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Baſco Nunez Je Balboa a the Batche- 
lor Enciſo out of Darien; views the 
Cauntry ; marches againſ; the Caziques 
Ponca and Comagre; hears of the South- 

Sea, and ſends Valdibia to Hiſpaniola. 


" A 


Ty O return to Darien, when the Spaniards there 
En. r had expell'd James de Nicueſſa, Baſco Nu- 
[S 1 N ves. de Balboa, an underſtanding Man, bold, 
| nd vigilant, who had already gain d Repu- 
tation, and had Friends, being made a Magiſtrate, fer 
3 himſelf againſt the Batchelor Enciſo, charging him 
_—_ having uſurp'd another's 1 by making him- 

Vor. II. , 


e 


ſelf Chief Alcalde, without any Authority from the 
King, but only from Alonſo de Ojeda, who was then 
dead. Upon this Pretence, he fecur'd, proſecuted, 
and confiſcated his Goods, but at laſt diſmiſs'd him, 
upon Condition that he ſhould go away to Spain or 
Hiſpaniola in the firſt Ship. All the People agreed 
that Deputies ſhould be ſent to the Admiral, to ask 
of him Supplies of Men and Proviſions, and that 
one ſhould go to the King, to give an Account of 
what had been done. Baſco Nunez conſidering that the 
Wrongs done to James de Nicueſſa and Enciſo would 
ſome Time riſe in Judgment, and to engroſs all the 
Government into his own Hands, foũnd means to per- 
ſuade the other Alcalde Zamudio his Partner, to go 
into Spain, to give an Account of the Colony there 
ſettled, and the Reaſon there was to hope that the 
Country would produce great Wealth. He alſo con- 
triv'd, that Faldivia, one of the Regidores, and his 
particular Friend, ever ſince they liv'd in the Town 
of Salvatierra de la Zabana, at Cape Tiburon, in Hiſ- 
paniola, ſhould be ſent to that Iſland, and by him he 
privately ſent a good Preſent of Gold to the Treaſurer 
Paſſamonte, becauſe he was much in the King's Favour, 


and could therefore do him ſignal Service at Court. 


Zamudio, Valdivia. and the Batchelor Enciſo, embark'd 
aboard a ſmall Caravel, Baſco Nunez. giving Zamudio 


the Proceſs againſt Enciſo, whom, as he was going 
aboard ſome of the Inhabirants entreated to ſtay, 
and they would prevail that he ſhould exerciſe his Of- 
fice of Chief Alcalde; but he would not. They all 
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three arriv'd at Hiſpaniola, where Valdivia ſtay d, 


and Zamudio and Enciſo proceeded to Spain. 


Ar this Time many Indiaus reſorted to Darien, to 


they defign'd to do, and to palliate their Deſign, car- 
ry'd Indian Wheat, and other Proviſions to exchange 
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ſpy whether the Spaniards were going away, or what 


for Beads, little Knives, and other Spaniſh Baubles, and | 
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7 to perſuade them to be gone, ſaid there was much 
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Sold and Plenty of all Eatables in the Province of 


Ciba, which was thirty Leagues from thence. Baſco 
2 Nunez ſent Francis Pizarro with {ix Men to diſcover 


the Country, who having travell'd three Leagues up 


the River, was attack d by four hundred Indiaus, un- 


der the Command of the Cazique Zemaco, and hard 


preſs'd with their Arrows and Stones, but they cloſing, 


ripp'd up the Bellies of one hundred and fifty of 
them, with their Swords, and wounded many more, 
* whereupon the reſt fled. The Spaniards then return'd 
to Darien in a bad Plight, leaving one Francis Hernan 
behind them lying on the Ground, at which Baſco 
Munex was ſo much offended, that he commanded 
Pixarro, tho he was wounded, to go back with ſome 
7 Men for him, as he did and brought him, thinking it 
= a Diſcredit to leave any one behind alive. Baſco Mu- 


zex then march'd out himſelf with one hundred Men, 


and advanc'd ſome Leagues towards the Province of 
; 7 the Cazique whereof was call'd Careta, becauſe 
0 


the great Plenty of Gold he had been told there 
was; but meeting no Indians by the Way, he ſoon re- 
turn'd to his Colony. Some fancy'd he would have 
reſign d the Government to NMicueſſa, if he had re- 
turn'd, which was not likely, who not coming, he 


Z ſent two Brigantines for the Spaniards that had been 


left at Nombre de Dios. As they were joyfully failing 
along the Coaſt, when they came to a Port belonging 
to the Cazique of Coyba, two Spaniards ſtark naked, 
painted with red, came out to meet them. They 
and one more had, a Year and an half ſince, made their 
eſcape out of Nicweſſa's Ship, when he was in Queſt of 
the Province of Yeragua, to avoid the Puniſhment due 
to ſome Crime they had committed, and put themſelves 
into the Hands of the Cazique Careta, who always 
treated them very well; but not agreeing among them- 
ſelves, tho' in S they two one Day drew 

; | their 
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their Swords, and the one of them, whoſe Name was 
John Alonſo, wounded the other dangerouſly, where 
upon the Cazique made him a Commander in the 
War he had againſt ſome of his Enemies, looking up- 
on him as the braver Man, and did nothing withour 
his Advice. Theſe two Men were very acceptable to 
thoſe in the Brigantines, and gave an Account that the 
Country abounded ſo much in Gold, that if Baſco Na- 
nex would invade it, with a Number of Men, they 
would be all rich. Hereupon it was agreed, that one 
of them ſhould go and inform Baſco Nunez of the 
State of the Country, and the other ſhould ſtay to be 
ſerviceable as Occaſion might offer. 

WEN the Brigantines return'd to. Darien, Baſca 
Nunez was well pleas'd with the Intelligence they 


brought of the great Wealth, and no leſs for having 


Interpreters to deal with the Natives, and being tho- 
roughly inform'd of the Nature of that' Country, 
ſent back the Brigantines to bring away from Nombre 
de Dios thoſe they could not ferch off the firſt Time. 
In the mean while he provided one hundred and thirty 
of the ableſt Men, with the Arms, Proviſions, and 
other Neceſſaries they were to carry. As ſoon as the 
Brigantines arriv'd, he ſer out in Queſt of Careta, 
being thirty Leagues diſtant, as was ſaid before. The 
Cazique hearing of it, waited for him in his Houſe, 
where Baſco Nunez, ask'd him for Proviſions for his 
Men, and to carry to Darien. Careta anſwer'd, That 
whenſoever any Chriſtians had paſs'd that Way, he 
freely gave them Part of his Proviſions, but thar at 
preſent he had none, being ar War with a neighbouring 
Cazique, whoſe Name was Ponca; for which Reaſon 
his People had not ſow'd, and were then in great Want, 
Having receiv'd this Anſwer, Baſco Nunez, by the 
Advice of the above-mention'd John Alonſo, preten- 
ded to go back the fame Way he came, and Careta 
thinking himſelf very ſafe, Baſco Nunez return'd at 

| | | | Mid-night, 
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Mid-night, and attacking the Town in three Phces, 
after killing and wounding very many, took the Ca- 
zique, his two Wives, and Children, and ſeyeral 
others, all whom he ſent away to Darien, loading the 
Brigantines with. Proviſions. At Darien, Careta en- 
treated Baſco Nunez, not to keep him in Captivity, 
fince he did not deſerve it, promiſing to do all that 
was in his Power to furniſh the Chriſtians with Pro- 
viſions, and to be his Friend ever after, in Token 
whereof he would: give him one of his Daughters to 
Wife, who was very beautiful, and to the End that 
his People might have leiſure to till and ſow the 
Ground, he ſhould affiſt him againſt his Enemy Pon- 
ca. Baſco Nimez accepted of the Offer, and the 
Daughter, whom he kept as his Miſtreſs,” tho“ Carera 
thought he had her for his Wife ; bur he always lov'd 
and cheriſh'd her very much. 
Careta being ſet at Liberty, Baſco Nunez went into 
his Country with eighty Men, where the Cazique 
order'd his People to fow much Land, and then they 
prepar d to march againſt Ponca. He underſtanding 
that the Spaniards took Part with Careta, durſt not 


ſtand them, but berook himſelf to the Mountains, 


whereupon they waſted his Country, carrying awa 
all the Provificns and Gold they HA Find > which 
done, Baſco Numneæ reſolv'd to leave the proſecuting of 
the War up the Country till a fitter Time, and re- 
turn'd to the Sea Coaſt. The neareſt Neighbour to 
Careta, was Lord of a Province call'd Comagre, and 
the Cazique bore the ſame Name, his Dominion lying 
at the Foot of a very high Mountain, in a very plea- 


. fant Plain extending twelve Leagues. A Kinſman of 


Careta, and prime Man in the Country, of the De- 
gree which they call Jura, interpos'd to bring Coma- 
gre, who was deſirous to know them, to be a Friend to 
the Chriſtians. He had ſeven Sons by ſeveral Wives, 
all of them very genteel, and diſcreet ; 2 

c c 1 


ö 
. 
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_ eldeſt, who was more virtuous and. wiſe. Comagre 


being told, that the Spaniards were coming, went out to 
meet them, with his Sons, the prime Men, and all. 
the People, and there was great Rejoycing. He lodg'd 
them in his Town, found Proviſions, and Men and 
Women to ſerve them. His Palace was more remar- 
kable and better built than any that had been yet ſecn 
either in the Iſlands, or the little that was then known 
of the Continent, being one hundred and fifty Paces 
in Length, and eighty in Breadth, founded on very 
large Poſts, enclos d by a Stone Wall, with Timber 
intermix d at the Top, and hollow Spacęs, ſo beauti- 
fully wrought, that the Spaniards were amaz d at the 
Sight of it, and could not expreſs the Manner and Cu- 
rioſity of it. There were in it ſeveral Chambers, and 
Apartments, and one that was like a Buttery was full 
of ſuch Proviſions as the Country afforded, as Bread, 
Veniſon, Swine's Fleſh, &c. There was another large 
Room like a Cellar, full of earthen Veſſels, containing 


ſeveral.* orts of white and red Liquors, made of Indi- 


an Wheat, Roots, a Kind of Palm-Tree, and other 
Ingredients, the which Liquors the Spaniards commen- 


ded, when they drank them. There was alſo a very 


large Chamber, kept very private, in which were the 
Bodies of many dead Men, dry'd up, hanging by 
Cords made of Cotton, cloath'd, and cover d wit 


rich Mantles of the fame interwoven with Gold, ſome 


Pearls, and Stones that were valu'd among them ; and 
theſe were their Parents, Anceſtors, and Relations, 
whom Comagre highly reſpected, and perhaps he look'd 
upon them as his Gods. - Thoſe Bodies were parch'd 
at the Fir, that they might be preſerv'd without 
Corruption. 8 

Baſco Nunez, and his Men being thus joyfully re- 
ceiv'd, and entertain'd like Brothers, Comagre's eldeſt 


on, who, as has been ſaid, was a diſcreet Youth, he- 
ing deſirous to oblige his Gueſts, caus'd ſeveral Pie- 
BW 8 ces 


' 
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The HIS TOR of America. 7 
ces of Gold valuable both for their Workmanſhip and 
Fineneſs, weighing about four thouſand Peices of eight, 
and ſeventy Slaves to be brought, all which he gave to 


Baſco Nunez and - Roderick Enriquex de Colmenares, 
knowing them to be the prime Perfons. They immedi- 


arely fer apart the fifth of the Gold for the King, 


and diſtributed the reſt among themſelves. When they 
were dividing it, ſome quarrell'a, making a Noiſe about 
the beſt and fineſt of thoſe Peices. Comagre's eldeſt 
Son, who was preſent, obſerving it, ran to the Scales, 
and ſtriking them with his. double Fiſt, threw all the 


Gold upon the Ground, ſaying, “ The Chriſtians 


needed not to fall out about ſuch a Trifle, but if they 
ce wereſn fond of it, as to diſturb peaceable Nations, 
ce and leave their own native Country for the Sake of 
e jt, he would ſhow them a Province where th 
might have as much as their Hearts could defire ; 
c but that there muſt be a greater Number of them, 
c becauſe they were to encounter mighty Monarchs, 
cc who defended their Dominions with much Bravery. 
That they would firſt meet with a Cazique, who 


e abounded in that Gold they Jook'd upon as Wealth, 


„ who was fix Suns, that is, ſix Days March from 
ce thence, pointing with his Finger towards the South- 
ce Sea; which he told them they would ſee as ſoon as 
_ << paſt certain Lands, and that there were other Nati- 
<« ons had Veſſels little inferior to thoſe of the Spani- 
ce ard, with Sails and Oars; and that beyond that 


« Sea they would find immenſe Store of Gold, out 


ce of which thoſe People did eat and drink.” And 
having underſtood from the Spaniards, that there was 
great Plenty of Iron in Spain, of which the Swords 
were made, he {ignify'd, that there was more Gold in 
thoſe Parts than Iron in Biſcay. Hence it has been in- 
ferr d, that thoſe People, and the Inhabitants of Da- 
rien had much Knowledge of the Natives and Wealth 
of Peru, and of the Floats they us'd with Sails and 

| Oars. 
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it 8 TheHisTory of America. 
| Oars. This was the firſt Intimation given of that 
1 lange Country, and becauſe the Youth was acquaintd 
18 with the great Extent of that Kingdom, and ics Power, 
he added, that there ought to be one thouſand Chri- 
| ſtians at leaſt, to invade it, and he offer'd to go with 
| them himſelf to aſſiſt them with his Father's Men. 
| This Diſcourſe was interpreted by the two aforeſaid 
| 4 who had fled from Nicueſſa, and liv'd with 
f Creta. Baſco Nunez and his Followers having heard 
theſe Tidings, were ſo overjoy'd, that they - EA 
they could never make Haſte enough to go diſcover 
thoſe Countries. 1 
THer reſted there ſome Days, getting all the Con- 
firmation they could of the Sea being beyond rhe 
Mountains they ſaw, and the immenſe Wealth that 
Youth had mention'd, and being wholly intent upon 
It, they made haſte back to Darien, to ſend Advice to 
the Admiral, and to the King himſelf of the wonder- 
ful Diſcovery they had made, deſiring one thouſand | 
Men might be ſent for that important Enterprize. 
Before their Departure, * and his Sons, with | 
other People were 6 the Cazique taking the \ 
Name of Don Carlos, the then Prince of Spain, When 
they arriv'd at Darien, Valdibia came back from Hi 
aziola, with ſome Proviſions, and fair Promiſes from 
the Admiral, after he had been gone ſix Months. 
The Quantity Valdibia brought being very ſmall, they 
ſoon began to fall ſhort again, and to add to it, there 
hapned a dreadful Storm of Thunder and Lightning, 
and after it ſo great an Inundation, as deſtroy'd all that 
they had ſown; whereupon being quite deſtitute of 
4 any Support near at hand, they agreed to go farther off 
W= for Supplies. In the mean Time Baſco Nunez ſent 
back Valdibia to Hiſpaniola, to acquaint the Admiral 
as has been faid above. He alſo writ, that he had 
kilfd thirty Caziques, and would put to Death as ma- 
ny as fell into his Hands, becauſe he could not be other- 
4 | wiſe 
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wiſe ſafe till more Supplies were ſent him. Yaldibia had 

| & likewiſe fiſteen thouſand Pieces of cight in Gold given 

him, to be remitted to the King as his Share of what 

"| F had been taken, and many of the People of Darien 
gave Gold to be ſent over to their Friends in Spain. 

7 Valdibia embark'd in the fame Caravel that brought him, | 
; and Baſco Nunez made ready to go up the Country to | 
1 ſcek Proviſions. £6 | 

\ | 9 * We ; . 
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r . 

2 The eAdmiral Don James Columbus ſexds 

o Ca tain James Velaſquez to ſubdue the 

p | Nand of Cuba; the Deſcription of it; 

4 the Ming Meſſage to the Admiral by 

5 his Uucle Don Bartholomew. _ | 
89 757 | 1 5 

2 Is fame Year 151 r, the Admiral reſolv'd to 

5 r make Settlements in Cuba, knowing it to be an | 
8. e Ifland, the Soil good, populous, and abound- | 
y ing in Proviſions. To this Purpoſe he made | 
re choice of James Yelaſquez, being the wealthieſt, and | 
BY beſt belov'd of all the firſt Spariſh Inhabitants in Hiſpa- 
a niola. Beſides ke was a Man of Experience, of a mild | 
of and affable Temper, tho' he knew how to maintain | 
ff his Authority; of Body well-ſhap'd, of Complexion | 
nt fair, and very diſcreet. As ſoon as it was known in — 
ral W. Hiſpaniola, that James Velaſquez was going to make 9 
ad Settlements in Cuba, Abundance of People reſolv' d to 1 
la- 


| bear him Company, ſome becauſe, as has been faid, 
* he was belov'd, and others becauſe. they were ruin'd 
ie | Vor. II. C | 
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and in Debt. All theſe, being about three hundred 


Men, rendevouz d in the Town of Salvatierra de la 
Zavara, to embark aboard four Ships, that Place being at 
the Extremity of Hiſpaniola. Before we proceed any | 
farther, it 1s lit to obſerve, that the Province of Guaha- 
ba lying next to Cuba, the Diſtance between the two 


Points being but eighteen Leagues, many Vudians went 
over to Cuba in their Canoes, and among them paſs d 
over, with as many of his Men as could, a Cazi- 
que of the ſaid Province of Guahaba, call d Hatney, 


a brave and diſcreet Man. He ſettled on the neareſt 


Country, known by the Name of Mayci, and poſj- 1 


ſeſſing himſelf of that Part, kept the People as Sub- 
jects, bur not as Slaves; for it was never found in the 
Indies, that any Difference was made between a free 
People, or even their own Children and Slaves, unleſs 
it were in New-Spain, and the other Provinces, where 
they_us'd to ſacrifice Priſoners of War to their Idols, 
which was not practis d in thoſe Iſlands. This Cazi- 
que Hatney, tearing that the Spaniards would ar ſome 
Time paſs over into Cuba, always kept Spies, to know 
what was doing in Hiſpaniola, and being inform d of 
the Admiral's Deſign, he aſſembled his People, who it 
is likely were of the moſt martial, and putting them 
in Mind of their many Sufferings under the Spaniards, 
told them, © They did all that for a great Lord they 
« were very fond of, which he would ſhow them,” 
and then taking ſome Gold out of a little Pa!m-Tree 
Basket, added, “ This is the Lord whom they ſerve, 
ce him they follow, and as you have already heard, 


<« they are about paſſing over hither, only to ſeek 


« this Lord, therefore let us make a Feſtival, and dance 
ce to him, to the End that when they come, he may 
ce order them not to do us Harm.“ Accordingly they 
all began to ſing and dance, till they were quite tir d; 
for it was their Cuſtom to dance as long as = could 


Rand, from Night-fall, till Break of Day, and their 


Dances 


7x4 — 4 
4 
: 4 4 
p 54 

FM 


os) 
© £5 
U * 

— 8 
Fi, 
WIR, - 
5 
">. . 


111 10 * — ng 


9 „ % % OY 


1 ID 
8 
: 3 
. 
93 
2 2 
8 
222 
5 
8 
TED 
8 
a 
NI 
; 


The HisToRy of America, 11 
Dances were as in Hiſpaniola, to the Muſick of their 
Songs; and tho' fifry thouſand Men and Women were 
aſſembled, no one differ'd in the leaſt from the reſt in 
the Motions of their Hands, Feet, and Bodies; but 
thoſe of Cuba far exceeded the Natives of Hiſpaniola, 
their Songs being more agreeable. When they were 
ſpent with Singing and Dancing before the little Bas- 
ket of God, Haruey bid them not to keep the Lord 
of the Chriſtians in any Place whatſoever, for tho' he 
were in their Bowels, they would fetch him out, and 
therefore they ſhould caſt him into the River, under 
=_ where they would not find him; and fo they 

BeroRE we enter upon Janes Yelaſquez's Actions 
in Cuba, we will give ſome Account of that Iſland. 
It is two butidred and thirty Leagues in Length, 
from Cape San Anton to the Point of Mayci, travelling 
by Land. The Breadth from Cape Cruxes to Port 
Manati is forty-five, and there it begins to taper away, 
and fo runs on from thence to rhe Weſtermoſt Point, 
narrowing to about twelve Leagues from atamano to 
Havana. Its Situation is within the Tropick of Can- 
cer, from twenty to twenty-one Degrees. Moſt of 
it is flar, full of Woods and Foreſts, but from the 
eaſtern Point of Mayci, for thirty Leagues there are 


veaſt high Mountains, as there are beyond two Thirds 


of it to the Weſtward; and in the Middle there are 
Hills, but not very high. Very fine Rivers run down 
on both the North and South Sides, full of Fiſh, and 
eſpecially Skates and Olaves that go up from the Sea. 


Towards the Middle of it, on the South Side there 


is a prodigious Number'of little Iſlands, which the 


firſt Admiral Don - Chriſtopher Columbus nam'd the 


Queen's Gaærdin. There are others, tho* nor ſo many 


on the North Side, which Captain Janes Velaſquez, 
call'd the King's Gardin. On the South Side about the 
Middle there runs down into the Seaa mighty River, 


C 2 which 
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which the Indians call Cauto, the Banks of it are very 
agreeable, and in it are a vaſt Multitude of Alligators. 
Thoſe who happen to be benighted near it, muſt be 
upon their Guard, for thoſe Creatures then come out 
of. the Water, walk about the Land, and if. they can 
ſurprize a Man, they drag him into the Water, and 
devour him. They ſometimes do ſo by ſuch as venture 
to ford the River, and even by Horſes. They are to 
be found all over the Indies, eſpecially to the South- 
ward, and in the Iſlands, but 1 in Cuba only in this 
River. 

Tris Iſland is very much 3 for Men may 
travel along it almoſt two hundred and thirty Leagues, 
always under Trees of ſeveral . Sorts, and particularly 


which they made ſuch large Canoes, that they would 
contain fiſty or ſixty Perſons, and of this Sort there 
were once great Numbers in Cuba. There are Storax Trees, 
and.if a Man in the Morning gets upon a high Place, the 
Vapours that riſe from the Earth, perfectly ſmell of Sto- 
rax, coming from the Fire the — va make at Night, 
and drawn up when, the Sun riſes. Another Sort 
of Trees produce a Fruit call'd .Xagwas, as hig a8 Veal- 
Kidneys, which being beaten), and laid by; four or five 
Days, tho" not gather d ripe, are. full of a Liquor like 
Honey, and better taſted than the, ſweeteſt Pears. 
There are * of wild Mines, that: run ap highs 
bearing Grapes, and Wme has been made of them, 
Mut ſomewhat aägre, and there being an inlinite Quanti- 

ty of them throughout all che Iſland, the Spaniards 


were wont to ſay, they IO ſeen 2, Viue yard that exten- 
ded two hundred and t Leagues. Some of the 


Trunks of thoſe Vines ure — — 4 Man's Body, 
vhich proceeded from the extraordinary. Moiſture.and 
Eenditiry of the Soil. All the Tate id very pleaſant, 
and more temperate than Hiſpeniols, very, healthy, 
ſafer Harbours for * a an wer her 


93 


ſweet · ſcented and red Cedars, as thick as an Ox, o 


\ 


been made by Art, as is that of Samiago on the South- 
ern Coaſt, being in the Shape of à Croſs. That of 
Xagua is ſcarce to be match d in the World, the Ships 
pals into it through a narrow Mouth, not above a 
Croſs-bow Shot over, and then turn: into the open Part 
of it, which is about ten Leagues in Compaſs, with 
three little Iſlands ſo poſited that they may make ſaſt 
their Ships to Stakes on them, and they will never 
budge, all the Compaſs being ſhelter'd by Mountains, 
as I they were in a Houſe, and there the Indians had 
Pens to ſhut up the Fiſh. On the North Side there 
are good Harbours, the beſt being that which was 
call'd de Carenas, and now the Hauaua, ſo large that 
few can compare to it; and twenty Leagues to the 
Eaſtward of it is that of Matanpas, which is not very 
ſaſe. About the Middle of the Iſland is another good 
Port, | call'd del Priuripe, and almoſtt at the End, that 
of Baracoa, where much good Ebony is cut; be- 
tween which there are other good anchoring Places, 
tho' not large. 21051897 7o i 
1 1 are Abundance 2 _ as Pidge- 
ons, Turtle-Dowes, Partridges, Iixe-:tnole in Spain, 
but ſrhaller, of which there are none in the otben Iltandk, 
nor Cranes, except on the Continent. Anather Sort 
of Birds there Was, of which they had none on tee 
Corminent, of the Size of Cranes, which at firſt are 
very white, and by Degrees turn ned, now call di Fla- 
apentes, and would have been much valu'd by the In- 
Aians of Neu- Sui, if - they had had: them, for the 
curious Feather Works they made. ITheſei being al- 
Ways five hundred or one thoufmd in- Fladk, they 
ookid like Sheep daub d with fed. They ſeidom fly, 
Hut ſtand on the Ground in the Sea, their Legs in the 
Water, and drink the ſalt, Water. d fo the diaz rook 
8 their Houſes, they. were fain to put 
Salt into their Water. There is n inſmite Multi- 


tude of Parrats, and about Aq. when young, they 
Ll cat 


141 
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Se ba re | Meat. In Order to take 
them, the Indian: us d to n 
Tears of Age on a Tree, with a live Parrot, and a lit- 


tle Graſs or Straw on his Head, when he touch'd the 
Parrot's Head with his Hand it-ery'd out, the others 
that were fo numerous, hearing it, reſorted thither, and 


lodging on the Tree, the Boy who had a ſmall Rod 
in his Hand, with a Nooſe at the End of it, clapp'd 
it about each Parrot's Neck, they 1magining that the 
Rod had been a Twig of the Tree, and drawing them 
to him, wrung their Necks, and let them fall, till the 


Ground underneath was cover'd with them, and thus 


be might kill Thouſands, for as long as the Parrot that 
vas ty'd made a noiſe, the others never left the Tree, 


and thus the Spaziards now do with the Doves. There 


is 4 Sort of Birds that fly cloſe to the Surface of: the 
Earth, by the Vadiaus call d Babicpas, which the Na- 
tives could run down. When boifd, they made the 
Broth of a Safron Colour, were well taſted, and ſerv'd 
inſtead of Pheaſants. f «99/361 0 Of 

As for four-footed Creatures they had a Sort which 


the Hadiuuns hunted, call'd Guaminiquinajes, as big as 


little Lap Dogs, their Fleſh very well taſted; bur 
after the Spauiſi S wine came into the Iſland there were 
no more of them, as hapned with the”Urias in Hiſpa- 


mold. A Fort of Snakes they have, as thick as a Man's 


Thigh, all / gr „ fo. dull, that eth y us d to tread upoi 

a ! as: 2 roul di up. —— echt ft. 
The Tua were ſtiap d like the Alligators, very ug- 
1 as Lap Dogs, of ſevera Colours; the Spa. 
mund ſay their Fleſh taſtes like Pheaſant, and they 


ſtill eat them. Thè Sea on both, Sides of the Iſland 


yields Abundance of Fiſh of ſeveral Sorts; and the 
Iſlands. being ſo numerous on the South Side, where 
they are call d the Queen's Gürdin; the Quantity of 
.Tortoiſes is immenſe, ſo latge,- iat Ehe Far and Fleſh 
of one commonly weighs an hundred Weight, be- 
755 | ing 


ſet a Boy of ten or eleven 
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ing very pleaſant to eat, and wholfome, the Fat be- 
ing like the Greaſe of a Hen, looking of a Gold Co- 
lour when melted, and they cure the Itch and Le- 
proſy. Cazabi, the Bread of the Iſland, is very plen- 
tiful, and no other Iſland abounded ſo much in Pro- 
viſions. Gold was found in ſeveral Rivers and Brooks, 
ſome better ſome worſe. | | | 1 
THe firſt Inhabitants of this Iſland were the fame 
as thoſe of the Zxcayos, a good Sort of People, and 
well temper'd. They had Caziques, and Towns of 
two or three hundred Houſes, with ſeveral Families in 
each of them, as was uſual in Hiſpaniola. They had 
no Religion, as having no Temples, or Idols, or Sa- 
crifices; but they had the Phyſicians or conjuring 
Prieſts, as in Hiſpaniola, who it was thought had Com- 
munication with the Devil, and their Queſtions 
anſwer'd by him. They faſted three or four Months 
to obtain that Favour, eating nothing but the Juice of 
Herbs, and when reduc'd to extream Weakneſs, they 
were worthy of that helliſh Apparition, and to be in- 
form'd, whether the Seaſons of the Year would be 
favourable or otherwiſe, whar Children would be 
born, whether thoſe born would live, and ſuch like 
Queſtions. Theſe were their Oracles, and theſe Con- 
jurers they call'd Behiques, who led the People into 
many Superſtitions, and Fopperies, curing the Sick 
by blowing on them, and ſuch other exterior Actions, 
mumbling ſome Words berween their Teeth. Theſe 
People of Cuba knew that Heaven, the Earth, and 
other Things had been created, and ſaid they had much 
Information concerning the Flood, and that the World 
had been deſtroy'd by Water, from three Perſons that 
came three ſeveral Ways. Men of above ſevent 
Years of Age, faid, that an old Man knowing the De- 
luge was to come, built a great Ship, and went into 
it, with his Family and Abundance of Animals, that 
he ſent out a Crow, which did nor return, ſtaying. 


ro 
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to feed on the dead Bodies, and afterwards return'd 


with a green Branch, with other Particulars, as far as 
Noah's Sons covering him when drunk, and tlie other 
ſcoffing at it; adding, that the Indians deſcended from 
the latter, and hetelore had no Coats nor Cloaks ; bur 
that the Spaniards, deſcending from the other that co- 
ver d him, were therefore cloath'd and had Horſes. 
What has been here faid, was told by an Indian of 
above ſeventy Years of Age to Gabriel de Cabrera, 
who one Day quarrelling with him, call'd him Dog, 
r he ask d, Why he abus d and call'd him 
Dog, ſince they were Brethren, as deſcending from 
two Sons of him that made the great Ship, with all the 
reſt that has been ſaid above. The fame he repeated in 


the Preſence of ſeveral Spaniards, after his Maſter had 


reported it. As to their Laws and Cuſtoms, fince 
they liv'd in Towns and had Lords, it is likely their 
Will was a Law, and were ruf d by Juſtice, many 
affirming, that the Natives of Cuba, St. ohn de Puer- 
to Rico, Hiſpaniola and Famaica were not guilty of rhe 
Sin of Sodomy, nor did they eat human Fleſh; and 
tho' Obiedo is of Opinion that they were Sodomites, 
other Men of as much Reputation as he deny it, and 
reprove him for it, and the moſt probable Opinion is, 
that all thoſe Iſlands were firſt inhabited by People that 
came over from Florida. Having given this Account of 
Cuba, I will add ſomething of what James Yelaſquez 
did there. He ſet out from Salvatierra de la Zavana, 
in November this Year 1511, and landed at a Port 
call'd Palmas, in the Territories of the above mention'd 
Cazique Hatuey, that went thither from. Hiſpaniola, 
who ſtood upon his Defence, taking the Advantage 
of the Woods, where the Spaniards could not make 
Uſe of their Horſes. After two Months thus ſpent, 
the Indians hid themſelves in the thickeſt Part of thoſe 
Foreſts, and the Spaniards hunting them, they carry'd 
all they took to James Velaſquex, who diſtributed them 

among 
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f 3 among his Men, not as Slaves but Servants. Hat 


"_ 


.... Oo Boron gs a a es 


> ſtill withdrew into the-moſt- inacceſfible Places, how- 
ever after much Time and Toil he was taken, and car- 
ry d to James Velaſquez, who caus'd him to be burnt, - 
whereupon all the Province of Mayci ſubmitted, none 


= daring to hold out. 


ABovuT this Time, the King of Spain iſſu'd freſh 


2 Orders for promoting the Converſion of the Indians, 
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and their being well inſtructed in the Chriſtian Reli- 
gion. Nor did he take leſs Care of the Civil Go- 


vernment, directing among other Things, that thoſe 
People ſhould not be oppreſs'd, and that for eaſing of 
them, Numbers of Blacks ſhould be carry'd over to 


Work in the Mines, becauſe one of them did more 


than four of the Natives. The Affairs of Jamaica 


| went on proſperouſly, becauſe Fohn de Eſquibel having 


ſoon brought the Inhabitants into Subjection, without 
any Effuſion of Blood, they labour d in planting Cote 


ton, and other Improvements, which yielded very 


much Profit, and the Breeds of Cattle increas d. The 
Admiral acquainting the King, how well John de E/- 
quibel behav'd himſelf, did it with ſo much Earneſt- 


3 | neſs, being his Friend, that his Majeſty ſuſpected 


2 ſome Deſign, and order'd the Treaſurer Paſſamonte to 


ſend an Account of him, which afforded him an Op- 


portunity to ſlander the Admiral. That Monarch be- 


ing naturally jealous, and giving Credit to the malici- 
ous Inſinuations of the ſaid Paſſamonte, and others who 


j envy'd the Admiral, ſent for his Uncle the Adelantado 


Don Bartholomew Columbus, and giving him the Lieu- 


3 tenancy of the Iſland Mona, and two hundred [ndians 


more than he had before in Hiſpariola, ſent him thither 
with freſh Inſtructions to the Admiral, giving him 
very fair Words, but at the ſame Time laying many 


| Faults to his Charge, and curbing him in ſeveral Parti- 


culars. All this was owing to the aforeſaid Paſſamonte, 
who did all he could to diſcredit the Admiral, in Or- 
Vox. Il, D der 
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der to get him remov'd, and ingrofs all the Power in- 
to his own Hands. With Don Bartholomew Columbus 
were ſent over one hundred Jackets ſtuff d with Cot- 


ton, being good againſt the poiſon'd Arrows of the 


Canibals, one hundred Fire-Arms, and as many Croſs- 
Bows, and it was order d, that as many labouring Peo- 
ple as were willing ſhould be permitted to go over to 
the Indies, and for their Encouragement they ſhould 
x - win of the great Wealth which was there to be 


HHSSSSSSSSSS GS AS SS a 
C H AP. IL 
Baſco Nunez de Balboa attacks the Cazi- 


que Dabayba; the Caziques conſpire i 
againſt him; the War with thoſe Con- 
ſpirators , Deputies ſent from Darien 


into Spain. 


lALDIBIA and Enciſo being ſent 
away from Darien for Hiſpaniola, a- 
bour the latter End of the Year 1511, 


7 * / % — "4 
7 9 — * 


n 


at the Beginning of 1512, Baſco Nu- 
nex reſolv'd to march up the Country, 


— co ſearch for Proviſions and Gold; 


aving been inform'd by ſome Indiant, that a Ca- 3 


zique of the Province of Dahayba had a Temple full of 
Gold, which was offer'd there, he prepar'd to go in 


Queſt of that Place with two Brigantines, and ſome 
Canoes. He ſer out with one hundred and ſixty able 


Men, well inur'd to Fighting and Labour, tho' not 


gay or graceful, ordering 


Eines de Colme- 
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” mares, with one third Part of them to go up the great 


River, which is twice as large as that of Darien, and 
nine Leagues from it to the Eaſtward, going himſelf 
up another River. Cemaco the Cazique of Darien ha- 
ving withdrawn himſelf to Dabayba, and keeping Spies 
abroad, as ſoon as he heard that Baſco Nunez was mo- 
ving that Way, he abandon'd the Country, and the 
Spaniards marching through it, found many Nets to 
take wild Beaſts, as Deer, and Swine that have their 
Navel on the Back, and make water there; as alſo ano- 
ther Sort of Creatures ſmaller than the Swine, whoſe 
Head is faid to weigh as much as all the Body, and 


4 ; they have no Gaul. He thinking thoſe had been fiſh- 


ing Nets, call'd that Rio de las Redet, that is the River 
of Nets. They took two large Canoes, beſides little 
ones, one hundred Bows, many Bundles of Arrows, 
and the Value of ſeven thouſand Peices of eight in 
Gold. Baſco Nunez being ſatisfy d with this Booty 
return d towards the Sea, or the Bay of Draba, 
into which theſe two great Rivers fall, where ſuch a 
Storm aroſe, that they all expected to have been drowne 
ed, yet only thoſe periſh'd that were in the Canoes 
that carry'd the Gold. Returning up the great River, 
he came to a Territory, the Cazique whereof was 
call'd Turin, where he found Colmenares, and furniſh'd 
himſelf with Proviſions. Advancing twelve Leagues 
up that River, they found an Iſland, which they call'd. 

of Caſſiafiſtula, becauſe there was Plenty of it, tho? 
wild, and they eat ſo much that it had like to have 
kill'd them. As ſoon as recover'd, they went on 


along the right Hand of the Ifland, where they faw 


another River fall into it, whoſe Water look'd v 

black, the Cauſe whereof they knew not, but call'd it 
Rio Negro, or Black River. Proceeding along it five 
or ſix Leagues, they came into the Territories of 2 
Lord, whoſe Name was Abenamechey, where they ſaw 


a Town of five hundred Houſes, all of them at a dis 
Dz Rzncg 
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ſtance from one another. The Inhabitants fled, till 
perceiving they were purſu'd, they ſtood upon their 
Defence, being arm'd with Swords made of Palm- tree 
Wood, and long Darts, the Points of them hardned 
at the Fire; but not being able to ſtand the Spaniſh 
Weapons, they fled, leaving their Lord Abenamechey, 
and ſome of their prime Men Priſoners. A Spaniard, 
whom that Cazique had wounded, came up then, 
and at one Stroke cut off his Arm, which Baſco Nu- 
ex was much concern'd at, and leaving Colmenares 
there with half the Men, went up that River with 
the reſt, and entring another that fell into it, about 
twenty Leagues from the Iſland of Caſſiafiſtula, and 
near the Mouth of it, came into the Lordſhip of tze 
Cazique Abibeyba, where the Country being full of 
Lakes and Quagmires, the People built their Houſes 7 
on very large and tall Trees, a ſtrange Sort of Habita- 
tion, and there had their ſeveral Chambers and Apart= 
ments of Timber, in which all the Family liv'd, as 
ſtrong as if they had been fix'd upon the Ground. 
They had Ladders, and commonly two of them, one 
reaching half way up the Tree, and the other to the 
Door, made of only one Cane ſplit in the Middle, 
thoſe Canes being there thicker than a Man's Waſte ; 7 
taking them up at Night, ſo that they were ſafe againſt * 
Men and Beaſts, ſleeping undiſturb'd, tho? there are 
many Tygers in thoſe Parts. All the Proviſions were 
above with them, except their Liquor, which ſtood 7? 
in Veſlels on the Ground, for fear they ſhould be 
foul, for tho" their Houſes could not fall, the Trees 
being very tall, they were ſubject to ſhake with the 
Wind, and that Motion made their Liquor thick. 7 
The Boys were ſo expert at running up and down, that 
when their Maſters were eating, they ſtay'd no lon? 
ger than if they had gone to a Side-board for Drink. 7 
The Cazique Abibeyba, who was in his Houſe, when 
the Spaniards came, drew up his Ladders; they calld 


, GWGGGGG en, eas 


5 


2 # 5 
Ws 


1 to him to come down, and fear nothing, He an- 
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ſwer d, he would not, bidding them let him live in 


N 


Peace in his own Houſe, ſince he had given them 
no Provocation. They proteſted, they would hew 
* down his Tree with their Axes, or ſer fire to it, and 


burn him with his Wife and Children. He again bid 


them let him alone, and be gone to theirown Country; 


and his own People advis d him, not to come down, 
nor truſt them. The Spaniards laid on with their 
Axes, and when they ſaw the Chips fly, the Cazique, 
his Wife, and two Childen came down. They ask'd 
him, whether he had any Gold. He anſwer'd, he 
had nor, for that being of no Uſe to him, he did nor 
take Care to get any; but being much importun'd, 
he ſaid, if they were ſo fond of it, he would go to 
certain Mountains that were behind others he ſhow'd 
them, and bring ſome as ſoon as he had it. Th 

let him, go, . his Wife and Children as Hoſ- 
tages, he promiſing to return by a ſet Time, but did 
not, whereupon they proſecuted their Way up the 
River, having been plentifully ſupply'd with Proviſi- 


ons. All the Towns along the River were abandon'd, 


for which Reaſon Baſco Nunez return'd down it again, 
and fo along Rio Negro, or the black River, to join 
Colmenares, and found that the Spaniards having ſtray'd 
about, ſome of them had been kill'd ; particularly, 
that one, whoſe Name was Raya, having gone with 
nine others to the Town of the Cazique Abrajba, the 
Indians falling upon them flew Raya and two others, the 
other ſeven making their Eſcape. 

Tux Cazique Abenamechey wandring about the 
Woods, with but one Arm, the other having been 
cut off, as was ſaid before, to avoid being again found 
by the Spaniardi, accidentally mer with him that had 
the Houſe upon a Tree. They agreed to go away to 
the Houſe of their Neighbour, the Cazique Abrayba, 
gad all three of them reſoly d to be reveng d, falling up- 
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of Abenemec 


on the Spauiards before others join'd them. They ga. 


ther'd about fix hundred Indiaus, and on the Day ap- 


pointed, with dreadful Out-cries fell upon the Spaui- 


ards, at Rio Negro, without knowing, that they had 


been join d by thirty ſent before by Baſco Nunez. 
They did no great Hurt, but the Spariards after diſ- 
charging their Croſs-Bows, falling in with their Lances 
and Swords, made ſ\uch Havock, that very few eſcap'd 
being kill'd or taken, beſides the Lords. The Captives 
were ſent to Darien, where they were employ d in til- 
ling the Ground, and carrying Burdens — the Spa- 
niards went aboard. Baſco Nunez then thought fit to 
return to Darien, leaving thirty-one Men at - Town 
hey, and Kio Negro, to ſecure the Coun- 
try, and hinder the Natives from rallying, under the 
Command of Bartholomew Hurtado, who making 
ſome Excurſions, took ſeveral of the Narives in the 


Woods, and ſent twenty-four of them to Darien, 
and with them twenty-one Spaniards who were ſick, 7 


only ten remaining with Hurtado. Thoſe Judiaus and 


Chriſtians were put aboard a large Canoe, four Canoes * 


of the Cazique Cemaco's Men attack d it, who kill'd 


ſome, and all the reſt except two were drowned in te 
upon two Pieces of Time 7? 
ber, which the Stream carry'd along, covering then: 
ſelves with ſome Boughs that came in their Way, the 


River. Thoſe two eſcap 
Indians being ſo intent upon killing the reſt, that they 
did not regard them. 


where conſidering the Danger they were in, and the 
ill Succeſs they had at Rio Negro, they reſolv'd to go 


away to Darien, but enquiring among the Indian, | 


what they knew of the Country, they were inform'd, 
that five Caziques, which were Abibeyba, who had his 
Houſe on a Tree, Cemaco of Darien, Abrayba, whom 
the Spaniards had not yet reach'd, Abenemechey who 


had loſt his Arm, and Debayka who had fled pers "3 
| | daring "8 


When come to Shore, they 7 
return'd to carry the News to Bartholomew Hurtado, C 
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Anring to ſtand them, had conſpir' d together, and re- 
| ſolvd at a Day appointed to attack Darien, with all 
their Subjects. Hurtado and his Companions carry'd 

this Advice to Darien, where it was nor believ d, till 

an Indian Woman Baſco Nunez much valu'd confirm'd 


> it, having been inform d by her Brother, who ſome- 
times came to ſee her, that all the Caziques of the 


Country about had agreed to fall upon the Spaniards 
1 by Water and by Land, to which Purpoſe they had 
> aſſembled five thouſand Men, and one hundred Ca- 
noes, having great Store of Proviſions at the Town 
of Tichiriri. That Woman, as ſoon as her Brother was 
gone, diſcover'd the whole Contrivance to Baſeo Nu- 


dex, he deſir'd her to ſend for her Brother, upon 
fome Pretence, who being come, he oblig'd him to 
confeſs all he had ſaid to his Siſter, adding, that his 
Lord Cemaco, who tho' fled, had ſent forty Men to 
work for the Spaniards, under Colour that he would 
be their Friend, had directed them to kill Baſco Nunez, 
if they could find an Opportunity, when he went out 
to ſee them at their Labour. Having receiv'd this Con- 
firmation, Baſco Nunez march'd with —_— choſen 
Men, well diſciplin'd, as all he had were, and without 
ſaying any thing of his Deſign, commanded Roderick 
Enriquez de Colmenares, with ſeventy more in four Ca- 
noes, and taking the Iadian Woman's Brother along 
with him for his Guide, to make up to the Town of 
Tichiriri, where the Magazine of Proviſions was made. 
Baſes Nwiez, himſelf went to a Place, three Leagues 
off, where he thought to have found Cemaco; but 
miſſing of him, took a Kinſman of his, and ſome 
other Men and Women. Colmenares ſucceeded better, 
for he met with the Captain General, that was to com- 
mand all the Confederates, with other prime Perſons, 
and a great Number of Men, little thinking that the 
Spaniards knew any thing of their Deſigns. He took 
molt of. them, found the Place full of Proviſions, 


caus'd 
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caus d the General to be ſhot, and other great ones : 


to be hang d in the Sight of the other Priſoners, by 
that Means to ſtrike a Terror, and keep the reſt of the 


People in Subjection. This Surprize aſtoniſh'd all the ; F- 


Province, finding their Project diſcover d, ſo that they 


utterly deſpair d of being ever able to caſt off the Voke. 
After this Victory, Baſco Nunez, who was a moſt 
provident and well advis'd Commander, order d a 


ſtrong wooden Fort to be built, to be the better able to 


oppoſe the Natives, in caſe of another Conſpiracy like 7 


the former. 16 #7 | 


IuIs Province being thus ſubdu'd, they began to 


conſider of ſending other Deputies to the King, with | 
an Account of what they had done, and heard, and to 
deſire one thouſand Men, as has been mention'd before,; 
as alſo to the Admiral for ſome ſpeedy Supplies in the RF, 
mean Time. Baſco Nunez offer'd to go himſelf upon 
this Meſſage into Spain; but all unanimouſly oppos d 
it, not thinking themſelves ſafe without him, becauſe 


he was dreaded by the Indiaus, and belov'd by his own 3 | 
Men. After many Conteſts it was reſolv'd to ſend 


John de Cayzedo, a diſcreet Man, who had his Wife 1 CT 
there, whom he had carry'd from Spain, confiding in 
his Diſcretion, that he would manage their Affairs 


well, and not queſtioning his Return, becauſe he left 


his Wife behind. Another Controverſy aroſe. about 


aſſigning him a Companion, for fear he mi ht happen F Zh 


to die, and at length the Lot fell upon Roderick, Enri- 


quex de Colmenares, which was acceptable to them all, j N 


becauſe he was a Gentleman, a Perſon of Experience 
in martial and political Affairs, both by Sea and Land, 
having been in the Wars in Jzaly againſt the French, 
beſides that he had much Wealth, and Land till'd at 
Darien. In order to ſucceed the better, they deliver'd 
to theſe Meſſengers the fifth of the Gold belonging 
to the King, and with it a voluntary Contribution 
rais d among themſelves. The Jadians at this Time 
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I talk'd of nothing but Gold, to pleaſe the Saniardi, 
pointing to the Places where it was, and promiſing 
more than the Truth, and one of them faying there 
was a River where they drew it out with Nets, they 
carry d him into Spain, to tell the King the fame, 
the Report whereof did ſo ſpread about the Kingdom, 
that thouſands were earneſt to go a fiſhing for it, and 
therefore this Province which had been before nam'd 
Audaluxia, was now call'd Caſtilla del Oro, or golden 
Caſtile. The Deputies ſer out from Darien towards 
the latter End of October, this Year 15 12, eſcaping 
many Dangers in a little Brigantine; and arriv'd at Cu- 
ba alter three Months, where the Indians gave them a 
good Reception, furniſhing Proviſions for Hawk(- 
bells, and other Trifles. At length they came to 
Hiſpaniola, where they made but a ſhort Stay, meeting 
with Ships ready to fail for Spain, aboard which they 
embark d, and arriv'd at the Court in ay following, 
*ZFwhich was in the Year 1513, where Exciſo was before, 
having endur'd very much before he arriv'd at Hiſpanio- 
, as did many others who made that Voyage, becauſe 
hey were not ſo expert in Navigation as they are 
now. 


—— | 0 
5 -- 2 
7 45 6 


er? > »- SP gui — TW wars — 2 — "—_ 


— — 


| 


— — 
— äc — — — —3i. 
EN 
* 


— —— 


— 


— 
— — 
— 

— au — 


- ———— — $2 


26 The HisTory of America. 


| 


The Proceedings of the Spaniards ia the 
Hand of Cuba ; Divifonr egg them; (i 
Ferdinand Cortes impriſon'd; James Ve. 4 
laſquez pardons him; what hapued to «Wi 


Preacher there, © 9 


O O return to the Iſland of Caba, the 
Province of Mayci having been ſubdu'd 
the laſt Year 1511, by the Death of 
the Cazique Hauuey, as was ſaid befor, 
when it was known in Jamaica, th 
Captain James Velaſquez, was in Cuba, = 
many of thoſe who were with John de Eſquibel ask d iis 
leave to go over to ſerve under him. Panſilo de Nu. II 
vaez, a Gentleman well born, went as Commander of Wo. 
thirty Archers. He was a Man of a graceful Preſence, Pei 
tall, fair of Complexion, turning upon ruddy, ho ve 
nourable, well diſcours'd and behav'd, but not ove: Ihe 
diſcreet, and negligent. He was well receiv'd with hi h. 
| Archers by James Velaſquex, who gave him the chief ni 
Command next to himſelf, ſo that he govern'd al 
Things under him. The Indians of that Province of 
Mayci being quite ſuppreſs d, James Velaſquez, begin 
to think of dividing them among the Spaniards, 3 
Obando had done by thoſe in Hiſpaniola, and took to ge. 
himſelf thoſe of five Towns, where he had been Licu- th 
cr . 1 
tenant, and to this Purpoſe he founded a Town at: 2 
Harbour on the North Side, which Place was 0 9 
| the 
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the Natives call'd Baracoa, and this was the firſt S. 
id Colony in that Iſland. From this Place he ſent 
Wuarvaex, with thirty Men to the Province of Ba- 
* *po, forty or fiſty Leagues from Baracoa, free from 
Mountains, and agreeable. Only Narvaez rode on 
Mare, all the reſt marching a-foot. The Natives of 
the Country came out to meet them with Proviſions, 
pecauſe they had no Gold, being aftoniſh'd at the 
ght of the great Beaſt, the like whereof they had 
pever ſeen, and that a Man on the Back of it could 


ing about threw up her Heels, as if ſne had kick d. 
The Spaniards took up their Quarters. in an Indian 
Town, the Inhabitants whereof obſerving their ſmall: 

Number, reſolv'd to rid themſelves of them. Tho” 
be Narvaex, as has been ſaid, was not very cautious, he 
'4 had his Mare in the fame Bohio or thatch'd Houſe where 


of Re lay, and a Guard at Night. Near ſeven thouſand 
rc, Viadiaus aſſembled from all Parts of the Province, with: 


their Bows and Arrows, as naked as they were born. 


% hey fell upon 'Narvaez and his Men, after. Mid- 
0 Wight, tho' it was unuſual for them to fight at that 


Time. They gave the Attack in two Parties, and 
pound the Sentinels afleep. The beſt of it was, that 
ct, peing earneſt to plunder the Spariards Cloaths, for they 
10- ver covered to be cloath'd, ſince firſt they faw them, 
They did not obſerve the Time they had agreed on, ſo 
Fhat one Party was more forward than the other, and 
—FEnter'd the Town ſhouting, unexpectedly. MNarvacz 
al ZEwak'd in a Conſternation, having been ſound aſleep, 

Is the reſt were. The Indiaus went into the thatch'd 
Houſes, where finding the Spaniards, they neither 
Founded nor kilfd them, being wholly intent upon 
getting their Cloaths. The Shouts having ſurpriz d 
hem aſleep, the Spaniards in that Fright, knew not 
Lv hether they were alive or dead. Thoſe Indians Nar- 
Fx had carry'd with him from Jamaica, lighted 
w | E 3 Fire-brands, 
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Fire- brands, and thoſe of Cuba by the Light diſcover- - ? | 


ing Narvacz, who began to come to himſelf, one of 
them threw a Stone, which hitting him near the Pit 
of the Stomach, beat him down, and through) 
awak'd him, whercupon he ſaid to a Frauciſcan Frier 
who was there, that he had kill'd him. The Friar en- 
couraging him, and he coming to himſelf, they ſad- 
dled rhe Mare, he mounted bare-footed, with nothing 
on but his Shirt, and another Cotton one over it, and 
faſtning a Parcel of Hawkſ- bells to the Crupper, he 
only gallop'd about the Square, without touching one 


Indian, for as ſoon as they heard him coming, they al 7 


fled into the Wood, being fo terrify'd by the Mare, 


and the Sound of the Bells, that neither Men, Wo- 


men, nor Children made any ſtay till they got int: 
another Province, call'd Camaguey, fifty Leagues di 
tant, leaving their own Country quite unpeopled. 7 
James Velaſquez being inform'd of what had hapned 7 
march'd all over it, and found no-body, but on) 
ſome very old and ſick Perſons. ES 


As ſoon as Narvaez underſtood that they were gon | 


to Comagucy, he purſu'd them, bur going late ove- 
took none, and having but few Men, did not think 


fit to go too far. Before James Velaſquez knew wW1w 


had befallen Varvaez, or march'd from Baracoa, then 
were ſome diſcontented Perſons among his Men, becaul: 


he did not treat them ſo well as they expected, and 
particularly Francis de Morales, a Man of ſome Ac 
count, whom the Admiral had ſent as a Command: | 
under him, yet ſo as not to be in his Power to remee 


him. Velaſquex perceiving that there was a Diſtuib- 3 
ance in his Government, drew up a Proceſs again 


Captain Morales, and ſent him Priſoner to the Admirab i 


and upon this Account the Complaints againſt hin 


daily increas d. At this Time Advice came to Cue 

that Judges of Appeal were arriv'd from Spain in Ht 

paniola, whereupon the Malecontents agreed in privat®? 
= 7533 Shs 3 123 % 
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do draw up their Informations, and ſend them to thoſe 
new Judges, and for as much as it was neceſſary to 
ſend a proper Meſſenger of their own, they found 
none ſo ready, or ſo daring (for he was to croſs the Sea 
between the two Iſlands, which were eighteen Leagues 
= diſtant) as Ferdinand Cortes, whom James Velaſquez, 
> had carry'd from Hiſpaziola, as his Secretary; and with 
him Andreu de Duero, a diſcreet Man, very ſilent, and 
no Way inferior to Cortez, but in that the latter under- 
Z ſtood Latin, which he knew how to make his Advan- 
> rage of, for in other Reſpects he broke Jeſts, and was 
apt to be too open, and therefore not ſo fit for a Secre- 


tary; tho' he was ſly and cautious, yet at that Time te 
did not appear to be ſo knowing, or of ſo extenſive 
a Capacity as he afterwards ſhow'd in Affairs of great- 
er Moment. When he was ready to go aboard a Ca- 
noe, with his Diſpatches, James Yelaſquez, ſeiz d and 
was for hanging him. Several Perſons interceded for 
him, whereupon he order'd him to be put aboard a 
Ship to be ſent to Hiſpaniola; but he finding Means to 
get off his Fetters, tho he could not ſwim, when the 
Ship's Crew were aſleep, threw himſelf into the Sea, 
with a Log of Wood in his Arms. The Water eb⸗ 
bing at that Tune, carry'd him out to Sea above a 
League beyond the Ship; but the Flood returning, 
brought him back again to Shore, tho” fo tir'd and 
plex'd, that he was about quitting the Log, and 
uffering himſelf ro drown. However being aſhore, 
and conſidering that when the Day appear'd, Ne ſhould 
be miſs d aboard the Ship, and ſought after, he hid him- 
ſelf, and when it was Time got into a Church. John 
Muarex, a Native of Granada, who had a very mo- 
deſt maiden Siſter, living near the Church, where 
Cortez had taken Sanctuary; he took a liking to, and 
made it known to her, and taking the Liberty one 
Day to go abroad to make Love, an Alguazil, whoſe 
Name was John Eſcudero, whom Cortes afterwards 
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bang d in New-Spain, coming in at the other Door of 
the Church, took him in his Arms by the Back, and 
carry d him to Goal. The Alcaldes proceeded againſt 
him, and paſs'd a ſevere Sentence. He appeal d to 
Fames Velaſquex, who being of a generous Diſpoſition, 
and not revengeful, at the Requeſt of ſeverak Perſons, 
and particularly of Andrew de Duero, a great Friend to 
Cortes, forgave, but would not admit him into this 
Service again, which brought him ſo low for ſome 
Months, that he valu'd any Kindneſs done him by 
Felaſquez's Ser vaiits. He marry'd Catherine Xuarez, 
with whom he ſaid he was as well -pleas'd: as if ſhe had 
been a Duke's Daughter, becauſe ſhe was very virtu- 
ous. He had a Son, but I cannot be poſitive whether 
by her, or another; and deſir d James Velaſquex to 
ſtand God- father, which he did; and having reſdle d 
to build Towns, he diſtributed the Indians among the 
Spaniards, giving Cortes Land, and a good Number of 
them, in that which was afterwards call'd the City of 
Santiago, making him Alcalde in ordinary, being of 
ſuch a Diſpoſition, that he forgave all Offences. | Nor 
was Cortez, backward in endeavouring to pleaſe him, 
for he was extraordinary ſubtle, inſomuch that he en- 
tirely regain'd his Affection, and manag'd his Indians 
ſo well, that he came to be worth three thouſand Pieces 
_ eight in Gold, which was much Wealth in thoſo 
8. 1 28 25% 90 
'To return to the Place. ako we left Fares: 2 

que x, he was inform'd by the Indians, that a Ship was 
arriv d at the Port of Iagua, with ſome Spaniards, th 
Diſtance being about two hundred Leagues; where - 
upon he ſent:a Canoe well mann d with Fudiaus, to 
carry a Letter, directing them to repair to him. Se- 
baſtian de Ocampo, who commanded that Ship, and 
was the ſame that had ſail'd round the Iſland in the 
Year 1508, having then been to carry Proviſions to 
Darien, and diſpos'd of them, 2 to Hiſpa- 


niola, | 


1 
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Ke was well peat with this Meſſe, becauſe is 


Ship was quite diſabled, and therefore leaving it there 
with three Pipes of Wine, and four Spaniards to ſe- 
cure them, he went aboard the Canoe, with fifteen 
of his Men, and repair'd to James Velaſquez. Soon 
after Velaſqueæ went away to Baracoa, to marry a Lady 
that was come out of Spain for that Purpoſe. The 
Wedding was celebrated with much Joy on a Sud 
but the next Saturday his Wife dy d. This was 
Poſture, when Narvaex return'd from the Purſuit of 
the Indians above-mention'd, having done nothing; 
but they ſoon after came again lamenting, and begging 
Pardon for what they had done, declaring it had been 
a Madneſs, and that they were very forry for it, ſet- 
ting the Prieſt Bartholomew de las Caſas to intercede for 
them, becauſe they always paid him much Reſpect, 
and then carry'd him a ſmall Preſent of Strings of their 


Sort of Beads, which were like rotten Teeth, but 


highly valu'd by them. They were all forgiven, and 
return d to their Houſes. The Cauſe of their Retur- 


ning was, becauſe the Inhabitants of the Province of 


Comaguey, could not entertain them, for tho' all 
Parts of the Ladies are very fruitful, thoſe. People ne- 
ver kept more than was neceſſary for their own Uſe, 
which ſeldom fail d them by reaſon of the ſeaſonable 


3 Weather. Thus the Spariards could never be beſieg'd 


in any of their Forts above eight Days, the Proviſions 


every where falling ſhort, and being to be carry'd on 
Men's Backs, the Store was ſmall, and the very Men 


that carry'd, wanted it for themſelves. 
Tux Perſon who had been nominated Biſhop of 


the Town of the Conception in Hiſpaniola ſtaying long 


away, ſent before him one Don Carlos de Aragon, a ſa- 


mous Preacher, with the Title of his Proviſor. This 
Man being favour'd by ſome of the great ones, was 
follow'd by all the People, and the'more becauſe he us'd 
to rail at the Dominicaus, who always preach'd in Fa- 
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vour of the Indians. This Applauſe made him ſo vain 

and conceited, that he often laſh'd out againſt St. Tho. 7 
mas Aquinas, and utter d many ſcandalous Doctrines. 
Complaint being made of his Inſolence in Spain, he 
went over thither, and travelling in a mean Habit, 
preach'd every where, being follow'd by Abundance 
of People, as far as Burgos. At length he was ſeiz d 
by the Inquiſition, which oblig'd him to recant, and 
anathematize twenty-five erroneous Propoſitions he had 


maintain'd,. in the Cathedral Church of Burgos; ad. 
judging him beſides never more to preach, to be con- J. 
| fin'd during Life, and do perpetual Penance in a Mo- 
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John Ponce de Leon ſails to the North- 
ward, diſcovers Florida, and returns to 
St. John de Puerto Rico; miſt agen No- 


tion of the Indians concerning the Spring 1 


of Bimini, and the River Jordan. 


ESE — OHN Ponce de Leon being out of 


2 Employment, becauſe the Govern- 
ment of the Iſland of St. John de 
„Puerto Rico had been reſtor'd to John 
Ceron and Michael Diaz, and having 
3 gather d much Wealth, he reſoly'd to 
do ſomething that might gain him Honour, and en- 
creaſe his Eſtate; and being inform'd, that there were 
Lands to the Northward, thought fit to go make Diſ- 
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coveries that Way. To this Purpoſe, he fitted out 
three Ships well ſtor'd with Proviſions, and Men, and 
ſail'd from the Port of St. German, on Thurſday the 
third of March 15 12, making for Awuada, to ſteer 
his Courſe from thence. The next Night he ſtood 
* way North-Weſt and by North, running eight 
Leagues by Sun-Riſing. Proceeding till Tueſday fol- 
Yownng, being the eighth of the ſame Month, they 
came to an Anchor at the Shoals of Babueca, near an 
Iſland calF'd del Viejo, or the Old Man's, lying in the 
Latitude of twenty-two Degrees and a half. The 
ppext Day they anchor'd again at one of the Lucayo 
Iſlands, call'd Caycos, and then at another call'd Tiguna, 
in twenty-four Degrees Latitude. The eleventh of 
he fame Month, they arriv'd at the Iſland Auaguayo, 
Pyhere they lay by, and then paſs'd by the Iſland Ma- 
begua, in twenty-four Degrees and a half. The four- 
feenth they come up with Guanahani, in twenty-five 
Pegrees four Minutes, where they refitted a Ship to 
roſs the Bay to the Windward of the LZacayos. 
This Iſland Guanahani was the firſt the Admiral Chri- 
Nopher Columbus diſcover'd, when he landed at his firſt 
WF oyage, and call'd it San Salvador; or St. Saviour. 
From hence they ſteer'd North-Weſt, and on Sunday 
e twenty- ſeventh, being Eaſter-Day, in Spaniſh call'd 
ſqua de Flores, they ſaw an Iſland, and paſs'd by. 
Aonday the twenty-eighth, they held on fifteen Leagues 
e fame Way, as they did on Wedneſday, when the 
W/cather proving foul, they ſtood till the ſecond of 
AY pril Weſt North-Weſt, the Water growing Shoal 
they came to nine Fathoms, a League from the 
2 and, which was in thirty Degrees eight Minutes, 
bey ran along the Coaſt ſeeking ſome Harbour, 
'® d at Night anchor'd near the Shore in eight Fathoms 
Fr. Believing that Land to be an Iſland, they 
m d it Florida, becauſe it appear'd very delightful, 
ung many pleaſant Groves, and it was all level; as 
Vox, II. F 90 alſo 
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alſo becauſe they diſcover'd it at Eaſter, which as has 
been ſaid, the Spaniards call Paſqua de Flores, or Florida. 
John Ponce went aſhore to diſcover and take Poſſeſſion, 

Friday the eighth they fail'd again the ſame Way, and 
on Saturday South and by Eaſt till the twentieth of 
April, they perceiv'd ſome Indian Bohios, or Cottages, 


where they anchor d. The next Day the three Ships 


keeping along the Edge of the Sca, they met with a 
Current ſo ſtrong that it drove them back, tho' they 


had the Wind large. The two Ships that were neareſt | 


to Land dropp d their Anchors, but the Force of the 


Current was ſo great that it ſtrain'd the Cables. The 


third which was a Brigantine, and farther out at Sea, 


either found no Bottom, or was not ſenſible of the 4 
Current, which carry'd it ſo far from the Shore that 
they. loſt Sight of it, tho' the Day was bright, and the J 


Weather fair. 


John Ponce being call'd by the Iadiam, went aſhore, | 
and they immediately endeavour d to poſſeſs themſelves | 
of the Boat, the Oars, and the Arms, which was born 
with, rather than provoke them; till one of them FF 
ſtunning a Sailor with a Stroak of a Cudgel he gave | 
him on the Head, the Spariards were oblig'd to fight, 
and had two of their Men wounded with Darts, and 
Arrows, pointed with ſharp Bones, and the Tadian 
receiv'd little Damage. Night parting them, Fohn > 
Ponce with ſome Difficulty got his Men together, and 
fail'd from thence to a River, where they wooded and 
water'd, and waited for the Brigantine. Sixty [ndians | 
came to oppoſe them, one of whom was taken to give 
ſome Information, and to learn Spaniſh. This River 
they call'd de la Crux, or of the Croſs, leaving one 
of Stone there with an Inſcription. Sunday the eighth 
of May they doubled the Cape of Florida, giving it | 
the Name of Cabo de las Corrientes, or Cape Currents, | 
becauſe they are ſtronger there than the Wind, and 
came to an- Anchor near a Town call d {baioas ” | 
| | | This 


{0 


The HIS TO RT of Amcrica. 25 


this Coaſt, from Cape Arracifes to this Cape Corrientes 
lies North and South, one Point to the Eaſtward, 
„is clean, and has ſix Fache ms Water, the Cape ly- 
1 ing in eighteen Degrees fifteen Minutes. They ſail d 
J on till they met with two Iſlands to the Southward in 
» = rwenty-ſeven Degrees; one of which, being a League 
in Compaſs, they nam'd Savta Marta, and water'd 
4 there. Friday the thirtcenth of May, they ſail'd along 
Y XZ a Shoal, and a Ridge of Iflands, as far as one they 
t F call'd Pala, lying in twenty-ſix Degrees and a half. 
© Between the Shoal and Row of Iſlands and the Con- 
& XZ tinentis a ſpacious Sea, like a Bay. On Whitſanday, 
„ the fifteenth of Ma, they proceeded ten Leagues 
e along the Ridge of ſmall Iſlands as far as two white 


at 1 ones, and call'd them altogether los Martires, or the 
je Martyrs, becauſe the high Rocks, at a Diſtance, | 
look like Men that are ſuffering, and the Name has fit- 


e, ted them well on Account of the many that have ſince 
es been caſt away there. They lye in twenty-ſix De- 
rn grees fifteen Minutes. They held on, ſometimes 
m North and ſometimes North-Eaſt, till the twenty- third 
ve of May, and on the twenty-fourth ran along the 
at. Coaſt, to the Southward, as far as ſome {mall Iſlands 
nd that lay out at Sea, and yet did not perceive that was 
s the Continent. A Way appearing to be between them 
bn and the Coaſt for the Ships to take Wood and Water, 
nd they continu d there all the third of June, and careen d 
nd one of the Ships call'd St. Chriſtopher. Here the Indi- 
an ans came out in Canoes to view the Chriſtians, being 
ive the firſt: Time they did fo, for the Spariards, tho 
ver call'd by them, would not go aſhore. When they 
one went about to weigh an Anchor only to remove it, 
hth 2} thoſe People thinking they were going away, came 
git out in their Canoes, and laid hold of the Cable, 
nts, to draw the Ship away ; whereupon the Long- Boat 
and was ſent after them, and. the Men going aſhore took 
Al four Women, and broke two old 'Ganoes. At other 
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Times when they came, there was no falling out, as 
finding no Opportunity, bur on the contrary they bar- 
ter'd ſome Skins, and low Gold. | 
- dy 7 the fourth of June, whilſt they were waiting 
for a Wind to go in Queſt of the Cazique Carlos, 
who the Indians that were aboard ſaid had Gold, a Ca- 
noe came to the Ships with an Indian that underſtood 
the Spaniards, ſuppos d to be a Native of Hiſpaniola, 
or ſome of the Iſlands inhabited by Chriſtians, he bid 
them ſtay, ſor the Cazique would ſend Gold to barter. 
They waiting accordingly, ſaw twenty Canoes, Part 
of them made faſt two and two together; ſome of 
them went to the Anchors, others to the Ships, and 
begun to fight. Thoſe at the Anchors not being able 
to weigh them, attempted to cut the Cables. A Long- 
Boat was ſent out, which put them to Flight, taking 
four and killing ſome Indians. John Ponce (ent two of 1 
them tp tell the Cazique, that tho“ he had kill d a | 
Spaniard, he would make Peace with him. The next 
Day the Boat went to ſound the Harbour, and the 
Men landed. Some Indiaus came and told them, that 
the Cazique would come the next Day to trade; but 
it was an Impoſition, to gain Time to draw Men and 
Canoes together, as it appear'd, for at eleven of the | 
Clock, eighty Canoes well equipp'd, attack d the near- 
eſt Ship, and fought from Morning till Night, with- 
out doing the Spaziards any Harm, the Arrows falling 
ſhort, becauſe they durſt not come near, for fear of | 
the Croſs-Bows and Great Guns. At length they 
drew off, and the Spaniards having ſtay'd there nine 
Days, reſolv'd on Monday the fourteenth to return to 
 Hiſpaniola and Puerto Rico, diſcovering ſome Iſlands in 
the Way, of which the Iadiaus they had with them 
gave an Account. They fail'd among Iflands till | 
Tueſday the twenty-firſt, when they arriv'd at the ſmall | 
Iſlands they call'd las Tortugas, or the Tortoiſes, becauſe 
they took one hundred and ſeventy of them in a ſhort 
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Time one Night in one of them, and might have ta- 
ken more if they would. They alſo took fourteen 
Dog-Fiſhes, and kill'd many Sea Gulls, and as man 

of other Sorts of Birds as made up five thouſand. 
Friday the twenty- fourth, they ſteer d South-Weſt 
and by Weſt. On Sunday they ſaw Land, fail'd along 
it all Monday, and on Wedneſday came to an Anchor, 
to trim their Vards and Sails, but could not tell what 
Country it was. Moſt of them took it for Cuba, be- 
cauſe they found Canoes, Dogs, Cuts of Knives, and 
other iron Tools; yet none of them knew it to be 
that Iſland. The twenty-fifth of Juh they were 
among a Parcel of low Iſlands, without knowing, 
any Thing of that Place, till ohn Ponce ſent to view 
an Ifland, which appear d to be Bahama, and fo an old 
Indian Woman they had found alone in another Iſland 
told them, as did Fames Miruelo, a Pilot, who hap- 
ned to be there with a Boat from Hiſpaniola. Having 
rang'd backward and forward till the twenty- third of 
September, and refitted the Ships, John Ponce reſolv'd 
to ſend one of them to take a View of the Iſland of 
Bimini, where the Indians ſaid there was much Wealth, 
and a Spring that made old People young again. John 
Perez, de Ortubia was appointed Captain of that Ship, 
and Antony de Alaminos Pilot. They took two Indians 


to ſhow the Shoals, there being ſo many, that it is a 


difficult Matter to paſs between them. Twenty Days 


after, Fohn Ponce return'd to Puerto Rico, as did ſome 


Time after him the Ship he had ſent, which found the 


Iſland of Bimini, but not the wonderful Spring; yer 


the Iſland was large, pleaſant, and abounding in other 


Waters, and delightſul Groves. 


IT is certain, that Fohn Ponce de Leon, beſides the 
main Deſign of _— new Diſcoveries, as all the Spa- 
ziards then aſpir'd to do, was intent upon finding out 


the Spring of Bimini, and a River in Florida, the Indians 
of Cuba and Hiſpaniolaathrming that old People bathing | 


themſelves 
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themſelves in them, became young again, and it was 
certain that many Jadians of Cuba, firmly believing that 
there was ſuch a River, had, not long before the Spas | 
wiards diſcover'd that Iſland, paſs'd over into Florida in 
Queſt of that River, and there built a Town, where 
the Race of them continues to this Day. This Re- 
port prevail d with all the Princes and Caziques in thoſe 
Parts, to endeavour to find out a River that wrought 
ſuch a wonderful Change as making of old People 
young, ſo that there was not a River, or Brook, nor 
ſcarce à Lake, or Puddle in all Florida, but what they 
bath d themſelves in, and there are ſome ſtil} that per- 
ſiſt in it, ignorantly believing that it is the River 
now call d Jordan, at the Cape of Santa Elena, never 
teflecting, that the Spanuiards firſt gave it that Name in 
the Year 1520, when the Country of Chicora was diſ- 
cover d. Thoꝰ this Voyage made by John Nonce turn'd 
to little or no Account to him, yet it gave him En- 
couragement to go to Court to fue. for ſome Reward 
for the Countries he had diſcover'd, believing them to 
be all Iflands, and no Continent, which Notion con- 
tinu'd ſome Vears. However that Voyage was bene- 
ficial on account of the Way ſoon after found out to 
return to Spain, through the Chanel of Bahama, which 
was firft perform'd by the Pilot Autony de Alaminos, 
as ſhall be ſaid in its Place. For the better underſtand- 
ing of John Ponce's Voyage, it is to be obſerv'd, That 
there are three different Parcels of Lucayo Iſlands. 
The firſt the Bahama Iſlands, which gave Name to 
the Chanel, where the Currents are moſt impetuous. 
The ſecond they call'd de los Organos, and the third 
thoſe of the Martyrs, which are next to the Cayos of 
the Tortoiſes to the Weſtward, which laſt being all 
Sand, cannot be ſeen at a Diſtance, and therefore ma- 
ny Ships have periſh'd on them, and all along that 
Coaſt of the Chanel of Bahama, and the lands Tor- 
rapas. Havana in the Iſland of Cuba is to the South- 
| | ward, 
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| ward, and Florida to the Northward, and betweeen 


them are the aforeſaid Iſlands of Organos, Bahama, 
Martyrs, and Tortugas, having a Chanel, with a vio- 
lent Current, twenty Leagues over in the narroweſt 


Place between Havana and los Martyres, and fourteen 
Leagues from los Martyres to Florida, between Iſlands 


to the Eaſtward; and the wideſt Part of this Paſſage 
ro the Weſtward is forty Leagues, with many Shoals, 
and deep Chanels, but there is no Way for Ships or 
Brigantines, only for Canoes; but the Paſſage from 
Havana to come to Spain, is along the Chanel of Ba- 


hama, between the ſaid Havana, the Martyres, the La. 


Cayos, and Cape Canaveral. 
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CHAP. VL 

Controverſies among the Spaniards at Da- 
rien; Baſco Nunez de Balboa prepares 
to ſet out to diſcover the South-Sea; 
Proceedings of the Dominican Friars, 
in Favorr of the Indians; Martyrdom 
of the Dominicans at Cumana; Cuba 

reduc d; three Spaniards, eo Women, 

and a Man, found among the Indians in 
the Province of Havana. | 


* > 
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OLE FTER Roderich Euriquex de Colmenaret, 
and Joh de Cayxedo departed from Darien, 
ss Deputics from thoſe People to the King, 
' new. Contentions aroſe among them, on ac- 


count that Bartholomew Hurtado, who was much in 


Favour with Baſco Nn, took that as an Occaſion 


77 


do 
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AO 
to inſult others, who thought themſelves as good 
The Malecontents, headed by Alonſo Perez. de la Rua, 
who moſt reſented thoſe Indignities, ry together 


to ſeize upon Baſco Nunez, and depoſe him from his 
Authority over them, and with him Bartholomew 
Hurtado, as their principal Enemy. Baſco Nunez, be- 
ing a cautious active Man, who knew all that was 
talk d and in Agitation, prevented them, by ſecuring 
Alonſo Perez, The Conſpirators had Recourſe to 
Arms to reſcue him, Baſco Nunez, with thoſe that 
{till adher'd to him, came out to oppoſe them. When 


they were ready to engage in the Market Place, ſome, . 


who better confider'd the Conſequences, interpos'd, 
asking them, why they would deſtroy one another, 
ſince whichſoever Party prevail'd was ſure to periſh at 
the Hands of the Indians? Whereupon they forbore 
fighting that Day, upon Condition that Alonſo Perez 
ſhould be releas'd ; but the Prejudice ſtill continuing, 
the next Day the Conſpirators ſeiz'd Bartholomew Hur- 
tado, tho', ſome Perſons interpoſing, they ſoon let him 
go, but reſolv'd to arreſt Baſco Nunez, thinking by 
that Means to put an End to the Controverſy, alledg- 
ing, that he did not divide the Gold and S'aves accor- 


ding to Merit, and this they did in order to ſeize ren 


thouſand Caſtellanos that were in Bank, and to divide 
them among themſelves. Baſco Nuez being inform d 
of it, went out of the Town that Night, upon Pre- 
rence of going a hunting, confiding that thoſe whom 
he us'd. to favour in the Dividends would not forſake 
him, and believing himſelf fafer in the Country. It 


fell out as he expected, for the ten thouſand Caſtellanos - 
being ſeiz d, Alonſo Perez, divided them, giving ſome 


of the meaner Sort more than was thought proper, and 
much leſs to thoſe that were of a higher Rank. Baſco 
Nuiez in the mean Time kept out of the Town, well 
diſpos'd to leave thoſe People of Darien, as knowin 

their reſtleſs Tempers ; but in ſhort, thoſe of his Bar- 
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were ſo much diſfatisfy'd with the Diſtribution, 


that being ſenſible how well Baſco Nunex could diſtin- 
guiſh between Men of Merit and Service, oy fell 


upon the others, and ſeizing Alonſo Perez, and the 
Batchelor Corral, put them into the Fort, where they 


kept them in Irons. Whilſt theſe Things were in Agt- 
tation, and thoſe People ready to deſtroy one another, 
two Ships arriv'd with one hundred and fifty Span- 
ardi, and their Lading of Proviſions. Their Com- 


mander was Chriſtopher Serrano, ſent by the Admiral 
from Hiſpaniola, to the Relief of rhoſe at Darien. It 


was reported, that the Treaſurer Paſſamonte ſent Baſco 
Nunez a Commiſſion, as Captain General of all that 


Country; for it was thought that he had Authority 
from the King to appoint Commanders, and Governours 


on the Continent, as he thought fit, which no-body 
was ſurpriz'd at, ſeeing the King fo averſe to the Admi- 
ral's Intereſt, and Paſſamonte and the other Officers ſo 


unanimous in contriving his Ruin, for their own 
Igntereſt, and becauſe they could not brook a Superior. 


X Baſco Nunez was overjoy d to be thus eſtabliſh'd by re- 
gal Authority, for till then he had none but what he 
ZE maintain'd by Force and Art. Having receiv'd this 
Supply, he reſolv'd to ſubdue all the Country about, 
ſince his Men could no longer refufe to obey him, and 
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it was not convenient to let them be idle. For Joy of 


this good Fortune, he upon ſmall Entreaty releas'd the 


Priſoners, and was reconcil'd to them. This Satis- 

faction was ſoon abated, becauſe the Batchelor Erci/o 

arriving at the Court of Spain, and having complain'd 
' ZRof the Wrongs he pretended Baſco Nunez had done 
him, of his being the Occaſion of Viczeſa's periſhing, 
and his worming himſelf into the Government; his 
Majeſty was provok d, order'd Proceſs to be made 
Jagainſt him, and he was accordingly adjudg'd to make 
good all that Enciſo had loſt by his Means, and to 
come to Court to anſwer for himſelf; of all which 


= 
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Zamudio gave him Notice, ſo that he was ever after 4 
very apprehenſive of a Fall, hourly expecting ſone 
Body might come and depoſe him. Theſe Thoughts 
making him uneaſy, and being a Man of a great Spi- 

rit, he reſolv'd to attempt the Diſcovery of the 
other Sea, and the Wealth he had been told of, which 

was then look'd upon as a very difficult Enterprize, 
having been told that it requir d one thouſand Men. 
This he reſolv'd on, becauſe if he ſhould prove ſuc- * 
ceſsful, ſuch a conſiderable Piece of Service might obC- 
literate all that was paſt, and if he hapned to die, it 
would put an End to all his Fears. To this Effecr 
he difcours'd his Men, telling them, that tho the En- 
terprize ſeem'd difficult, he hop'd it would prove better 
than they expected. He pick d out one hundred and 
ninety Spaniards, of the beſt he had at Darien, and thoſe 
Chriſtopher Serrano had carry'd over, whom he thought 
the moſt enur'd to Fatigues, and ſubmiſſive, with 
ſome fierce Dogs, and providing one thouſand 1n4ia 
for Service, with Proviſions, a Brigantine, and ten 


large Canoes, the Men well arm'd with Targets, 
Swords, Croſs-Bows, and Firelocks. In this Poſ- 
ture he waited the proper Time to ſet out. 3 

WHILST theſe Things hapned at Darien, 
ſeveral Orders were taken in Spain in Relation to 
the Affairs of the Indies. Some Spaniards having 
been kill d by the Canibals in the Iſland of Guadalupe, 


LI. 4 
Roe. 
+ 


it was decreed, that they ſhould be made Slaves, to 
eaſe the Indians of other Iſlands. The Dominican Fri-- 
ars had leave to keep a Houle at Sevil, for the Inſtructi- 
on of fifteen Indian Boys, to be ſtill ſupply d by others 
as they went out from thence, the Arch biſhs offer- 
ing to maintain them. The Proceedings of ams 
Velaſquex at Cuba were approv'd of, and be directed to 
endeavour to reduce the Zzdians there by fair Means. 
The King being intent upon finding a Paſſage to the 
Spice Iſlands, without encroaching upon what the Crown 
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1 of the Indiaus prov 
the King to paſs over with the Friars of 
the Continent to preach to thoſe Infidels without be- 
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of Portugal claim'd, ſent Fohn Diaz de Solis and Vincent 
Tanez Pinzon upon that Expedition, who failing to the 
Southward, diſcover'd the great River, which they 
nam'd of Solis, and is now call'd de /a Plata, or of 
Plate. Fohn Ponce de Leon being come to Court, and 
well receiv'd by the King, obtain'd a Grant for ma- 
king Settlements on the Ifland of Bimini, and on the 
Coaſt of Florida. The Dominican Friars ſtill preiſing 
that the Indians ſhould be maintain'd in their full Li- 
berty, were told, that the contrary had been decided 
by many Divines, becauſe they were not capable of 
enjoying that Privilege; however many Directions 
were given concerning the Manner of Governing and 
Inſtructing them in the Chriſtian Religion. | 
FATHER Peter de Cordova, Superior of the Domini- 
can Friars, perceiving that all he could do in Favour 
d of no Effect, begg'd Leave of 
1s Order to 


ing moleſted by the Spaniards. His Majeſty granted 
his Requeſt, and gave his Commands that he ſhould 
be furniſh'd at Hiſpaniola with all Things requiſite for 
that pious Undertaking. FE 
FATHER Peter arriving in Hiſpaniola, found the 
Admiral, and the King's Officers very ready to obey 


the Orders he brought, and therefore he ſent three of 


his Friars before, to begin to preach among the Indians, 


to find out a convenient Place to ſettle, and fend an Ac- 


count of all that was requiſite for others to follow. 


A Ship was appointed to carry them from Hiſpaniola 
to the neareſt Part of the Continent, being two hun- 
dred Leagues diſtant. The Religious Men that went 
were Father Antony onteſmo, F. Francis de Cordova, 


and Brother John Garces ; the firlt of which falling 


Sick at the Iſland of St. John de Puerto Rico, was left 
there, and the other two proceeded on their Voyage. 
Being come to the Continent, they landed ata Town 
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on the Coaſt of Cumana, where the Indians receiv d 
them with Joy, gave them to eat, and entertain d al! 
in a friendly manner, whereupon the Sailors went . 
way and left them. Some time after, the Pearl Fiſne- 

ry beginning to be carry'd on there, a Ship came to 
trade for them, the Spaniards landed, and were very 
glad to ſee the Friars. The Indians being always a | 
fraid, as ſoon as they ſaw Ships us'd to fly. but now 
being under the Protection of the Religious Men they 7 
ſtirr d not, and furniſh'd the Ship with Proviſions. 
They ſtaid there ſome time in a friendly manner, and 
one Day invited the Lord of the Town, whoſe Nane 
was Don Alonſo, the Indians being very fond of Span 
Names, to go dine aboard the Ship, with his Wife. 
The Cazique accepted of the Invitation, by the Ad. 
vice of the Fathers, thinking he had ſufficient Hoſtz © 


ges of them, for otherwiſe he would not have hazard- 
ed himſelf, and accordingly he went into the Long 
Boat, with his Wife, and ſeventeen others, who it is 


likely were his Children, Kindred, and Servants. 4, 


ſoon as they were aboard, the Spaniards hoiſed Sail, and 9 


A 


made away. The People of the Town being alarm'd by L 
this wicked Action, ran all of them to kill the Friars, 8 
believing they had been concern'd in it. The Fathers 
excus'd themſelves, the Indians lamented, and were 
with much Difficulty appeas'd, upon Promiſe that thev 
ſhould be brought again within four Moons or Months, 
Whilſt they were all in this Affliction, for the Com- 
fort of the Fathers, it pleas'd God, that a Ship arriv'd 
there, the Men whereof landing, found both the rel- 
ious Men, and the Natives in that Affliction, and 
4 36 been inform'd of what had hapned, promis'd to ä 
give notice of it in Hiſpaniola, and endeavour to have tbe 
Cazique and the reſt reſtor'd, the Fathers at the ſame 
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Time writing to their Superior F. Peter de Cordon, 


to acquaint him, that unleſs the Reſtitution were made 
they ſhould be put to Death. The firſt of cthok 8 
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1 70 themſelves, as unlaw 
ftom whence they had been brought, making them 
Slaves, or Naborias, the Name by which the Indians 
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3 b Ships arriving at Santo Domingo, thoſe Indians were ex- 


d to Sale, but the Judges of Appeals took them to 
_ x fly id, tho* they knew not 


call'd their Servants. A few Days after the other 


; I Ship arriv'd that brought the Letters from the Religi- 
"XZ ous Men, when the Captain of the firſt Ship, per- 
ceiving that his Villainy was diſcover'd, took Sanctua- 
ry in t 


Movaſtery of the Mercenarians, that was then 
Building, and took the Habit upon him, for fear of 


being brought to Juſtice. The Dominican Friars ha- 


ving receiv d the Letters, apply d to thoſe unjuſt 


3 Judges, intreating and requiring them to reſtore the 


Cazique, and his Company, without which the Fa- 
thers would be put to Death ; but thoſe wicked Men 
had no regard to their Entreaties, to the Death of thoſe 
Religious Men, the Honour of the Chriſtian Religion 
or any other Morive, preferring their private Intereſt 
in detaining of thoſe Captives, before all other Conſi- 
derations, and accordingly they conſumed thoſe un- 
fortunate People in their Service, and when the four 
Months were expir'd, the Indians kill'd the Friars. 
Some Time after the Spamiards ſettled a Colony on the 
little Iſland of Cubagua, the which affording no freſh 
Water, they went over to fetch it in Casks from the 
Coalt of Cumana, where they committed many Out- 
rages. 
| 8 concluded what hapned on the Continent 
this Year 1513, it will be proper to return to Cuba, 
where the Natives being return d to the Province of Bay- 
amo, as has been ſaid, James Velaſquez order'd Panfilo de 
Narvaez, with one hundred Men, to march to the Pro- 
vince of Camagney, and ſo on through the Iſland, taking 
the Licentiate Bartholomew de las Caſas with him. At 
Cueyba, where Alonſo de Ojeda and his Men had tra- 
velld through the Quagmire above ſpoken of, and * 
| Q 
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of them left a Picture of the Bleſſed Virgin Ma, 
they receiv d the Spaniards in moſt friendly manner, 
but the Cazique fearing they ſhould take that Picture 
from him, for which he had a great Veneration, fled 
into the Woods with it, and abſconded till they were 
gone. The ſame good Reception the Spaniards met 
with in the Province of Camaguey, the Licentiate Caſa 
all the way they wenr baptizing an infinite Number of 
Children; and becauſe the Soldiers committed ſome 
_ Diſorders, Father Caſas directed, that when they came 
into a Town, the Indians ſhould leave one part of the 
Houſes to him and his Fellows, retiring themſelves i- 
to the reſt, and his Men upon Pain of Death not tro 
o into the Quarters of thoſe People. By theſe means 
e gain'd ſuch Reputation among the Indians, that to 
have any thing done he deſir'd, he needed only ſend 7 
an Indian with a Piece of Paper on a Stick to tell them 
the Content of that Letter were, that they ſhould not 
be diſturb'd, for no Harm would be done them, but 
Furniſh Proviſions, have their Children in Readineſs 
to be baptiz'd, and leave one Part of their Town emp» 1 
ty, which if they did not the Father would be angry, 
which was the Threat they moſt dreaded, having tb 
greateſt Veneration for him, and looking upon it as a 
wonderful Thing that the Spaniards ſhould know what 
was done at a Diſtance by thoſe Letters. Thus they 
travell'd through the Country, the Natives every 
where flocking to ſee ſuch ſtrange People, but more 
particularly four Mares they had with them, whick 
they all admir d. When the Spaniards came to Camas, 
about two thouſand Indians were fitting in a ſquare 
open Place upon their Hams, as is uſual among them, 
looking upon the Mares, in a great Conſternation, _ | 
above five hundred more were in a Bohio, or thatch'd\ [2 1 
Houſe. When any of the Indiaus the Spaniards brought : 
along with them, being about one thouſand, offer dd 
to go into any Hauſe, the other gave them Fowls ro "i 
| | forbear, 
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7 Forbear, as knowing them to be worſe than their Ma- 
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ſters. The Cuſtom was that the Commander in Chief 


= ppointed one to diſtribute the Proviſions the Indians - 
gave. It hapned that Narvaez being mounted on his 
are, as were the Maſters of the other three on theirs, 
and Father Caſas looking on to ſee how the Proviſi- 


Jons were diſtributed, a Spaniard on a ſudden drew his 


Sword, and all the reſt being one hundred did the 
ſame, and fell upon the Indians, who, as has been ſaid. 
were ſitting in the Square, gazing on the Mares, with 


Admiration. Father Caſas, and thoſe that were with 


him did all that in them was to put a a> ro that 
Mliſchief, which mig have been ſooner 


one, had 


not Narvaez been of that negligent Diſpoſition, as has 


been obſerv'd. However the Hurt done was conſide- 


rable. Enquiry being made, who it was that firſt 


= drew his Sword, and why, it could not be found out, 
but if it was the Perſon ſuſpected, he afterwards came 
do a miſerable End. This being reported through the 
I Iſland, all the Natives fled by Sea to thoſe little I- 
lands, which are ſo numerous on the South ſide of 
Cuba, call'd by Admiral Columbus, the Queen's Gar- 
din. The Spariards departing the aforeſaid Town, 
incampꝰ d on a ſpacious new grubb'd up Ground, on 
"2X which there was Plenty of Tuca to make Cazabi Bread, 
and having made Huts for themſelves, and Attendants, 
the Indian Men went to fetch the Twca, and the Wo- 
men made the Bread. When they had lain there ſome 
Days, an Indian of about twenty-five Years of Age 
came from thoſe, who had forſaken their Dwellings, 


and going directly to Father de las Caſass Hut, ſpoke 


; to an old Indian of Hiſpaniola, that had been ſome time 


with the Father, being a diſcreet Man, and a good 


"2X Chriſtian, calld Camacho. He told him, he would 
live with the Father, and had a Brother fifteen Years 
old, who would do fo too. Camacho commended 


him, and acquainted his Maſter, who receiv'd him 
| | very 
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ful alive, and no leſs well taſted when roaſted, being 
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very aff.Ctionately, gave him a Shirt and ſome Bau- 
bles, and he went away, promiſing to bring back the i 
Inhabitants of his own Town. After having ſtay'd 
away ſo long that his Return was deſpair'd of, he at 
length came, with his Brother, and one hundred and 
eighty Men and Women, bringing their Goods, and 
ſeveral Strings of Beads to preſent to the Father. The 
Spaniards rejoyc'd at their Return, ſhow'd much Friend. 
ſhip, and ſent them home to their Houſes; bur the 
Brothers above-mention'd ſtay'd with Father Caſas. 
The News being ſpread abroad that theſe had been wel! 
receiv'd, all the reſt that were fled, return'd to their 
reſpective Towns. Here Advice was brought, that 
the Indians at Havana had two Spaniſh Women and one 
Man among them. It was not thought fit to ſtay till Va 
the Forces marched thither, the Diſtance being one 


hundred Leagues, and therefore Father Caſas ſent one 


of his uſual Pieces of Paper by Indians, bidding them 

ſend away that Man and the Women to him immedi-—t— 

ately, or he would be very angry. The Spaniards left 
thoſe Barracks where they lay, to march to a Town 
that was on the North Coaſt; the Houſes whereof 
were built on great Forks in the Water, and paſs'd 
through others, and among them one Carahote, which 
they call'd Caſa Harta, or Houſe of Fulneſs, becauſe - 
they there found wonderful Plenty of all Proviſions, | 

as Cazabi Bread, Fiſh, and particularly Parrots, for in 
about fifteen Days they ſtay'd there, they ſpent above 
ten thouſand of theſe Birds, which were very beauti- 


taken by Boys on Trees, as has been ſaid beſore. Some- 
times they went by Sea in fifty Canoes, which look'd 8 
like a Fleet of Galleys, and the Indians willingly fun- 
niſh'd them. Whilſt they were all at their Eaſe in tgne 
aforeſaid Town they call'd Caſa Harta, they ſaw a 
Canoe coming well furniſn'd with Indiaus to row, and 
landed cloſe by F. Caſas's Quarters, and in it were 
: two ng 
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o Women ſtark naked, only their Privities cover'd | 
With Leaves. One of them was about forty and the 
@ther eighteen or twenty Years of Age, looking like 


gur firſt Parents in the terreſtrial Paradiſe., Something 


p cloath them was provided among the Spaniards, there 
Jas much rejoycing for their Deliverance, and ſoon af- 


er they were marry d to two honeſt Men. They ſaid 


he Indians had kill'd ſome Spaniards, that were going 


n 


Nong the Coaſt, overſetting their Canoes and drowni 


them, ay ſaving the two Women; but that ſeven Spa- 
Wards had nevertheleſs ſwam aſhore, with their Swords, 
| which a Cazique demanded, and hung them on a great 


Free, of the Sort they call Cæpba, and then kill'd ths 
Men. A Letter, or Bit of Paper was alſo ſent to the 
Eazique that kept the Spaniard, ordering he ſhould 
2 him, as he had done, till the Forces came this 
er. 


The End of the Ninth Book. 
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Of the vaſt CoNnTINENT and ISLANDS of 
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Baſco Nunez de Balboa marches over Lan, 

diſcovers the South-Sea, takes Poſen 

of it for the Crown of Spain, and gets l 

formation of Peru. 2 
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RE Aſo Nunez, de Balboa having reſolv'd u 
28} march over to the South-Sea, and provi 

Kel ded all Things in Order to it, ſet os 
from Darien about the beginning of V 
a — tember 1 513, going by Sea as A 45 t 
Territories of the Cazique Careta, whoſe Daughu 
he had, and who receiv d him in very friendly mu 
ner. He there left the Brigantine, and the Canos 
and advanc'd towards the Mountains, and the Cour 
try of Ponca, Careta aligning ſome of his Subject u 
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ttend him. The Cazique Ponta, who had Spies a- 
road. being inform'd, that the Spaziards were coming 
up his Mountains, hid himſelf in the moſt ab 

Part of his Lands. Baſco Nunez ſent ſome of the Ca- 
veta Indians, to aſſure him that he would do him ne 
Harm, but would be his Friend, as he was Careta's, 
end he thought fit to come to him, rather than ab- 
ſcond about in that manner, carry ing the Value of 

done hundred and ten Peſos of Gold, which was all 
he had. Baſco Nunez, receiv'd him with much Joy, 
that he might have no Enemy behind, reſolving rather 
to gain by fair than by foul Means, though he was 
pleas d they ſhould ſtand much in Awe of him for a 
5 ie Severity. He gave him abundance of Beads, 
L ooking-glaſſes, and Hawks-Bells, and that which the 
Indians moſt valu'd, viz. ſome Iron Axes, being of 
great Uſe to hew down Trees, and build their Houſes. 
Te then demanded of him Guides, and Men to carry 
*X Burdens, whilſt he went up the Hills, and advanc'd 
farther. The Cazique granted all he deſir' d, and gave 
him Plenty of Proviſions, and then he held on his 
Journey up the Mountains, and came into the Domi- 
nion of a great Lord, whoſe Name was Quarequa, 
X whom he found ready to | Gps him ; for the Fame 
of the Spaniards being ſpread abroad, he had provided, 
for fear of being ſeiz'd as his Neighbours had been. 
Quarequa came 42 with a great Number of Men, 
X arm'd with Bows and Arrows, and a ſort of Slings, 
with which they threw Staves hardned in the Fire, 
luke Darts, dreadful Weapons among naked People, 
for they paſs d quite through their Bodies. They had 
x alſo Maganas made of Palm-tree Wood, as hard as 
Iron, which they us'd like Clubs with both Hands, 
EF though they were flat. In this manner the [udians 
met the Spariards, asking, what they would have, or 
what they came for, requiring them, at the ſame time 
to proceed no farther, Obſerving then that they 22 
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tack d the Spaniards with dreadful Cries, and extraor- 


dinary Fury. Baſco Nuses ſeeing ſuch a Multitude, 
told his Soldiers, he would rather in —_—_ | 
t 


People they ſhould keep their Ranks, than other wiſe 
expreſs their Valour ; and.order'd to diſcharge ſome 


ra * 


Croſs-bow-s and Firclocks, whereupon ſome dropp'd 


down dead. The Vudians ſeeing the Fire, and hear | 


lud not what was faid, their Lord came werd to 4 
the Front, cloath'd in Cotton, and with him ſome of 
the prime Men, all the reſt ſtark naked. They at. 
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ring the thundering Report, believing they had been 


Flaſhes cf Lightning, and that the Spaniards had Pow. 


er to deſtroy them, they all fled to a Man, in ſuch 
Conſt::nation, that they thought rhe "Spaniards were 


no better than Devils. The Dogs were ſet at them, 


whilſt their Maſters cut off the Limbs of ſome, with 


their Swords, ran ſome through the Bodies, and ripp'd 
up the Bellies of others, the Dogs tearing others in 
Pieces. The Cazique was there kill'd, with his prime 
Men, that were diſtinguiſhable, and about ſix hun- 
dred more. Some were taken, and their Town plun- | 
der'd, where the Conquerors found a conſiderable 
Quantity of Gold. Among the Priſoners was a Bro- 


ther of the Cazique, and ſome others, cloath'd like 
Women, and Baſco- Nunez judging that they were 


guilty of the Sin of Sodomy, ſet the Dogs at them, 
and they were in a Moment torn to Pieces ; which 3 
was all the Proof there was in this Caſe, tho' Goma 
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affirms it. Some Spaniards were grown ſickly with = | 


Hunger, and Wearineſs, for which Reaſon Baſco Nu- 
ex left them in Owzarequa's Town, where he took ®Þ 
freſh Guides, and Men to carry Burden:y to diſmiß 
"thoſe that belong'd to Careta, thus proceeding to the 
Top of the Mountains, whence they ſaid the other 
Sea might be ſeen. From Ponca's Lands to the faid 
Top was about fix Days Journey; but they ſpent 
twenty-five by Reaſon of the Uncoothneſs of N - 
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I | Land; and becauſe they were ſcarce of Proviſions, and 
had little Reſt. At length, they arriv'd at the Top 
of the high Mountains, on the 25th of Seprember, 


1513, whence the Sea could be ſeen. Baſco Muneæ ha- 


© ving Notice given him a little before they came to the 


Top, that they were very near, commanded all to halt 


there, went up alone, and _— the South. Sea, with 
Hands lifted up, on his Knees | 
Heaven for being the firſt that had ſeen it. | 


e return'd Thanks to 


 Havins perform'd that Act of Devotion, he call'd his 


len, and repeated the ſame, they all following his Exam- 


ple, whilſt the /ndias ſtood amaz'd to ſce them fo over- 


; | joy'd. Hethenextoll'd the Intelligence given him by Co- 


magre's Son, promiſing all his Men much Wealth and 
Happineſs, and they all believ'd him, for he was very 
much beloy'd; becauſe he made no Difference between 


himſelf and every Soldier; beſides that he was affable and 


familiar, and ſhow'd much Compaſſion for the ſick and 
wounded, every one of whom he viſited and comfor- 


WM gyro iy ques | : 
ted in particular; and was himſelf undaunted in Dan- 


gers, never ſhowing the leaſt Concern in the greateſt 
Perils. He then caus'd a Certificate to be drawn of 
his taking Poſſeſſion of that Sea, and all that was in it, 
for the Crown of Caſtile; in Teſtimony whereof, he 
cut down Trees, erected Croſſes, rais'd Heaps of Stones, 
and cut the King of Spaiz's Name on ſome Trees. He 
then reſoly'd to go down the Mountains, to obſerve 
what there was on them, and on the Sea Coaſt. Be- 
ing inform'd, that near that Place there was another 
Town belonging to a Lord whoſe Name was Chiapes, 
who had many Subjects, he advanc'd very cautiouſly, 
and Chiapes march'd out to meet him with a great 
Number of Men, in which he confided, and * 
fore look d very fierce, for the Indians ſeeing ſo few 
Le generally made little account of them, till 
they had felt their Swords. When they drew near, 


the Spaniards ſaluted them with their Fire-Arms firſt, 


and 
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and then with their Croſs-Bows, after which they let 


go the Dogs. The Indians ſeeing the Fire of the Mus- 
Lets, and hearing the Report, which eccho'd through 
the Woods and Mountains, and ſmelling the Gun- 


powder, which they imagin'd all came out of their 


Mouths, thought that Hell had been broke looſe, and 
then obſerving how many had drop'd down dead, ane 


thar the Dogs tore all thoſe they came ar, turn'd their 


Backs, and fled with the utmoſt Precipitation. The 
Spaznizrds purſu'd with their Dogs, killing ſome, but 


not ſo many as they might have done, chuſing 


rather to take Priſoners, in order by their Means to 


make Peace with Chiapes, that he might not retard their 


Paſſage. Being come to the Town, they difmiſs'd 
lome of thoſe they had taken as Meſſengers to their 


Lord, and with them ſome of Quarequa's Men, to 


aſſure him they would do him no Harm if he would 5 2 


be their Friend; but in caſe he refus'd, that neither hi 


nor any of his ſhould be left alive. He fearing they 8 


ſhould ſpit Thunder and Lightning to deſtroy him, 
as was his Opinion, thought it ſafeſt to put himſelf 
into the Hauds of thoſe dreadful Enemies, and carry d 


with him the Value of four hundred Pieces of eight 
in Gold, which perhaps was all he had, for tho' there 
was enough in thoſe Parts, they took no Pains ro ga» 
ther, nor did they value it, unleſs it came by Chance. 
Baſco Nunez, receiv'd him very graciouſly, and gave 
bim Beads, Looking-Glaſſes, Hawkl-bells, Sciſſors, 
and fome Hatchets, ; and here he diſmiſs d Quarequa's 
went away well pleas'd, ſending for the Spaniards that 
had been left there ſick, for whom he waited in Chi- 
pess Town, being well entertain d. From thence he 
ſent Captain Francis Pizarro to view the Sea Coaſt, and 
what there was about the Country; as alſo Fohn E,. 


caray, and Alonſo Martin, with twelve Men each, to 


find out the ſhorteſt Ways TO the Sea. | Alonſo Mar- ; 
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tin hit upon the readieſt Road, and in two Days came to 
a Place, where he found two Canoes upon dry Land, 

yet ſaw no Sea; but whilſt he was conſidering how 

thoſe Canoes were up the Land, the Sea Warer came 

in, and lifted them up about a Fathom in Height; for 
upon that Coaſt the Sea ebbs and flows every {1x Hours 

two or three Fathoms, ſo that great Ships are left dry, 

and no Sea Water appears for half a League at leaſt. 

Alonſo Martin ſeeing the Canoes ſwim, went into one 

of them, and bid his Companions bear witneſs that he 

was the firſt who enter'd the South-Sca. Another, 

whoſe Name was Blaze de Atienxa, did the like, and 

bid them bear Witneſs that he was the ſecond. They 
return'd to Baſco Nunez, with the News, at which all 

rejoyc'd very much. 

Wren the Spaniards that had been left at Quare- 
qua were come, Baſco Nunez defir'd the Lord of Chia- 
pes to go along with him, and carry ſome of his Men, 
which he agreed to, and leaving thoſe Spaniards there, 
who were quite tir'd with climbing thoſe uncooth 
Mountains, Baſco Nunez went with eighty Spaniards, 
and Chiapes with a great Number of Indiaus, and im- 
mediately the former walk'd into the Sea up to his 
Thighs, with his Sword and Target, and call'd Wit- 
neſſes to teſtify, that he took Poſſeſſion of the Sou. 
Sea, and of all that appertain d to it, for the Kings of 
Caſtile and Leon, and that he would defend the ſaid 
Poſſeſſion againſt all Oppoſers, wherein' he us'd all the 
Formalities that could be imagin'd, for he was brave, 
ſubtle, diligent, and of a generous Temper, a Com- 
mander fit for mighty Enterprizes. He took nine Ca- 
noes, which perhaps belong'd to Chiapes, and croſs d 
a great River into the Lands of another Lord, whoſe 
Name was Cocura, who being inform'd that the Span- 
ards were coming towards him, march'd out to © 


po them, and far'd as the others had done before bind, | 
ecauſe Baſco Nwnez, always was upon his Guard, ſend- 
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ing out Spies before, to learn what was doing, and thenn 


drawing up his Men in a Moment, for he kept them 
under va Diſcipline, fo that they never ſtray d from 
him. $3: kid ſome of Cocara's Men, and the reſt 
fled, and 54/co Ince ſent ſome of Chiapes's Subjects, 
to ad viſe him to come in and be his Friend, or he 
would ticat him as he had done with others. The 
Chiapejes deliver'd their Meſſage faithfully, adviſing, 
him to go and ſear nothing, as their Lord had done, or 
elſe he would be ruin'd, forthe Spaniards were invinci- 
ble. Cocura accordingly went, and carry'd-fix hundred 
and fifty Pieces of eight in Gold. Baſco Nunes re- 
ceivd him in a very obliging Manner, for among his 
other good Qualities, he knew how to be very courte- 


ous 3 gave him ſome Spaniſh Baubles, and offer'd him, 


his Friendſhip. Leaving him well atisfy'd, he return'd 
to Chiapes's Town, and not enduring to be idle whilſt 


he ſtay d there, refoly'd to make ſome Diſcovery on 


the Sea, and particularly of a Bay he ſaw thereabouts, 
which ſeem' d to run far into the Land. Chiapes endea- 
vour'd to diſſwade him from. it at that Time, becauſe 
it was then a very dangerous Seaſon to be at Sea, which 
laſted the three Months of October, November, and 
December; Baſco Nunez would not regard thoſe Perils, 
ſaying, That God would protect him, becauſe what 
he deſign'd would be for his Service, and the Propa- 
gation of the Faith. The Cazique Chiapes, that his 
Fidelity might not be queſtion'd, tho* he knew the 
Danger, would bear him Company, and his Men rea- 
dily comply'd. Thus Baſco Nunez and Chiapes, with 
eighty Spaniards, and a Number of Hzdians to row, 
imbark'd aboard the nine Canoes. Becauſe they enter'd 
that Bay on the 2gth of September, being the Feaſt of 
St. Michael, the Name of that Archangel was given it, 
which ir {til} retains. When they were at ſome Diſ- 
tance fm Land, the Waves began to ſwell fo high, 
that Baſco Nusex repented he had not taken Chiapes's 
Advice 
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Advice. It was a wonderful Providence that they did 
pot all periſh, and the Indians, who generally ſwim 

Hike Fiſhes, made the Danger the more evident, as be- 
NH Ing better acquainted with that Bay, which render'd the 
Fpaniards the more apprehenſive: The Roughneſs of 
hat Bay is occaſion'd by the many little Iſlands, Rocks, 

ind Shoals that are in it. The Indians being beſt skill'd in 
" Hhoſe Affairs, had Recourſe to their uſual Remedy, 
Frhich is faſtning two Canoes together with Cords, 
por then they do not ſo eaſily overturn. They made 
o the Shelter of an Iſland, where they landed, and 
* ZEſh'd the Canoes to the Rocks or Trees. There they 
Fontinued all the Night, with as much Uneaſineſs, as 
F chey had been looking Death in the Face, for upon 
he Flood, all the Iſland was cover'd with Water, and 
they ſtood in it up to the Waſte, or very near it. 
When Day a bear d. and the Water ebb'd, they went 
i look for their Canoes, and found ſome beaten in 
Pieces, and others ſplit, all of them full of Water and 
pdand; and nothing remain'd of all their Goods or 
*ZFroviſions, which was a very diſmal Sight. In this 
"Diſtreſs, they took off the Bark of the tender Trees, 
ad bruiſing them with Graſs and other Herbs, caulk d 
e Crannies of the Canoes that were not quite ſtav'd, 
id thus imbark'd again half famiſh'd. Thus they 
ade for the Land of a certain Lord, whoſe Name 
as Tinnaco, in a Creek of the Bay, where they found 
Im ready to oppoſe them. Baſco Nunez ſeeing his 
Men weak and hungry, pick'd out a few of the ableſt 
hom he plac'd in the Van, and engaging, in a very 
Fort Space, the Dogs and the Swords made great 
avock among the [ndians, the Cazique himſelf being 
"Founded. Chiapes ſent ſome of his Men to acquaint 
mac with the Power of the Spaniards, how ſevere 
ey were with their Enemies, and how kind to their 
iends, as he himfelf, and other Lords they had met 
IB their Way very well knew by Experience. Tumaco 
Vor. II. e 
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would not be perſwaded the firſt Time, but the fecond * J 
Meſſengers prevail d fo far, that he ſent his Son, 


whom Baſco Nunez, entertain d very lovingly, giving 
him a Shirt and ſome Toys, and bidding him advik 
his Father not to ſtand in his own Light, but to come 1 
himſelf, and be his Friend. Timaco ſeeing his Son hal 
been well us d, went the third Day, with a great At- 
tendance of his Subjects, but carry'd no Preſent; 
however Baſco Nunez paid him much Reſpect. Ci- er 
apes told him, that the Spaniards were good Friends hh 
and it was but reaſonable to aſſiſt them, fince they wen 
Strangers, and in their Country. Being pacify d ane 
out of Fear, he ſent ſome Servants Home, who brought u 
Gold to the Value of fix hundred and fourteen Piecs; 
of eight, and what was worth much more, two hu 40 
dred and forty large Pearls, very fine, and many mon tr 
ſmall. The Joy Baſco Nunez and his Men conceiy e pr 
at the Sight of them is inexpreſſible, believing ti ſ 
immenſe Treaſures Comapre's Son had told them o Ft 
were now at hand, — thinking all their Suffering" 
well employ'd. The large Pearls were of a great V- 
lue, bating, that the Indians uſing Fire to open kx 
Oyſters, they took Damp, and were not ſo white: 
they naturally are. The Spaniards afterwards tau: 
the Indians how to open them without Fire. Tam. 


obſerving that the Pearls occaſion d ſuch Joy am 
them, to ſhow that he valu'd them but little, (a 
ſome Indians to fiſh, and within four Days they broui 
as many as weigh d twelve Marks, a Mark being eig 
Ounces. ek 9933 KB 

Born Spaniards and Indians were well pleas'd, tl 
former concluding they ſhould be poſſeſs d of all t 
Wealth, and the latter, eſpecially * Caziques for 
Friendſhip of the Spaniards, ſeeing them 1o fond d 
the Gold and Pearls, which they valu'd fo little; b 
© Chiapes rejoyc'd moſt, becauſe he had been inſtrume: . 
tal in gaining Tumacos Friendſhip, | Thoſe two Ca > | 
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You aſſurd Baſco Nwnez, that there was an Iſland 


8 


about five Leagues from thence, in that Bay, govern'd 


by a powerful Cazique, where there were Abundance 
Zof large Oyſters, which had Pearls in them as big as 


«Y 


Beans. Baſco Nunez order'd the Canoes to be immedi- 


ately made ready to go over to it. The Caziques en- 


treated him, not to think of it at that Time, but to 


ſtay till Summer, when the Sea was calm, and he 
might then go with Eaſe, and they would bear 


him Company, and he approv'd of their Advice. 


The Cazique Tumaco inform'd Baſco Nunez, that the 
oaſt extended prodigiouſly, without End, pointing 


f 4 owards Peru, that there was an immenſe Quantity of 


Gold, and that the Natives us'd certain Beaſts 
to carry their Burdens; being the Sheep of that Coun- 
try, and made a Figure of them with Earth, to re- 


preſent them the better. The Spaniards were amaz'd, 
the 


ome ſaid they were Came, others that they were 
tags or Fallow-Deer, of which there are many on the 
Tontinent, about as big as ſmall Calves, but their Legs 

» 


1 1 o ſhort, that they are not above a Span in Lengt 
nd their Horns ſmall. This was the ſecond Inti- 


ation Baſco Nagnes had of Peru, and its Wealth. 
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to reſiſt, went out to meet him, with the greateſt i 
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thought of returning to Darien. He 

| took Leave of the Caziques Chiapes and 
Tumaco; thanking them for the Favours they had done 
him, and particularly Chiapes, who had been longeſt 
with him, for Baſco Nuuex was as full of Courteſy s 
any other whatſoever, and it is a good Qualificationin 
Perſons that have Rule. When Chiapes took leave of 
Baſco Nunez, embracing him, he wept. The fic 


Spaniards were left with him, with a Charge to tale 
Care of them, till they were fit to follow the ref 
and he gave the Spaniards fo many of his Subjects 3 

they deſir d, to carry their Burdens, and attend then 
as far as they thought fit. Baſeo Nunez took anothe 8 
Way than that he came, to ſee more of the Country), 


and arriv'd in the Lands of a Cazique call'd Teach, 


who hearing how Baſto Niue, treated thoſe that did 
not receive him in-friendly Manner, and being unable 


Tokens of Affection. He brought the Value of 
one thouſand Pieces of eight, curiouſly wrought, and 
two hundred very fine Pearls, tho' ſomewhat 8 4 

E 8 . * F lour . 3 
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RX hour'd, becauſe taken out by Fire. He furniſh'd the 
Mien with ſufficient Provitiom, and defir'd Baſco Nu- 
ex to ſend the Chiapeſes home, giving them what they 
XX wanted. The Spaniards refreſh'd themſelves three 
Days with Traochan, and becauſe the Way from 
thence to Darien was unpeopled, conſiſting of very 
high and barren Mountains, where there were many 
. XZ Tygers and Lyons, he ſupply'd them with Store of 
pProviſions, and Men to ſerve them, and carry their 
X Burdens, with his own Son to command them, or- 
dering him not to ſtir a foot from the Spaniards, and 
that no Man ſhould return without the Conſent of 
Baſco Nunez, The Indians led the Way through the 
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Lands of a greater Lord than any of thoſe they had 
left behind, being their Enemy, and they made ma- 
ny Complaints againſt him, deſiring that the Spaniards, 
whom they look d upon as invincible, ſhould make 
War on him, his Name was Poncra. He not daring 
either to appear in warlike or peaceable Manner, thought 
fit to abſcond, climbing certain very uncooth Moun- 
tains. The Spaniards found no Water for a great Part 
of the Way, and were fo exceſſive thirſty, that had 

not the Guides ſhown them a Spring in the Corner 

of a Valley, out of the Way, they muſt all have pe- 

"XX riſhd. When they came to Poncra's Town, they 

found it abandon'd by the Inhabirants, and yer they 

there pick d up to the Value of three thouſand Pie- 
ces of eight in Gold. Men were ſent into the 
might come without any Danger, and be his Friend, 
and if he did not, he would expoſe him to the Dogs, 
to be torn in Pieces. Poxcra fearing his Severity, and 
the Cruelty of the Dogs, that kept the whole Coun- 
try in Awe, thought fit to go, tho! late, being afraid 
to truſt him, and carry d along with him three other 
Lords, who it is likely were his Subjects. He had 
a wonderful deform'd Countenance, as were his Limbs, 
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differingztherein from all other Men, inſomuch that 


People were aſtoniſh'd at the Sight of him. When 
the other neighbouring Lords were inform'd that Pon- 


LAS going to attend the Spaniards, they went to 


1 


"*Comfſlain of Abundance of Wrongs he had done them, 3 
for which Reaſon Ne Nuzez reſolv'd to put him to 
Death; but firſt at d him mildly, where the Gold 
was found in cha Country, yet could not prevail! 
with him to Mſcover it, tho he threatned and wrackd 
him. Being ask d, where he had the three thouſand FRF 1 
Pieces of eight he brought, he anſwer d, They were 
dead that knew how to get it in the Days of his 
Fore- fathers, and that ſince he grew aged he had never 
taken Care to look for any. At length he fer tbe 
Dogs at him, and the reſt that went with him, ane 
then burnt them. When the Saniardis that had heen 
left with Chiapes found themſelves able to march, the/ 
follow'd Baſco Nunez, attended by Indians, carrying 
Proviſions, taking their Way through the Country RR 
of a Cazique call'd Bononiama. He receiv'd them 


in joyful Manner, entertain'd and gave them the Va- 


lue of two thouſand Pieces of eight in Gold, and 6. q 
having reſted them two Days, would bear them 
Company himſelf, with many of his Men, and Pro- 


viſions to the Place where Baſco Nunez was. When 
come to Poncras Town, where he ſtil} was, he took 
him by the Hand, and ſaid to him, C Brave and bold A 


< Man, here are your Companions, whom I bring 
<« unto you whole and ſound, as they came to m 
« Houſe; he that makes Thunder and Lightning, 
66 and gives us the Fruits of the Earth, keep you and 
od te eaning 
of his Diſcourſe, and when he ſpoke, he lifted up his 
Eyes towards the Sun, fo that it is likely they look d 
upon the Sun as their God, or the Giver of tempo- 


« them.” This they underſtood to be the] 


ral © He, ſpoke many more Words, that 
ſeem'd. to be affectionate, which tho! not well 17 
Dk, ; 109, 
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ſtood, were interpreted in that Manner. Baſco Nunez. + 

XZ ſhow'd himſelf thankful in the beſt Manner he could, 

and gave him ſeveral Spaniſo Toys, which he look d 
upon as a great Favour, and Wealth. | 

* _ From him he had Information of many Secrets of 

; 4 the Country, and among the reſt of the Affairs of | | 
Peeru, as he very fully acquainted the King. He diſ- | 
mis d him to return home, in a very affectionate Man- 
zer, being united in perpetual Amity. Baſco Npnez. 
reſted in Poncra's Town: thirty Days, all his Men be- 
ing much ſpent with the Hunger and Fatigues they 
had endur'd. Departing thence he was attended by 
the Subjects of Teaochan, who voluntarily came out to 
g meet him. They. march'd along the Bank of the River 
Comagre which gave Name to the ſame Cazique's Coun- 
try, whoſe Son had firſt inform'd Baſco Nunez con- 
cerning Peru, and its Wealth. They aſcended certain 
XX dreadful Mountains, uncooth and ill peopled, where 
they found only two poor Caziques, who it is likely 
had but little till'd Land, being Mountain People. 

Having got ſome little Proviſion there, he took them 
along with him for Guides, travelling from one Hill 
do another, without any Track of Road, and ſome- 
times through Quagmires, where they- ſunk, if the 
were not very careful. Three Days they travelbd with 
incredible Fatigue, and ſome of the Tc aochaneſe Indians 
XZ fainted through Hunger and Toil. That Country 
was never travelbd over, for tho' there were ſome 

XZ Towns, they held no Communication with one ano- 
ther, being ſatisfy d with what they had. They came 
to the Town of a Cazique whoſe Name was Buchebuca, 
which they found abandon'd, the Inhabitants being 
fled upon the News of their Coming. Some Teac- 
chaneſes found out the Cazique, who told them, that 
he had not abſented himſelf through Fear, but for 
Shame and .Concern, that he had not Proviſions, and 
other Things to entertain them as they deſerv'd ; — 
its - "a, 
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that in Token of Friendſhip and Confederacy, they * 
might accept of thoſe Pieces of Gold he ſent them, 
begging their Pardon that he had no more for 
'.Trty departed that Town very hungry, diſconſo- 

late, and weak, for being a great Number of People, 

without Beaſts of Burden or Carts, tho' they had 

Plenty of Proviſions given them, whereſoever they 

came, the Indians om not carry above half, or three 
Quarters of an hundred Weight, and they were all to 
eat of it, ſo that the Stock was ſpent in two Days af. 
ter they were abroad. As they were marching, ſome fei 
Indians appear d on a Hill, and made Signs for them 
to ſtay, for they would ſpeak to them; Baſco Nunez 3 
order'd his Men to halt, ask'd thoſe Indians what Los 15 
would have, and they anſwer'd thus. Our Lord 
« Chioriſo ſends to ſalute you, and fays, lie would 
ce fain have you go to his Town, that he may ſhow 
cc his Affection towards you, tho' he has not yet ſeen 8 
cc you, only for the Fame of your Valour. He has 
ce been told, that you puniſh thoſe that do Harm to 89 
c others, and he has an Enemy, who is a great Lord, 
c and does him much Wrong, and therefore would 
ct have you to aſſiſt him. That Man has much Gold, 
& which you might enjoy; but our Lord in Token 
ce of the Love he has for you, ſends you theſe thirty . 
ce Pieces of Gold, promiſing to give you many more 
<« if you will be pleas d to go where he is.“ Thoſe 
Pieces weigh'd fourteen thouſand Pieces of eight, for 
an exact Account of every thing was kept, to take i 
out the King's fifth Part in the firſt Place, and then 
give every Man his Share, wherein Baſco Nunes 
wrong'd none; for as he was ſevere, ſo he was allo 8 
generous in Rewarding, and upright in giving every ⁵ 
Man his Due, by whieh Means, he kept his Men ſo RF. : 
ſubmiſſive and obediEnt, that they readily went upon 

any Exgerprize with hin, and would hve ett“ 

FE h ong 
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'P 2 Ong under his Government. He expreſs d himſelf ve- 

Y grateful to Chiorifo, os him in Hopes that he 

"work one Day go to viſit him, and ſent him ſome 

Hatchets, and other Spaniſh Toys. The Spaniards 

pad fo much Gold, that more Indians were loaded with 

FI, than with Proviſions, and tho' Gold chears the 

Heart, Hunger ſo far dejected them, that they could 
admit of no Comfort. 

Z HotpinG on their Way, they came into the 

Country of the Cazique Pocoroſa, who fled at firſt, 

put Meſſengers coming to him, he took Courage, and 
geturning, preſented Baſco Nunez with fifteen hundred 
Pieces of eight in Gold, and ſome Indians he had that 
were Slaves, and receiv'd other Things in Return, 
Jo his Satisfaction. There they reſted thirty Days to 
ecover their Strength, and when going away, were 
Inſorm'd, that they were to paſs through the Lands 
bf Tubanama, the great Lord that was ſo much dread- 
el in all thoſe Parts, becauſe of his Power and Valour, 
pf whom Comagre's Son had given him Intimation. 
Baſco Nunes ſignify'd to the Spaniards, that the ſaid 
Laꝛique being very powerful, and they but few, and 
pent, it would be requiſite to behave themſelves with 
= Much Caution and * and to endeavour to 
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pbriz d him, and all his Family, in which he had eighty 
Women; but the Town being a ſcattering Place, rhe 
Inhabitants fled upon the firſt Noiſe they heard. 
Focoroſa's Indians that Baſco Nunez had with him, 
evild Tzbanama, and fo took their Revenge. The 
News of his Impriſonment being ſpread abroad, the 
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People reſorted from other Towns, to bring in their 

Complaints againſt him. He ſaid, they ly'd, ang 
rais d all thoſe Falſhoods out of Envy, becauſe he was 
more powerful, and they could not ſubdue him, and 
that he had rather been much injur'd by them. Amidſt 
theſe Accuſations, Anſwers, and Controverſies, Bac 
Nmunez ſaid, he would expoſe him to the Dogs, and Mc 
order'd them to be brought out, and him to be tarown 7 
bound Hands and Feet into a great River there ws | 

cloſe by. He wept bitterly, caſting himſelf at the 
Feet of 09 Nunez, urging that he had never offen- 
ded him, but always had a Reſpect for him and his 


tho he had not ſeen them, valuing them as brave Men. 
and asking, Why he would give Credit to his Ene- T 
mies, who hated him? Then drawing near to him, 
and laying his Hand on his Sword, he ſaid, Wo 
ce can think to prevail againſt this Sword, which a *# 
ec one Stroke cleaves a Man from the Crown of the 
« Head to the Navel, unleſs he be out of his Senſes! 8 
« Who then will not rather love than hate ſuch Pe- 
cc ple ? I beſeech you, do not kill me, and I will bring e 
cc you all the Gold I have, and all I can get.” The. 
and many other Words he utter'd with Abundance of 8 
Tears, and Baſco Nwiiez having had no Inclination to 
kill him, tho' much preſs'd to do it by all the oth« 
Caziques, becauſe they hated and regarded him « 
a Tyrant, he began to look more pleaſantly, and fig- "i 
nity'd that he had Pity on him, cauſing him tobe 
ſet at Liberty, and he order'd the Value of three thu- | 
ſand Pieces of eight to be brought, made up into Brac. 
lets, and ſeveral Ornaments for Women. Three Days MK: 
after, ſome Lords that were his Subjects ſent him » - 
much as was worth fix thouſand Pieces of eight, il 
which he preſented. Tubanama being ask'd, wher 

that Gold was found, refus'd to tell, believing that i 
he did, the Strangers would never depart his Country; 
and it was alſo thought he did it, becauſe he look" BP 
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Search, found Tokens that the Country was rich 
in Gold, and therefore reſoly'd in Time to ſettle two 
Colonies, one in that Place, and another on the Lands 

of Pecoroſa, for two Purpoſes ; the firſt for the Secu- 
rity of the Commerce between the two Seas, and the 
other to have the Benefit of the Mines, He carry'd 
gay all the Cazique's Women, and all he could get of 
him, as alſo a Son of his, tho' it was thought he had 
freely given him, that he might learn the Spaniſh Lan- 
guage, but others ſaid it was to ſerve for a Spy. At 
. Parting he charg'd him to order his Men to gather 
much Gold, and ſend it to him, in Return for which 


d Watching, he had all his Men ſubmiſſive, and 
Ready at his Will; all which threw him into a Fever, 
end yer he would proceed, being carry'd in a Hamack, 
In the Shoulders of Indiaus. When he came to Coma- 
ee. the old Cazique was dead, and the Inheritance de- 
Polv'd to his eldeſt Son, that diſcreet Youth, who 
—Eprov'd the Spauiards for quarrelling about dividing the 
Pold, and who gave the firſt Intimation of the South. 
ea and Wealth of Peru. | | 
XX THis Man receiv'd Baſco Nunez with great Joys 
ed afforded all the Men much Relief. He pre- 
nted Baſco Muse, with the Value of two thouſand 
Pieces of eight in wrought Gold, who gave him a Li- 
„ en Shirt, and ſome other Things, which he highly 
ler lu'd. When he had reſted ſome Days, and as many 
at if could recoyer'd their Strength, being cur'd of his 
_ ver, he reſolvd to ſet out for Darien, with above 
od Value of forty thouſand Pieces of eight, which 
upon re then worth more than three hundred thouſan d 

"Bb F 2 0M. st 


* 


68 The HIS TOR of America. 


at this Time. He charg d Comagre to order his Men i 
to gather much Gold, a lend it him; and being 
come to the Cazique Poncras Town, he found four 
Spaniards there, who were come from Darien toacquain 
him, that two Ships were arriv'd with Proviſions fm 
Hiſpaniola, at which he was much rejoyc d, and went 
away with them and twenty of his ableſt Men 
Darien, leaving the reſt to follow him at leiſure. He 
. ariv'd at Darien on the 19th of January 154, al f 
the People coming out to receive him in moſt ſolenn 4 N 
Manner, but when they heard that he had diſcover'd|, 1 
the Sonth- Sea, and brought Pearls, and fo much | 
Gold, their Joy was redoubled, every one there pre - = 
ſent thinking himſelf the happieſt Man in the World 4 F g $ 
Having firſt deducted the King's fifth, Baſco Nu 
divided all the reſt that had been got, amon thoſe = 1 | 
went with him, and thoſe that had been left at Darin 
all of them being well pleas'd, bur much more ih“ 
the * of 25 * expected to get in time. 7 
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Peter Arias new Governour of Darier 
ſome Account of that Country, ; the S 
of. the TNland of Cuba. 


eo Nunez immediately ſent TY King al 1 

8 KAccount of his having diſcover'd the . 
sea, and found Plenty of Pearls, as WY 
= what he had heard of Pers, and that ; 4 
would require one thouſand Men to carry on 1e 
Conqueſt : This Advice was fo: agreeable, that "i 
Mey * order d Peter ian to go o 
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n chither as Governour, with twelve hundred Men, and 
2 he took fifteen hundred. With him went F. John de 
It 7 Quevedo, a Franciſcan Friar, as Biſhop of Darien, and 
it ſeveral Religious Men of that Order. This Fleet 
enter d the Bay of Vraba about the latter End of Juh, 
it and from thence proceeded to Darien, where he was 
0 receiv'd by Baſco Nunez and all the Inhabitants with 
le the greateſt Reſpect, and he ſetting up his Inquiſition 
l 8 againſt the ſaid Baſco Nunez, treated him in the moſt 
n malicious Manner. Soon after Proviſions growing 


ſcarce, and the new Comers not being us'd to that Cli- 
mate, great Numbers of them dy'd, and ſeveral of 
„the principal Perſons had Leave to return into Spain. 
In this Diſtreſs, Peter Arias pick d out four hundred 
Men, whom he ſent under the Command of John de 
BE hora, to ſettle Colonies on the Way to the South- 
Sea, and pick up all the Gold they could, by any 
Means whatſoever. Ayora was ſo intent upon the lat- 
ter Part of thoſe his Qrders, that he rob'd all the Ca- 
ziques he found in his Way, tho' Baſco Nunez had 
before contracted Friendſhip with them, and eſtabliſh'd 
Peace throughout all that Country, which this ner 
Commander perfidiouſly violated, treating all thoſe 
r Natives who came out to meet him, like the 
worſt. of Enemies. We will now leave them for a 
while _ ſomething concerning the Country about 
Darien, which was then the Reſidence of the Gover- 
JJ OR | 


- 


Tux Nature of this Province was wonderful, for 
Mlelons, Cucumbers, Pompions, and Gourds were 
„ ripe in twenty Days after they had been ſown, as were 
a, Lettuces, Borage, Endive, and ſuch Herbs. The 
a5 Vines and Trees they planted, produc'd as ſoon as they 
did in Hiſpaniola. The native Fruits were pleaſant and 
vholſome. There was a Tree call d Guayanava, pro- 

ducing a Sort of Fruit like Apples, of a ſweet and 

fower Taſte. Dates could not be eaten at all =o 
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tho' there was Plenty of them; becauſe they were 3 A 
tart. The Guarabana Tree yielded Fruit better tha! 


iwect Lemons, like Melons, very agreeable. Ano. b 
ther Tree, call d Horios, had a pleaſant Fruit like Mi. 
rabolans. The Baratas, generally well known, being 
Roots like black Turnips without, and extraordinary * 
white within, are eaten either raw or boil'd, and taſte 
like good Cheſtnuts; beſides much Variety of other 
Fruit that cannot be here mention d. The Pine-Ap. 
ple is wonderful, exceeding all other Fruit in Reliſh, 
In this Province were found great Numbers of Lion, 
tho? ſmaller than thoſe in Barbary, and not ſo darin, 
for they fled, and hurt no-body,. unleſs they were al. 
faulted. There were very fierce Leopards, like thoſe 
in Africk, but they did not fall upon Men, like the 8 
ygers, and Catſatmountain, which are as big as Ty- 
gers, fierce and ſwift, of a whitiſh Colour; but the 
Tygers were moſt dreaded, being wonderſul ravenous, 
and tearing Men in Pieces; tho* the Spaniards hunted, 
took them in Gins, and kill d many in a ſhort Time. 
The Stags are like thoſe in Spain, but not ſo ſwift; 
Foxes like the Spaniſh, tho not in Colour, being ve- 8 
ry black and fmall. Bucks and Does as big as ſmall 
Mules, of a dark grey, and without Horns; they | 
muſt be wounded before they get into the Water, for 
afterwards they bite and kill the Dogs. „ Hares and 
Rabbits ſmaller than the Spaniſh, their Bellies and Sides 
white, and the hinder Part of the Hare Colour. Apes 
and Monkeys there were ſuch Multitudes of, and of 
ſo many Sorts, that it was amazing; beſides other mon- 
ſtrous Creatures; and among them one as big as an Ox, 
the Face like an Elephant, the Hair like a Bull, the 
Hoofs like a Horſe, the Ears hanging, as big as an 
Elephant's. There were many of thoſe " arty 
that hide their young in their Bellies when they ſuck; 
and climb Trees to eat Fruits 
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Ix one of the Rivers that fall into the Bay of V- 


raba, being above two Leagues over, and call'd Rio 
= Grande, or the great River, they found vaſt Numbers 
Hof Alligators; and on the Banks of it, being full of 
XZ Quagmires, there were Pheaſants and Peacocks, dif- 
X ferent in Colour from thoſe in Spain; and other well 
f taſted Fowls; Abundance of the large Parrots of ſeve- 
ral Colours, Black Eagles, large and ſmall, Falcons, 
Hawks, and Gerfalcons, Kites, wild Pidgeons, Black- 
Birds, Swallows, Quails, Herons, Dwarf -Herons, 
Flamencos, Sea-Gulls, Ducks, black wild Geeſe. The 
& Bats if they bit were venomous, againſt which no Re- 
q medy was known at firſt, afterwards they ſtopp'd the 
Bleeding with Sea Water, and very hot Aſhes laid on 
the Hurt. This venomous Creature has one Qua- 
lity, that tho' it bites one Man among an hundred 
gone Night, the next Time it only bites in the 3 
lame Place, tho the Perſon bit be among two hundreds 
which it does either on the Toes, the Fingers, or the 
Head, and much Blood runs from ir. On the Con- 
tinent there are alſo Magpyes, which hop about, little 
bigger than Black-Birds, all black, as is their Beak, 
and long. There are Abundance of Pintadillos, which 
are ſo much afraid of the Cats, that they build their 
Neſts on Boughs that hang over the Water at the Banks 
of Rivers, after ſuch a Manner, that tho' they touch 
the Water, they take in no Wet, and when the Cat 
comes, the Weight of it makes the Bough give way 
and the Cat quits its Game, for fear of falling into 
the Water, for it cannot ſwim, tho the ſame is natu- 


ral to all Beaſts. There were many Nightingales, and 


various other Birds, that ſung very ſweetly, ſome of 
chem yellow, others a moſt curious red, and divers 
other Colours. There are alſo Bees and Waſps, like 
choſe in Spain, tho ſmaller, and they ſting more ſharp- 
IJ 5 Birds are here ſeen paſſing along from the North, 
ſome 


me fo high that they. are above the Tops of the 


Mountains, 
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Mountains, and others lower. They are ſeen from 
Morning till Night, being infinite Numbers, and one 


always ſtays behind, looking, as far as can be diſcern d, 


like Eagles, and other Sorts, of black Feathers. There 
were Vipers ſo venomous, that if a Perſon ſtung by 
them was not cur'd, he dy' d in four Days. Another 
ſmaller Sort, with round Tails leap'd up to ſting, and 


were more poiſonous than the others. Some Snakes 


were eight Foot long, as red as blood, which in rhe 


Night look'd like Fire, and others ſmaller, coming our 


of the Rivers, black, and all of them venomous, beſides 


many other Sorts, as was alſo the Tvara, and therefore 


not eaten, as in Hiſpaniola. The Scorpions are black 
and yellow, very poiſonous; Abundance of large and 
ſmall Toads, which ſeem'd to decline with tilling the 
Land, and the Breath of the Cows and Horſes, and 
the Country grew more healrhy. A Soldier of good 
Reputation ſaid, he had ſeen in ſome Fields of Indian 
Wheat, a Snake that left a great Track behind it; 

the Head of it to him appearing like a Boy's, and the 
Eyes as big as a Calf s. 


Nor to forget the Affairs of Cuba; when the two 


Spaniſh Women before ſpoken of had been recover'd 
from among the Indians, F. Caſas would alſo have the 
Spaniard brought, whom he had heard the Cazique 
kept, and accordingly ſent him a Piece of Paper, as 
was practis d upon {ſuch Occaſions; directing him to 


take ſpecial Care of that Man, till they came to his 


Town; which he perform'd, as he had done till then, 
for ſeveral Caziques had deſir'd ro get him into his 
Hands, to kill him, yet he would never part with him, 
bur always us'd him very well. The Spaniards havin 
been fully ſatiated with Parrots, departed from Caſa 
| Harta, ſometimes by Sea in their Fleet of Canoes, and 
other whiles by Land, as beſt ſuited their Conveniency. 
Arriving at the Province of Havana, they found all 
the Towns abandon'd, becauſe the Inhabitants 2 
i | cal 
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eard of the Slaughter made at Camaguey, were all fled 
o the Mountains. Father Caſas ſent his Meſſengers 
with Papers, to tell the Lords of thoſe Towns, that 
they might ſafely come to meet the Spaniards, who 
ſhould do them no Harm, for ſo he had been charg'd 
to do by James Velaſquez; and therefore in all his 
Letters to Narvaez, he directed him not to hurt any 
Man, nor to draw a Sword unleſs the Indians firſt 
ſhot their Arrows. Upon Sight of the Father's Pa- 
pers, nineteen of them immediately came with their 
Preſents of Proviſions, ſuitable - ro what every one 
could afford, ſo great was the Opinion they had con- 
ceiv'd of his Integrity. Narvacz immediately ſeiz d, 
and would have put them to Death the next Day; 
but Father Caſas interpoſing, partly by Entreaties, and 
partly by Threats, prevail'd to have them all ſet. at Li- 
berty, except only the chief Lord, whom James Ve- 
Uuſquex afterwards diſcharg d. 'f Yo Ns 
{ PassING on from one Town to another, they 
came to that where the Spaniard was. The Caxique 
came out to meet them, with three hundred of his 
Men, carrying four Tortoiſes juſt taken. He was a- 
bove ſixty Years of Age, of an agreeable pleaſant A- 
ſpe&, denoting a good Diſpoſition, and came behind 
the reſt, del the Spaziard by the Hand. The 
Spaniards and Indians met in a Wood, the latter lay- 
ing down the Pieces of the Tortoiſes on the Ground, 
ſinging all the while, and then they ſate down. The 
Cazique coming up to the Commander Narvaeæ, and 
F. Caſas, after paying his Obedience, preſented them 
| the Spaniard he held by the „ faying, he 
had kept him, as if he were his own Son, and if it 
had not been for him, the other Caziques would have 
kill d him. He was receiv'd with Joy, they embrac d 
the Cazique, and complimented him. The Spaniard 
had forgot much of his own Language, and.interipers'd 
it with many Indian Words, fate down on the 
» Vol. II. 5 L | Ground, 
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Ground, and with his Mouth and Hands made all the 
| Motions that were uſual among thoſe People, which 
occaſiond much Paſtime among his Countrymen, | 
He ſaid he had been there three or four Years, foon ' 
recover d his mother Tongue, and gave a large |Ac- | 
count of what had happen'd to him. The Spaniards 
marching about that Country, and ſometimes croſſing 
from North to South, becauſe the Iſland there is not |? 
very broad, on the North Coaſt, where now the Ci- || 
ty of Havana ſtands, found a large Maſs of yellow | 
Wax on the Sand, weighing about an hundred Weight, | 
which they then much admir'd at, and could never 
conceive how it ſhould come. thither, till they after- 
wards diſcover d the Province of Vicatan, which i 
but fifty Leagues diſtant. from the weſtermoſt Point 

of Cuba, and abounds in Wax and Honey. The Se: G 
alſo was wont to caſt up there a conſiderable Quantity t 
of a ſort of Bitumen like Pitch, and ſerving for the 
fame uſe, and afterwards when the Spaniards ſettled the 
Colony at the Port called del Principe, they found the 
Source whence that Pitch is taken in Lumps, and ſome- 
times runs out Liquid, perhaps being melted by the 
Sun, and being temper' d with Greaſe, or Oy, is us d 

about Ships like other Pitch. © g. 

Tnus we ſee that Cuba was at this Time in a peaces- 
ble Condition, by means of ſome Colonies ſettled there 
by James Velaſquez; freſh Mines of good Gold were 
ily diſcover d, and the Spaniards apply d themſelves 

to gather it, and to farming. Father Bartholomery d. 
las Caſas, was one of this Number, with this Friend 

and Partner Peter de Renteria. He having gone over 

to Jamaica for Indian Wheat and Cattle, F. Caſas re- 
' folv'd to reſign the Indians he had into the Hands of 

the Governour James Velaſquez," alledging, that he 
could not keep them with a ſafe Conſcience,” and writ 

to his Friend Renteria, to come over immediately to 

Cuba, becauſe he was reſoly'd to go into Spain, upon 
J | £ Yr «rea 
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an Affair of great Conſequence. When Renteria came, 
he told the Father, that he deſign'd to ask leave to 
go into Spain to beg of the King that the Jadians might 
be protected. F. Caſas being of the ſame mind, they 
agreed, that Renteria ſhould ſtay, and that Father Ca. 


f ſas ſhould go away to Hiſpaniola, in order to proceed 


from thence to Spain, in Company with F. Gutierre 
de Ampudia, Vicar of the Dominican Friars, who was 
this fame Year come over to Cuba. At the fame 
Time Panfilo de Narvaex repair d to the Court, being 
ſent by James Yelaſquez and the Colonies in the I- 
{land of Cuba, to beg of the King to grant them the 
Indians for ever, beſides other Privileges, for they 
were already grown rich, and began to fit out Ships, 
which they ſent to ſeveral Parts, as well to trade he 
Goods, as to buy, and take Slaves to be employ'd in 
the Mines. Thus ended the Year 15 14. Lt: 
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Diſaſters of the Spaniards in Caſtilla del 
Oro, being the Country above Darien, ani 
the Ithmus off America; the Diſcovery of 
the Famous River of Plate. 0 
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| HE Beginning of this Year 1515, the I 
Court of Spain receiv'd Letters from 
| Peter Arias, Governour of Caſtilla di 
Ora (fo the Country about Darin 
and the Iſthmus of America was call OI. 
full of Invectives againſt Baſco Num | 
de Balboa; and at the fame Time a full Vindication of fl 
all his Proceedings from others, who had been Wit 
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neſſes of his notable Actions, and the extraordinary : 
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RX Service he had done the Crown. Whilſt theſe Infor- 


mations were under Conſideration, Peter Arias ſent a- 
broad ſeveral Commanders, with Men to ſettle Col- 
Jonies, and bring in Gold, moſt of whom commit - 


ting many Outrages, in order to enrich themſelves, 


incens d all the Indians Baſco Nuueæ had before made 
his Friends, by his fair, and amicable way of Pro- 
ceeding, and brought Miſery and Ruin upon them - 
ſelves. Soon after a Ship arriv'd at Darien from Spain, 
which brought Baſco Nunez the Title of Adelantado, 
or Lord Lieutenant of the South. Sea, with Orders to 
Peter Arias to employ and ſupport him as ſuch; but 
he was ſo enrag'd at his Preferment, that he us'd all 
poſſible Means to deſtroy him, as he afterwards did. 
Accordingly, he ſent Gaſpar de Morales, with ſixty 
Men to the South- Sea, who having gather'd ſome 
Gold, and Pearls, return'd to Darien, leaving ſeveral 
of his Men dead behind him, 'and all the Natives near 
thoſe Parts where he had been, in an Uproar, and al- 
together averſe to the Spaniards. | 
Trovcn the number of the Spaniards at Darien 
daily decreas'd, either being cut off by the Natives, 
or dying of Diſeaſes, and Hardſhips, Peter Arias 
never ceas'd ſending out Parties every way, to 
make Incurſions, ordering them always to require the 
People to ſubmit, as has been mention'd before. A- 
mong others, he ſent Tello de Guzman to take thoſe 
Men TFohn de Ayora had left in Tubanamas Town, 
and make Diſcoveries as far as he could to the Weſt= 
ward, along the South. Sea; and Capt. Francis de Val- 
lejo to march with ſixty Men againſt the People of 
Uraba, becauſe they often moleſted thoſe at Darien, 
and ſometimes came fo very near as to ſhoot their Ar- 
rows to their very Houſes. Francis de Vallejo being 
come to the Habitations, now call'd de Badillo, being 
three Leagues from Uraba, fell upon them, according 
to Cuſtom, about break of Day, his Men _ It 
| their 
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their Buſineſs to run about in Queſt of the great Plen- 
ty of Gold ſaid to be there, and in the mean Time, 
the Indians with their poiſon'd Arrows, wounded ſe- 
veral of them, who however made them retire; Here- 
upon penetrating further into the Country, a great 
number of the Natives aſſembled, being much incens'd 
ever ſince Ojeda and Chriſtopher Guerra were there. 
They fought for a conſiderable ſpace of Tirne, wound- 
ing ſome with their poiſon'd Weapons, who all dyed 


raving mad; for which reaſon the Spaniards drew back 


to the Coaſt, the ſame way they came, and coming 
to the River De las Redes, or of Nets, made ſome 
Floats, ro defend themſelves on the Water. They 
were made, either of ſeveral Pieces of Timber, or of 
Bundles of Reeds bound together, with a ſort of Roots 
like Thongs, in the nature of Ivy, or with Cords 
they always carry'd for ſuch Uſes. Being too haſty 
to make their eſcape, they faſt'ned the Floats not ſut- 
ficiently, the which parting, they lay down, and held 
them together with their Arms, and in that manner 
were carry'd down the River. But this not being 
ſufficient to ſecure them from drowning, they took 
hold of the Boughs of Trees that hung - think- 
ing to come off better, till their Strength failing, they 
dropp*d, and periſh'd. Others that were more ven- 
tureſome, made to the Shore, and were receiv'd with 
vaſt Flights of poiſon'd Arrows, by which they pe- 
riſh'd. Thoſe few that in a miraculous manner eſca- 
ped down to the Sea Coaſt, return'd to Darien, lea- 


ving behind them forty eight dead of the ſixty that 


went out, and few of the reſt that were wounded 
ſurviv'd. | | 1 
Peter Arias being much concern'd at this Misfor- 
tune, ſent Capt. Francis Bezerra with one hundred and 
eighty Men in a Ship, very well equipp'd, carrying 
three ſmall Guns, forty Croſs-bow Men, twenty-five 
Musketeers, and all other Weapons the Place 3 
aHord-. 
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afford. Their deſign was to penetrate into the Pro- 
vince of Zenu, becauſe the Batchelor Exciſo had done 
little there to any Purpoſe. Francis Bezerra landed on 
the Coaſt of Urabd, Peter Arias having commanded 
him to deſtroy all the People thereabouts. He ad- 
vanc'd to diſcover the Country a Way that none e- 
ver knew before, nor could be afterwards found, for 
neither he, nor any of thoſe that went with him were 
ever more heard of, becauſe the Indians lay every where 
in wait in the Woods and Thickets, and hew'd down 
Trees to ſtop their Paſſage, ſhooting their poiſon'd 
Arrows from behind the other Trees. When thoſe 
Spaniards came to the River Zenu, which was by the 
chief Town, they found the People, to outward ap- 
pearance, in a peaceable Diſpoſition. ' The River be- 
ng wide and deep, they ſuffer d themſelves to be car- 
ry'd over in Canoes, and when one half of them was 
paſſed, the Indians who were in a Readineſs ruſh'd out 
on both Sides, and kill'd them all to a Man. Thus 
they ſuffer d for their Folly, in conſenting to be 
divided. Peter Arias had notice hereof by an. Indian 
Boy, that went with them, being Servant to ſome 
Spaniard, who hiding himſelf in the Woods; travelling 
by Night, and lurking cloſe in the Day, with much 
Difficulry made his way to Darien, almoſt famiſh'd. 
Ar this ſame time alſo John Diaz de Solis, reputed 
the ableſt Navigator in the World, was appointed by 
the King to command two Ships, fitted out to dif- 
cover a Paſſage to the Spice Iſlands. He fail'd from 
Lepe on the 8th of October this ſame Year 1515, 


proceeded ro Teneriſe, one of the Canaries, and thence 
ſteer d his Coutſe for Cape Frio, lying in twenty-two 
Degrees and a half of North Latitude; ſaw the Coaſt 
of St. Roque in {ix Degrees of North Latitude, ſteer- 
ing South and by Weſt, and the Pilots ſaid they were 
3 ninety Leagues to the Windward of Cape St. Augu- 
, but the Currents running Weſt, were fo ure 
CFC _ 
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that they drove them two Degrees to the Leeward 
of that Cape, which lies in eight Degrees, and a 
quarter of South Latitude, according to the reckning 
kept this Voyage. From Cape Frio to Cape St. Au- 
guſtin, they reckned thirteen Degrees and three Quar- 
ters, though Cape Frio was ſo low that they ſaw it 
not, and only made their Computation by the Lati- 
tude. They arriv'd at Rio de Faneiro on the Coaſt 
of Braſil, and found it lay in twenty three Degrees, 
thirty Min. of South Latitude. From this River to 
Cape Navidad, the Coaſt bears North Eaſt and South 
Weſt, being all low Land, jutting out into the 
Sea. Next they came to the River de los Inocentes, 
in twenty three Degrees, fifteen Min. and then to 
Cape Cananea in twenty five Degrees bare, whence they 
ſtood for rhe Iſland they call'd de la Plata, or of 
Plate, ſteering South Weſt, and came to an Anchor | 
in twenty ſeven Degrees of South Latitude, which 
John Diaz de Solis call'd Bahia de los Perdidos. Ha- 
ving paſſed Cape Corrientes, they anchor'd again in ' 
twenty nine Degrees, and paſs d by in ſight of the 2 
Iſland of Sr. Sebaſtian of Cadiz, where are three other k 
b 
L 


Iſlands, which they call d de los Lobos, and within 
them the Port of Nueſtra Senora de la Candelaria, in 
thirty five Degrees Latitude, where they took Poſ- 
ſeſſion for the Crown of Spain; but they anchor'd ar f 
Port de los Patos, in twenty four Degrees, twenty 
Min. Next they enter'd a Water, which by reaſon 
of its being ſo ſpacious, and not ſalt, they call'd Mar 
. Dalce, or the freſh Sea, and afterwards was found to 
be the River now call'd de Ia Plata, or of Plate, but 
-was then named the River of Solis. That Commander 
proceeded farther on in one of his Veſſels, being a Caravel, 
carrying Shoulder of Mutton Sails, obſerving the en- 
trance along the one ſide of the River, and came to 
an Anchor in the moſt rapid Part of it, near a mid- 
_ - ling ſiz d Iſland, in twenty four Degrees, forty — 
9 1 Latitu 0 
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Latitude. All the way they coaſted, till they came to 
the aforeſaid Latitude, they often deſcry'd Moun- 
tains, and other high Clifts, ſeeing the People on the 
Shore, and on this of the River of Plate they diſ- 
cern'd many Indian Houſes, and People that very at- 
tentively obſerv d the Ship paſſing by, offering what 
they had by Signs, and laying it on the Ground. 
John Diaz de Solis would needs ſee what fort of Peo- 
ple they were, and take ſome one Man to carry into 
Spain. Accordingly he went aſhore, with as many 
as the long Boat could carry. The Indians who had 
laid an Ambuſh of many Archers, when they had drawn 
the Spaniards at ſome diſtance from the Sea, fell upon, 
and incloſing them, ſlew every Man, without regard- 
ing the great Guns of the Caravel. Then taking up 
the Slain, and carrying them from the Shore, fo far 
that thoſe aboard might ſtill ſee what was done, they 
cut off their Heads, Arms and Legs, and roaſting the 
Bodies whole, devour'd them. Having ſeen this hor- 


rid Spectacle, the Caravel return'd to the other Ship, 


and both together to Cape St. Auguſtin, where they 
loaded Braſil Wood, and made the beſt of their way 


back into Spain. This was the unhappy end of John 


Diaz de Solis, an abler Pilot than Commander. 
W muſt conclude this Year 1515, with the Af- 


| fairs of Darien. The King always charg'd Peter A. 


rias to be particularly intent upon eſtabliſhing Colonies, 
converting the Natives, and uſing them well. He di- 
rected him, not to ſuffer his Men to be idle, but ra- 
ther to keep them always employ'd, becauſe no good 
ever came of Idleneſs; to build his new Towns in 
wholſome Places, and not in cloſe Holes, taking care 
to ſettle a ſafe Correſpondence between the two Seas. 
He permitted him to make ſome Innovations as to his 
former Inſtructions, enjoyning him that in all matters 


| of Conſequence he ſhould take the Advice of the Bi- 


ſhop, Baſco Nunez, and the Officers of the Crown. 
oo, a M At 


82 The HISTO R of America. 


At the ſame Time his Majeſty granted a Charter to 
the City of Santa Maria el Antigua del Darien, and 
appointed it's Arms to be, Gules, a Caſtle Or, with 
the Sun in Chief over it, and under it in Baſe, on the 
dexter ſide a Tiger, and on the Siniſter an Alligator, 
with the Image of our Lady called el Antigua for a 
Creſt, +00: 7 | 
© Peter Arias obey'd the King's Orders, in keeping 
his Men employ'd, though the late Excurſions made 


by him had met with ill Succeſs ; but he was defe- 


dive in employing Baſco Nunex, whereas it was gene- 
rally allow'd by Friends and Enemies that he was ca- 


pable of managing the greateſt Enterprizes. On the 


contrary, Peter Arias was always jealous of, and ſhow'd 
much diſlike to him. Baſco Nunex's Friends ſaid it 
was, becauſe he had complain'd, that Peter Arias's 
Commanders had kill'd and plunder'd all the Cazi- 
ques, with whom he had contracted Friendſhip, and 
Alliance ; whereupon ſeeing his Promiſes made void, 
he had intreated the King to grant him leave to re- 
pair to his Court, which his Majeſty had refus'd him, 
commanding Peter Arias ro employ and permit him 
to enter upon his Government. Certain it is that 
Baſco Nunez, being much offended at Peter Arias, writ 
a very long Letter to the King, dated the 16th of 
Oftober this Year 1515, finding much Fault with his 
Government, and charging him with many Offences, 
and it is to be beliey'd that theſe Complaints, Accu- 
ſations, and Baſco Nunez's Letter came to the Ears of 
Peter Arias, who thereupon became incens'd againſt 
him, as taking away his Reputation; and though al- 
terwards there ſeem'd to be a Reconciliation, what Fare 
had decreed could not be avoided. © ly 


Peter Arias having order'd Tello de Guzman, to pro- 


ceed to the Weſtward, upon the Diſcovery of the 


Sonuth-Sea Coaſt, with thoſe Men de Ayora had 


left in Twbarama's Town, when he arriv'd at that 
PETE ors ET ©3113} IS WT Place, 
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Phace, with ſome others he had receiv'd from the ſaid 


Peter Arias, he found Capt. Meneſes, and his Com- 
pany ſo cloſe beſet, that they durſt not venture out to 


"ſeek Herbs to eat, and being deſtitute of all Hopes of 
Relief, they had ſeveral Times thought of quitting 


that Poſt, and returning to Darien, but the Indians 
were immediately at Hand, and cut off their Retreat, 
however when Tello de Guzman appear'd, they all fled. 
The Spaniards march'd into the Countries of the Ca- 
ziques Chepo and Chepauri, and Tello de Guzman being 
inform'd, that the Iadiaus were aſſembling to attack 
him, he offer'd to conclude a Peace with the principal 
Cazique, making him Satisfaction for paſt Damages, 
and aſſuring him of berter Uſage for the furure. The 
Cazique liking Peace beſt, and believing, that what 
had been promis'd would be perform'd, went to ſee 
the Spaniards, conducted them to his Houſe, and en- 
tertain'd them very civilly. Whilſt they were cating 


in friendly manner, an Indian Boy came attended by 


ſome Men, and told Tello de Guzman, that the Lord- 
ſhip where he was belong'd ro him, and not to the 
other that was there, becauſe his Father, the rightful 
Lord, at the Hour of his Dearh, had appointed that 
Perſon his Tutor, and Governour of the Lordſhip, 
who had afterwards uſurp'd the ſame, and baniſh'd him 
which being ſo great a Crime, he pray'd he would 
aſſiſt him againſt the Uſurper, and he would furniſh 
Gold as well as the other. Tell de Guzman, in re- 
turn for his good Entertainment, without ever exami- 
ning, whether what the Boy ſaid was true, order'd 
his Hoſt immediately to be hang'd on a Tree, and 
deliver'd ſeven of the dead Man's Commanders to the 


Boy, who very readily caus'd them to be torn in Pies 


ces, and in Token of his'Gratitude gave Tello de Guz- 
man the value of ſix thouſand Pieces of Eight in Gold, 


| who thereupon reſolv'd to proceed to Panama, which 


was then very famous. * — nothing 5 
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ſome Fiſnermen's Houſes, whence it has the Name of 
Panama, ſignifying, in the Language of that Coun- 
try, a Place where much Fiſh is taken. From thence 
he ſent Capt. James de Albitex, with eighty Spaniards 
into the Province of Chagre, which was eighteen 
Leagues diſtant. Albitez enter d the Towns when the 
People were aſleep, but being of a better Diſpoſition 
than the other Commanders, did no harm. The Ca- 
zique therefore being ſenſible, that he might have ta- 
ken, kill'd and plunder'd him, very contentedly gave 
him twelve thouſand Pieces of -Eight in Gold, who 
believing that the Giver had twenty times as much, 
defir'd he would fill him a great Sack with that Me- 
tal. The Cazique being much concern'd at it, an- 
ſwer'd, « He might fill it with Stones out of the 
« Brook, for he neither had any more, nor could 
« make Gold.” James Albitez. being confounded at 
this Anſwer, went away, without ſuffering any harm 
to * * or compelling him to declare what Gold 
he had. | 

He again joyn'd Tello ds Guzman in the Country 
of the Cazique Pacora, where they agreed to return 
to Darien. Being come to Tubanama, they diſcover'd 

a great number of Men in Arms waiting for them, 


having Colours made of Linnen Shirts, dy'd with the 


Blood of the Spaniards they had kill'd, ſaying, they 
would deſtroy them, as they had done by thoſe that 
had built the Colony of Santa Crux. The Spaniards, 
who were tir'd, being attack d by the Indians, fell on, 
and advancing ſtill as they fought, came into the 
Country of Pocoroſa, much ſpent with Thirſt, becauſe 
the Indians charg d, and preſs'd them fo hard, that 
they had not Time to drink at the Brooks. They 
made a wonderful Retreat, though purſu'd by 2 
great Multitude, and. march'd off always fighting, 
without coming to a pitch'd Bartle. At laſt they 


arriv d at Darien in a ſhatter d Condition, * of 8 
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them wounded, and with leſs Gold than they had ta- 
ken, becauſe the Indians gave them Water for it, and 
purſu'd them till they got into Darien. This Diſa- 

ſter befallen Tello de Guzman, added to the former 
Calamities, very much perplex'd them all, and put Pe- 
ter Arias into a Conſternation, for the People in Da- 
rien were in ſuch a Fright ſeeing the Indians fo bold, 
that they expected to be deſtroy d. They look'd out 
towards the Mountains and the Plains, and the Boughs 
TT of Trees, and the very Graſs which grew very high in 
the Zavaras, look d to them like arm d Men. If they 


TO turn'd their Eyes towards the Sea, they fancy'd it was 
„ Ccover'd with Canoes. In this pannick Fear, which 
- Ton them beſide themſelves, they not only whiſper'd, 
: ut loudly proclaim'd their Diſcontents; which gave 
1 Baſco Nunez, and his Friends ſufficient occaſion to 
t mutter. Peter Arias did all he could to conceal his 
N Loſſes, and the Boldneſs of the Indians, to keep up 
d the Hearts of his People, and order'd the Foundery 
to be ſhut up, which was never done but in Time 
y of War, or Famine. The only Thoughts were now, 
n MK howto fave their Lives, and amidſt theſe Calamities, at 
d the Inſtance of the Biſhop, Peter Arias order d pub- 
n, lick Prayers, to appeaſe God's Wrath. James de Al- 
he bitex, being rich, and ſeeing all in Confuſion, ſent, 
ey at this Time privately away to Court a Mariner of 
nat no mean Spirit, call'd Azdrew Nino, of whom more 
ds, ſhall be ſaid hereafter, to procure him a Government 
on, on the South- Sta, giving him two thouſand Pieces of 
the Eight for his Journey. 
uſe WrrrsT Things continu'd in this Confuſion, 
hat Peter Arias contriy d many Stratagems to enſnare the 


Indians, who were daily expected, Baſco Nunez making 
a Jeſt of all he did, which prov'd diſadvantageous to 
bim. At laſt Peter Arias ſent Capt. Gonzalo de Ba- 
dajoz, with one hundred and thirty Men in a Ship to 
Nombre de Dios, in order from thence to march 2 
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Land to the South- Sea, that being the narroweſt Paſ⸗ 
ſage; commanding him to bring all the Country un- 
der Obedience, and to make War, if he met with 
any Oppoſition. Gonzalo de Badajox arriving at Nom- 
bre de Dios towards the latter end of March this Year 
x515, when the Soldiers ſaw the Fort, that had been 
built by Nicueſſa, and the horrid Spectacle of the ma- 
ny Bones, and Croſſes on the Heaps of Stones, lay d 
on the Spaniards that had been there ſtarv'd to Death, 
they were all diſmay'd, and ſtarted ſeveral Difficulties 
againſt advancing any farther. Gonzalo de Badajoz 


with an undaunted Reſolution, order'd the Maſter of 
the Ship immediately to return to Darien, that the Men 
might have no Poſlibility of looking back, and to ob- 


lige them to follow him, and told them, thar the 
only thing they ought to fear, was the Shame of not be- 
having themſelves well under his Command. He be- 
gan to climb the Mountains of Capira, which are vaſt- 
ly high, to proceed into the Country of the Cazique 


Totonagua, who was Lord of much Land, and abun- 


dance of Mountain People. They attack d him by 


ſurprize, plunder d, and took him, and found the va- 


lue of ſix thouſand Pieces of Eight in Gold, carrying 
him away Priſoner before the other Caziques had any 
notice of it. They attack d Tararacherubi, a rich Ca- 
zique, but he flipp'd away, and yet they took eight 


thouſand Pieces of Eight in Gold. Totonagua intreat- 


ed Badajoz. to diſmiſs him, and he would give as much 
more Gold as he had taken before, which was per- 
form'd on both Parts. Tataracherubi alſo reſolv'd to 
make his Appearance, to try whether he could any 
ways impoſe upon the Spaniards, before they took him, 
and carry d a Preſent of Gold. He feign'd that near 
by there was a Cazique call d Nara, who was very 
rich, and had few Men. Upon this Advice Badajoz 
ſent thirty Spaniards, under the Command of Alonſo 


Perez, de Ia Rua, who fell upon him before Day, as 


was 
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was their Cuſtom, and when the Light appear d, they 
ſound themſelves in the midſt of ſeveral great Towns, 
for Nata was a great Lord, and conſidering that they 
_ were loſt Men, £ they retir d, they reſolv d to attack the 
principal Town boldly, as being moſt ſecure, and For- 
tune ſo far favour'd them, that they took the Cazi- 
que, for they always endeavour'd to ſecure thoſe Lords, 
that being the ſureſt way to get the greater Booty. 
When he was taken, they thought themſelves fate, 
and going about to look for Gold, found ten thouſand 
Caſtellanos, taking all the Women and Children that 
could not make their Eſcapes in that Confuſion. The 
Inhabitants of that Town, and thoſe of the others, 
who had notice given them ina Moment, ſeeing their 
Lord, and their Wives and Children taken, joyning 
a Brother of the Cazique, fell upon the Spaniards, 
caſting an infinite number of Darts, and Stones, be- 
cauſe they had no Arrows, but only the wooden Swords, 
call'd Maganas in the Iſland Hiſpaniola. The Spani- 
ards finding themſelves hard preſs d, thought it the 
beſt way to retire with the Cazique into his Houſe, 
declaring, they would kill him, if he did not com- 
mand them to forbear. The Cazique in a Paſſion re- 
prov'd his People, asking them, how they durſt to take 
up Arms without his Orders, and they all immedi- 
ately quaking threw down their Arms, and gave o- 
ver Fighting. 

Alonſo Perez, de la Rua requir'd the Cazique's Bro- 
ther to ſubmit himſelf to the Dominion of the King 
of Spain, for as much as all thoſe Lands belong'd to 
his Crown, which the Pope, whom St. Peter had left 
in his Place, had beſtowed on him. The Lord's 
Brother anſwer d,. That he had never ſeen any o- 
ct ther Man beſides themſelves in thoſe Parts, and if the 
King of Spain ſhould ar any Time paſs that way, 
« they would freely give him ſome of the Gold they 
L had, Proviſions and ſome of their Wo- 
JJ 141 F CC men.“ 


. 
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ear 


c men.” Gonxalo de Badajoz, being inform'd how 
Affairs ſtood, haſted to the Aſſiſtance of his Men, 
and ſet the Cazique at Liberty, who gave him fifteen 

thouſand Pieces of Eight in Gold; beſides which he 


made ſo much of them all, that they reſoly'd to ſtay 


there all the Winter, for although the Country is ſo 
much ſubject to Rain, it is not cold. This Lord 
Nata's Habitation was near the South-Sea, where the 
Town of Nata continues to this Day. When they 
had becn there about two Months, they fell upon a 
Cazique, whoſe Name was Eſcolia, whom they ſeiz d, 
with his Wives, and took from him the value of 
nine thouſand Pieces of Eiglit. Continuing their diſ- 


covery to the Weſtward, they came to the Domini- 


ons of the Cazique Biruquete, from whom Peru is ſaid 


to have deriv'd its Name, and of another Cazique 


call'd Totonagua, who was blind, and gave them fix 
thouſand Pieces of Eight in wrought and unwrought 
Gold. Among the Grains of Gold there were ſome 
that weigh'd two Caſtellanos, which betoken'd the 
Wealth of the Country, and all that is ſuch for two 
hundred Leagues above and below Darien, having ve- 
ry rich Mines. They were inform'd, that ſomething 
farther there was another Lord, call'd Taracuri, from 
whom they got eight thouſand Pieces of Eight. Ad- 
vancing to the Country of Pananome, they found him 
not, for he durſt not ſtay. Six Leagues ſtill farther 
to the Weſtward they came to another, whoſe Name 
was Tabor, and from thence to Cheru, who came out 
to meet, and gave them four thouſand Caſtellanos. It 
is to be obſerv'd that a Peſo, a Caſtellano, and a Piece 
of Eight are all the fame. At this Time Gonzalo de 
Badajoz had gather'd eighty thouſand Caſtellanos, 
which in thoſe Days were worth more than five hundred 


chouſand after the Diſcoyery of Fern. 
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CHAP 


The farther Proceedings of the Spaniards 


in Caſtilla del Oro; Ring Ferdinand of 
Spain dies; Friars of the Order of St. 
Jerome ſent to govern the Indies. 


HE N Peter Arias had diſpatch'd Gonzalo 
ee Badajoz, being very uneaſy about 
Francis Bezerra, and not giving full Cre- 

dit tothe News brought him by the Boy, 

= as has been ſaid before, he reſoly'd to go 
in Perſon to look for him, or at leaſt to learn the Rea- 
ſon of his long Stay ; becauſe none of the People in 

Darien durſt think of going to UVraba, or towards Ze- 

nu, for fear of the poiſon'd Weapons, which immedi- 

ately deſtroy'd thoſe that were wounded with them. 


Peter Arias having always been bold and daring in 


order to draw the Men artfully out of Darien, pro- 
claim'd War againſt Pocoroſa, and other Lords in thoſe 
Parts, which was very acceptable at Darien, on account 
of the great Advantage they hop'd to make of that War. 


Above three hundred Men voluntarily offering to go 


with him, in three or four Ships; they fail'd to the Weſt- 
ward till Night, when the Pilots, having private In- 
ſtructions what to do, tack'd about, and ſtood the 
Courſe Peter Arias intended. Before it was Day, two 
hundred Men enter'd Caribana, under the Command 
of Captain Bartholomew Hurtado, w hom Perer Arias 
commanded to land, after he had in a ſtern Manner 
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told them, that none of them muſt preſume to ask whe 
ther they were going, or what was to be done, bur 

that they ſhould only obey Commands. They at- 
tack'd the Town before it was Day, and ſet Fire to the 
Houſes. The Indians ran out half burnt, or ſcorch'd, 


and falling into the Hands of the Spaniards were put 


to the Sword; however, as many as eſcap'd, recovering 
from their Fright, handled their Bows, and charg'd the 
Spaniards, who having no Security againſt the Poiſon, 
retir'd to their Ships. Some Priſoners they carry'd, 
who gave the ſame Account of the Death of Francis 
Bezerra as the Boy had done before. Peter Arias ha- 
ving receiv d this Information, ſtood about again down 
the Coaſt of the Continent, and having fail'd ſixty 


Leaones, landed with all his Men at the Port of Acla. 


Thence he ſent the Licenciate Eſpinoſa, his Chief Al- 
calde, with a Party to deſtroy Pocoroſa. In the mean 
Time he order'd a Fort to be built of Wood and Earth, 
being himſelf the ſoremoſt at the Work, which made 
all the reſt readily comply; and this Fort was erected 
that the Spaniards might have a Place to retire to. 
Within a few Days, Peter Arias fell ſick, which ob- 
lig d him to return to Darien, leaving Captain Gabriel 
ae Rojas to command in his Stead. | | 

To return to Gonzalo de Badajoz, he departing from 
the Territories of Cheru, went on to the Cazique 
Parizao Pariba, whom the Spaniards afterwards call'd 
Paris, tho' his Name was Cutara. He being inform'd 
that they were coming, fled ro the Mountains, with all 
his Men, ſecuring the Women and Children. Bada- 
jox finding no Body in the Town, ſent ſome of his 
Slaves to call the Cazique, threatning, that if he did 
not. come, he would ſeek him out, and kill him, as he 
had done by others. Catara ſent him by four prime 
Men, four Petacas, being Baskets made of Palm-Tree 
Leaves, lin'd with Deers Skins, two Spans broad, about 
| three in Breadth, and the third Part of one in ys 
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which they make uſe of as we do of Boxes. Theſe 


were full of Gold Plates, which they gh at their 


Breaſts, of Bracelets, and Ornaments for their Ears. 
They brought a Meſſage from him, deſiring he would 
excuſe him that he did not come, becauſe he was buſy ; 
but that he would receive that Preſent, which his Wives 
ſent him. It was worth about forty or fifty thouſand 
Caſtellanos. Badajoz ſeeing ſuch a Quantity of Gold 
ſent him ſo freely, and without Conſtraint, imagin'd 
that the Cazique muſt needs have ſome great Treaſure 
in his Houſe; and therefore anſwer d, That he 
thank'd him, and would for the future look upon him 
as his Friend. Then pretending to return the ſame 
Way he came, two Nights after, when the Cazique 
was come back to his Town, fell in upon it before 
Day-Break. . The Lord made his Eſcape, but he found 
thirty or forty thouſand Pieces of Eight more, and 
took the Women, and ſome Men. Paris finding him 
{elf thus abus'd, gather'd all the Men he could, and 
overtook Badajoz in one of his Towns. Laying him- 
ſelf in Ambuſh, he ſent out an Indian, as if he had 
been going a Fiſhing, or Hunting, and knowing he 
would be taken, inſtructed him thorowly what he was 
to ſay. The Indian being taken, Badajoz ask'd him, 
who he belong'd to, whence he came, and what he was 
about. He anſwer'd, that his Lord was near by, was 
very rich, and knew nothing of the Coming of the 
Spaniards, Upon this Information he march'd all 
Night, and in the Morning came to a Parcel of emp- 
ty Houſes, or Cottages. Paris perceiving that the Spa- 
niards were divided, fell upon thoſe that were left be- 
hind, and ſetting Fire to the Houſes, with great Shouts, 


and ſounding their Cornets, wounded moſt of them 


before they knew what they were doing, and had not 
Badajoz hapned to come in, not a Manof them had eſ- 
cap'd alive. They fell on ſeveral Ways, the [ndians 
being above four thouſand, and the Spaniards hard preſs d, 
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thought it their only Safety to ſtand all together in the 
Market-Place, and tho' they made a brave Defence, 
ſome falling, they began to decline. The Indians en- 
clos'd them with much Wood and Straw, in order to 
ſet Fire to it, and burn them, but they entrench'd them- 
ſelves with the dead Bodies. However, finding this 
could not ſecure them, their Commander leading, they | 
ruſh'd out, and broke through, making a prodigious Þ 
Slaughter. They left behind them all the Baggage, 
which was carry'd by four hundred Indians, and among 
it all the Gold they had got together. Seventy Spani- 
ards remain'd dead upon the Spot, and the eighty 
that eſcap'd were in ſuch ill Plight, that ſome of them 
had receiv'd three, ſome four, and ſome eleven Darts in 
their Bodies. Badajoz took particular Care to dreſs the 
Wounded, ſowing up their Wounds with Packthread, 
uſing the Greaſe of Ind ans that had been kill'd inſtead 
of Oil, and binding them with Rowlers made of their 
own Shirts, and thus many recover'd, who had almoſt 
defpair'd of their Lives. 1 
| HavinG thus play'd the Surgeon, there being no 
other Remedy but Flight, Badajoz took ſome Canoes, 
into which he put thoſe that were moſt diſabled, and 
with the ſoundeſt, march'd along the Shore. Tho 
they that went by Land thought themſelves ſafeſt, the 
Tide riſing ſo high along that Coaſt of the South-Sea, 
it came upon them one Night in ſuch Manner, that 
thoſe who could climb Trees found the beſt .Quarters, 
and thoſe that could not, ſtood up to. the Waſte in 
Water, which made their Wounds rankle, and they 
dy'd. As they held on their Way in that miſerable 
Condition, the Lord of Nata, who, as was faid before, 
had been ſeiz d by Alonſs Peres de la Rua, hearing of I 
their Defeat, drew out his Men to finiſh their Deſtru- 
ction. Badajoz, ſent to ask him, why he came out in 
hoſtile Manner, when he took him for a Friend. He 
anſwer'd, he was none of bis Friend, but that heand 
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all his Subjects were his Enemies, and then began the 


Fight, caſting many Darts, and Stones. The Spaniards 
in this Diſtreſs plucking up-their fainting Spirirs, fell 


on furiouſly, and the Indians, to avoid the dreadful 


Cuts of the Swords, ran into the River that was cloſe 
by, whence they continu'd throwing Stonesand Darts, 
in ſuch Manner, that had not the Night come on, the 
Spaniards muſt all have periſh'd. The wounded Men 
not being able to march, thoſe that were ſound carry'd 
them off, till they came to a Place where they made 
Floats, on which they paſs'd down to the Sea, where the 
Canoes were. Advancing ſtill ſometimesby Land, and 
ſometimes by Sea, they came into the Country of the 
Cazique Chame, who met them with his Men in Arms, 
and drawing a Line on the Ground, ſwore he would 
kill them all if they went over it; but that he would 

ive them Plenty of all Neceſſaries where they were. 

hey were in ſuch Want of Food and Reſt, that they 


drew back to the Sea, and the Cazique furniſh'd them 


with all that the Country could afford. Being about 
ten or twelve Leagues from the Iſland, then famous for 
abounding in Pearls and Gold, and ſomewhat refreſh'd 
by the Favour of Chame, Gonzalo de Badajoz, tho' in 
a bad Condition, did not think fit to he idle, but 
laying aſide the Care of the Sick and Wounded, took 


them out of the Canoes, and with forty Men that 


were beſt able, paſs'd over to the Iſland, where landing 
in the Night he ſeiz d the Cazique. The [ndians be- 
lieving they had been other Enemies they had on the 
Continent, arm'd againſt them, but as ſoon as they 
felt the Swords, rurn'd their Backs. The Cazique ha- 
ving ranſom'd himſelf for a Sum of Gold, Captain 
Baaajoz return'd to the Place where he had left the 
ſick and wounded. As they advanc'd farther, the 
Fame of thejr being defeated ſpreading through the 
Country, all conſpir'd to conſume them. Tabor 
march'd out with three hundred Men, and fought for 


ſome 
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ſome Time, yet could not obſtruct their paſſing for- 
ward. Piruquete did the like, however the Swords 
clear'd the Way, and when they came to a Creek the 
Sea forms, whence the Iſland of Taboga can be ſeen, 
lying about eight or ten Leagues out at Sea, Badajoz, 
reſolv d not to paſs by without viſiting it, came upon 
it by ſurprize, ſecur d the Cazique, and tho' they had 
' ſome Rencounters with the Indians, they ſtay'd' there 
thirry Days. When they had ſer the Cazique at Li- 
berty, reſted themſelves, and cur'd the wounded, they 
return'd to the Continent, with ſeven thouſand Pieces 
of Eight in Gold, in Order to proceed to Darien. As 
ſoon as landed, they fell in upon the Towns of the Ca- 
zique Chepo, where they took ſome Indians, but whilſt - 
Badajoz was diſtributing them, the Cazique arriv'd with 
his Men, wounded ſome Spariards, and kill'd Alonſo 
Perez de la Rua. Marching on with the utmoſt Ex- 
pedition they came into the Territories of Tubanama 
and Pocoroſa, which were quite abandon'd, the Licen- 
ciate Eſpinoſa being there, to whom, Badajoz gave 
an Account of all his Proceedings. In concluſion, he ar- 
rivd at Darien, at the ſame Time that Peter Arias re- 
turn'd from Acla, who then receiv'd a Letter from E/ 
pinoſa, by the Dean of the Church of Darien, where- 
in he acquainted him, that he would go to recover what 
Gonzalo de Badajoz, had loſt, and therefore deſir'd more 
Men to enable him to perform it; being then in 
— 5 10 of Comagre and Pocoroſa, where he had little 
to do. 
Io proceed this Year 15 16, with the Affairs of Das 
rien, Peter Arias, purſuant to the Letter, above-menti- 
on'd he had receiv d from Eſpinoſa, ſent him one hun- 
dred and thirty Men, under the Command of Valen- 
⁊uela, notwithſtanding that Badajoz claim'd that Enter- 
prize as his Right. Valenxuela landing on the Conti- 
nent, order'd the Ship that carry'd him to be ſtay'd, as 
Peter Arias had directed him, that the Men might have 
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no Thoughts of returning. Eſpinoſa was already ſer 


forward, deſiring to perform ſome notable Exploit, to 


ſhow that Learning does not take off the Edge of Va- 
lour. Three thouſand Indians were drawn together on 
the Lands of Comagre and Pocoroſa, to oppoſe Fam, but 
as ſoon as they ſaw the Horſes, which they had never 
ſeen before, they were in ſuch a Conſternation, that 
they all fled; however thoſe Horſes overtook them, 


| ſome were kill'd, and others taken, the Dogs at the ſame 
Time making no leſs Havock. Eſpinoſa having pro- 


ceeded againſt them in Form, as being bred a Lawyer, 
hang' d ſome, and cut off the Noſes or Hands of 
others, according to the Crime he laid to every one's 
Charge. He advanc'd to the Lands of the Cazique 
Chiru, and the better to ſurprize Vata, march'd with 
half his Men, and attack'd a Town in the Night. 
The Cazique made his Eſcape, and having rally'd his 
Men, return'd upon the Spaniards with great Shouts, 
but ſpying the Horſes, which their Eyes had never be- 
held, and fearing to be torn in Pieces by them, they 
inſtantly fled. Eſpinoſa, for his greater Security, or- 
der'd the Place where he was, to be palifado'd, and 
Nata perceiving that the Spaniards delign'd to ſtay 
there, and that his Power was not ſufficient to with- 


| ſtand them, went in peaceable Manner, and put him- 


ſelf into their Hands, with ſome few of his Subjects. 
Eſpinoſa being inform'd where the Cazique Eſcolia was, 


ſent Bartholomew Hurtado, with fifty Men to ſeize 


him, which was perform'd. Having now the two 
Caziques in his Power, the one Priſoner, and the other 
vanquith'd, thinking that all behind him was ſecure, 
he advanc'd to the Country of Catara, or Paris, and 
came to the River Cocabira, where it was told him, he 
had the Gold taken from Badajoz to reſtore it to him, 
becauſe his Wives ſaid the Spaziards would return 
to demand it. Captain James de Albitez march'd be- 
fore with ninety Spaniards, and ſpying twenty Indians 

| | | near 
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near a Wood, with their Arms, attack'd them, they 
fought deſperately, tho* they ſuffer'd by the Swords. 
Then four thouſand Indians came out of the Wood, 
and the Cazique Paris with them, ſhouting after a hi- 
deous Manner. Both Sides behav'd themſelves with 
great Reſolution, ſometimes the one, and ſometimes the 


other charging and giving Way, till Eſpinoſa coming up, 


the Horſes appearing, and the Dogs being let looſe, 
not one of the Indiaus ſtood his Ground. 
FValenxuela advanc'd with his hundred and thirty 


Men, in Queſt of Eſpinoſa, over Hills and Dales, not 


knowing which Way he went, being all much ſpent 


with Travel and Hunger, a Thing few Nations 


would have endur'd like them. One Day they per- 
ceiv'd ſome Horſe-Dung in a Zavara, or Plain, which 
was a great Comfort to them, and a few Days after, 
they fir'd ſome Muskets they had, in the Night. Bar- 
tholome Hurtado, whom Eſpinoſa had ſent to ſeek for 
Proviſions, being in great Want, becauſe all the Na- 
tives were in Arms, heard them, made the Way the 
Noiſe came, and the two Parties met to their mutual 
Satisfaction. Being all join'd to Eſpinoſa, they look'd 
upon themſel / es to be ſo ſtrong, that all the Inhabitants 
of the Continent could not obſtruct their Underta- 
kings. Captain Fames de Albiteæ having the Cazique of 
Huete in his Cuſtody, was told by him, that the 
Treaſure raken from Captain Badajoz, lay in a little Bo- 
hio or Indian Houſe, two Leagues from thence. At 
the ſame Time, an Indian Woman, that belong'd to E/- 
pinoſa ſaid, that Bohio belong'd to the Devils, who 
would cauſe the Earth to open, and ſwallow the Spani- 
ards. Albitez, was at that Place ſomewhat late in the 
Night, and ſtay'd there in much Dread, for the Bohios, 
or Houſes ſhook all rhe Night, like Reeds, to the great 
Aſtoniſhment of them all, who had Recourſe to 
Prayer, bleſſing themſelves, and uſing ſuch other Acts 
of Devotion as they knew. Avitezreturn'd VERS. 
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the Gold, relating the Fright he had been in. He 
went again with ſixty Men, to the Country of the 
Cazique Quema, where the Gold was ſaid to be, Paris 
having hid it there. QOnema*s Subjects drew out in 
fierce manner to oppoſe him; but he being of a peace- 
able Diſpoſition, ſent them Word, that he went 
not to do them any Harm, but to eſtabliſh Friendſhip, 
and therefore they might lay down their Arms. They 
readily did {o, and three Caziques went to him. When 
he ask'd them for the Gold, they faid, they knew no- 
thing of it. He carry'd them to Eſpinoſa, who being 
crafty, with fair Words, diſcover'd where it was, and 
ſending twenty Men with them, within the Space of 


two Hours they return'd, with the Gold in five Pe- 


racas, or Baskets, ſuch as have been deſcrib'd before, 
containing about eighty thouſand Caſtellanos, or Pieces 
of Eight. Eſpinoſa deſigning to ſeek out the reſt 
march'd into the Province of the Cazique Chicacotia, 
where he ſtay'd till the Rains were over, becauſe there 
was great Plenty of Proviſions. Here they receiv'd 
Advice, that having left Peter de Arevalo and Michael 
Sanchez, with the Cazique of Capeche, to be taken care 
of becauſe they were ſick, he having promis d fo to 
do, as ſoon as Eſpinoſa's back was turn d, he had cut 
them in Pieces, with much Solemnity of Singing and 


Dancing, which in Hiſpaniola they call Areitos. 


WHriLlsrT the Spaniards were in Winter Quarters, 


they built a fort of Church, where the Prieſts ſaid 
{ Maſs, and baptiz'd many Women, and Children, bur 


prevail'd little on Men of Years, who were hardned 


in their Infidelity. In the mean time, the /zdians of 


the Country about, thirſting after Revenge, and deſi- 


| ring to expel their Enemies, aſſembled to the Number 


of above twgnty thouſand, and came to a Battle. Thoſe 
Barbarians fought more obſtinately than they were wont, 


| confiding in their Numbers; but the Spa#iards being 
now expert at their Manner of Fighting, took the 
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proper Seaſons to attack, and to retire, relieving one ano- 
ther, keeping cloſe to their Order, diſcharging their 
Croſs-Bows, firing their Muskets, and covering them- 
ſelves with their Targets, ſo opportunely as not to omit 
the offenſive Part, nor be wanting in the defenſive; 


thus with the Help of the Horſes, and the Croſs-Bows, 
the Indians were routed, and many flain ; but the con- 


federate Indians being about two hundred, made the 


greateſt Slaughter, fighting reſolutely under the Pro- 
tection of the Spaniarde. When it was Time to march, 
they departed from Nara on the ↄth of Juh 1516, 
towards the Cazique Eſcolia, and Eſpinoſa ſent Valenzu- 
ela to the Province of Guarari, to ſee if any Canoes 
could be made. Having two already, he ſent the 
Commanders Hernan Ponce, and Bartholomew Hurtady 
in them, who difcover'd ſome Iſlands, and much of 
the Coaſt to the Eaſtward, fought with ſome of the 
Iſlanders, defeated them, reduc'd others by fair Means, 
and rerurn'd with twelve Canoes more, many Indian, 
Gold, and other Booty. Eſpinoſa's Men ſuffer'd very 
much for Want of Proviſions, becauſe they liv'd upon 
nothing but Roots. Two Brothers of the Cazique 
Eſcolia were taken, of a gigantick Stature, and one of 

them had as great a Beard as any Spaniard, which was 

altogether ſtrange among the Indians. They proceed- 
ed to the Provinces of Pocoa, and Tabiava, three Days 

March farther on, reduc'd them, and there found the 
ſame Sort of Sport at Ball, as in Hiſpaniola. Hence 

they reſolv'd to return to Darien, tho' the Canoes 

were not come back, and found all the Provinces revol- 

ted. Thoſe in the Canoes went ſo far as to hear of 

Veragua, and where the Vadiaus ſaid, that from the 

Coalt of the South- Sea there were only three Suns 

that is, three Days Journey to the North. Sea, tho 

they miſtook, for there was more. Rerurning the 

fame Way they had gone to the Lands of the Cazique 

Tabanama, they march'd againſt the Cazique * 
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who had threatned Baſco Nunez. He fought with 


much Courage and Reſolution, but his Weapons not 


being anſwerable, was routed. Eſpinoſa came to Coma- 
re, where he found Captain Chriſtopher Serrano, who 
ad been ſent by Peter Arias to reduce that Province, 
which had revolted again. They proceeded to Acla, 
where Baſco Nunez 2 Balboa then was, who gave them 
enough to eat, and Proviſions to ſerve them ro Darien, 
whither they carry'd above two thouſand Slaves, and 
the eighty thouſand Pieces of Eight of the Gold that 
Gonzalo de Badajoz and Lewis de Mercado had loſt, be- 
ſides ſome other Quantity, having at this Time diſco- 
ver'd one hundred and fifty Leagues along the Coaſt. 
They preſently went about the Diſtribution of the 
Gold and Slaves, deducting the fifth for the King, 
and the General's Share, and then giving each Man his 
proper Part, ſo that they were all rich, and propos'd 
to themſelves to live great, and be merry; forgetting 
all paſt Miſeries, and never playing for leſs than one, 
two, three, or more Crowns, and Peter Arias at once 
play d away one hundred Slaves, ſo extravagant was 
this Folly in the Jadies, which occaſion'd the making 


of a Law that none ſhould play away above ten Pieces 
of Eight within the Compaſs of a natural Day. 


THz Captains Hernan Ponce and Bartholomew Hurta- 


do, having been as far as the Bay of Of, ninety 
| Leagues from Nara, came into the Country of a Peo- 
| ple call'd Chiuchires, whom they found ready to defend 
| themſelves with a great Number of arm'd Men. The 
| Fariards not daring to land, ran above fifty Leagues 


down the Coaſt, and found a Bay above . 


Leagues in Compaſs, full of the Iſlands above - mention' d, 


being an excellent Harbour, by the Indians call'd Chira, 
and by the Spaniards San Lucar, now the Port of Vi- 
cha, a Province of Nicaragua, very fruitful and agree- 
able. Near by there was à great Number of Canoes 


| yith arm'd Men, and very many more appear d on the 


Coaſt, 
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Coaſt, with their little Trumpets, or Cornets, threat- 
ning, and looking. very fierce; but as ſoom as they had 
fir'd ſome little Ng they had aboard, all that were in 
the Canoes fled aſhore. Hernan Ponce, and Bartholo- 
mew Hurtado perceiving nothirig was to be gor there, 
when they had landed on ſome Iſlands by fair Means, 
and on others by Force, and the Coaft ſtill ſtretching 
out much farther, they thouglit fit to return to join 
Eſpineſa, who being gone, they overtook him, and he 
by Order of Perer Arias, left Captain Hernan Ponce at 
Panama, being a Province where the' Air is wholeſome 
when it blows off the Sea, and bad when it comes from 
the Land. Tt: abounds in Gold, as alſo in Deer and 
Fowl. Along the Coaſt is a great Pearl Fiſhery, where 
they ſaw Whales, and Alligators thirty Foot long, in 
the Maws of ſome of which being kill'd, they found 
Pebbles, for they take thern in by way of Ballaſt, to 
ſink down to the Bottom, becauſe they cannot well do 
it without them. At Panama an Alligator has been 
known to take a Man off from the Stern of a Boat, 
and carry him away to the Rocks, Where as he was tea- 
ring him in Pieces, he was killd with a Musket 
Shot; the Man being recover'd as the Monſter was 
biting him off near the Groin, was carty*dto the Hoſ- 
pital, where he liv'd long enough to receive the Rites 
of the Church. The Inhabitants ſpoke and were 
cloath'd like thoſe of Darien, their Dances, Rites, 
and Religion much like thoſe .of Hiſpaniola and Cuba, 
The Men were much given to carving. and painting. 
They call'd their Idol Tabira and cloath'd him as he 
appear d to them, talk'd to him and had him in ſeveral 
Shapes of Gold caſt. Thoſe [»dians were addicted to 
the Fleſh, to Idleneſs, Theft, and Play, and had many 
Wizards, who ſuck d the Children at the Navel, and 
Sorcerers Some of them thought there Was prin 
more than being born and dying, and theſe obſerv'd 
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the Immortality of the Soul, put into the Tombs Bread, 

Liquor, Women, and Youths, their Treaſures, Arms, 
— Feathers; and thoſe that could not afford ſo much, 
laid in Bread, Liquor, and ſome Pieces of Cloth. 
They parch'd up the Bodies of their Lords at the Fire, 
inſtead of embalming them. On the Burial Day they 
danc'd, and kifs'd the Feet of the Son, or Nephew that 
inherited, he lying in the Bed, that being their Way 
of Swearing, Allegiance to him. 

Nor to forget what hapned in Spain relating to the 
Weſt-Indies. F. Bartholomew de las Caſas, who had ta- 
ken upon him to protect the Indians, going over upon 
that Errand, heard at Sevil, that = Ferdinand was 
dead, which hapned on the 23d 0 1516. 
F. Francis Ximenez, de Ciſneros, Archbiſhop of Toledo, 
and afterwards Cardinal, then enter d upon the Admi- 
niſtration of the Government, for the young King 
Charles. He thinking the [dies would be beſt go- 


vern'd Y religious Men, fent three Friars of the Order 


of St. Ferome, to take upon them the chief Admi- 
niſtration of Affairs in thoſe Parts, but F. Caſas's 
Negotiations were put off till the Arrival of the new 
_ | 
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CHAP. III. 


Peter Arias, and Baſco Nunez de Balboa 
reconciÞd; the latter goes to Acla, builds 
Ships, and carries them over by Land to 
the South-Sea, c. Diſcoveries in the 
Province of Yucatan. | | 


HLS T Eſpa was employ d, as has been 
8] faid, 3% Nunez de Balboa continu'd at Da- 
re, quite out of Favour with Peter Arias, 
— and in the nature of a Priſoner; for he had 
no good Opinion of him, and ſince he had got the 
Title of Adelantado, or Lord Lieutenant, he was plea- 
ſed to keep, him under; thinking that being accepta- 
ble to the King he would eclipſe his Actions. Baſce 
Nuiez, had apply d himſelf to the Biſhop F. John de 
Quevedo, and gain d his Affection, ſo that either by 
Perſwaſion, or of his own Accord, he us'd his en- 
deavours to prevail with Peter Arias to lay aſide the 
Prejudice he had conceiv'd againſt, him, to honour, 
encourage, and employ him, as he. did others, ſince 
he might be more ſerviceable by reaſon of his Valour, 
Experience, and the Title of Adelantado; and the Bi- 
ſhop being very eloquent, repreſented the good Opi- 
nion the King had conceiv'd of him, as well as all 
the People; how much he had labour'd in diſcovering 
thoſe Countries; his ſaving the firſt Spaniards at Ura- 
ba, with much more to this Effect. Theſe Perſwaſi- 
ons prevailing, Peter Arias thought fit to comply, and 
| | MT 9 
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d o bind this Friendſhip and Reconcilation the faſter, 


it was agreed, that Baſco Nunex ſhould marry the La- 
dy ary, eldeſt Daughter to Perer Arias, who was 
then in Spain. Hereupon it was reſolv'd, that Baſco 
Nunez ſhould go ſettle a Colony, at the Port of Acla, 
where Gabrel de Rojas was in the Fort Peter Arias had 
founded, and that he ſhould endeavour to build ſome 
Brigantines on the Soxrh-Sea, in order to diſcover the 
great Wealth that was conceiv d to be in thoſe Parts. 
Baſco Nunez ſet out from Darien with eighty Men, 
whe went with him of their own pen and fail- 
ing down the Coaſt found few Men in the Fort, and 
thoſe in much Fear of the Indians. He appointed A- 


caldes and Regidores, that is, Magiſtrates, and call'd it 


the Town of Acla, lying on the Sea, and having a 
deep Harbour, bur e for Ships going in or 
out, by Reaſon of the ſtrong Currents. He order'd, 


that ſince there were then no Indiaus near by, wh 


Man ſhould ſow his own proper Spot of Ground, 
with his own Hands, or by his Slaves, that they might 
have Food; for he had extraordinary Foreſight in all 
Things relating to War, or civil Government, and 
was the firſt himſelf to ſer a good Example, being 
very ſtrong and then about forty Years of Age. 
At this Time the Licenciate Eſpinoſa arriv'd there, in 
his Return from the Country of Paris, and Baſco Nu- 
nez, like a Man of Experience, being ſenſible that 
when thoſe Soldiers came to Darien, and the Gold 
was divided among them all, they could not long con- 
tinue idle, went aboard a Brigantine after them, with 
a deſign to get all the Men he could to enlarge his 
new Town, and apply himſelf to building of Ships 
on the South-Sea, which at that Time was the ulti- 
mate End they all aim'd at. Peter Arias was glad to 
ſee him, and treating him to outward Appearance, like 
2 Son, gave him two hundred Soldiers, and furniſhed . 
all that was neceſſary for that Enterprize, Returning 

tO 
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to Acla with three ſmall Veſſels, he found that ame 
de Albitez, whom he had left in his own Stead, waͤs 
ne away to Hiſpaniola, to ask leave to ſettle a Co- 
Coy at Nombre de Dios, in Order from thence to car= | 
ry on the Diſcovery of the Sowth-Sea; for all that | 
were grown rich long'd to be exempt from Subjecti- 
on, of which number James de Albitex was one, and 
not finding the Diſpatch he expected, being referr d 
to Peter Arias, he hir'd a Ship, and return d to Da- 
rien with ſixty Men pretending he went for Men, 
and Proviſions. Peter Arias ſeem'd to be well pleas d 
with his going, and returning, becauſe he was a Man 
of enſe and Diſcretion. | 
HEN James de Albitez, had reſted ſome Days, 
He ask d leave of Peter Arias to go make an Incurſion 
into Veragua, becauſe it was reputed very wealthy, 
and Baſco Nunez, was much offended at the Preſump- 
tion of Albitex, but all Men then diſſembled that they 
might ſhew their Teeth at the proper Seaſon. Baſco 
' Nunez, ſent one Companon, Nephew to Albitez, to ſee 
whether there was Conveniency for building of Ships, 
at the River De las Balſas, who return'd with an Ac- 
-count, that there was every Thing requiſite. Having 
fifty Soldiers with him, he undertook to attack ſome 
Caziques, but they ſtood upon their Guard, and no 
Harm was done on either Side. Whilſt Compazon 
Was going, and returning, Baſco Nunez began to hew 
down Timber to build the Ships, he and thoſe that 
were with him working ar it, for among his other 
good Qualities he always kept his Men employ'd about 
ſome publick or private Work. All the Timber for 
four Brigantines was hew'd out, to be carry'd to the 
River De las Balſas, and fitted up there. Baſco Nunes 
again ſent Companon to the Top of the Mountains, 
from whence the Waters run down to the South- Sea, 
for him there to build a Houſe, to reſt the Men that 
were to carry on their Backs the Timber, the _ 
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and the Rigging, and to keep Proviſions, and Neceſ- 


ſaries for their Defence. When the Houſe was built 
on the Top of the Mountains, he undertook the con- 
veying of the Timber to it, being about twelve 
Leagues along Hills and Rivers, the Indian Slaves, and 


thirty Blacks they had carrying thoſe Burdens, and 


every Spaniard what he could. It is not to be ima- 
gin'd what immenſe Toil there was in tranſporting thoſe 
Things, and yet no Spaziard, nor Black dy'd, but of 
the Indians many periſh'd ; nor was it thought that any 
Man at that Time in the Indies durſt have attempted 
ſuch an Action, or would have ſucceeded in it, beſides 


Baſco Nunez, and therefore Peter Arias's Enemies ſaid, 


that he kept him under Oppreſſion, for Fear he ſhould 
eclipſe his Honour. 

Taz Timber being thus carry'd over to the 
River De las Balſas, as has been beforemention d, 


Was thus provided being only ſufficient to build 


two Brigantines, and there being need of two more, 
* Baſco Nunez divided all his Men, Spaniards, Indians, 
and Blacks into three Parties. The firſt to hew 
down, and work the Timber, the ſecond to bring o- 
| ver from Acla the Iron Work, Rigging, and other 
* Neceflanzes, the Diſtance between the two Seas being 
about rwenity-two Leagues; and the third to go a 


marauding, that 1s, to get Proviſions for them all. A 


Misfortune hapned. which diſcourag d them very 
much, and was, that the Timber being cut near 
the Salt Water, was preſently worm eaten, ſo that all 
their Labour was loſt. However Baſco Nunez, was 
not caſt down, for he preſently apply d a Remedy, 
| which was hewing freſh Timber on the River, and 
| when itwas ready to put upon the Stocks, there fell ſuch | 
| mighty Floods as carry'd away. part of it, and part was 
| bury'd in Mud, the Water riſing two Fathoms above 
it, the Men having no other way to ſave themſalves but 
climbing the Trees, where they were ſcarce ſaſe. 
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This made Baſco Nunez deſpond, meeting with ſo 
many Difficulties in his Undertaking, ſo that he was 
in the Mind to return to Acla, as it were in Deſpair, 


Hunger at the ſame Time preiſing him to it; for the 


third Party of his Men, whom he had order'd to bring 
in Proviſions, did not anſwer his Expectation. This 
was a Proof of the Conſtancy of the Spaniſh Nation, 


and their Patience under Afflictions. Francis Cumpa- 


non offer'd to paſs the River to ſeek for Proviſions. 
To this Effect they made a Bridge of large Timbers 
bound together with Wythes, by ſome that could 
ſwim, and yet it prov'd ſuch that they had the Wa- 
ters up to their Middles in paſſing, and ſome up to 
their Breaſts. Baſco Nunez. fed upon Roots, whence 
may be concluded how his Men liv'd. In ſhort, he 
was forc'd to go away to Acla, though not upon his 
firſt Motive, but to get ſome Proviſion, and more 
Spaniards, if any ſhould happen to come from Darien, 
or the Iſlands; and to that Purpoſe he ſent Hwrrads 
to Darien, to fetch Anchors and Rigging, and forward 
all Things. Francis Companon return'd with Proviſi- 
ons, loaded upon many Indians; as did Hurtado to 

Acla, with ſixty Spaniards he had from Peter Arias, 
and other Things that were wanting. Baſco Nunez 
being encourag'd by this Supply, went back to the 
River De las Balſas, with all Neceſſaries to carry on 
the Work of his Ships, two whereof he finiſh'd with 
immenſe Labour, and much ſuffering through Hun- 
ger. They being launch'd, he embark'd with as many 
Spaniards as they could carry, and fail'd to the great- 
elt of the Pearl Iſlands, where whilſt the Brigantines 
carry'd over the reſt of his Men, he endeavour'd to 
bring together all the Proviſions that could be found in 
the Ifland, as well as to reduce the Inhabitants by Want, 
as to have enough for himſelf whilſt he ſtay d there. 
Here Baſco Nunez is ſaid to have Wi a Letter 


Q from Don James de Deza, Archbiſhop of 'Sevi/, ys | 
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had contributed in ſome Meaſure towards the Diſco- 
very of the Indies, being then Preceptor to Prince 
John, wherein he told him, he had heard of his Diſ- 
covering the South Sea, and that he might be aſſur'd, 
if he follow'd the Land to the Weſtward, he would 
meet with Indians that us d Spears, and wore Armour on 
their Bodies, and if he went to the Eaſtward, he would 
find much Wealth, and Cattle. After what has been 
faid, Baſco Nunex ſail'd towards the Continent Eaſt- 
ward, with above one hundred Men; becauſe the In- 
diaus he had Priſoners told him, there was much Gold 
that way, which was the third Indication of the pro- 


digious Wealth of Peru. Coming near a Harbour, which 


was call'd Port, or Point Pinas, twenty five Leagues, 
or ſomewhat more beyond the Cape, or Point of St. Mi- 
chael, they ſaw abundance of Whales, which look'd 
like Rocks, ſtrerching out very far in the Sea. The 
Sailors were afraid to come near, becauſe Night was 


_—_ on, and arriv'd at another Point, deſign- 


ing to hold on their Voyage the next Day; but the 
Wind proving contrary, Baſco Nunez. thought fit to 
go land in the Country of the Cazique Chicama, to 
revenge the Death of the Spaziards that went with Gaf- 


par de Morales. The Natives advanc'd to oppoſe them, 


but the Spaniſh Swords ſoon made way, and left them 
Maſters of the Country. Baſco Nunez return'd to the 


{ Iſland, and order d Timber to be hew'd to build two 


other Veſſels. He wanted Iron, Pitch, and other Ne- 
ceſſaries to finiſh them, which he ſent for from Ala, 
and Advice being brought, that Lope de Soſa, a Gen- 


| tleman of Cordova, was coming over to be Governour 


of the Continent, Baſco Nunez wanted to know, what 
News there was of him, believing that if his Father- 
in-law Peter Arias were depriv'd of the Government, 
he ſhould himſelf be remov'd from that Enterprize, 
and his Ships would be taken from him, to be given 


to ſome one that came over with the new Governour. 
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Being apprehenſive hereof, one Night talking with one 
Valderrabano, and Roderich Perez, a Prieſt, he ſaid to 
them, That according to the Time ſince Lope de 
ce Soſa's Commiſhon had been heard of, it was poſſi- 
ce ble he might be come; and if he is come, Peter 
« Arias my Lord, will be out of the Government, 


e and thus we ſhall be diſappointed of our Wiſhes, / N 


and loſe all the Pains we have taken, to our utter 
« Ruin. I am of Opinion, that, in Order to know 
« what is beſt for us to do, Captain Frantis Garabito 
© beſentto the Town of Ala, for the Iron and Pitch 
<« we ſtand in need of; and that he enquire, whether 
« he is come, that, it he is, they may return, and 
« we will finiſh theſe Ships the beſt we can, and pro- 
* ceed upon our Enterprize; and whatſoever Way it 
ce happens, it is to be thought, that the Governour will 
& receive us favourably, that we may ſerve and aſſiſt 
« him. But, if my Lord Peter Arias continues ſtill in 
4 the Government, they ſhall acquaint him with the 
« Condition we are in, he will furniſh us with what we 
« defire, and we will ſet out on our Voyage, which I 
<« hope in God, will ſucceed according to our Wiſhes.” 
It was reported, that when Baſco Nunez was talking, 

it began to rain, and that the Sentinel who was at his 
Poſt, ſhelrer'd himſelf under the Houſe where Baſco 
Nunez was, to keep himſelf dry, and heard him ſay, 
they would go their Voyage in che Ships without hea- 
ring any more of the Diſcourſe, or upon what Account 
thoſe Words were ſpoken ; whereupon fancying that it 
was meant to run away from Peter Arias, hes upon this 
miſtaken Notion, never imparted the ſame to Any Man, 
till he had an Opporrunity to diſcover it to Peter Ari- 
as himſelf. Garabito was ſent away to Acla, with forty 
Men, who finding that Lope de geſa was not come, 
but Peter Arias continu'd in the Government, reſolv d 
to proceed to Darien; and it vas no Wonder that the 


Advice of Lope de Soſa'sbeing nominated ſhould reach 


the 
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3 the Indies, before he had his Commiſſion, becauſe being 
then Governour of the Canary Iſlands, it took up ſome 
3 Time to ſend him Word, and wait his Anſwer. When 
| Baſco Nunez, ſet out the laſt Time for the River de las 
* Balſas, it was reported, that Garabito had writ to Peter 
Arias, that he was then as good gs revolted, deſigning 
never more to ſubmit to him. Peter Arias being alrea- 
dy jealous of him, eaſily gave Credit to it, and it 
afterwards appear d, that Garabito had given this Account 
of Baſco Nunez, being then incens'd againſt him for ſome 
hard Expreſſions he had us d towards him, as has been 
ſaid above, about the Jadian Woman the Cazique Ca- 


reta had given him; it being a difficult Matter for Men 
of Honour to put up ill Words. 


o 


AFTER Eſpinoſa had been upon the Expedition 
againſt the Cazique Paris, the Factor ohn de Tabira, 
coveting the Wealth that was reported to be in the 
Temple of the Idol at Dobaybe, beg as a Favour of 
Peter Arias, that he would permit him to go upon that 
Enterprize, which being granted, he built three Foiſts, 
and bought ſeveral Canoes of the Inhabitants of Dari- 


„es, in Order to go up the Great River, to the Place 
g; | where the Temple was. Upon theſe Preparations he 
1s | not only expended what he had of his own, bur as 
fo much as he could get out of the King's Cheſt. Settin 


55 out with his Veſſels, and one hundred and ſixty Sp 
ea- | miards aboard them, he went up the River with much 
Difficulty, by reaſon of the ftrong Current. The 
People of Dobaybe being upon their Guard, and in- 
form'd of his Coming, advanc'd againſt them with 
three large Canoes, and ſurprizing the Spaniards, in a 
Moment kill'd one, and wounded ſeveral of them. 
The Canoes then drew under the Shelter of the Foiſts, 
or Brigantines, deſiring to go on, and to ſend Men b 
Land ; but the River ona ſudden fwelP'd fo high wi 
2 Flood, great Rains having fallen upon the Mountains, 
that ſeveral Trees were not to be ſeen. The Factor's 
| = | Canoe 
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Canoe ſtruck upon one of thoſe that were under Water, 

and overſetting, the Factor himſelf, and the Inſpector 
ohn de Birues were drowned, thoſe that could ſwim 


eſcaping. The Men made choice of Francis Pizarro 
ro command them, being a very expert Soldier, and a 


diſcreet Perſon, who conducted them ſafe back to Da- 


rien. Peter Arias was much concern'd © this Loſs, bur 
{till encourag'd the Men, bidding them be eaſy, for he 
would appoint Francis Pizarro to command them upon 
an Expedition to Abrayme, where they might get ſo 
much Wealth as would reheve all their, Wants. Some 
being quite out of Humour by reaſon of their great 


Sufferings, would not go, but others conſented. When 


Francis Pizarro came into the Country of Abrayme, the In- 
babirants having been alarm'd by former Excurſions, he 
found neither Gold, nor People, nor any thing to eat, ſo 
that his Men being ready to ſtarve eat ſeven Horſes they 
had taken with them, to be able to return to Darien, where 
they arriv'd in a very doleful Condition. Some few 
Days after, James de Albitez, return'd with a great 
Quantity of Gold, and many Slaves he had taken along 
the Coaſt of Nombre de Dios, and in the Provinces of 
Chagre and Veragua. The Licenciate Eſpinoſa, being 
more inclin'd to apply himſelf to Arms, than the Pro- 


feſhon of the Law, as ſoon as he return d from the Ex- 


pedition before ſpoken of, prevail'd with Peter Arias to 
go again upon farther Diſcoveries, as Baſco Nunez had 
ſuſpected. He took a long Journey, and as he tells us, 
in his Memorials, at this Time diſcover'd four hundred 
Leagues along the Coaſt, and ſettled the Colony of Na- 


ra, which was the firſt Spaniſh Town on the South- 


Sea. 


TERRE being great Scarcity of Proviſions at Darien, 


to maintain the Spaniards, this Year 15 17, the Governour 
Peter Arias, gave leave to ſuch as would to go away to 
other Parts; and whereas it was then reported abroad, 
that the Spaniards in Cuba were rich, and at their Eaſe 
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through the good Management of James Velaſqued 
the Governour, about one hundred Men went over to 
that Iſland, moſt of them well born, who were favou- 
rably receiv d by the faid Governour, he promiſing to 
provide for them in Time. Some Months after, Ye- 
laſque propos d to them to go out upon new Diſcove- 


ries, towards thoſe Parts where the firſt Admiral Chriſto- 
pher Columbus, and the Adelantado John Ponce de Leon 
had been, that is, the Coaſts of Vacatan, or Florida. The 


Governour's Deſign being made known, Francis Her- 
naudlex de Cordova, a rich and brave Man, who had In- 


dians of his own, offer d to go as Captain of thoſe 


Men, which being granted, he fitted out two Ships, 
and a Brigantine, with all neceſſary Stores. He liſted 
one hundred and ten Soldiers, and fail'd from Santo Do- 
mingo. of Cuba to the Havana, where they took up 
Alonſo Gongalez, a Prieſt, to fay Maſs, and adminiſter 
the Sacraments to them. They left the Havana on the 


8th of February, this Year 1517, and on the 12th 
they doubled Cape St. Antony; holding on their Courle 


to the Weſtward, becauſe the Pilot Antony de Alaminos, 
ſaid the firſt Admiral had always inclin'd that Way, 
when he fail'd with him, being a Boy. They had a 


Storm, that held them two Days, in which they ex- 


pected to have periſh'd, and after twenty-one Days of 
their being at Sea, lying by at Nights, as unacquainted 
in thoſe Seas, they ſaw Land, and from their Ships could 
deſcry a large Town, which was about two Leagues 


from the Coaſt. As they drew near, rwo Canoes full 


of Men appear'd, rowing along. They hald them, 
the Canoes drew near, and thirty {zdians went aboard 


the Commadore, having Jackets without Sleeves, and 


Pieces of Cloth wrapp'd about them inſtead of Bree- 
ches. The Spaniards gave them to eat, ſome Spaniſb 
Wine, and Strings of Beads. They made Signs, for 
there was no Interpreter, that they would be gone, and 


return rhe next Day, with more Canoes to carry them 


aſhore z 
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aſhore ; very much admiring the Ships, the Men, 
the Beards, the Cloarhs, the Arms, and other Things 
they had never ſeen before. The next Day they re- 


turn'd with twelve Canoes, and an Indian, who was the 


Cazique, cry'd out, Cone Cotoche, that is, Come to 
my Houſes, and for this Reaſon that Place was call d 
Cape Cotoche. The Spaniards having conſulted toge- 
ther, hoiſed out their Boats, and in them, and the 
Canoes went aſhore, with their Arms, where an infi- 
nite Number of People waited to ſee them. The Ca- 
zique {till preſsd them to go to his Houſe, and they 
obſerving ſo many Tokens of Friendſhip, concluded 
to do that upon Courteſy, which perhaps they might 
be oblig'd to perform by Force, and was to take a view 
of the Country. When they came to a Wood, the 
Cazique call'd out to a great Number of arm'd Men, 
that lay in Ambuſh, and immediately there appear d a 
Multitude in Armour made of quilted Cotton, with 
Targets, wooden Swords having Edges of Flints, large 
Cutlaſſes, Spears and Slings, ag orn'd with Plumes of 
Feathers, and their Faces painted of ſeveral Colours. 
They gave a hideous Shout, making no leſs Noiſe 
with warlike muſical Inſtruments, pouring in at the 
ſame Time ſuch a Shower of Stones and Arrows, that 
they wounded fifteen Spaniards, after which they came 
to handy Strokes, and fought with much Reſolution. 
The Spaniards had only twenty-five Crofs-Bows, and 
Muskets, which were well ply'd, but when the Vadians 
felt the Sharpneſs of the Spaniſh Swords, they filed, 

many of them being wounded, and ſeventeen kill'd. 
Ar the Place where this Rancounter hapned, there 
were three Houſes built with Lime and Stone, being 
Places of Worſhip, in which were many earthern Idols, 
with Faces like Devils, or other hideous Creatures, and 
ſome of Women, as alſo of Men lying o pon ano- 
ther, repreſenting the Sin of Soda. While the Men 
were engag'd, the Prieft Alonſo Gonzdlegg convey d 
| away 
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away from thoſe Temples ſome ſmall Boxes, in which 
there were earthern and wooden Idols, with little Plates, 
Ornaments, and Diadems of Gold. There were taken 
in this Action two Youths, who became Chriſtians, 
and were calld Julian and Melchior. The Spaniards 
return'd to their Ships, well pleas'd for having found 
a rational Sort of People, and other Things different 
from what there was at Darien, and in the Iſlands, 
and more eſpecially Houſes of Stone and Lime, which 
had not till then been ſeen in the Indies. They held on 
their Courſe down the Coaſt, always lying by at Night ; 
and having advanc'd fifteen Days after this Manner, 
they byd a large Town, and a Bay near it, which they 
believ'd to be a River, where they might water, for 
they were in Want. They landed on the Sunday be- 
fore Palm Sunday, in Spaniſh call'd the Sunday of Laza- 
© 745, and therefore they gave it that Name; but the In- 
dias call'd it Quimpech, whence it had afterwards the 
Name of Campeche. Being come to a Well of good 
Water, of which the Natives us'd to drink, when they 
had taken what they wanted, and were ready to return 
© to their Ships, fifty Indians clad in Jackets, with large 
Cotton Cloths inſtead of Cloaks came, and by Signs 
ask'd them, what they wanted, and whether they came 
from thoſe Parts where the Sun riſes, inviting them to 
go to their Town. When they had ſeriouſſy confider'd 
on it, and put themſelves into a good Poſture of De- 
fence, for fear of being ſerv'd as they had been at Coro- 
che, they went to certain Places of Worſhip, built with 
Lime and Stone, where there were Idols of ſundry ug- 
hh Shapes, as they had ſeen in the former, with freſh 
Signs of Blood, as alſo Croſſes painted, which they 

were much amaz'd at. Abundance of People, Men, 
Women, and Children cime flocking, look'd upon 
them with Aſtoniſhment, and ſome of them ſmil'd ; 
ſoon after which two Parties of arm'd Men appear'd in 
good Order, like thoſe of Cotoche. From one of the 
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Temples iſſu'd ten Men in very long white Mantles, 
their Hair long, black, and roul'd up, that it might not 
fly about. In their Hands they had little earthern Fire- 
Pans into which they caſt Gum Anime, which they 
call'd Copal, and perfum'd the Spaniards, bidding them 
ro depart their Country, orthey would kill them. Then 
they 1 to beat their little Kettle- Drums, and to 
ſound their Horns, Trumpets, and Pipes. The Spaui- 
ards, becauſe the Men that had been wounded at Coto- 
che were not yet recover'd, but two of them dy'd, 
retir'd to the Shore in good Order, {till purſu'd by 
thearm'd Parties, and embark'd again without any Loſs. 
When they had faiFd fix Days longer, the Wind came 
up at North, bearing upon the Coaſt, ſo that they had 
like to have periſh'd. When the Storm ceas'd, they 
endeavour'd to draw near to the Shore, to water, becauſe 
their Casks were bad, and leaky, ſo that their Water 
laſted not long. They anchor'd neara Town, ina Bay, 
that look'd like a River, where they landed in the Aft- 
ternoon, a League from a Town call'd Potonchan, fill'd 
their Veſſels, ar ſonie Wells they found near certain Pla- 
ces of Worſhip of Lime and Stone, like the former. 
When ready to return, they perceiv'd arm'd Men ad- 
vancing towards them from the Town, juſt as the 
others they had ſeen before. They ask'd, Whether 
they came from thoſe Parts where the Sun riſes ; the 
Spaniaras anſwer'd, my did, and then the Indians drew 
back to ſome Houſes, becauſe Night came on, and rhe 
Spaniards, for the fame Reaſon, reſolv'd to ſtay there. 


A great martial Noife being heard ſome Hours after, H 
the Spariaras upon Debate were divided, ſome being for lin 
embarking, and others thinking the Retreat dangerous, wh 
becauſe there ſeem'd to be three hundred Indians to eve- the 
ry one of them. When Day appear'd, they perceiv'd Fi 
that the firſt Parties had been join'd by others, who er- 5 
compaſſing them, pour'd in a great Shower of Ar- Ge 
rows, Stones ſrom Slings, and Darts, which wounded er 
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near eighty Spaniards, with whom they clos'd, uſing 
their gr. ro Spears; and tho' the Spamiards were 


not idle with their Fire-Arms, Croſs-Bows, and Swords, 


the Indians ſtreightned them; but when they felt the 
Spaniſh Swords, they drew farther off, the better to 
take Aim with their Arrows. Whilſt they tought 
they cry'd out, Calachuni, Calachuni, which in the Lan- 
guage of Vicatan ſignifies, Cazique, or Captain, mean- 
ing that they ſhould ſhoot at the Commander Francis 
Hernandez, and they were not wanting in their En- 


* Adeavours, torthey ſhot twelve Arrows into him, which 


it was generally ſaid he might have avoided, for there 
was no Encounter in which he was not foremoſt, tho' 
there was then more occaſion for his directing than 
acting. Finding himſelf ſo much wounded, not in 
thirty three Places, as Gomara writes, as were many 
of his Men; that they had carry'd off two of his Men, 
the one call'd Alonſo Bote, and the other an old Portu- 


guexe, and that the Valour of his Men could not van- 


quiſh ſuch a Multitude, many continually reſorting to 
them, they made a moſt furious onſet and broke thro” 
them, the Indians {till purſuing, with hideous Noiſe, 
and Cries. When they came to the Boats, their Num- 
ber being great, they were ready to fink ; but ſtill. they 


made off, ſome only hanging by them, the Narives 


ſhooting at them, and running into the Water to wound 
them with their Spears. Seven and forty Spaniards were 
kil'd in this Action, and five dy'd aboard the Ships. 
The wounded Men endur'd moſt piercing Pains, their 
Hurts having been wet with the Sea Water, and ſwel- 


ng, curſing the Pilot Alaminos for his Diſcovery, 


who ſtil] perſiſted that.the Country was an Ifland, and 


| they call'd this Bay De wala Pelea, that is, of the bad 


Fight, for the ill Succeſs they had mer with. 
TAE Spaniards that eſcap'd aboard the Ships gave 
God thanks for their Deliverance .out of that Dan- 


ger, bur being all wounded except only one, they re- 
„ 22 
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ſolved to return to Cuba, and in order to it burnt one 
of their Ships, that was leaky, becauſe they wanted a- 
ble Hands to fail them both, and ply the Pump. Be- 
ing almoſt periſh'd for want of Drink, having left 
their Casks at Potonchan, ſome of the ſoundeſt Men 
went aſhore, who could get no Water but what was 
| brackiſh, which they took at a Creek where there were 
many large Alligators, and therefore they call'd it De 
los Lagartos, or of Alligators. Antony de Alaminos advi- 
ſing with the other Pilots, it was reſolv'd to ſtand o- 

ver for Florida, and accordingly in four Days they diſ- 
covered that Country. Alaminos, the Pilot, was ſent 
aſhore, with twenty of the ſoundeſt Soldiers carry- 
ing Crofs-bows, and Muskets, and the Captain Frazci 
Hernandez, who was much wounded begg'd he would 
ſpeedily bring him ſome Water, becauſe he was pe- 
riſhed for want of it. When landed near a Creek, 
Alaminos told them, he knew the Place, having been 
there before with John Ponce de Leon, and that they 
muſt be upon their Guard. Having accordingly poſt- 
ed Sentinels along an open Shore, they = Pits, 
where they found good Water, drank ſome and waſh'd 
out Linen for the wounded Men. When they were 
upon returning, they perceiv'd one of their Sentinels 
come running, and crying, To Sea, to Sea, for abun- 
dance of warlike Indians are coming; on the other Hand 
they ſpy'd many Canoes coming down the Creek al- 
moſt as near as the Soldier. The [zdians with long 
Bows and Arrows, Spears, and Swords after rheir man- 
ner, cloath'd in Deerskins, and being of a large Size, 
were dreadful to behold. They let fly their Arrows 
and at the firſt Diſcharge wounded {ix of the Soldiers; 
but feeling the Effect of the Crofs-bows, Muskets, and 
Swords, they made to the Canoes, which preſs'd hard 
upon the Sailors, and had wounded Antony de Ala- 
minos in the Throat. The Soldiers clos'd with them, 
being up to their Waſtes in Water, and wp we | 
4 | 2 Ho Sword; 
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Swords made them quit the Boat they had taken. 
When ready to embark, they ask d the Soldier, 
who had ſtood Sentinel, what was become of his 
Comrade Berrio, who had been the other Sentinel, 
he faid, he had ſeen him ſtep aſide, with a Hatcher 
in his Hand to cut down a Palmito, going towards 
the Creek, along which the Indians came, and pre- 
ſently had heard the Cry of a Spaniard, which made 
him come to give the Alarm. That Soldier was the 
only one that eſcap'd unhurt at Potonchan, and it was 
his Fare to periſh there; for the others follow'd the 
Track of the Indians, and found a Palm Tree he had 
begun to cut, and near it a greater Track than elſe- 
where, which made them conclude, that they had car- 
ry'd him away alive, becauſe they ſaw no Signs of 
Blood, and tho” they ſearch'd about for above an Hour, 
and call'd out, they return d to the Ships without find- 
ing him. Thoſe Men were ſo extreme thirſty, and 


deſirous of Water, that, as ſoon as the Boat came to 


the Ship's Side, a Soldier leap'd into it, laid hold of a 
Jar, and drank ſo much, that he ſwell'd, and dy'd 
within two Days. Sailing from thence in two Days 
and Nights, they arrived at the little Iſlands, call'd 
of the Martyrs, where the greateſt Depth being but 


four Fathoms, the Ship touch d upon ſome Rocks, and 
became very leaky ; but it pleas d God, that after fo 


many Sufferings, they arriv'd at Port Carenas, now 


the Havana, from whence Capt. Francis Hernandez, de 


Cordova ſent an Account of his Voyage to the Go- 


vernour Fames Yelaſquezz with the Particulars of all 


he had ſeen, and dy'd ten Days after. Three of his 
Soldiers alſo dy'd at the Havana, which made up fif- 
ty ſix loſt in this Expedition; the reſt diſpers d them- 
ſelves about the Iſland, *and the Ships return'd to the 
ah i Santiago. | | 
HEN James Velaſquez, and all the reſt ſaw the 
tvo Indians, that had been taken at Cape Cotoche, 2 
ne 
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the little wooden Cheſts or Boxes, with the earthern, 
and wooden Idols, and the gold Plates, Diadems, 
and other Ornaments, which Alonſo Gonzalez, the Prieſt 
had taken out of the Temples, they were aſtoniſh'd, 
becauſe no ſuch Things — been ſeen before, and im- 
mediately the Fame of this Diſcovery was ſpread abroad 
through all the Iſlands, being much magnify d, and 
look' upon as very Wealthy. They ask d the Indi- 
an, whether there was any Gold in their Country, 
n ſome in Duſt. They anſwer d, there 


was, which made the Spaniards the eagerer to carry on 


that Affair; but they did not ſp ruth, for there 


are no Mines of any ſort throughout the whole King- 


dom of Yucatan. Bernal Diaz, del Caſtillo, who was in 
This Expedition, and will be ſpoken of hereafter tells 
us, that the Judians being ask'd, whether they had in 
their Country any of thoſe Roots that are called Duca, 
of which the Cazabi Bread is made; they anſwer d, 
Jah, ſignifying the Land where they are planted, 
and that joining Laca, and Ilatla, they made Vacatla, 
and from thence came the Name of Tucatan. Others 
Ay, that thoſe firſt Diſcoveries talking with the Indi- 
aus of that Coaſt, when they ask d them any Que- 


ſtion, they anſwer d, a Toloquitan, pointing with the 


Hand, thinking they had ask'd for ſome Town, and 
the Spaniards underſtood Lucatan, and thence call'd the 
Province Nucatan, tho it never had any general Name, 


for till the Spaziards ſubdu'd it, the fame was divided 


under ſeveral Lords, or Caziques, who govern'd their 


particular Diſtricts, as ſhall be faid hereafter. 
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Diſcoveries on the Coaſt of Yucatan conti- 
aud; Baſco Nunez put to Death; De- 
ſcription of Caſtilla del Oro, or the Conn- 
try about the Iſthmus of America. ; 


E good Account James Velaſquex had re- 
© 7 ſeiv'd of the Country of Vucatan, made him 
EA reſolve to proceed in that Enterprize, and 
baving, with all ſpeed fitted our three Ships, 
and a Brigantine for that Purpoſe, he appointed 

de Grijalva, a hopeful young Man, and well behav'd, 
being a Gentleman of the Town of Cellar, to com- 
mand them in Chief, Autom de Alaminos being again 
chief Pilot, as he had been in the former Voyage. 
The Fame of the Extent of thar Country, and the 
Wealth ir produc'd being fpread abroad, about two 
hundred and fifty Soldiers voluntarily came in, and 
took ſome Natives of Cuba to ferve them. Bernal Di- 
az del Caſtillo, who was in the Expeditions with Fran- 
cis Hernandez, Grijalva, and Cortes, informs us, that 
the Inſtructions given to Grijalva were, that he ſhould 
barter for as much Gold as he could, and if he found 
it convenient to fertle any Colony he ſhould do it, 
or otherwiſe ſhould return. F. Bartholomew de las Ca- 
ſas, an Author of Credit, who took much Pains to 
be rightly inform'd, and was very intimate with Fames 


a Vielaſquex, ſays, the Inſtructions were poſitive, that 
he ſhould not make any Settlement, but only trade, 
and 
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and that he ſhould leave all the People whereſoever he 
went in Peace, and Amity with the Spaniaudi, which 
is all contrary to what Francis Lopez. de Gomara aſſerts. 
Ar Things being in Readineſs, Jahn de Grijalva 
fail'd from the Port of Santiago in the Iſland of Cuba, 
on the 8th of April 1518, and put into the Port of 
Matanpas, or of Slaughter, on the North Side, fo cal- 


led, becauſe thirty Spaziards arriving there in a ſhat- 


ter'd Ship, with two Women, had been all kil- 


led except three of the Men, and the two Women, 


of whom an Account has been given before. Here 
they took in Cazabi Bread, and ſome Swine, from the 


Farms of certain Spaniards in that Neighbourhood. : 


Departing thence, in ten Days they doubled Aguani- 
guanigo, which is Cape St. Antony, where they all vo- 
luntarily cut off their Hair, thinking they ſhould have 
little leiſure to comb it. Eight Days after they had 
Sight of the Iſland of Cozumel, which was then firſt 
diſcover'd, the Ship, by reaſon of the Currents having 
fallen off from the Courſe Francis Hernandez, de Cordo- 
va had ſteer d; and encompaſſing the Iſland on the 
South Side, they ſpy'd a Town, and near to it an 
anchoring Place ckar from Rocks. They call'd the 
Town Santa Crux, or Holy Croſs, becauſe they had 
diſcover'd it on that Day. | 
John de Grijalva landed with a good Number of 
Soldiers, and no Body appearing, becauſe the Natives 
having never ſeen Ships before thoſe, when they per- 
pork 3 them under Sail, wereall fled. Whilſt ſome went 
to ſeek for the Natives, he order'd Maſs ſhould be 
faid, for he was devout, fear'd God, and liv'd order- 
ly. Two old Men being found in ſome Fields of 
Indian Wheat, and underſtanding the Language of the 
Indians, Melchor and Falian, who, as has been ſaid were 
taken in the former Expedition, Grijalva made much 
of, and giving them ſome Beads, and Looking-glaſſee, 
ſent them away to their Lord, but they never __ 
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Whilſt they waited for them, a young agreeable Woman 
came, and in the Language of Famaica ſaid, the Peo- 
ple were all fled into the Wood for fear ; but that ſhe 
being acquainted with the Ships, and the Spaniards, was 
come to them. Many that came aboard the Ships 
underſtanding her, and admiring at it, ask'd, Who 
had carry'd her to that Ifland ; ſhe anſwer'd, that a 
Canoe going out a Fiſhing from Jamaica two Years be- 
fore, with ten Men in 1t, a Storm, and the Currents 
had drove them to Cozumel, where her Husband, and 
all the reſt had been facrific'd to their Idols. Grijalva 


believing that Woman would be a truſty Meſſenger, 


ſent her to call the Natives, not confiding in 
| Melchior, or Julian, for fear they would not return. 
The Woman came again, two Days after, being the 
Time appointed her, ſaying, tho' ſhe had done all ſhe 
could to perſwade them, they would not return. Gri- 
jalua finding no good to be done there, went aboard a- 
| gain, and took along with him the Jamaica Woman, 
4 becauſe ſhe begg'd him not to leave her there. In this 
Ifland they found many Hives of good Honey, Bata- 
| tas, and Swine of that Country. having their Navel on 
the Back, which much refreſh*'d them. They ſaw 
© ſeveral Places of Worſhip, and "Temples, and particu- 
{ larly one in Form like a ſquare Tower, wide at the 
Bottom, and hollow at the Top, with four large Win- 
{ dows, and Galeries, and in the hollow Part, being the 
Chapel, were the Idols, behind which was a Sort of 
| Veſtry, where the Things belonging to the Service of 
the Temple were kept. At the Foot of it was an En- 
cloſure of Lime and Stone, with Battlements, and 
plaiſter'd, and in the Midſt of it a Croſs of white 
Lime, three Yards high, which they held to be the 
God of Rain, being very confident they never wanted 
it, when they devoutly begg'd ir of the fame. Croſ- 
ſes after the ſame Manner, and 1 were found in 
other Parts of this Iſland, and many in Jacaran, yet 
| You. A none 
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none of Laton, or Tin, as Gomara writes, but of 
Stone, and Wood. And tho' the ſame Gomara tells us, 


that trom the finding of Crofles in this Part of the 
Indies, ſome Perſons concluded, that many had fled thi- 


ther from Spain, when it was conquer'd by the Moori, 


and in another Place ſays, It could not be known, 
« how thoſe Indiaus came to have ſo much Devotion 


„ towards the Holy-Croſs, there being no Footſteps of 


« the Goſpel's having been ever preach'd at Cozumel, 
« or in any other Part of the Indies; He might eaſily 
have had this Doubt ſolv'd, becauſe he printed his Hi- 
ſtory in the Year 1553, and the Occaſion of it was 
well known in the Year 1527, when the Adelantado 
Francis de Monte jo began the Conqueſt of the Province 
of Yucatan, and was thus. In ſome of the Provinces 
that receiv'd him in peaceable Manner, and particularly 
in that of Tutulxiu, the Capital whereof is the Town 
of Mini, fourteen Leagues from the Place where the 
City of Merida now ſtands, the Spaniards were in- 
ſorm'd, that but a few Years before their Arrival, 
principal Zzaiar Prieſt, whoſe Name was Chilam Cam- 
bal, look d upon among them as a great Prophet, told 
them, That within a ſhort Time there would come 
from that Part where the Sun riſes, a white People, 
with Beards, that would raiſe up the Sign of the Crofs 
which he ſhow'd them, ſaying, their Gods would not 
be able to withſtand, but would fly before it; and that 
thoſe People would ſubdue the Country, doing no 
Harm to ſuch as ſhould peaceably ſubmit to them, and 
that they would leave * Idols, and adore one only 
God whom thoſe Men worſhipp'd. He caus'd a large 
Cotton Cloth to be wove, and told them, ſuch the Tri 
bute would be, which they were to pay to thoſe Peo- 
ple, and ordei'd the Lord of Aiui, whoſe Name ws 


 Monchanxin, to offer up that Cotton Cloth to the Idols, iſ 


that it might be preſerv d. He alſo caus'd a Stone 
Croſs to be made, and ſet it up in the Court of the 
Dn 2 ii, Web Templ; 
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Temple, that it might be ſeen, ſay ing, that was the 
true Tree of the World, and Abundance of People 
went to ſee it, as a Novelty, and from that Time paid 
a Veneration to it. This was the Reaſon why they 
ask'd Francis Hernandez de Cordova, and his Men, whe- 
ther they came from that Part where the Sunriſes; and 
when the Adelantado Montejo enter d Tucatan, and the 
Indians faw ſo much Reſpect paid to the Croſs, they 
concluded, that what their Prophet Chilam Cambal had 
told them, was true. I have thought fit to make this 
Digreſſion here, rather than put it off any longer, te 
the End, that the Reader may underſtand how Croſlet 

came to be found in Nacatan, about which ſuch various 
Reflections have been made. 

T Hr Spaniards embarking again, as has been ſaid, 
ſal'd along the Coaſt, much admiring to ſee large and 
beautiful Structures of Lime and Stone, with ſeveral 


high Towers, which at a Diſtance look d white, and 


made a good Appearance; for which Reaſon, no ſuch 
Thing having till then been ſeen in the Indies, as alſo 
on Account of what has been mention'd of the Croſ- 
ſes, Grijalva ſaid, they had found a new Spain. Eight 
Days after they arrivd at the Shore of Potonchan 8 
Town, came to an Anchor a League from Land, be- 
cauſe of the great Fall of the Ebb, and landed the Sol- 
diers with all the Boats, near ſome Houſes, where the 
ludiaus being puff d up with the Conceit of their having 
drove Francis Hernandex s Men out of the Country, 
ſtood drawn up in Arms to hinder the Spaniards from 
ding, ſhouting, and making a great Noiſe with 

their hele Trumpets, and Ketde-Drums, and tho, 


* = fome Falconets there were in the Boats put them into 


a icht, being a. Thing they had never ſeen, 
yet when the Boats drew near, they began to ſhocs 
| rheir Arrows, and caſt Stones and Darts with their 
Slings, running into the Water to wound the Spaniards 
with their Spears; bur — as they landed, _wy 
| 2 made 
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made them give Way with their Swords, for tho' A- 


bundance of Arrows flew, the 22 being taught 


by Experience, began to uſe the ſame Sort of defenſive 
Armour, ſtuff d with Cotton, as the Indians did, ſo 


that they receiv'd leſs Harm by the Arrows, and yet 


ſixty Soldiers were wounded, three kill'd, and John de 
Grijalva, the Commander in Chief, was hurt with three 


Arrows, one of which broke ſome of his Teeth, for 
he was never backward at fighting. The Boats com- 


ing up with the Soldiers that had been left aboard, the 
Indians quitted the Field; and the Spaniards went to the 
Town, dreſs'd the wounded Men, bury'd the dead, 
and found only three of the Natives, all the reſt being 
. fled, with their Goods. Grijalua us'd thoſe three 
well, gave them ſome Toys, and ſent them to call the 
Inhabitants; promiſing not to hurt any Man; but they 
never return d, nor would he ſend Aelchor, or Fulian, 
becauſe he ſuſpected they were not faithful Interpreters. 
Grijalva embark'd again, and came to a large wide 
Mouth that look'd like a River, but was not, and Au- 
tony de Alaminos ſaid it was an Iſland, and that Water par- 
ted it from another Country, for which Reaſon they 
call'd it Boca de Terminos, that is, the Mouth of the 
Boundaries, as may be ſeen in the Sea- Charts. They 
landed, ſtay*d three Days, and found there was no I- 
{land, but a Bay, and good Harbour. There were 
Places of Worſhip, with Idols of Clay, and of Wood, 
repreſenting Men, Women, and Serpents, but no 
Town could be ſeen, and it appear'd that thoſe were 
Chapels for People that went a Trading and Hunting. 
During thoſe three Days they took ſeveral Deer and 
Rabbits, with a Grey-hound Bitch they had, which 
being attentive on her Game, and the Spaniards not 
es Tony was left there. Holding on the ſame Way, 
always by Day, to avoid falling in among Flats, or 
Rocks, they ſpy'd a very large Mouth of a River, 
which upon View ſeem'd to be a good Harbour; but 
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ſounding it, perceiv'd thar the two biggeſt Ships could 
e Boats went up 


not go in, as the two ſmaller did. T 
the River very cautiouſly, becauſe they ſaw many arm d 


Indians, like thoſe of Potonchan in Canoes along the 
Tnis River, by the Natives call'd Tabaſeo, being 
the Name of the Lord of the adjacent Town, the Sa- 


niards nam'd Rio de Grijalva, or Grijalva's River, 


from their Commander in Chief, who diſcover'd it, 


and ſo it is calld to this Day. As they advanc'd 
higher, they heard the Noiſe of hewing Wood, be- 
cauſe the Inhabitants having been inform'd of what 
had hapned at. Potonchan, concluded there muſt be 
War. The Spaniards landed at a Grove of Palm- 


Trees, about half a League from the Town. The 


Indians ſeeing them Land about fifty Canoes full of 
arm'd Men, with Plumes of Feathers, and very fine, 
after their manner, mov'd, ſtopp'd again at a ſmall Di- 


ſtance from the we in a warlike Poſture, and 
when the Spaniards were ready to fire their Falconets 
upon them, they bethought themſelves firſt to order 

Aelchor and Julian to ſpeak to them. Thoſe Inter- 


preters told them, that they would not do them any 
Harm, but only treat about ſome Affairs that would 
pleaſe them. Four Canoes drew near, and being 
ſhow'd little Glaſſes, Strings of green Beads, and o- 
ther Things, thinking they had been the Stones Chal- 
chibites, much valu'd among them, they were paci- 
ba. Then Grijalva order d the Interpreters to tell 
them, that thoſe Men were Subjects of a great King, 
to whom mighty Princes paid Obedience, and it was 
reaſonable they alſo ſhould ſubmit to him; becauſe it 
would be much to their Advantage, and that whilſt 
they could explain theſe Affairs to them they ſhould 
furniſh Proviſions. The Vndians anſwer'd, that t 


would give Proviſions, but that they had a Lord of | 
theic own, and did not know why they who were | 
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juſt come ſhould offer to impoſe another Lord upon 
them ; that they ſhould take heed how they made 
War on them, as they had done at Potauchan, Goa that 
they had provided above three Aiquipiles (each Xiquipil 
being eight thouſand) of Men againſt them; that they 
knew they had kill'd, and wounded above two hun- 
dred at Potonchan, hut that they were not fo weak as 
thoſe others ; and to conclude, that they were come 
thither to kw their Will, and would go give their 
Report of what they ſaid to a Number 2 Men, 
that were aſſembled either to treat of Peace, or War. 


bes +a gave them Strings of Beads, 3 


other Things, charging them not to fail to bri 
beck an Anſwer; becauſe if they did not, he 


needs go to the Town, tho not to do any Harm. He 


then return'd to the two Ships, and Boats; the Meſ- 


ſen r mn 7 7 


the Chief Prieſts, who were wonx to 
in martial Affairs, thought that Peace was preferable 


to War. They immedately ſent thirty Indiaus loaded 


with roaſted Fiſh, Hens, ſeveral Sorts of Fruit, and 

Bread made of Hadian Wheat. Then laying ſome 

—— the Ground, they plac'd a Preſent on them, 

gra very baer Mask of Wood, and feve- 

pry of Feather Work, very beautiful, and an Au- 

dias ſaid, Their Lord 2 go the 1 ſee the 

| i im Stri of feve- 

— and Talker, Scilors and Knives, a Cap 

of red Frize, and a Pair of Buskins, with which be 
went away very well pleas d. 


- Tms Cazique of Tabaſco refoly'd to go in a C 


to ſee the Spariards, becauſe all were amaz'd to behold 
their Beards, Arms, and Cloaths, and much more at 
the Ships, gazing almoſt befide themſelves at the Rigs 
| Sails Anchors, and all the reft. The 

along with him many Men unarm'd, and without 
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who was a genteel young Man about twenty-eight 
| Years of Age, having on him at that Time a great looſe 

Coat of Crimſon Velvet, and a Cap of the ſame, with 
other rich Ornaments ſuitable to the Coat. The Ca- 
zique was receiv d with much Honour and Courteſy, 
embracing him, then fitting down, they began their 


Diſcourſe, of which both Parties underſtood very lit- 


tle, unleſs ir were by Signs, and ſome Words the twa 
Indians Falian and Melchur interpreted; but the Pur- 


port of all was believ'd to be that he rejoyc'd at his 


Coming, and would be his Friend. After ſome Time 
the Cazique order d one that went with him, to take 
out of a Petaca, which is in the Nature of a Trunk, 
the Things he had carry'd. The Indian took out 
Plates of Gold, and ſome thin Boards cover'd with 
Gold for Armour, as fit as if they had been made for 
John de Grijalva, and the Cazique himſelf put them 
on upon him, and took them off, applying thoſe that 
ſuited beſt, and in this Manner he put him on a com- 


pleat Suit of Gold Armour, as if it had been of Steel. 


He alſo preſented him with many and various Works 
in Gold, and Feathers, a Thing much valu'd among 
them, r it was wi iy —_ how beautiful Gri- 
akva then look'd, who gave the Cazique all the Signs 
2 and c that could be t book 
for he was virtuous, and well-bred. He call'd for a 
very fine Shirt, and with his own Hands put it upon 
the Cazique, took off his great Coat of Crimſon Vel- 
vet, and put that on him, as alſo a Pair of new red 
Shoes. In ſhort he cloath'd and adorn'd him the beſt 
he could, gave him ſome of the beſt Strings of Beads, 


and other Glaſs Toys, Looking-Glaſſes, Sciſſors, 


| Knives, and ſeveral Things of Tin, and fo to all that 
were with the Cazique. What the Cazique gave to 
 Grijalva was computed to be worth three thouſand Pie- 
ces of Eight, and among the Reſt there was a wooden 
Head-Piece, cover d with thin Plates of Gold; three 
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vous. In ſhort, when Baſco Nunez was buſy fitting 
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or four Masks, ſome of them cover'd with a Sort of 
Stones like Emeralds, plac'd in the Nature of oſaick 
Work, very artificially, and Plates of Gold, and others 
all over with Gold ; Breaſt-Plates, ſome all Gold, and 


Stones very curiouſly ſet in them, which made them 
look very beautifully; ſeveral Coverings for Targets 
of fine Gold, ſome all Gold, and others of the Bark 
of Trees cover'd with Gold ; fix or ſeven Collars of 
beaten Gold, faſtned on Thongs of Deer's-Skins well 
dreſs d; ſome Gold Bracelets three Fingers broad, very 
handſome, Ear-Rings, Pendants, and other little Or- 
naments for the Ears well wrought ; ſome Strings of 
Beads made of Clay cover'd with Gold, and others all 
Gold hollow; one Target cover'd with Feathers of ſe- 
veral Colours very beautiful; a Garment all of Fea- 
thers, and fine Plumes, beſides many other Things of 
wonderful curious Workmanſhip, the which alone 
would be any where very coſtly. The Cazique was 
extremely well pleas'd, and the Spaniards. to ſuch a 
Degree that many were extraordinary eager to ſettle 
in that Country, which produc'd Tokens of ſo much 
Wealth. 

Ar this Time that great Man Baſco Nunez de Balboa 
was brought to an untimely End, through the Malice 
of Peter Arias, which notwithſtanding the above-men- 
tion d ſeeming Reconciliation, broke out now more vi- 
olent, ſeeing him advance ſucceſsfully in his Deſigns 
upon the Sou: h- Sea, whereas all his own Undertakings 
and Projects had hitherto prov'd abortive, and miſchie- 


out his Ships on the South. Sea, Peter Arias by Letter 
call'd him to Darien, he came immediately, confiding 
in his Innocence and many Services, and after ſome For- 
malities of a Tryal, had his Head ſtruck off, for which 
inhuman Act Peter Arias was never call'd to any Ac- 
count, but on the contrary, having Favour at Court, 
| was 
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was continu'd in his Government. Being thus deli- 


ver'd from the Man he hated, he went away to Panama, 


and wich much Difficulty planted a Colony there, the 
Men abhorring the Place by Reaſon of its unwholſome 
Situation, being exceſſive. hot and moiſt, for which 
Reaſon during the firſt twenty-eight Years after the 


Conqueſt of Peru, above forty thouſand Men were 


computed to have dy'd there of violent Diſtempers. 
Soon after Fames de Albitez founded another Town at 
Nombre de Dios, Which was alſo famous for many Years, 
thoſe two _ the only noted Parts for the Trade be- 


| tween the North and South. Sas, and here as well as at 


Panama many thouſands of Spaniards have periſh'd by 
reaſon of the bad Air. In the Reign of King Phi- 
lip II. to avoid the ſaid Mortality, Nombre de Dios was 
quite abandon'd, and the Inhabitants remov d to Porto 


Belo, where the Trade now continues. As ſoon as the 


ſaid two Towns were founded, Order was taken for 


making a Road between them, that being the neareſt 


Place between the two Seas, tho' the Mountains are 
very uncooth, on which there were then infinite Num- 
bers of Lions, Tygers, and other wild Beaſts, and 


ſuch a Multitude of Monkeys, of ſeveral Sorts and 


Sizes, as deafned the Ears with their Cries, which run- 


: ning up the Trees, when any People paſs d by, were 


wont to throw Stones at them; but the Spaniards kept 
them in Awe with their Croſs-Bows. | 


Tno' ſomething has been ſaid already concerning the 


Provinces of Caſtilla del Oro, we ſhall here ſpeak of the 
fame more particularly. The firſt Province where the 
Spaniards began to make any Advantage, and found 
Entertainment and Friendſhip, was that of Carera, thir- 
ty Leagues from Darien, and five from that of Acla. 
Two Brothers reign d in theſe Provinces, and had tedi- 
ous Wars between themſelves, through the Deſire of 


Rule, the one ſtriving to diſpoſſeſs the other. They 


fought a Battle on che ſame Spot of Ground where 
Vor. II. * A 
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Acla was built, that Name ſignifying Men's Bones, 
abundance whereof were found when the Spani 
came thither, who met with no Oppoſition, becauſe 
that Fight had been but a few Years before, and many 
Men were killd in it. Theſe People were more civi- 
liz'd than thoſe of Santa Marta, or any other along that 
Coaft; The Women were well clad, from the Breaſts 
downwards; with wrought Cotton Cloths, which co- 
ver'd the Breaſts, Arms, and Feet. The Men went 
naked, covering their Privities with Shells that Coaſt 
afforded, of ſeveral Colours, which they carry'd to ex- 
change in other Parts, and ty'd about their Bodies, 
with a Sort of Twiſts, lying in them at Night, and 
wearing them in the Day without any Trouble, but 
they did not put their Genitals into them. They 
had handfome Beds made of Cotton. The Country 
is mountainous, like Darien, tho more healthy, and 
Gold Mines were found in ſeveral Parts of it. 

THe next Province to the Weſtward of Ala, is Co- 
magre, where the open Country begins, and from thence 
forward it was well peopled, tho the Caziques were 
mean Lords, their Power not extending above two 
Leagues, and the Spaniards call'd all that Country as far 
as the Province of Peruquete, Cueba; and another Pro- 
vince near it they call d la, Behetrias, that is, the free 
Country, becaufe there was no Lord in it. They all | 
ſpoke the ſame Language, being clad after the Manner | 

of Ala, Next to the Province of 'Beherrias, otherwiſe 
call'd Purnlata, follow'd thoſe of Chum and Coba, 
being about forty Leagues, and differ nothing from the 
Language of Cueba only in its being more courtly, 
and the People more conceited; but they did not wear 
the Shells above- mention d, the Men being ſtark naked, 
and the Women like thoſe of 4cla and Cueba. In this 
Province was the Territory of Pocoroſa, where the 
Town of Santa Cruz was built, and afterwards deſtroy*d, 
all the Spaniards being kill'd but five, who carry'd the 
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News to Darien, and the iſþ Woman the Lord took 
to himſelf, and was very fond of her, whom the others 


| murder d out of Envy, ſome Years after, pretending 


that when ſhe went to waſh herſelf in the River, ſhe 
was deyour'd by an Alligator. There were no great 
Towns in theſe Provinces, only every prime Man had 
three or four Houſes together, with his own People, 


each of them upon the Land were they ſow'd. The 


Lords were always at War, about the Lands, Fiſheries, 
and Borders. It was the Cuſtom of this Province, 
that when one had kill'd an Enemy, or been himſelf 
wounded in Battle, the Lord gave hjm a Houſe and 


| Servants, and for an honourable Title call'd him Cabra. 


Juſtice was obſerv*d, according to the Law of Nature, 


without any Ceremony, or Religious Worſhip. The 


Lords decided all Controverſies, and had no Officers 
but ſuch as were employ'd to arreſt, or ſummon. The 


Parties appear d, were heard, and taking it for granted, 


that they ſpoke Truth, for he that ly d dy d for it, the 
Lord decided the Controverſy, which put an End to 
it, without any farther Strife. 

THz Tribute paid ro theſe Lords was Perſonal Ser- 


| vice, in Building their Houſes, and tilling their Lands, 


: and as a Favour they gave the Workmen Meat and 


Drink, and thus the Lords took nothing from their 


Subjects, and wanted nothing, but were ſerv'd, belo7'd, 


— 


and fear d. The Gold they had came by Way of 
Harter, and they order'd their Subjects to take it out of 
the Mines. They had certain Rules for inflicting 
Death upon Thieves, Murderers, and Adulterers. There 
were no other Wrongs practis'd among them. When 
the prime Men marry d, on the Wedding-Day all the 
'} Wite's Kindred met, and there was a great Entertain» 
ment; they deliver d her to the Husband, and her 
Children inherited the Lordſhip; for the other Women 
they had, were not taken with this Ceremony, nor was 
be bwful Wife, on joy Account to be jealous of, or 
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miſyſe 


* 
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miſuſe them; but ſhe commanded, and they were tq 
ſerve and obey her, and they watch'd one another, un- 


der Pain of Death, and tho' their Sons were look d up- 


on as Baſtards, they were maintain'd by thoſe that 
were lawfully begotten, and inherited the Lordſhip. 


Sodomy was abhorr'd, for they very much deſpis d 


any one that was guilty of it. There was a Sort of 
Men among them, whom in their Language they call'd 
' Maſters, each of theſe had a very little Cottage, with- 
out a Door, and open at the Top. The Maſter 
went into it at Night, pretended to talk with rhe De- 
vil, forming ſeveral Voices, and then told the Lord 
what the Devil had diſcover'd, and anſwer'd to him. 
In theſe Provinces there were Witches, that did Harm 


to Children, and even to great People, at the Inſtiga- 


tion of the Devil, who gave them Ointments made 
of certain Herbs, with which they daub'd themſelves. 
He appear d to them in the Shape of a beautiful Male- 
Child, to the End that thoſe ſimple People might be- 
lieve him, without being frighted. ' They never faw 
his Hands, on his Feet he had three Claws, like a 
Griffon, and he atrended the Witches, when the 

went to do any Harm. The Adelantado Paſcual 4 
Andagoya affirm'd he had made Proof, that a Witch 
was one Night in a Town with other Women, and 
that at the fame Time ſhe was ſeen a League and a 


half from thence at a Farm, where there were ſome « 


People belonging to her Lord. 4 
TE x faid, that when the Univerſal Deluge hap- 
ned, one Man eſcap'd in a Canoe, with his Wife and 
Children, and that from them the World had been 
peopled; as alſo that there was one Lord in Heaven, 
who ſent the Rain, and caus'd all the Celeſtial Mo- 
tions. That there was likewiſe a very beautiful Wo- 
man in Heaven, with a Child; but they went no far- 
ther, nor did they know any thing of their own O- 
riginal, ſo barbarous were they in all Reſpects. T = 
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calfd the lawful Wives of their Lords Eſpobe, which 
is ſomething like Counteſs, or Marchioneſs. When 


the Lord dy d, thoſe Concubines that thought they 


lov'd him beſt, bury'd themſelves alive with him, or 


conſented to be killed ; but many refus'd it; however, 


if he appointed them to dye with him, it muſt be fo, 
whether they would or no. The dead Bodies had 
their beſt Armour put on, and being wrapp'd up in 
Cloths, were kept ſome Days, then the Heir, and o- 
ther prime Perſons hung them with ſtrong Ropes be- 


fore the Fire, where they were parch'd up, and the 


Greaſe that dropp'd from them was preſerv'd in pro- 
per Veſſels. * Whilſt this was doing, twelve of the 
prime Men fate aboyt the Body, their Heads and Bo- 
dies cover'd with black Mantles, and every now and 
then beat a dull ſounding Drum, which made a la- 
mentable Noiſe, and when the beating was over, there 
began a Song in the Nature of a Reſponſe, and the o- 
thers anſwer'd, which held a long Time. At two of 
the Clock in the Morning, all the Houſe watching, 
they gave a great Shriek, and then fell again into their 


uſual Silence. Some ſhort Time after the Mourners, 


and Drummer beat again like the toling of a Bell, and 


all the other Folks in the Houſe drank, and rejoyc'd, 


except the twelve who never ſtirr'd from the dead Bo- 
dy either by Day or Night; and if any one of them 


went out upon ſome neceſſary Occaſion, his Head, 
Face, and whole Body were cover d. Paſcual de An- 


dagaya was at one of theſe Burials, being that of the 
Lord of Pocoroſa, in the Province of Cueba, and ask'd 
what was the meaning of thoſe that were like Reſpon- 


ſes, and was told, that they ſung the Hiſtory of that 
Lord's Actions. They kept the Anniverſary, carry- 


ing before the Body the ſort of Meat he us d to eat, 
the Arms he was wont to fight with, and the Figure 
of a Canoe, in Token that he had gone in them. They 
car d the Body to the Market Place, where or 
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burnt it, believing that the Smoke went to the Place 
where the dead Man's Soul was ; and being ask d, where 
they thought it was, they ſaid in Heaven. None but 
great Men kept theſe Anniverſaries, becauſe there was 
a great Expence in eating, and drinking. Religious 
Worſhip they had none, but look d upon Theft, Mur- 
der, and Adultery as Sins, and hated lying. Theſe 
People were Warlike, fighting with Darts, and great 
wooden Swords; and when they had no Wars, they 
very much follow d hunting of Deer, and thoſe S wine 
that have their Navel on the Back. The Lords had 
their Parks, where they went a Hunting in Summer; 
they ſet Fire to the Windward, and the Graſs being 
very high, the Game blinded with the Smoke, ran to 
the Places where the Indians ſtood, who with their Darts 
k1ll'd the Deer, Swine, and other Beaſts. They alſo 
had their Game of killing Pheaſants, Turkeys, and Tur- 
tles; and becauſe theLyonsand T ygers did much Harm, 
they kept their Houſes enclos'd, and ſhut. There 
were great Fiſheries of good Fiſh in the Rivers, in 
which are thoſe fierce Creatures that we call Alligators, 
and though very unweildy on Land, one of them has 
been known to defend himſe.f againſt thirty Men, and 
to get into the Water before they could kill him, by 
reaſon of the Hardneſs of his Scales, and though it 
receive half a dozen Musket Balls on the Body, it does 
not dye, but any Blow on the Temples preſently kills 
it, a Secret the Spaniards knew not in a long Time. 
The Trees keep their Leaves all the Year, with little 
Fruit, which is the Suſtenance of three, or four Sorts 
of Cats. There are alſo ſome of thoſe Creatures that 

et into the Houſes in the Nog, to eat the Poultry, 

aving a Pouch on one Side of the Body, into Which 
they put their Voung, carrying them always about 
whilſt they are little, and though they run, or leap, 
they cannot fall, nor be ſeen. | 
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"= Wren che Colony at Panama was ſettled, the Licen- 
iate Eſpinoſa going out upon Diſcovery, came into 
be Province of Burica, on the Coaſt of Nicaragua, 
ind return d from thence by Land to the Province of 
l, in which and in the Ifland of Burica, the Peo- 
ee had the Game fort of Apparel, and were almoſt a- 
Ie in Cuſtoms. The Women wore a ſort of Apron 
cover them. The Men always went naked; they 
ecch'd their Country Swine, which were very nu- 
erous, in large ſtrong Nets, made of a fort of Herb 
bey call'd Neuen, the Maſhes of them being as thick 
2 Finger. They fer them up at the Paſſages out 
f the Woods, and then drove the Herds of Swine 
i they fell into the Net, and when they had thruſt 
Jn their Heads, the Body not being able to paſs, the 
Net fell upon them, and they kill d them with their 
Peers, ſo that not one eſcap d. In the Way from 
is Province to Panana, they came out of this into 
other that was Mountainous, call'd Tobre, and Trota, 
Where there were great Woods of Oaks, bearing large 
corns. Four Lords, who ſpoke ſeveral Languages 
Wien d there, having their Towns fenc'd with Ditches, 
d Palifades, interwoven with prickly Thiſtles, making 
very firong Encloſure. | From thence the Way led 
Wo the Province of Nata, where the Spauiſo Town 
W235 afterwards built, which was call'd Santiago, thirty 
Wcagues from Panama. This Lord was always at War 
ich another, whoſe Name was Eſcoria, eight Leagues 
em Nara, where the firſt Time they ſaw the Spaxs 
, they thought them to be Men dropp'd 
om Heaven, and never darſt engage them till they 
ew them to be Mortal. In Eforia's Lands there 
Pere great Salt-pits, where the Salt was made of the 
BP 2ter that comes from the Sea with the ſpring Tides, 
d hardens with the Sun. Eight Leagues further to- 
ids Panama was another Cazique, call'd Chiru, of 
other Language; and ſeven Leagues farther _ 
| | towar 
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towards Panama was the Lord of Chame, being the end 
of the Language of Coyba; and the Province of Paris 
was twelve Leagues from Nata, Welt. | 


THE Lord of Paris's Name was Curatura, a Man 


brave in War, and had ſubdu'd the Provinces of Que- 
ma, Chica, Cotra, Sagana and Guarare. He was always 
at War with the People of Eſcoria, and rhey ek 
eight Days ſucceſſively, without forbearing any one 
of thoſe Days. In Eſcoria there was a Race of Men 
of a larger Size than the reſt, who valu'd themſelves 
upon being Gentlemen, and daring ; their Breaſts and 
Arms were wrought, and very few of them ſur- 
viv 'd the Battle of Paris. Paſqual de Andagoya affirm- 
ed, he had ſeen ſome of them ſo large, that the other 
Men look'd like Dwarfs to' them, and that they had 
good Faces, and were well ſhap'd, who told, that be- 
ing at that great Fight in the Country of Paris, freſh 
Men till coming in, the Action had been the more ea- 
fily ſupported; and that when all their Weapons were 
. ſpent, they came to engage Hand to Hand, biting one 
another; but that the ſame want of Weapons parted 
them, and that ſo many dy'd by the Way, in their 
return to Eſcoria, that they dug Pits to throw them 
into. The Spaniards at the Place where the Battle was 
fought, ſaw a Way pav'd with dead Mens Sculls, and 
at the End of it a Tower of Sculls, ſo high that a Man 
a Horſeback could not be ſeen on the other Side of it. 
The People of Eſcoria and Nata ſpoke different Lan- 
guages, and made uſe of Interpreters. In the Land 
of Eſcoria, there are abundance of Red and Fallow 
Deer. The Indians that follow'd the Wars did not 
uſe to ear Fleſh, but Fiſh, and only the labouring 
People fed on it. They were cloath'd as in Coyba, 
only thoſe of Paris had gayer Colours in their Cloaths. 
They knew no more of God than the others above 
ſpoken of, and their Eatables were the fame. 
Two 


a — 
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Two Vears before the Spaniards came into the Pro- 


vince of Paris, a great Army had been there, which 


came from about Nicaragua, being a fierce, and war- 
like People, for which Reaſon all thoſe Provinces re- 
ceiv'd them in peaceable Manner, giving them what- 
ſoever they would have. They were Man-eaters, which 
ſtruck a great Terror into all Parts where they came. 
They encamp'd- in a Province bordering on that of 
Paris, called Tiabraba, in a Plain, whence they carry'd 
them, from all the Towns round about, Boys to eat, 
and ſuch other Proviſions as they demanded. - A vi- 
olent Diſtemper of the Flux fell among them, by which 
they were obliged to break up their Camp, and re- 
turn to the Sea Coaſt, the ſame way they came. Cu- 


zatura, the Lord of Paris, finding they were fick, and 


kept no Guard, fell upon them one Morning ar Break 


| of Day, kill'd every Man, and took all the Booty, 


among which was a conſiderable quantity of Gold. 
ABOUT this Time Ferdinand de Magelhaens, by us 
commonly call'd Magellan, famous for diſcovering the 


| Streight of his Name, being by Birth a Portupneze, 


but ill us d at Home, came into Spain, and offer d his 
Service to the young King, which is now taken No- 
tice of, becauſe, we ſhall have much occaſion to ſpeak 
of him hereafter. - The Feronimite Friars, who as was 
ſaid before had been ſent to govern the Indians, were 
now alfo recall'd, their Behaviour being too upright 
for thoſe covetous People. 


I The Eud of the Firſt Book, 
Vor. II. T's TH E 
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The Dominican and Franciſcan Friars found 
Monaſteries on the Pearl Coaft ; Orders 
for good Uſage of the Indians; Diſcove- 
ries on the Coaſt of New CR Cortes 
appointed to command a Fleet for that 
Country; his firſt eAftions: 


* Ir chis Time the King's ies arriving in 
0 | "1 


Hiſpaniola for furniſhing the Dominican and 
Franciſcan Friars with all Neceſſaries, ſeveral 
of them went over to the Pearl Coaſt, where 


IL — ſuch Houſes. as their Circumſtatices would 
afford, and FI" 'd themſelves in Preachin wo and 
ructing 
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inſtructing the Indians in the Faith; having offer'd ſo 
to do, that the Indians might be protected againſt ſuch 
Spaniards as us d to reſort to thoſe Parts. And, in regard, 
t as was ſaid before, ſome had brought away a Cazi- 
que and his Family from thence, and ſold them as 
Slaves, the Feronimite Friars were charg d to cauſe ſtrict 
Search to be made for them, that they might be rerurn'd 
to their own Country. In the mean Time ſeveral Per- 
ſons in Hiſpaniola, who, for their own Intereſt were for 
enſlaving the Izdians, ſent their Deputies into Spain, 
rorepreſent thoſe poor People, as if they had been irrati- 
onal Creatures, however, the King directed the Licen- 
ciate Roderick de Figueroa to draw the Indians into Towns 
of their own, where they ſhould live at Liberty, only 
paying a certain Tribute, and attending the Divine 
{ Service, and the Inſtructions of the Prieſts and Religi- 


85 ous Men appointed for that Service. Many more Di- 
| rections were given him for the Eaſe of thoſe People, 
4 and for the Encouragement of ſuch as treated them 


_ and took care of the Improvement of the I- 
LeT us now come again to John de Grijalva at Tu» 
can. He having receiv'd the great Preſent before 
ſpoken of at Tabaſco, and being ſenſible that the Indians 
were not willing that their Gueſts ſhould ſtay roo long, 
and in regard that ſome of the Spaniards asking for more 
Gold, the Indians anſwer'd Culua, Culua, he proceed» 
ed farther, and in two Days came to a Town, call'd 
Arnalunco, which the Spaniards nam'd la Rambla, the 
Inhabitants whereof mov'd along the Shore, bravin 
them, their Targets being of Tortoiſe-Shells, which 
glitter d very much in the Sun, and made ſome of the 
Spaniards fancy that they were of pale Gold. Farther 
-veril | 22 they diſcover'd a Bay, into which the River Tonala 
falls, where they enter'd at their Return, and call'd it 
would IN St.- Aatam's River. At a Diſtance again they ſaw the 
„ and Nat River Guazacoglco, but could not go up it, bee 
ucting | Ty - cauſe 
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cauſe of the foul Weather. Next they had a Sight 


of the ſnowy Iflands of Nea. Spain, and St. Martin, 
which Name was given them, becauſe the firſt Soldier s 
Name that deſciy'd them was St. Martin. Holding on 
their Courſe, Captain Peter de Alvarado went a-head 
with his Ship, and enter'd a River the Indians call Pa- 
paloava, but the Spaniards gave it the Name of Alvara- 
do's River, where the Indians of the Town of Tavotul- 
pale gave Fiſh, and the other Ships ſtay'd rill he came 
out again. He having gone in without Leave, John de 
Grijalva was angry, and commanded him for the future 
not to quit the Company of the other Ships, becauſe 
he might get into ſome Place where he could not be 
reliev d. They thenadvanc'd to the Mouth of another 
River, which they call'd de Banderas, or of Colours, 
becauſe many Indians appear d on it having large white 
Cloths on long Poles like Colours, which they wav d 
for the Spaniards to come to them. 

KING Motexuma being ſo great a Prince, had imme- 


diately Notice of what had hapned to Francis Hernandez Þ 


de Cordova, at Cotoche and Potonchan, and that Grijalua 
was upon that Coaſt, all which was ſent to him painted 
on Cotton Cloths, and for as much as theſe Things 
were quite new, and never before heard of in thoſe 
Parts; being agreeable to what their Prophecies had 
foretold, of which more ſhall be ſaid in the proper 
Place, and being inſorm'd, that the Spaniards chiefly 
ſought after Gold, in Exchange for Commodities 
{ome of which had alſo been ſhow'd to him, he order'd 
his Governours to barter with them, and to endeavour 
to learn what it was they aim'd at and ſought after, 
The Spaniards, as was faid above, ſeeing themſelves in- 
vited by the Signals of the Colours, Grijalva order d 
two Boats to go aſhore, and in them Captain Francis at 
Monte jo, with all the Musketeers and Croſs-BowW-Men, 
beſides twenty other Soldiers, with Directions, that in 
caſe thoſe Indians appear d in a warlike Poſture he ſhould 
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immediately give Notice of it, that Supplies might be 


ſent him. As ſoon as he came to Land, they by 


Signs offer'd him Fowls, Bread, and Fruit, the Aadian 


Julian not underſtanding that Langnage, which was 
the Mexican, and they perfum'd the Sparjards, burn- 
ing Copal in little Fire-Pans. Montejo ſent Advice here- 
of to Grijalva, who thereupon came up cloſer with the 
Ships, and landed, when one of the King of Mexico's 
Governours, and the other great Men, paid him much 
Reſpect, after their Manner, he having given them 
ſome Glaſs Beads, and Necklaces of ſeveral Colours. The 
Governour order'd the Indians to bring Gold to barter, 
and in ſix Days they ſtay'd there, they got the Value 
of fifteen thouſand Pieces of Eight in Gold Trinkets of 
ſeveral Shapes. This is what Gomara ſays, that in the 
River of Tabaſco they gave John de Grijalva much 
Gold, whereas it is certain that there is no Gold in the 
River, or all the Neighbourhood of Tabaſco, and that 
what the Indians had was brought from abroad, by Or- 
der of their Superiors. | 

John de Grijalva having contented the Caziques with. 
ſeveral Preſents of ſuch Things as he had, and taken 
Poſſeſſion of the new Country for the King, and 
James Velaſquez, in his Majeſty's Name, embark d 
again, becauſe the North Wind blew there upon the 
Land, and he was not ſafe. Finding an Iſland near 
the Continent, he call'd it Ia blanca, or White Iſland, 
becauſe the Sand was whitiſh ; and not very far from 
thence another appear'd four Leagues from the Coaſt, 
which by Reaſon of its being well wooded, they call'd 
la Verde, or the Green. Farther on they ſpy'd ano- 
ther, a League and a Half from Land, and there being 
a good anchoring Place oppoſite to it, Grijalva order'd 
the Ships to apchor there. He went to the Iſland 
with the Boats, becauſe there were Smoaks, and found 
two Houſes well built, with Lime and Stone, having 
many Steps that led up to Altars, on which there _ 
W JJ 
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Idols, and they perceiv'd, that five Men had been ſa- 
crific'd there that Night, their Breaſts being ripp d 


open, their Legs and Thighs cut off, and the Walls 


all bloody, which much aſtoniſh'd the Chriſtians, and 
therefore they nam'd this the Iſland of Sacrifices. They 
landed again oppoſite to the Iſland, where they made 
themſelves Huts of Boughs, and the Sails of the 
Ships, whether ſome reſorted to barter Gold in ſmall 
Figures; but the Gold being inconſiderable, and 
the Judiaus fearful, the Spaniards remov'd oppoſite to 
another little Iſland, about half a League from the Main, 
They landed on a Strand, built Barracks on the higheſt 
Part of thoſe Sands, to avoid the Plague of the Moſ- 


quitos, or Gnats, and having ſounded the Harbour, 


found there was ſufficient Water, and that the litrle 
Iſland ſhelter'd them from the North Wind. Grijalva 
went over to the Iſland with thirty Soldiers in two 
Boats, where he found a Temple, with Idols, and four 
Men who wore very long black Mantles with Hoods 
to them, like Canons, being the Priefts of that Tem- 
ple, and that very Day had facrific'd two Boys, whom 
they found ripp'd open, and their Hearts taken out, 
a Piece of Cruelty which mov'd the Spaniards to Com- 
paſhon. Grijalva ask'd an Indian he had carry'd from 
the River de Banderas, who ſeem'd a good rational Man, 
what that was for, who anſwer' d, that the People of 
Ulva would have it fo, as they underſtood, but he in 
Reality ſaid, thoſe of Culva. The Name of the 
Spaniſh Commander in Chief being John, and the Time 
of the Year about the Feaſt of St. John Baptiſt, he gave 
that Name to the Iſland, and accordingly it has always 
been calld;Sr. John de Ulva, to diſtinguiſh it from St. 


Jon de Puerto Rico. 


Grijalva ſtay'd there ſeven Days bartering for ſome 


| ſmall Quantity of Gold, the Men being quite tir d 


with the Importunity of the Gnats, having certain 
Knowledge that the Land they had been on was the 
e Lontinept. 


85 


. 
. 
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Velaſqueæ, in the Ship St. Sebaſtian, and to take with 
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Continent, and that there were great Towns on it; 
confirming the Name given it of New Spain; the Ca- 


 2abi Bread they had aboard the Ships growing mouldy 


and bitter, and the Men he had being too few to ſet- 
tk a Colony, becauſe ten had dy'd of their Wounds, 
and others were Sick, it was thought fit ro give an 
Account of all Things to the Governour Janes Ye- 
laſquex, ſince he had order'd not to make any Settle- 
ment, that he might ſend a greater Number, if he 
then thought it fit to be done; for John de Grijalua 
notwithſtanding all the aforeſaid Reaſons to the con- 
trary, was always of the Opinion to build a Town 


7 though Gomara, being miſinform'd of what hapned 


this vos aſſerts the c Peter de Alvarado 
e Choice of to carry this Meſſage to Fames 


him all the Gold, and other Things that had been 
traded for, and all the Sick. Janes Velaſqueæ after 
the Departure of Grijalva from Cuba had been in much 
Care for his Ships, as failing on unknown Seas, and 
near new Lands, and therefore ſent Chriſtopher de Olid, 


2 Commander of Note, in a Ship with ſeven Soldiers, 


to get Intelligence. He being at Anchor, on the 
Coaſt of Tucatan, there aroſe ſuch a Storm as oblig'd 
him to cut his Cables, and run back to Samiago in 
Cuba, whence he had ſet out, and at the ſame time ar- 
rivd Peter de Alvarado, with the Gold, Cotton 
Cloths, and a Relation of what had been done, and 
diſcover'd, which was agreeable to Fames Velaſquez, 
who conceiy'd great Hopes of that Enterprize, and the 
Fame was Biel abroad to the great Aſtoniſhmenr of 
all Men. Felaſquez, as the Biſhop of Chiapa, who 
was very familiar with him, informs us, being a ſe- 
vere Man to thoſe that ſerv d him, and eaſily pro- 
vok'd againſt ſuch as were ill repreſemed to him, be- 
ing over credulous, and Peter de Alvarado having been 
one of thoſe that were for ſettling a Colony, and re- 
8 , preſenting 
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preſenting the Affair to him, as he thought fit, let 


fall very paſſionate Expreſſions againſt Grijalva, not 


remembring the Inſtructions he had given him, and 
that he ought to treat that Man civilly, who was 
himſelf extraordinary modeſt, and had been very obe- 
dient to him; and hereupon he reſolv'd to fit out 
another Fleet, and appoint another Commander before 
he arriv'd. At length after having ſeriouſly confider'd 
it, he pitch d upon the Man that gave him cauſe to 
repent, and made his Life uneaſy. 5 


Wren Perer de Alvarado was gone for Cuba, Gri- 
jalva by the Advice of the Captains, and Pilots, con- 
tinu'd his 1 and coaſting along, had Sight 


of the Mountains of, Tuſtla, ſo call'd from the Town 
near by them, and others higher than they, for the 


ſame Reaſon call'd Tisſpa. Farther on, in the Province 
of Pauuco, they ſaw Towns, and a River which they 
call'd De Cancas. As they lay at Anchor in the 
Mouth of it, the Spaniards not being upon their Guard, 


ten Canoes full of arm'd Men appear'd, the which 
drawing near to the leaſt Ship, commanded by Alonſo 
de Avila, pour'd in a Flight of Arrows, which wound- 
ed fave Soldiers, laid hold of the Cables, and cut one, 
intending to carry off the Ship, and though the Men 
in it-behav'd themſelves well, and overſet two of the 
Canoes, yet they ſtood in need of the Aſſi ſtance of 
the Fire Arms and Croſs-Bows from the other Ships, 
for moſt of the Indians being wounded by them, de- 
ſiſted from their Enterprize, and went off. The Spa- 
niards ſaild away along the Coaſt, till they came to a 
very large r or Point of Land, which being very 
difficult to double, and the Currents extraordinary 
ſtrong, the Pilot Alaminos gave Grijalva many Reaſons, 
to ſhow that it was not convenient to proceed any 
farther that way. The Captains, Pilots, and prime 
Men. conſulted together, what ſhould be done. Thoſe 
that had been before for ſettling a Colony, were for 
Zabel ” rurning 
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turning back to find a proper Place for it ; and as Ber- 
nal Diaz del Caſtillo, a Soldier of Note, who was alſo 


preſent, affirms, Fohn de Grijalva was of the ſame Opi- 


nion, and for Building a Town. The Captains Fran- 
cis de Monte jo, and Alonſo. de Avila, who differ d in 
Judgment, alledg'd that Winter was drawing on, and 
Proviſions grew ſcarce, for which Reaſon, and be- 
cauſe one ot the Ships was leaky, it was proper to re- 
turn to Cuba; beſides that they were not able to main- 
tain their Ground, becauſe the Natives were very nu- 
merous and warlike, and the Spaniards much fatigu'd 
with being ſo long at Sea. John de Grijalva conſidering 
that his Inſtructions were poſitive not to ſettle, as the 
Biſhop of Chiapa affirms, and that his Commanders op- 
pos d it, urging ſufficient Reaſons, thought fit to com- 
ply, and ſtanding about, they arriv'd at the great River 
of Guaxacoalco, but could not enter it, the Weather 
not favouring. They proceeded to that of Tonala, 
which they call'd of St. Antony, where they careen'd 


the leaky Ship. In the mean time, many Indians came 


from the Town of Tonala, which was a League off, 


with Hens, Bread, and other Eatables; which they 


readily parted with, being requited with Spaniſh Toys; 
and the News being ſpread abroad, others came from 


Guaxacoalco, and the reſt of the neighbouring Towns, 


bringing Proviſions, ſome ſmall Gold Plates, and Cope 
per Axes, very bright, with the Helves of them paint- 
ed. The 'Spaniards. thinking thoſe Axes had been of 
pale Gold, purchas'd ſix hundred of them, and the 
Indians would have willingly parted with many more. 
A Soldier, whoſe Name was Bartholomew Pardo, went 
into a Temple, that ſtood in the Fields, whence he 


took that Perfume, which the Indians call Copal, and has 
been before ſaid to be the ſame which we call Gum 


Anime ; he alſo took the Knives made of Flints, with 
which they facrific'd Men, ripping open their Breaſts, 


and ſome Idols, all which he deliver'd to the Com- 
nne A mander 
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mander in Chief, having firſt taken off from them 
ſome Ear-Rings, Pendants, Plates, and Crowns of 
Gold, worth about ninety Pieces of Eight; but not 
being able to conceal his Joy for this Booty, Grijalva 
had Notice of it, who order'd all to be taken from 
him, yet being of a generous Temper, left them to 
him, only upon paying the fifth to the King. Bernal 
Diaz del Caſtillo tells us, that to avoid the Plague of the 
Moſquitos, or Gnats, he went to certain Places of 
Worſhip, and that the Report having run at their Com- 
ing from Cuba, that they were to ſettle, he among 
other Things took with him ſome Orange Seeds, which 
he ſow'd in- that Place, and they grew up, and ſome 
Years after there were very good Orange Trees, being 
the firſt that ever grew in New Spain. The Ship being 
refitted, in forty- five Days they arriv*d at Cuba, with 
four thouſand Pieces of Eight in Gold, beſides what 
Alvarado had carry d, and the Copper Axes; which 
when taken out to pay the fifth, thinking them to have 
been Gold, they found ruſty, to the Confuſion of 
the Purchaſers. They put into the Port of Matancas, 
where they found a Letter from the Governour, or- 
dering Grijalva to make Haſte to the Port of Santiago, 
and to tell the Men, that another Fleet was fitting out 
to return thither to make a Settlement, and that thoſe 
who intended to go back ſhould take up in ſome Farms 


he had thereabouts. Grijalva made haſte to Santiago, 


where the ſaid Fleet was making ready, and when he 
appear d before James Velaſquex, had no thanks for the 
Trouble he had been at, but was reprov'd for not ha- 
ving ſettled, tho' it was purſuant to his own Inſtru- 
—_— ll 

© Fames Velaſquez, being fully inform'd of all that had 


been found upon Grijalvas Diſcovery, had fitted out 


ten Ships, and that his Expedition might be the better 
grounded, he ſent John de Salcedo to the Feronimite Fri- 
ars in Hiſpamolas for their Leave, and his Chaplain 


— 
— 
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Benedict Martin into Spain, with Samples of the Gold, 
and other Things, for the King to grant him his Au- 
thority, and ſome Title, in Conſideration of his many 
Services. He expended twenty thouſand Ducats on 
his Fleet, and would have conferr'd the Command of it 
on Baltaſar Bermudex, who being a haughry Man, pro- 
pos'd fuch unreaſonable Terms, that Yelaſquez ſent him 
away with ſome hard Words. Then conſidering on 
whom to. beſtow that Command, he remain d ſome 
Time irreſolute, but at length Amador de Lares, who 
tho' he could neither write nor read, was the King's 
Controller in the Iſland, and ſupply d that Defect by 
his wonderful Sagacity and Cunning, perſwaded him 
to give the Command to Ferdinand Cortes. He being 
of a lofty Mind, and at the ſame Time of a pleaſant 
Diſpoſition, beſides that he was then Alcalde, found 
Means to ingratiate himſelf with the Men that were 

drawing together, both for the Land, and Sea Service, be- 

ing all Volunteers, as flattering themſelves with the 

Hopes of much Wealth. Cortes being then worth two 

thouſand Pieces of Eight, made his Money fly, and 
5 diſpos' d his Affairs for ſo great an Enterprize. I have 
| thought fit in this Place to take Notice, that Francis 
: "Lopez, de Gomara, who enter'd himſelf Chaplain to C. 
| tes the laſt Time that he came into Spain, does not give 


8 an Account of what hapned in Relation to this Affair 
„ Vith ſuch Impartiality as he ought. But before we 
e proceed any farther in this Affair, it will be fit to leave 
E Cortes preparing for his Enterprize, to take Notice of 
* what hapned in the mean time. e 


* 
* 
8 


Tux Fame of the Diſcovery and Wealth of Tuca- 
tan being ſpread abroad, Francis de Garay, who govern'd 
the Iſland of Jamaica, ſent James de Camargo to make 
Diſcoveries, with one or two Ships, and he found the 
Province of Pauuco, from whence Grijalva had return d, 
to within one hundred Leagues of Florida, and aſſunt- 
ing this Diſcovery rn ſent into Spain to 1 
n 8 of 
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of the King to grant him that Government, offering 
to conquer and plant Colonies there at his own Coſt. 
He deſir'd the Title of Adelantado, and a certain Ex- 


tent of Land, with full Juriſdiction, beſides other Pri- 


vileges, and the following Year 1519, the Grant was 
accordingly paſs'd for him at Barcelona 
James Velaſquez, not ſatisfy'd with the Chaplain he 
had ſent, as has been told into Spain, to ſollicite his 
Buſineſs, now diſpatch'd Gonzalo de Guzman, after 
him, who met with all the Succeſs he could wiſh at 
the Court, the Biſhop of Burgos being again Preſi- 
dent of the Council of the Indies, who, as ſome 
thought had a Deſign to marry his Niece to James 
Velaſquez, By his Favour he obtain'd all he could 
demand, and particularly Licence to make Diſcoveries 
and Conqueſts, with the Title of Adelantado during 
his Life, the reſt of the Privileges and Immuniries do 
not make for our Purpoſe. At this ſame time Cortes 
was making the neceſſary Preparations for his Voyage, 
and it is to be obſerv'd, that there paſs'd only five Days, 
from the 13th of November to the 18th of the ſame 
Month, between his being pur into Poſſeſſion of the 
Command, and his falling off from James Velaſquez. 
But as this was the Introduction to one of the greateſt 
Actions that ever was perform'd, it is fit that we be ve- 
ry particular in it. Ferdinand Cortes being appointed 
Commander in Chief, and preſſing to be diſpatch'd, 
Janes Velaſquez, attended by him, and almoſt all the 
Town went every Day to the Harbour, which was 
near by, to ſee the Ships, and furniſh them. One 
Day there went before them a Jeſter, -whoſe Name 
was ” or Franky, that was kept by James 


Pelaſquez, and on a ſudden turning to him, ſaid, Tale 


heed what- you do, leſs we be forc d to go a hunting after 
Cortes. Felaſquez laugh'd heartily, and ſaid to Cortes, 
who walk d by his Side, as being Alcalde, Compere, 
for ſo he always call'd him, Mind what that Eren 
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Franky ſays. Cortes, tho he had heard it, pretending | 
that he had not, anſwer'd, hat, Sir? Velaſquex re- 
peated what the Buffoon had ſaid, and Cortes reply d, 
Do not regard him, Sir, for he is a mad Knave, and threat- 
ned the Fellow what he would do to him. All that 
were preſent laugh'd at what the Jeſter had ſaid, but it 
ſtuck by the Friends and Relations of James Velaſquex, 
who had not reflected on it before, and now ſeriouf] 
ask'd him, how he could be guilty of ſo great a Mil. 
taxe as to truſt Cortes in an Enterprize of ſuch Conſe- 
quence, wherein his Honour and his Fortune were ſo 
deeply concern'd ; declaring, it was certain that Cortes 
would revolt with the Fleet, being ſo ſubtle and crafty 
as he was; putting him in mind of what he had de- 
ſign'd, and all that they could think to his Diſadvan- 
tage. James Velaſquez, taking theſe Things into Con- 
ſideration, and concluding that all they ſaid might pro- 
bably come to paſs, reſolv'd to put him out of that 


Employment, and eaſe himſelf of that Care, and be- 


ing wont to acquaint the King's Officers with all that 
concern'd the ſaid Fleet, and particularly Amador de 
* Lares, the Controller, he diſcover'd it to Cortes, who 
woas ſo ſubtle, that he needed not any ſuch Information, 
for he might be confirm'd of it by the Looks of James 
Velaſquez, The firſt Night after he was told of it, 
when all were a-bed and huſh*d, he awak'd his beſt 
Friends, telling them, they muſt go aboard immediate- 
; + and went away to the Shambles, with as many of 

em as he thought neceſſary ; and tho' the Clerk of the 
Market oppos'd it, he ſecur'd all the Fleſh there was, 
and order'd it to be carry'd aboard the Ships. Then 
taking off a gold Chain he had abour his Neck, he gave 


ae it to the Clerk, and went aboard, without any Diſtur- 


bance, where he found many Men embark'd, being all 
of them very eager to ſet out upon that Expedition. 
James Velaſquez, had Notice given him, that Corres was 
going off, and aboard already. He got up andallthe —— 
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attended him, as ſoon. as it was Day, down to the 
Sea. Cortes ſeeing him, order'd a Boat to be mann d, 
carrying ſome Fal | 
and drew near to the Shore with thoſe Perſons in whom 
he moſt confided. James Velaſquex ſaid to him, Hov 
nom Compere, are you going away. in that manner; that 
is an qdd Way of taking your Leave of me. Cortes an- 
. Twer'd, Pray, Sir, excuſe me, for Things of this Nature 
are t0 be pu in Execution before they are thought of ; 
conſider what Commands yow have for me. 
James Velaſquez, finding him ſo bold and reſolute, 
knew nor what Reply to make, and Cortes returning 
to the Ships, ig. to hoiſt Sail on the 18th of Wo- 
vember, with above three hundred Soldiers, and very 
Imall Store of Proviſions, becauſe the Ships were not 
yet Laden. He ſail d to the Port of 44acara, where 
the King had ſome Lands, and in the Space of eight 
Days oblig d the Indiaus to make above three hundred 
Loads of Cazabi Bread, every Load being half an 
hundred Weight, and ſufficient to maintain one Man 
a Month; he. alſo took up Swine, Fowls, and all 
Eatables he WM find, ſay ing, he borrow d it, to pay 
the King. Thence he advanc'd. along the Coaſt of 
Cuba, and Fi yd. Ship belonging to the Iſland of 
amaica, laden with Swine, Bacon, and Cazabi, to 
e fold at Cuba, and though againſt his Will, carry d 
away the Owner to the City of the Trinity on that 
Coaſt, above two hundred Leagues from the City and 
Port of 4 and was preſently. inform'd that ano- 
ther Ship laden with Proviſions for the Men that 
Were in the Mines of Xaragua, was paſſing by. He 


ſent Captain Fares de Ordas with a Caravel, to carry 
that Ship to Cape St. Aurop, and lay there for him, 


by chat means to remove him at a, Diſtance, becauſe 
kk Jauner Velaſquez In the Town of the ui 
) he caus d his Standard to be ſet vp before his Quar- 
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ters, and his Enterprize to be proclaim'd, as had: been 
done in the City of Santiago, applying himſelf to get 
Arms, and partly by Force, and partly by fair Means, 
he took Proviſions and ſome Horſes, pacifying the 
Owners with Notes he gave them to Pay ſuch certain 
Rates as they agreed on. There one hundred of Gri- 


jalva's Men embark'd, having waited for that Purpoſe. 
Here alſo went aboard the five Brothers Alvarados, 


Peter, George, Gonzalo, Gomez, and John, beſides o- 


ther Men of Note. Cortes ſent Letters to the Town 
of Sanctiſpiritus, eighteen Leagues from thence, extol- 
ung his Enterprize, and inviting all Men to take Part 
in it, and the Fame of the great Matters that were 
to be expected being ſpread abroad, ſome reſorted to 
him, and among them John Velaſquex de Leon, Kinſ- 
man to James Velaſquez, Alonſa Hernandez, Puertocar- 
rrro, Gonzalo de Sandoval, ohn Sedeno, Gonzalo Lo- 
per de Aimena, and his Brother John Lopez. He alſo 
took aboard what Indians he could get for his Service, 
and proceeded to the Town of St. Chriſtopher, which 
vas then on the South Coaſt, but afterwards remov'd 
to the Havana, where he likewiſe took in all the Pro- 
viſions he could get, paying for them as he had done 
for the reſt. | 
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teens te n e n rr t 


C HA. AL 
Cortes makes his Eſcape from James Velaſ- 
quez; @ great Plague of Piſmites in Þ 
Hiſpaniola ; Affairs of Darien ; F. Caſas 
ſolicites in Spain for the Indians. ; 


WP 1MESFVELASOUEZ vas much 
concern'd at the Behaviour of Cort, 


concluded he would not be guilty of yl ri 
4G; Ke, though 
ble was ſenſible of Amador de Lares; 
Falſchood, he ſtill wink'd at it; but his Relations 
and ſome others perſuaded him to recal the Commiſſion ſe 
he had granted him, declaring that no good was to be 


expected from hi m. Hereupon he ſent away two Ex- nigh 


preſſes to Francis Berdugo, his Brother- in-Law. who ' 
was Alcalde of the Trinity, with Orders to him 6 
ſtay the Fleet, for that he had taken that Command 
from Cortes, and at the ſame Time writ to others to 
be aſſiſting to him. Cortes being inform'd hereof 
ſpoke in private to all thoſe he thought might be f 
vourable to James Velaſquez, adviſing them to acquaint Þ 
Berdugo, that they had ſeen nothing in him which 
might be prejudicial to Yelaſquez, and that in Caſe he 
ſhould perſiſt in the Deſign of taking away his Com- 
mand, be had ſo many Gentlemen and Soldiers at hi 
Beck, that the ſame might occaſion ſome Diſorder. i 
and perhaps the plundering of the Town, whereupon 
nothing was attempted in that Affair. One of theft 
two Expreſſes that came with theſe Orders _ 
m 
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himſelf aboard the Fleet, and the other return d 
with ſeveral Letters from Cortes to Velaſquez and o- 
thers. When the Meſſenger was gone, Corres laid in 

all the Store of Arms that could be had, and then 
fail'd, away with moſt of the Men for the Havana. 
ſending Peter de Alvarado, with ſome others by Land, 

do pick up all the Soldiers he could find in the Farms 
along the Way, becauſe Alvarado was courteous, and 
had a particular Knack at raiſing of Men The Hor- 
ſes were alſo, ſent by Land, and Eſcalante his ſpecial 
Friend in a Ship Northward. They all arriv'd at the 
* Havana, except only the Admiral's Ship, which was 
miſſing for ſeveral Days, becauſe being the largeſt of 
all it had touch'd on the Shoals, and they were forc'd 
to unload it, that it might Float. At length Corres ara 
I riv'd ſafe, and Landing ſer up his Standard, and made 
EZ Proclamation for Liſting of Men, whereupon ſeveral 
perſons of Note reſorted to him. Being inform'd of 
the Mutterings there had been during his Abſence, he 
© ſent James de Ordas with a Ship, to lade Cazabi and 
Bacon at an Indian Town, which was near Cape Gua- 
uiguanico, and to lie there, becauſe he had been one of 
Z thoſe that occaſion'd the Uneaſineſs, and it was not 
to fit to let him continue among the Men. At the Ha- 
and vana, Cortes again examin'd and increas'd his Stores, 
: tof put all forts of Weapons into Order, and there being 
eof, plenty of Cotton, had Armour made of it quilted to 
f. defend his Men, againſt the Arrows, Stones, Darts, 
and other Weapons of the Indians. Here he began to 
Act like a General, appointing his Family, and in it a 
teward, Chamberlain, Maſter of the Houſehold; and 
other Officers, all of them Men of ſome Diſtinction. 
ames Velaſquez, now alſo ſent a proper Perſon to the 
Havana, with Letters to his Friends, and Officers, 
here to depoſe and ſecure Cortes, but to as little Ef- 
ect as it had been at the Trinity, for he having No- 
ice of it, ſo manag'd his Affairs, that this Meſſenger 
Vor. II. X return d 
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return d as the other had done before; with Aſſu- 
rances that Cortes would ſerve the King under his 
Commiſſion, and that there was no touching of him, 
without running the Hazard of having the Town 
plunder d, and all the Inhabitants carry d away aboard 
the Fleet. However Cortes fearing that Delays might in 
the End prove prejudicial to him, us d all the Expedi- 
tion he poſſibly could to get every Thing ready for 
his Departure, where we muſt now leave him, about 
the latter End of this Year 1518, to ſee what was done 
elewhorts | 
WIL sr theſe Things above were tranſacting, the 
onimite Friers in Hiſpaniola, in Profecution of their 
Deſign of drawing the Indians together, that they 
might be the better inſtructed in Chriſtianity, and 
brought to a civiliz d Way of living, had made thir- 
ty Towns, and caus'd much Tuca to be planted, fur- 
niſhing the Churches with all Neceſſaries for the Di- 
vine Service; but the Diſtemper of the Small Pox ob- 
ſtructed it, which ſwept away an infinite Number of 
Iudians, ſor they being us d to waſh themſelves often, 
when that Diſeaſe was upon them, plung'd themſelves 
into the Rivers, which {truck it in, and fo they ſoon 
dy d. Many ſaid, that this Sickneſs was carry'd over 
from Spain, and that the Natives were infected with 
it by the Spariards ; but others, who enquired into 
the Antiquities of the Country, affirm'd, that this 
Diſeaſe was natural to the Indians, throughout all the 
Iſlands, and Continent who were ſubje& to it at cer- 
tain Times; for if it had been carry'd from Spain, it 
would have affected the Spaniards, which it never did, 
and it is well known that there are ſeveral Sorts of 
Diſtempers, ſome of which affect the Sporiards, and 
not the Indians, others the Indian, and not the Spani- 
ardi, and others that are peculiar ro thoſe that are born 
there of Spaniſh Race. A Spaniard born in the Pro- 
vince of Charcas in Peru was obſery'd to dye - the Wa 
4 | 25 - Count 


Tu 


The HIS ro Rx of America. 155 
Court of Spain, of a Diſtemper that then rag'd in that 


Province. 
Feronimite Fathers did not only attend to the 
Eaſe of the Indians; but at the ſame Time perſuaded 
the Speariards to make Improvements, and 3 
they caus d Caſſia Fiſtula Trees to be planted, whic 
ſucceeded as well as if the Iſland had been peculiarly 
made for them. One Auilon, an Inhabitant of rhe 
eat Plain, having in the Year 1506, carry'd over 
ome Sugar Canes from the Canaries, and planred 
them, the ſame anſwering well, the Fathers order'd, 
that every Inhabitant, who would ere& a Sugar Mil 
ſhould have five hundred Pieces of Eight in Gold lent 


| him, and by this Contrivance in a ſhort Space there 
| came to be forty either Water or Horſe Sugar Mills in 


the Iſland. It is to be obſery'd, that formerly Sugar 
grew only in Valencia, whence it was convey'd to Gra» 
pada, thence to the Canaries, and laſtly to the Indies, 
which made it more requiſite to ſend over Blacks, and 
that put the Portugueſes upon ſetching many from Gui: 
ea, Hi paniola prov'd ſo natural to the Blacks, as to 
have it once ſaid, that unleſs one hapned to be hang'd, 


| none ever dy'd. Afterwards, when they came to be 


put to the Sugar Works, they deſtroy'd themſelves 
with the filthy Liquors they made of hoſe Moloſſes, 
and rather than Work, when they could, they fled 
into the Mountains by whole Gangs, revolted, and 
committed Murders, and other Outrage, 
Wren the Spaniards began to reap the Fruits of 
their Labours, and to conceive Hopes of their Im- 
provements, God ſent a Plague on the Iſlands of Hſe 
paniola and St. ns de Puerto Rico, being ſuch an in- 
finite Multitude of Piſmires, that no human Means 
could be found td deſtroy them, In Hiſpaniola they 
prov'd moſt deſtructive to the Trees; but thoſe of 
Puerto Rico ſtung the People, and the Bite of them 


vas more painful than if they had been Waſps, nor 


2 could 
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could they be ſafe againſt them in their Beds at 


Night, any other Way than by ſetting their four Bed- 


Poſts into as many large Veſſels full of Water. In 
Hiſpaniola they gnaw'd the Roots of the Trees, the 
which turn'd black and wither'd as if Fire had fallen 
upon them from Heaven, thus all the beautiful Or- 
chards were deſtroy'd. They fell upon the great O- 
range Trees, of which there was an immenſe Num- 
ber, and molt delightful to behold, and left not one 
alive; the Caſſia Fiſtula Trees going firſt, as being 
ſweeter. The Franciſcan Friars had in the great Vale a 
ſtately Orange Garden, of ſweet and ſour, lofty 
Pomegranate, and Caſſia Fiſtula Trees, the latter pro- 
ducing Canes, very thick, and near four Spans in 
Length, all which periſh'd immediately, and the ſame 
Fate attended all the Plantations in the Plain, there 
being ſuch Plenty of thoſe laſt Trees as might have 
ſupply'd all Europe and Aſia, though they had eaten it 
like Bread; for that Plain is wonderful fertile, and ex- 
tends eighty Leagues from Sea to Sea, being water'd 
with many Rivers, and moſt delicious. Some endea- 
vour'd to put a Stop to this Evil, by digging round 
the Trees very deep, ſo to deſtroy the Piſmires with 
Water, or Fire, and found above four Spans in Depth 
under Ground the Ants Eggs as white as Milk, and 
though ſome Days they burnt a Peck or two of them, 
the next Day they {till found a greater Quantity. 
The Franciſcan Friers of the Vale, plac'd a Lump of 
Mercury, weighing about three or four Pounds on 
the Rail of a Terras ; all the Piſmires about the 
Houſe reſorted to it, and as ſoon as ever they Bit 
it, fell down dead; and as if they had ſent Meſſen- 
gers to invite thoſe that were half a League off, the 
Roads were full of them, they went up to the Terras, 
and biting, dy'd immediately, fo that all about it was 
as black as a Coal. This Slaughter laſted as long as the 
Mercury continu'd er and thoſe Religious Men 


obſerving; 
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obſerving, that it only ſerv'd to draw Vermin into 
their Houſe, rook what was left away, admiring two 
Things, the one the natural Inſtin& which drew 
thoſe Inſects from ſuch a Diſtance to the Mercury; 
the other, that the Mercury being ſo hard, ſuch a di- 
minutive Creature could bite and diminiſh it, as they 
did that. In this Diſtreſs the People had Recourſe to 
God, by Prayers, Proceſſions, &c. and it pleas d the 
Divine Goodneſs to give a Check to that Evil, by the 
Deſtruction of the Piſmires. The Trees that were 
wither d by their gnawing never recover d, but others 
being planted ſoon bore Fruit. 

THERE was an infinite Number of Swine in the 
Iſland, which being fed upon ſweet Roots, the Fleſh 
of them is moſt delicious, and all the Mountains 
ſwarm'd with them; but the Dogs deſtroy'd great 
Numbers, and not only of them bur - | 
yet at the coming in of the Spaziards there was 
no other four footed Creature there but the Hutias, be- 
fore ſpoken of, nor was there any Thing venomous, 
or hurtful. Before the End of this Year 1518, the 
Licenciate Figueroa, arriv'd in Hiſpaniola, as Judge of 
the Iſland, the Feronimite Friers return'd into Spain, 
and repair'd to Barcelona, where the King was, to give 
him an Account of the Affairs of the Iſland, but ha- 
ving waited long for an Audience without Effect, 
they went away to their reſpective Monaſteries. On 
the Coaſt of Cumana, and the Vale of Chiribichi, the 
Indians were now protected by the Dominican and Fran- 
ciſcan Friers, for fear of whom the Spaniards durſt not 
attempt to take Slaves on that Coaſt. . 

Lope de Soſa, who was appointed to ſucceed Peter 
Arias in the Government of Darien, carrying three 
hundred Men with him, dy'd as ſoon as he came into 
that Harbour. All the Inhabitants of the Place, with 
Peter Arias at their Head, went out to receive his Bo- 

dy, which they interr'd in honourable manner. Giles 


Calves ; 
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Gonzalez, de Avila was ſome Time before arriv'd ar 
Alla, about ſixty Leagues from Darien, with two hun- 
dred Men, at which Peter Arias was much offended, 
for that he had not apply'd to him, as Governour of 
all that Country, and therefore he endeavour'd to 
thwart him in all that he could. 

Giles Gonzalez, ſollicited Peter Arias to grant him the 
Ships that Baſco Nunez, de Balboa had built in the Saurh. 
Sea; but could not prevail, notwithſtanding he had the 
King's Orders for it, whereupon he return d from Darien 
to Acla, reſolving to build other Ships, as Baſco Nu- 
ner had done before. It is here to — obſerv d, that 
Giles Gonxalex, was appointed by the King of Spain, 
Commander in Chief of the Ships deſign d to be fitted 
out on the Sour h- Sea, to go upon the Diſcovery of the 
Spice Iſlands, which the Pilot Audrem No had under- 
taken to find out that Way, having articled to that 
Purpoſe with the King, and being himſelf at half the 
Expence, for which he was to receive half the Profits 
that ſhould accrue, after deducting the King's fifth, 
and a twentieth for the Redemption of Captives, and 
other charitable Works; beſides many more Conditions 
not neceſſary to be here mention d. Giles Gonzalez be- 
ing return d from Darien to Acla, as has been ſaid, about 
the Beginning of the Year 1519, would not be diſſwa- 
ded from carrying the Timber for his Ships over the 
Mountains, in which toilſome Work, he reduc'd the 
two hundred Men he had brought. out of Spain to 
righty. However he prevail'd, and having finiſh'd 
the Ships, ſail'd over in them to the Pearl Iſlands ; but 
within twenty-ſour Days after, when he was preparing 
to ſet out upon his intended Diſcovery, they all rotted, 


and were worm-eaten; a moſt deplorable Accident; 
that what had coſt ſo many Lives, ſhould ſo ſoon pe- 


Tiſh. Gonzalez being a Man of Courage and Diſcre- 
tion, was not dejected, but wanting Men to employ 
upon building of more Ships, writ to Peter Arias to aſſiſt 
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him, who returning a diſagreeable Anſwer, he went 


again himſelf to Darien, to demand Supplies purſuant | 
to the King's poſitive Commands, and obtained a Num- 


ber of Indians, and ſome Spaniards, with whom he re- 
turn d to the Pearl Iflands, there to begin his Work 
again, which took him up much Time, as ſhall be faid 
hereafter. Peter Arias being now continu'd in his 


Government, on occaſion of the Death of Lope de So- 
fa above-mention'd, having obtain d leave of the _— 


{> to do, deſtroy'd all the Town of Darien, 
oblig'd all the Inhabitants to remove to Panama. 

Ar this Time F. Caſas was earneſtly ſolliciting at 
the Court of Spain, to have labouring Men ſent into 
the Indies, for he: he had been diſappointed in his firſt 
Levies of them, and his Partner Berrio had forſaken 
him, he was indefatigable in his Endeavours for the 
Eaſe of the Indians. He demanded, that they ſhould 
be maintain d the firſt Year by the King, till they 
could ſettle, and fall into a Way to get their own 
Livelihood; but the Biſhop of Burgos rejected this, 


us he had done all his other Propoſals, being wholly in- 


tent upon the temporal View of the Expence it would 
be to the Crown. F. Caſas then brought on another 


i Project, which was, that one thouſand Leagues ſhould 


be aſſign d him along the Coaſt, to commence one hun- 


dred Leagues above the Coaſt of: Paria, which he would 
undertake to bring into Subjection, without any Force, 
| only by the Preaching of the Dominican and Franciſcan 
| Friars, in ſuch Manner, that the King ſhould receive 
| from thence, by way of Tribute fifteen thouſand Du- 
cats the firſt three Years, and ſo advancing yearly till 
the tenth Year he ſhould have ſixty thouſand, with 
many other Articles, which are here for Brevity Sake 


omitted. The King's Flemiſh Miniſters to whom he 


apply'd himſelf, approv'di of his Propofals, and they 


were referr'd to the Council of the Indies, fome of 
thoſe Miniſters being oblig'd to repair to the Frontiers 


of 


— 
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of France, to negotiate a Treaty of Peace. The 
Council being very dilatory, eight of the King's Preach- 
ers, Dominicans and Clergy-Men, whom F. Caſas had 
entirely at his Devotion, enter d one Day into the 
Council Chamber, where F. Michael de Salamanca, 2 
Dominican, ſpoke for them all with much Freedom to 
the Intent of what F. Caſas had propos d. The Biſhop 
of Burgos ſaid it had been a great Preſumption in them 
to come thither on that Errand from F. Caſas; that the 

King's Preachers had nothing to do with thoſe Affairs, 
which belong d to the Councils, and that the King did 


not allow them Salaries to that Purpoſe, but to preach 
the Goſpel to him. Doctor de la Fuente, one of the 


eight Preachers anſwer'd, That their Zeal was not for 
Houſes, but for the Houſe of God, in Defence of 
which they were ready to lay down their Lives; and 
therefore it ought not to be look d upon as a Preſum 

tion, that eight Doctors of Divinity, who might 
preach: before a general Council, ſhould admoniſh the 
King's Council when they did amiſs, fince the Office 
of Preachers was much ſuperior to that of the King's 
Counſellors, and therefore they were come to adviſe 
them that whatſoever had been done amiſs in the Indies 
might be amended, and in caſe it' were not done, they 
would preach againſt them, as Perſons that did not keep 
the Law of God, nor act for the Service of the King, 
which would be fulfilling and preaching the Goſpel. 
Don Garcia de Padilla, one of the Council reply'd, 
That many good Things had been done for the Ad- 
vantage of the Indians, which ſhould be ſhown to them, 
tho' they did nor deſerve it, to convince them of their 
Raſhneſs and Pride. Doctor de la Fuente rejoin'd, Let 


us ſee the Ordinances that have been made, and if they 


are juſt we will commend them, if not, we will curſe 
them, and thoſe that made them, and we do not be- 
lieve your Lordſhips will deſire to be of this laſt Num- 
ber. The Ocdinances were ſhown to the g's = 

who 
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who deliver d in a Paper for Reformation of Abuſes: 
but nothing being done in it, F. Caſas excepted againſt 
the win Council of the lade dies, and particularly the 
Biſhop of Burgos, whereupon the King appointed ſome 
Perſons of other Councils to examine into that Contro- 
very, who after ſome. Delays, concluded tliat the 
project  above-mention'd, agreed to by the Flemiſh 
Miniſters ſhould take place, and the Diſpatches to be 
crawn accordingly. . 

Many Objections Tee ſtarted giſt! F. Caſas, the 
Indians being repreſented as bark rational Crea' utes, and 
himſelf not 2 lircle Feld, ut he eaſi ily o_ d all their 


5 Allegations, Pal aring h Ju ſtifyi ing t he Indians, and 


plainly demonſtrating hoe ametul ally the King was 
impos d on by his Govetnours, other Officers, 
who not only conceal'd rhe Truth from him, but de- 
frauded him of his Revenues, and made themſelves 
t Eſtates. Whilſt thele Things Were ji itaxion, 
Biſhop of Darien arriy'd at Curt, whom F. Caſas 
took the Liberry to reprimand for not having proceed- 


ed againſt Peter, Arias, for his many Cruelties and Ex- 


; orbirances.. The Biſhop juſtifying himſelf, 3 Diſpure 


aroſe, which was then put * End to by the Biſhop of 


* Badajoz, who acquainting the King with what had hap- 
1 1 Ry order” Faber they ſhould appear beſe Nil 
him and argue the Caſe in his Prelence. Accbrdinf ly 
on the Day appointed, t the Biſhop. of Darien, a ter 
* having urg d, that he had for; Things which were not 
it to be 1 55 in publick, commanded to deli- 
| ver him Gy wh y before 5 0 emb ly, made 2 4 Mort 


erein there as Sang that ſeern d to re- 
ecrely, for h be on ſpoke of what Wants 
"ar Dr Darien, LP the firſt Gotetnogr 
te con 23 5 worle, and then con- 
. 5 (ye bo being Coby 
a 14 mu: e to the Purpo Cy Te- 
reſenting, bees 5 he firſt that wenr 
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over to the Indies; that he had been an Eye-Witneſs of 
all the Miſ-management there; that he had laid the 
ſame before King Ferdinand, King Philip, and the Go- 
vernours of the Kingdom, which laſt had given good 
Orders for redreſſing of Grievances; that' he was ſtill 
labouring for that ſame End, tho' there were Miniſters 
of the Enemy of all Good, that endeavour'd to op- 
poſe it; that what he did was not in Hopes of any 
Reward, nor even to ſerve his Majeſty, whoſe moſt 
dutiful Subject he was, but for the Service of God, 
which would every Way redound to his Majeſty's Ad- 


vantage; that he then for ever renounc'd any Favour, | : 


or Advantage his Majeſty ſhould propoſe to beſtow on 


him, and it either he or any for him accepted of any, 1 


that he might be look d upon as one who endeavour d 
to impoſe upon his Sovereign Lord; that the Natives 


of that New World were moſt capable of being brought 


to the Chriſtian Faith, and to live politely, contrary to 
what the Biſhop had declar'd, and that therefore it be- 
hov'd his Majeſty at the Beginning of his Reign to 


ſer them right, and redreſs their Grieyances. The 
Franciſcan Frier being then order d to ſpeak, ſaid, He 


had been ſome Years in Hiſpaniola, and commanded by 


his Superiors to count the Indians, which he did, and 
ſome Years after repeated the fame by their Orders, | 


when he found that many thouſands had been deſtroy'd; 
if therefore the Blood of one Man unjuſtly ſlain cry'd 
to Heaven for Vengeance, what might be expected of 
the Blood of ſo many thouſands ; wherefore be begg d 
of his Majeſty for the Blood of Jeſus Chriſt, to put 
Stop to that Evil, left God ſhould pour out his Wrath 
ppon the Nation. The Admiral was theri commanded 
fo deliver what he had to offer, who dedar'd, That 
what thoſe Fathers had faid was evident, and tho' the 
| Loſs accruing to his Majeſty was ineſtimable, yet the 
Damage he ſuſtain'd himſelf was more conſiderable, for 
zs much a his Majeſty yrould ftil be « gigar King an 
FRE ST FP, I F Sovereign) 


Sovereign, tho all the Indies were entirely loſt, but as 
for himſelf, if thoſe Countries were ruin d, he ſhould 
have no Support left him,” which had been the Occaſi- 
on of his Coming to ſignify the ſame to the late King 
before, and then to his Majeſty, of whom he begg'd 
to apply the proper Remedy to thoſe Diſorders. The 
Piſnop of Darien then deſir' d to be heard again, but 
was order d, if he had any thing to offer, to deliver the 
ſme in Writing, and then the Aſſembly broke up. 

Z THz Biſhop accordingly drew up two Memorials, 
dhe one againſt Perer Arias, and the other containing 
* a Form for curbing the Governours on the Continent, 
2 reſtraining the Inſolency of the Soldiers, and doing Ju- 
ſtice to the Indian, offering to name a Perſon that would 
perform all he propos d, and expend fifteen thouſand 
Ducats of his own in that Service, which was af⸗ 
= terwards known to be James Velaſquez, the then Go- 


vernour of Cuba. The Biſhop din'd with the Flemiſh | 


* Miniſters, and deliver'd them thoſe Memorials, and 
they asking how he lik'd the Propoſals of F. Caſas, he 


anſwer d, he approv'd of them very well, which was 


very agreeable to them, for as much as they ſhould be 
the better able ro oppoſe the Biſhop of Byrgos, and all 
the Council of the Indies. The Biſhop of Darien fell 
* fick and dy'd a few Days after, and nothing was at 


that Time concluded as to the Affairs of the Indies, the 
King being then call d away to rake upon him the Im- 


perial Crown, as he did ſoon after by the Name of 
Charles V. It will be therefore requiſite to return to 
Ferdinand Cortes, whom we left in the Town of St. 
7 in the Iſland of Cuba, ſince the Month 
of February, this ſame Year 1519. 
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CHAP. III. 


Cortes ſails from Cuba, and arrives at Co- 
zumel, hears of and recouers Jerome de 
Aguilar, who gives an Account of him. 
ſelf; Magellan ſails to diſcover a Pala 
to the Spice Janes. 


= —_— H EN Ferdinand Cartes had got all 
lhings in Order, not thinkin 4 proper 
co make any longer Stay 1 in that Place, 
becauſe it was ſad, that James Yelaſ- 
, intended to come thither, he leſ 
the Havana with nine Ships, and pro- 
1 to Cape e St. Antony, where all the eleven Veſſts 
joyn d, and he muſter'd the Men. There were five 
hundred and eight Soldiers, one hundred and ten Mx 
ſters and Mariners, ſixteen Horſes and Mares, thirry- 
two. Croſs- Bow-Men, thirteen Musketeers, ten Pieces 


of .Braſs Cannon, and four Falconets, with ſufficient 


Store of Powder and Ball. He a pointed Francis d 
28 a Man of Valour, who peg ſery'd in Jah 

Caprain of the Artillery, and Antony de Alaminos Chief 
by ot. Hediſtributed the Men into eleven Companies, 
under the Captains Alonſo Hernandez, Puerto Carrer, 
Alonſo de Avila, Fames de Ordas, Francis de Montejo, 
Francis de Morla, Francis de Saucedo, Fohn de Eſcalante, 
ohm Velaſquez de Leon, Chriſtopher de Olid, and Peter 
as Alvarado, reſerving * ＋ for himſelf, and each 


* embark d aboard a ſeveral Ship, to command 


both 


_ * : ER. n Dh IRR 5 K 
FFF N 


| The H1sToRY of America. 165 


both by Sea and Land. 5 was very remarkable, that 


notwithſtanding the 175 enſions there were of nes 
10 


ares being the Coin 


Friends and Relations. He had good Store of Provili- 
for rrading with the aden, who derer had Money 


There were others of ſeventy Tuns, hut the moſt of 


them were ſmall, and without Decks. His Standard 


% «©; 4 
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Err Hein ay - its inner pes 
A therefore he defir'd on to take Notice, that he ra- 


[1 


„ether aim'd at Honour than Profit, becauſe that was 


n'd, that the ame 


— Was 
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ce was to be carry d on after another Manner than had 
<« been done by Francis Hernandez. de Cordova, and 
« John de Grijalva; that ſince the Weather was fit 
cc to Sail, he would not loſe Time to diſcourſe about 
cc it, only he deſfir'd them to conceive; that they were 
re to go through great Hardſhips, though the greateſt 
« would be at bulk, for that Virtue always conſi ſted 
* jn that which was moſt difficult; that if they 
« would ground their Hopes upon Virtue, and not 
ce forſake him, he aſſur d he would make them the 
< richeſt of all Men that had come over into the I- 
ec dies; and that though he was ſenſible they were bur 
<« a ſmall Number, he confided in their Valour, that 
« they would ſuffice againſt any Power of Ind. 
ec 4, and ſince they had found by Experience how 
4 much God had favour'd the Spaniards in thoſe 
cc Parts, they ſhould go on chearfully that the E- 
«« yent might be anſwerable to the Beginning,” 
This Speech of Cortes rais'd great Alacrity — 944 
Companions, who admir d his Diſcretion, and were 
confirm'd in the Opinion conceiv'd of his great Capa- 
city, concluding that his Valour would ſecure their 
Succeſs. On the other Hand he was highly pleas'd 
to find his Men in ſo good a Diſpolition, and from 
that Time began to iſſue out his Commands with Gra- 
vity and Modeſty, ſo that he fully executed the Office 
of a Commander in Chief | 
Non was Cortes deficient in begging the Aſſiſtance 
of God, and having given the neceſſary InſtruQions 
for the Ships, and St. Peter, his chief Patron, for the 
Word, ſtood away to the Weſtward from Cape St. 
Antony in Cuba for Cotoche, which is the next Point of 


Yucatan, deſigning to keep along the Coaſt North 


Weſt. The firſt Night as he was croſſing between 
Cuba and Vucatan, being about ſeventy Leagues di- 
ſtant, there came up a Storm at North Eaſt, which 

diſpers d all the Ships, every one driving as he * 

4; ut 


&--11-8- 8-0 --7-X I-23 TR" Z Z. 2 | 


The HISTORx of America. 167 


but following their failing Orders they met again ar 


the Iſland of Cos umel, which Jahn de Grijakvua had 


mm'd Saua Cruz, or Holy Crols, only one being 


wanting. The Ship that ſuffer'd moſt was that under 
the Command of Francis de Morla, which ſlipp'd its 
Rudder, and being in Diſtreſs made a Weft. Cortes 
ſtood towards him, and lay by till Day, to give his 
Aſſiſtance; but the Sea falling, and the Rudder being 
ſeen, the Captain himſelf with a Rope about him, 
ſwam and took hold of it, ſo that it was fix d again, 
and they held on their Voyage to Cozumel, == 


Peter de Alvarado was arriv'd ſome Time before, that 
having been the Place appointed to Rendevouz, in 


Cozarnel he anchor d, landed with ſome Men, fou 
no Indiaus in the Town, went on to another, a League 
from it, which was alſo abandon'd, but they found 
Hens, ſome Garments, and little Boxes in which were 
Idols, with Crowns, Beads, and Pendants of pale 


Gold. They took two Men and a Woman, and re- 


Caſe of being ſeparated. As ſoon as Alvarado 2 


54 
. 


| turn'd to the other Town, and ſoon after Cortes ar- 


riv'd with all the Ships but one, which was ſuppos'd 
to have periſh'd in the Storm. He finding the Town 


abandon d, and being inform'd that Alvarado had been 
| about the Iſland, and what he had taken, reprov'd 
| him, ſaying, That Countries were not to be ſubdu'd 

| by taking their Goods from the People. Then uſing 


Melchior for his Interpreter, he bid the two Indian Men 
and the Woman, to go call their Lords, cauſing all 


| that had been taken to be reſtor'd to them, and giving 
| them fifty Hawks-bells, and two Shirts. Upon the 
| Report of thoſe [diavs, the Lord of the Town re- 


turn'd, with all his People, and they went about a- 


| Mong, the Spaniarth with much Security, and in a fa- 


miliar Manner, Cortes taking ſpecial Care that no Of- 
fence ſhould be given them. He alſo ſpoke with 


| another Cazique, who was ſaid to be Lord of the 


Iſland, 
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Yand; rellivg him what he delign'd, whereupon the ; 


whole 'Mand Vas again duieted, = the Spabards were 
A erg ly'd with Proviſions. - The Horſes be. 
hore were likewiſe refrefh'd, there 0 - 
pos Wheat. By mach converfing with 
8 of they came to undderſtand, that on the Con 5 
9 not i from thence, there were Men with] 
Birds; who Were Strangets. Curtis conſi dering the 
Want he had of Interpreters, becauſe Melchur was 
cead, and he wy not confide in Fabian, hor was he cz. 
pabte of being fo good ati Threrpreter as thoſe Spaniard; 
on _— 55 were on the Comtinent; judging mM : 
t be then well Skill: d in the Language; he 
oy te ſome Indians to carty a Letter for bled X _ 4 
Re rel chem, that he would willingly have go 
fo fer tbem at Liberty, but that the Coaſt being ; 
rous; he could not do it with the whole Fleet, 
| Wherefore he intreated them to come away immediate. 
io Cozamel, for he ſent a Ship to that Effect, and 
oys to give to the Lords they ſore with. adding, 
char the Ship would Wait for chem eight Days; and] 
giving an Account of his Force, and Deſign. The 
arg being unwilling to g upon that Errand; 2 ; Le 
| 99 80 hendirig ſome D ger, he prevail'd upon _ N 
Gifts, Fd fair Words ; and that the Letter 4 
bk be ſeen, | as =y were naked; it 'was hid under Xx I ap} 
Hair of one of them, which they wore 1 long, Ferne 2 
4 wound about l ee He ſent with them he 
he two ſmalleſt of his Veſſels, one of them being lit- per 
tle bigger chan a Brigantine, with! twenty Croſs bow Pla 
Men, and Musketeers, under the Command of um Par 
de Ordas, ordering h him to ſtay about che Coaſt ef Te 
Tape Coroche with the bigg eſt of the two Veſſeb, and Þ 
That the leaſt ſhould term to give n Acequnt of what Þ 
he had done, that Land not b 5 f Your League i 
from * 88 
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THrz two Veſſels came upon the Coaſt of Nicatan, 
and landed the Indiaus, they within two Days deliver'd 


the Letter to a Spaniard, whoſe Name was Ferome de 


Agmilar, who was pleas'd with it, and the Toys. 
Some ſay, thoſe Indians for Fear deliver'd the Letter to 
Auilars Maſter, who ſeeing him read it, wonder'dthar 
Perſons at ſuch a Diſtance ſhould underſtand one ano- 
ther by that Method. Aguilar referring himſelf to his 


Maſter, as fearing he would cauſe him to be kill'd, if 


he attempted to go away privately, obtain'd Leave of 
him to go, deſiring that he would make them his 
Friends; as coveting to be in Amity with ſuch brave 
Men. The Lord ſent ſome Indiaus with him, and when 
he came to the Coaſt, he perceiv'd they had waited 
thereabouts, finding ſeveral Croſſes made of Canes. 


Being much griev'd for Want of ſome Conveniency to 


proceed any farther, and going along the Coaſt, he found 


| a Canoe half ſunk, which with the Help of his Com- 


panions he clear'd of the Sand, and tho* half rotten, 
got into it, rowing witha Pipe-Stave, he alſo found by 
Chance, and fo went down the Coaſt, croſſing in the 
narroweſt Part over to the Iſland, being at leaſt four 
Leagues, the ſtrong Currents carrying him near to the 


Fames de Ordas waited two Days above the Time 
appointed him, and no Body coming, return'd to Co- 


r⁊umel. Cortes reprov'd him, ſaying, If he had believ'd 
he might have done fo, he would have ſent a fitter 
4 Perſon, The Ifland of Cozumel being reputed a holy 
Place, to which they went in Pilgrimage from ſeveral 
Parts of the Continent, there were many conſiderable 
2 Temples in ir. One in particular was obſerv'd much 
7 lrger than the reſt, in the Yard or Court whereof abun- 
dance of People aſſembled, burning fevera] Sorts of 
7 Gums to offer up the Smoak by way of Devotion, and 


an old Judian, who was their High-Prieſt preach'd to 


them. When the Sermon was ended, Cortes ſaid to 
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away, they would ſoon ſuffer for it, by periſhing a. 
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the Prieſt, and prime Men, < That if they were to 


ſe 
« be his Brethren, they muſt quit thoſe Idols, who | ro 
« were Devils, and deceiv'd them, and forbear offer- FF. {| 
c ing Sacrifices of human Blood, which were abomi- as 
ce nable to the true God, to whom if they were con- w. 
« vyerted, they would eſcape the eternal Pains of Hell, ha 


« and enjoy all ſpiritual Bleſſings, beſides good Crops, no 
« and other temporal Advantages.” They anſwer d. 7 ; 
that their Fore-fathers had ador d thoſe Idols, becauſe] wl 
they were _”= and therefore they durſt not forber BO 
doing the ſame; and that if the Spaniards took them 


Sea. Cortes to undeceive them, order'd all the Idols to 
be deſtroy'd, and an Altar to be erected, with a wood - 
en Croſs, in the Preſence of the Prieſts and Caziques, 


where Maſs was faid, the Indians attentively looking aw; 


on with Admiration. After Maſs, Cortes deſpairing of | atte 
recovering Jerome de Aguilar, did not think fit to loſe H his 
any more Time at Cozumel, and therefore having charg d crot 


the Indians to keep the Altar very clean and decent, Bo\ 
and taking leave of the Caziques, he embark'd, with Har 
fair Weather. They had not gone far before one of | Spit 
the Ships made a Weſt, and f117d a Gun, and perceiv- ; Bre: 


ing that John de Eſcalante's Ship, which had the Caz>Þ they 
bi aboard, was ſinking, he order d all to return to C bled 
trod 


⁊umel, as was done, and they unloaded the Ship, and] 
found that the Indians had kept the Altar, where the of 8 
Image of our Lady was, very clean, and adorn'd with king 
Boughs. i Ihe ha 
WHILST the Ship was refitting, Cortes was told, tha deſir 

a Canoe appear d, making from Yucatan towards the qaskin 
Iſland. He came out to view, and thinking it fell off -4 
a little, order d Andreu de Tapia, to go as much under to th 
the Shelter of the Land as he could, and endeavour to He 3 
take that Canoe, which made to the Shore behind i could 
Point of Land. Four Men ſtark naked landed out of Aon 
it, only their Privities covei'd, and their Hair in Tal Je be 
| Ee e 
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| ſes, wound about their Heads, with Bows and Ar- 


FT with Sword in Hand. Three were afraid, and would 
have return'd to the Canoe, but the fourth bid them 
I not fear, and ſpoke to the Spaniards, ſay ing, Gentlemen, 
Ian 4 Chriſtian, and with Tears in his Eyes, ask'd, 
e whither that was Wedneſday, becauſe he had a Prayer 


Book he made uſe of every Day, and defir'd to know, 
n |S whither he was right. He deſird them to return 
Thanks to God, knelt down, lifted up his Hands and 
Eyes to Heaven, and bleſs d God for having reſtor'd 
him to the Company of Chriſtians. Andrew de Tapia 


3 cmbrac'd him, as did all the Reſt, and then they went 
away to Cortes, who receiv'd him with much Joy, being 


his Indian Companions, paid the greateſt Reſpect, and 
crouch'd down upon their Hams, laying their 
3 Bows and Arrows on the Ground at their Right- 
th Hands; then having moiſten'd their Right-Hands with 
4 Spittle, they rouch'd the Ground, and ſtroak'd their 


Breaſts next the Heart, that being the greateſt Reſpect 
they paid to their Princes, to denote that they hum- 
C:-[bled themſelves in their Preſence to the Ground they 


theſ of Salutation, he again bid Aguilar welcome, and ta- 
viking off a long yellow Robe, trimm d with Crimſon, 

She had then on, with his own Hands put it upon him, 
tha] deſiring he would riſe off his Hams, and ſit on a Chair, 
; the asking his Name. He anſwer'd, his Name was Ferome 


| of de Aguilar, and that he was born at Ecija, and related 


nder to the Licenciate ark de Aguilar, whom Cortes knew. 
ir to] He alſo anſwer'd ſeveral other Queſtions, as that he 
nd could write and read, and knew exactly what Year, 
it off Month, and Day that was. Having Meat and Drink 
rel. ſet before him, he took of both very moderately, and 

{&5 Z 2 being 


rows in their Hands. 4:drew de Tapia had poſted him- 
ſelf with his Boat ſo as to come upon the Canoe, and 
35 ſoon as the Indians were landed, made towards them 


attended by many of his Men. The new Comer, and 


trod on. Cortes being inform'd that this was the Form 


4 
3 
4 
* 
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being ask d, why he was ſo very ſparing, anſwer'd, He 
did it, becauſe having been fo long us d to the Indian 
Food, that Change of Diet might do . him Harm, 
whereas taking very little, tho' it were Poiſon, there was 
no Danger. He was in Deacon's Orders, and tor that 
Reaſon ſaid, he never would marry, tho' he had 
been much importun'd to it by the /zdiavs. The Ac- 
count of his Life and Adventures being too long tor 
that Time, Cortes bid him reſt and rake his Pleaſure till 
the next Day, and order d his Steward to cloath him, 
which he was not very fond of at that Time, becauſe 


having been ſo long us d to go naked, the Garment Cor- 


tes had thrown over him was ſome what troubleſome. 
The next Day, Cortes asking him, before leſs Compa- 
ny, how he had fallen into the Hands of thoſe Indian, 
ne anſwer'd, That being at Darien, at the Time of the 
Conteſts between James de Nicueſſa and Baſco Nunez 
de Balboa, he came away with Yaldibia, who was bound 
for Santo Domingo, to inform the Admiral, and the 
King's Officers of what was doing in thoſe Parts, to 
return with Men and Money, and carry twenty thou- 
ſand Ducats for the King; that when they came near 
Jamaica, the Caravel was caſt away on the Shoals call'd 
of Caymanes, or Alligators, at which Time, twenty 
Men, with much Difficulty got into the Long-Boat, 
without Sails, Bread, or Water, and very bad Oars, 
That ſeven of the twenty Men ſoon dy'd, being re- 
duc'd to ſuch Diſtreſs, that they drank their own Wa- 
ter; and the others landed in a Province call'd Jaya, 
where they fell into the Hands of a cruel Cazique, who 
ſacrific d Haldibia, and four others, offering them up 
to his Idols, and then eating them, keeping a Feſtiva], 
according to the Cuſtom of the Country; that he and 
ſix more that were ſhut up in a Pen or Coop, to ſerve 
for another Feſtival, when they were fatter, reſolv'd 
to loſe their Lives ſome other Way, and breaking the 
Cage accordingly, fled over the Mountains, _ out 
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being ſeen, till it pleaſed God that they came into the 
Dominions of another Lord, who was an Enemy to 


him from whom they fled, and naturally courteous, 


affable, and inclin'd to do good. His Name was 


Azuincux, Governour of Xamancona, who granted them 


their Lives, but made Slaves of them; that the ſaid 
Lord ſoon dying, he ſerv'd Taxmar, who ſucceeded 
him in the Lor 1 4 that his five Companions ſoon 
dy'd through the 

maining, with one Gonzalo Guerrero, who was with 
the Cazique of Chetemal, and marry'd a prime Lady in 
that Country, by whom he had Children. He was 
then Commander for a Cazique call'd Nachaneam, and 
having obtain'd many Victories over his Lord's Ene- 
mies, much belov'd and eſteem'd ; he added, that he 
had ſent him Cortes's Letter, and defir'd him to come 
away, fince there was ſo favourable an Opportunity, 
and had ſtay'd for him longer than was convenient, and 
believ'd he kept away for Shame, becauſe his Noſe, 
Lips, and Ears were bor'd, his Face painted, and his 


Hands wrought, after the Manner of that Country, 
where only brave Men are permitted to have their 


Hands wrought. 

PR@CEEDING in the Account of his own Adven- 
tures, he ſaid, he had endur'd very much during the 
firſt three Years, being oblig'd to carry Wood, Water, 
and Fiſh for his Lord, which he perform'd with much 
Satisfaction, to fave his Life, doing what every Indian 


commanded him, by which Means he gain'd the Aﬀec- 
tions of them all. The Cazique obſerving that heliv'd 


chaſtely, tempted him ſeveral Ways, ſending him out 
at Night a Fiſhing, with a beautiful diaz Girl of 
fourteen Years of Age, who had been inſtructed to 
N. him, and he had a Hamack given him for them 

h to lye in. The Hamack being hung up, the 
young Girl went into it, and invited Aguilar to come 
and lye with her, upbraiding him upon his Refuſal, 


that 


ardſhips they endur'd, he only re- 
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chat he was not a Man; * he lighted ſome Fire and 


hy down on the Ground by it. The Cazique being 
inform'd of this by her, had the more Value for him, 
and truſted him with his Wife and Houſe, which 
ſhews that Virtue is honour'd even among barbarous 
Nations. Afterwards he defir'd his Lord to employ 
him in his Wars, and contributed to the obtaining of 
feveral Victories, which gain'd him ſo much Repurati- 
on, that he was look'd upon as the prime Man in the 
Country, and the Ships under the Command of Fran- 
cis Hernandez, de Cordova, and thoſe under Grijalva 
having traded on that Coaſt, they took ſpecial Care that 
he ſhould not make his Eſcape. Agwilar was a diſcreet 
Perfon, and bred a Scholar, and we ſhall have Occaſi- 
en to ſpeak of him hereafter. 

WILsr Cortes was employ'd as has been ſaid above, 
Ferdinand de Magallanes, whom we call Magellan, and 
Ruy Falero had carry'd on their Negotiations in the 
Court of Spain ſo ſucceſsfully, that the King made 
them Knights of the Order of Santiago, and pave 
them the Title of his Captains. At the fame Time 
the Portugueſe Embaſſador there ſollicited to have them 
baniſn'd that Court, and underhand . endeavour'd ta 
perſwade them to return to Portugal, where they ſhould 
be well receiv'd ; tho” ſome of that Nation advis d to 
murder them, becauſe what they- propos'd was prejudi- 
_ cial to their Kingdom. The Purport of their Agree- 
ment was, that they would diſcover Iſlands, and a 
Continent in the Ocean, within the Limits aſſign'd to 
the Crown of Spain, abounding in Spice, and other 
rich Commodities; and the King engag' d that no other 
Perfon ſhould for ten Vears to come ſail the ſame Courſe 
that they did, without their Licence, but that he might 
ſend by Way of the Sauth-Sea, or any other Rout 


Weſtward; that they ſhould have the twentieth Pare 


of all the clear Profits, that ſhould accrue from thence, 
and the Government of ſuch Iſlands as they „ 
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with the Title of Adelantados, to them and their Heirs 


for ever, under the Crown of Spain; that his Majeſt 


0 would provide them five Ships, two of one hundred | 


and thirty Tuns each, two of ninety, and the other 


of ſixty, with all Neceſſaries for two Years, and two 


hundred and thirty-four Men, and that in caſe one of 
them two hapned to die, the other ſhould ſucceed in all 
the Right to the Contract. Purſuant to this Agree- 
ment, Orders were ſent to the India Houſe at Sevil to 
furniſh all that had been ſtipulated; and in regard that 
this was a new Voyage altogether unknown, the Pilots 
refus d to engage in it, 2 which Reaſon it was or- 
dain d that they ſhould be compell' d. When the Ships 


i were ready, a Controverſy ariſing between Magellan and 


Ruy Falero about who ſhould carry the Royal Standard 
by Day, and the Light at Night, the King appointed, 
that ſince Ruy Falero was not in perfect Health, he 
ſhould ſtay behind till another Voyage. At length 


: Magellan ſail'd aboard the Ship call'd the Trinity, tho 
late in the Year, the King of Portugal having us d all 
= imaginable Endeavours to obſtruR it; but the King of 


Spain aſſur'd him that nothing ſhould be attempted, 
which might be prejudicial to the Rights of Portugal; 
however the Portugueſes comforted themſelves by ſaying, 


that all the Expence of thoſe Ships would be thrown 
© away, for as much as Magellan was a talkative Man, 
who had little in him, and conſequently would make 
nothing of that Undertaking. 


Tuk Fleet fail'd from Sevil on the roth of Auguſt 


* 1519, in Queſt of the Molucco Iſlands ; but the firſt 
Land they made was Tenerife, one of the Canary I- 
lands, where they ſtay'd ſome Days, taking in Fleſh, 
| Water, Wood, and what elſe they had Occaſion for, 
| They proceeded, to another Port in the ſame Iſland, 


call'd Montana Roxa, or Red Mountain, where they 
ſtay d three Days, waiting for a Caravel, that carry'd 
Pitch for them; and ſail d again the 2d of October at 

| Night, 
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Night, under their Fore-Sails only, till they got clear 
of the Land, and fo continu'd till Day, when they 
ſtood to the South-Weſt till Noon, having run ſe- 
venteen Leagues, and found themſelves in twenty-ſeven Þ 
Degrees Latitude. MO | | 
THrty held on their Courſe South and by Weſt, Þ 
whereupon the Captains queſtion'd Magellan for nor 
ſteering South-Weſt, as he had promis d to do at &. 
vil; and he anſwer d, That they ſhould follow him, 
and ask no more Queſtions. They ſtill contending that. 
the Courſe they held would bring them in upon the 
Coaſt of Guinea, he reply d, That it was their Duty 
to follow his Flag by Day, and his Light by Night, 
and no farther Account would he give them. Thu 1 
the Fleet fail'd on fifteen Days to the Coaſt of Guinea, 
where they were ſo becalm'd for twenty Days more, 
that they did not advance three Leagues; after which 
they had contrary Winds for a Month, with ſuch ! 
dreadful Storms, that they were ſeveral Times upon 
the Point of cutting down their Maſts, their Round 
Tops almoſt touching the Water. During thoſe Tem. 
pefts, the Seamen ſaid they ſaw the Light on the 
Round Tops, which the Spaniards call Santelmo, and the 
Antients nam'd Caſtor and Pollux, being ſome Sort of 
Exhalation, which is accounted a good Preſage. At 
this Time Magellan order d the Men ſhould be brought 
to a ſettled Allowance of half an Azumbre of Wine, 
three Quarters of Water, and a Pound and a half of 
Bread. [An Azumbre is about three Pints.] Proceed- Þ 
ing on their Voyage, the 13th of December, they en- La 
ter d into a very large Bay, on the Coaſt of Brad 
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which the Portugucſes call'd Rio de Faneiro, and Þ 
the Spariards gave it the Name of S. Lucy, becauſe 
they came into it on that Saint's Day. Abundance 
of the Natives immediately came in Canoes, bringing 
Plenty of Hens, Indian Wheat, Parrots, and other 
Sorts of Fowl, and Fruit, giving ſeven or eight 
oh wee - 


ſor a King out of a Pack of Cards, and for an Ax or 
Hatchet they gave a Slave; till Magellan forbid all 
Men, upon Pain of Death, bartering for Slaves, but 
only for Eatables, becauſe he would not afford the Por- 


nor admit of Slaves to eat up the Proviſions. 


3 Saiurday the '15th of December, at thirty Minutes af- 
ter four in the Morning, being ſeven Hours and thirty 
Minutes before Noon, the Moon appear'd above the 
2 Eaſtern Horizon twenty-eight Degrees and thirty 
Minutes, and Jupiter above her, in thirty-three De- 
grees fifteen Minutes. Deducting the Altitude of the 


December, having taken the Sun's Altitude, in the ſame 
3 Rs they found it in eighty- nine Degrees, and 
forty 

4 at themſelves in twenty-three Degrees forty-five 
Minutes of South Latitude. They ſtay'd in this Ri- 
ver till Chriſtmas-Eve, when they fell down to the 
Mouth of it, and departed on St. Stephens Day. On 
the Feaſt of S7. John, being the 27th of December, 
they fail'd along the Coaſt till Saturday the 3 iſt of 
December, when they found the Sun's Altitude eighty- 


Northward, the Complement to ninety is three Degrees 
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tugucſes any Occaſion to complain that he had traded, 


WHiLsT they were in this River of Janeiro, on 


; Moon from that of Jupiter, the Difference was four De- 
I erces and forty-five Minutes. Sunday the 18th of 


inutes, whence deducting the Declination, they 


ſix Degrees forty-five Minutes; and the Shade to the 


2 fifteen Minutes, to which adding twenty-two Degrees 
eight Minutes Declination, they found themſelves in the 
2 Latitude of cwenty-five Degrees twenty-three Minutes: 
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LEEESEAEGERES || | 


CHAT I. 


Cortes defeats the Indians of Tabaſco, 
then concludes Peace and eAmity with 
them; what mov'd them to take up Arms; 
he celebrates Palm-Sunday. | 


——— HILLS T Magellan was failing, Cortes, 


vas highly pleasd with Jerome de A. 
wll guilar, thinking that ſince he knew the 


to treat with the Indians. He departed from that Iſland 
in Queſt of the Ship that was miſſing, made over to 
the Continent, and order'd the ſmaller Veſſels to keep 
as cloſe to the Land as they could, in Hopes to find it, 


Þ — 
2 
V3 


whom we left at the Iſland of Cozumel, Þ 


eu? Y, z 
Llaanguage of Tucatan, he would be. abe 


as they did in a Bay form'd by a Parcel of ſmall I- 


{lands, which Grijalva call d Port Terminos. The Ship 
was ſafe, and the Men all in Health, very joyful at the 
Sight of the Fleet, which they thought had periſh'd. 
They had falted up abundance of Rabbits and Hares, 
taken by a Greyhound Bitch rhey found there, having 
been left behind by Grijalva's Ships, and as ſoon as ſhe 
ſaw that Veſſel, began ro make Motions of Joy, and 
when the Spaniards landed went to them. Cortes call d 
that Port el Eſcondido, or the Hidden. They proceeded 
to Grijalva's River, at the Province or Town of Ta- 
baſco, where the Cazique had cloath'd Grijalva from 
Head to Foot in Gold. They anchor'datthe Mouth of 
the River, becauſe whe Entrance is very ſhallow, and the 

| _ Sea 
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o ; 

Sea Water contending with that of the River, renders 
it very dangerous. Cortes order'd all the greater Ships 
to ſtay there, and went up himſelf with the reſt, and 

moſt of the Men well arm'd, and ſome Muskets. 
When the Indians ſaw ſo many Ships, and Men, and 
that they landed, they advanc'd from a large Town that 
wes cloſe by, arm'd with Bows, Arrows, and Targets, 


wearing great Plumes of Feathers, and painted, Tokens. 


of Fierceneſs and Gatety among them, to enquire, who 
they were, and what they wanted. Going up the 
= River, before the Town, they obſerv'd that it was for- 
tify'd with a wooden Encloſure, and Loop-Holes to 
ſmoot their Arrows through. The Indians went into 
Canoes, to obſtruct their Landing. Cortes made Signs 


of Peace, and order'd Jerome de Agail.r to ſpeak ta 


them. The Indians by Tokens and Geſtures forbid 
them going to their Town, or Landing, Cortes ask d 
for Proviſions and Water, and they ſhow'd him the 
River, bidding him go up higher, where it was freſh. 
The Indians return d to the Town, and brought Corres 
Z ſome Canoes laden with Indian Wheat, Bread, Fruit, 
and Fowls, and whatever elſe they had. Cortes told 
them he had many Men, and that was not enough for 
them. They anſwer'd, he might ſtay till the next 
Day, and they would come again with more Proviſi- 
ons. Cortes withdrew to a ſmall Iſland in the River 
to paſs the Night, and each Party deſign d to impoſe 
upon the other. The adians fearing the Power of 
| the Spaniards, and that they would endeavour to enter 
the Town by Force, ſpent all the Night in ſecuring 
their Wives and Children, and providing for their De- 
fence. Nor did Cortes ſleep, but ſent Men to ſeek 
out a Ford, which was found near at Hand, by reaſon 
it was the Summer Seaſon, tho? the River is very large, 
He again order'd the Town to be view'd, and it ap- 
pear d that there was a Paſſage into it on the back Side, 
[up a Brook, whereupon he immediately ſent Captain 

1 | Alonſo 
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Allonſo de Avila, to lye in Ambuſh near the Towp, 
with one hundred and fifty Men, on that Side next the 
Brook, with Directions that when he gave him a Sig- 
nal with a Gun, from the Veſſels, he ſhould attack the 
Town. He went himſelf with all the reſt of the Men 
into the Boats, directing Alonſo de Aeſa to keep the 
Guns charg?d, and in a Readineſs. A little before Break 
of 2 4 17 Indians were; on the Shore with more 


' Proviſions, bidding them take that for they had no 
more, becauſe the Inhabitants of the Town had been 
alarm d at the Sight of them, and were fled, and there. 

fore they might depart the Country in God's Name, 

or in what Name they pleas d. Cortes received what 
they brought courteoufly,, and made many Signs of 

Peace, for he'was not Willing to come to Blows with 


FEFELE 


high Time, eder d the Cannon to be fir d for a Sg | 
nab and Alonſo de Avila attack d the Town. At the 


ſions, but no Sold; being left peaceable Maſters d 
the Town, for the Hidiant were fled into the Woods 


The Temple, which was ſtrong and large, was view 


where the Men took up their Quarters, and kept go0l 
Qua that Night, The next Day Cortes ſent ſomed 
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the Indians that had been taken, to bid the Lord of the 
Town come to him, without any Fear, and he would 
be his Friend for the future. 4: 

Tux Lord of the Town, giving no Credit to the 
Meſſengers ſent by Corres, drew together his Men, re- 
ſolving te deſtroy or. drive away thoſe few Strangers. 
Whilſt che Preparations were making, he ſent twenty- 
two Indians, well dreſsd after their Manner, who 
ſeem'd to be prime Men, and told Cortes, that their 
Lord de{ir'd him not to burn the Town, and he would 
{end him Proviſions. . He anſwer'd, that ſince he had 


i diſmiſs d all the Priſoners, they might be ſatisſyd he 


deſiꝰ d to live in Peace with them. They return'd the 
next Day with Proviſions, and ſaid, their Lord would 
permit them freely to go up the Country to barter for 
more. Cortes, thinking that ſince they had been 
defeated, they were not inclin'd to War, gave them 
ſome Toys, and ſent three Captains, with as many 
Detachments of . Spaniards into the Country, being 
Alonſo de Avila, Peter de Alvarado, and Gongalo de Sau- 
doval to ſeek for the Cazique, and bring in Proviſi- 
ons. One of - theſe Captains fell into ſome Corn 
Fields, near a Town, where he found many arm'd I- 
dians, who it is likely were waiting for the reſt. He 
deſiring them to ſell: him ſome Corn, and he would 
pay for it, they refus d, and ſo from one Word to ano- 
they came to Blows, the Indians attacking in ſuch furi- 
ous Manner, that the Spaniards had enough to do to 
ſtand them, for they ſhot abundance of Arrows, and 

preſs d on with Spears, arm'd at the Points with ſha 
Bones of Fiſhes. They drove the Spaniards ſo hard, 
that they ſhut them up in a Houſes, where they fought 
a great Part of che Day. The. Cries of the Indians 
when they are numerous being hideous, and echoing 
in the Mountaifis, the other Detachments of Spaniards 
made towards the Noiſe, and came at ſuch As 
. , * i a e 
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thoſe who were ſhut up deſpair d of their Lives. Not- 

withſtanding that Succour, the Indian did not deſiſt, 
but grew the fiercer, tho? the Spaniards were then about 
two hundred. Whilſt the Party was beſieg'd in the 
Houſe, before the Succour came, ſome Hidiaus of Cu. 
ba went to acquaint Cortes with what had _ „ and 
he beinga a moſt diligent Man, immediately march'd 
that Way with a Number of Spaniards, and ſome Pie- 
ces of Artillery. He found them retiring, and furiouſly 
purſu'd by the Indian, and tho he would have fay'd the 
Effuſion of Blood, ſeeing the Danger his Men were in, 
he caus d the Guns to be fir d, the Indians fled, and en- 
tirely diſpers d. Cortes did not regard to purſue them, 

becauſe his Men were tir'd, and many of them wound- 
ed. As ſoon as return'd to rhe Town, he ſent the 
wounded Men aboard the Ships, and order'd all that 
were ſound, with the Horſes and Guns to be landed. The 
Indians not thinking themſelves vanquiſh'd, to the Num- 
ber of above forty thouſand, as being well acquainted 
with the Country, took Poſt between certain Trenches 
of Water, and Moraſſes that were difficult ro paſs. 
Cortes having given Charge of the Artillery to Alonſo 
de Meſa, after hearing Maſs, advanc'd with four hun- 


dred Spaniards, and twelve Horſe, towards the Enemy, 


between many Plantations of Cacao, which is the 
Wealth of that Country, and requiring to be continu- 
ally water d, there were many Trenches, which prov'd 
a great Hindrance to the Horſes, and very convenient 
for the Indians to offend the Spaniards. As ſoon as 
they came in Sight of one another, the Spaniards found 
themſelves much encumber'd by the Nature of the 
Ground, and began to break their Order. Cortes com- 
manded the Foot to march along a Cauſway that was 
enclosd on both Sides with much Water, and went 
himſelf to paſs with the Horſe on the left Hand, but 
could not come up as ſoon as he hed expected, by 5 

l ſon 


* 


- , . 0 K 2 A F 0 ub 
K W 9 9 E ͤJ—— ! TT 8 3 
8 ae e ee l ꝓqꝓq̃H dd OW NOI, et a | 
b I Tan, It RG, 3 31 JJ. T 6 Doe © ho g 5 0 8 
9 5 . 5 7 1 - * 22 - N 5. 5 1 2 e N 5 1 a e " « 2 


= => © — n 9 ful MM. ba, 


—— ao IF 4 Dae 8 e ö fig 2 
Se. g. 2 = 2 HY = ts Mey ny 


$3 £3 


8 
7. 
* 
WR 
os 
38 
24 
5 
Wh 
9 
2285 
We 
——_ 
n 
4-3 
. 
oe 
2 
1 
E 1 
F5 
0 4 
LEY 
%%. 
9 
> 
*. 
E 
TH 
* 
$3 
x 
B- 
8 
* $a 
at 
” 
8 
8 
WY 
LY 
F 
Ra of 
N 
4 X 
j L 
Oo þ * 
* 
N 
TY 
r 
3 
SS 
12 
2 
N 
Cs. 
Reg 
PF 
N 
8 4s 
8 
N 
5 
E 
1 
3 
2 
3 
1 22 
a 
* 
. 
3 
Wage 
id L 
£0 
s 
. 
I 75 
8 
8 
4h 
WE I 
D 
5%E 
. 
Vras 
5 f 
my % 
ws 
. 
255 : 
Pct 
hs) 
FE 
KM 
_ 
F 
«4 
Py 
«SQ 
*5 
2 4 
a 
32 
% 


Darts, charging t 


The H ISTORY of America. 183 


ſon of the Trenches. In the mean Time, the [ndians 


fell on 3 with their Arrows, Slings, and 

e Spaniards ſo home, that they ſnut 
them up in a hollow, which was like a Horſe-ſhoe, 
and tho? the Muskets and Croſs-Bows did much Ex- 
ecution, killing great Numbers, they valu'd not the 
Loſs, conſidering their own Multitude, and the ſmall 
Number of the Spaniards, for they reliev'd one another 
at Pleaſure. The Spaniards being thus preſs'd, endea- 
vourd to gain a more advantageous Ground, where 
they might make better Uſe of their Weapons, and par- 
ticularly of their little Guns, becauſe there were fewer 
Trenches and Banks, behind which and the Trees the 
Indians ſhelter d themſelves, and ſhot in Saſety, with- 
out being hurt. The Spaniards were now much tir d- 
and many of them wounded, and tho? the Guns killd 
abundance of the Indians, by reaſon they were fo nu- 
merous, yet they drove them into ſuch a narrow Com- 
pals, that they were forc'd to fight Back to Back, and 


fo cloſe was the Engagement, that the Guns could no 


longer play, and they ſeem'd to be quite loſt. Whilſt 
they were in this Diſtreſs, Cortes arriv'd, after havin 

paſsd many Trenches and Quagmires, and ſeeing his 
Men in Danger, charged with his Horſe, killing nany, 


which ſtruck a mighty Terror among the Indians, Who 
had never ſeen the like, and thought that the Horſe 
> and Man were both one and the fame Creature. In 
this Conſternation, and having ſuffer'd ſo great a Loſs, 


they betook themſelves to the Woods, and the Foot 
purſu' d, killing vaſt Numbers. Cortes ſounded a Re- 
treat, found ſixty wounded, and none killd, and fo 
return d to the Town; reckoning that above one thou- 
| fand Indians had been ſlain that Day. 


. Waen he had'reſted two Days, and taken Care of 


| the wounded Men, Corres thought fit to ſend to the 
| Cazique, to tell him, that what had hapned had been 


his 
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his own Fault, yet he was ſorry for it, but if he 
would be his Friend no farther Harm ſhould be done 
him, and he might gueſs by what ſo few Men had 
done, what he was to expect if the War went on. 
The Hdians being quite diſpers'd, and conſidering the 
Slaughter that had been made among them, were all of 
Opinion, that ſince thoſe Men were ſo ſtrong, and usd 
ſuch dreadful Weapons, and particularly had thoſe 
Creatures which ran fo ſwiftly, that there was no eſca- 
ping them, ſo that they ſhould ſoon be quite deſtroy d, 
a Peace ought to be concluded with them. The Ca- 
zique immediately ſent ſome grave Perſons to treat. 
Cortes receivd them very affectionately, they ask d 
leave to bury the dead, and to viſit him. He, with a 
chearful Countenance anſwer'd, He was glad they were 
ſenſible of their Error, and would be well pleas'd to 
eſtabliſh Peace and Amity with them ; and to oblige 
them the more, preſented them with many Spaziſh 
Toys, ordering all the Priſoners that had been takeri in 
the Fight to be ſet at Liberty, and thoſe that were 
wounded to be dreſs'd. This Anſwer fully gain d the 
Cazique, and his prime Men, and dreſſing himſelf ve- 
ry fine after their Trae he went to viſit Cortes, with 
a great Retinue, carrying a conſiderable Quantity of 
' Proviſions. The Cazique walk'd between two of his 
Chief Officers, the reſt following, and after having 
hid the Preſent before Cortes, in which there was not 
above the Value of four hundred Peices of Eight in 
Gold, that Country affording none, he advancd to- 
wards him, who was ſitting on a Chair. Corres ſtood 
up and embrac'd him, and all the prime Men, and then 
an Indain making very profound Obeyſance took his 
Place on the one Side, between Cortes and the Cazique, 
and Aguilar on the other Side. Then the Cazique ha- 
ving paid his Reſpects to Cortes, turn'd to the Tadian, 
telling him all he had to fay, that he might — the 
ame 
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ſame to Aguilar, it being the Cuſtom among them, that 
when the 1 "yy ſpeak to does — 3 their 
Language, they place a Servant to talk to the Interpre- 
weer, bach is - Piece of State they obſerve. 11 
As ſaid, That he and thoſe Gentlemen humbly of- 
feed themſelves to be his Servants, and were very ſorry 
for what was paſt, but for the future they would obey 
2 hi in all things, in Token whereof they had brought 
him that Preſent, and all the Country ſhould be at his 
Service, and ſubmit to him. Cortes was glad to hear 
this, embrac'd him again, exprefs'd much Kindneſs, and 
give them many Baubles, with which they were well 
pleas d. When theſe Words had paſs'd between them, 
3 thoſe Indiaus hearing the Horſes that were in the Court 
veigh, ask d, what ail'd the Tequanes, that is, thoſe. 
ſierce Things. Cortes ſaid, they were angry, becauſe 
he had not puniſſid them ſeverely, for offering to make 


Wir on the Chriſtians. They immediately order d 
many large Cotton Cloths like Blankets to be brought, 
por the Horſes to lye on, and Fowls for them to eat, 
* I that they might be appeas d. They were never ſatis- 
yd with gazing at, without daring to approach to 
ckem, delird they would forgive them, and nor be 
H angry, for they would always be Friends to the Chri- 
ö fans. Cortes ask d them, why they had behav'dthem- 


5 WW; ſelves in that Manner towards him, ſince they had 
been fo courteous to others, who had paſs'd that Way. 
t They anſwer'd, the others were few, fad been ſatisfy d 
n | with what they gave them, and went their Way; 

but that ſeeing now ſo many Ships, and ſuch a Num- 
od ber of Men, it had made them afraid that they were 
coming to take their Country, and Goods; and that 
his being looked upon as Men of Valour among all their 
| Neighbours, and oWning no Superior, they had thought 
it a cowardly Part, ſince they themſelves were ſo ma- 
˙ ny, and the Spaniards ſo few, not to cut them off. 
Vox. II. Bb They 


| 
| 
4 
1 


cauſe they overtook them, if they ran ever ſo faſt, 
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They faid, the Guns, and the dreadful Wounds made 
by the Swords had much daunted them, and that the 
Horſes were ſo fierce, and fo fleet, that they fancy'd 
they would ſwallow them up, and that they flew, be- 


The Spaniards askd, Whether much of that Gold 
was found thereabouts, and they anſwer'd, there was 
not, but ir other Parts far off, as they ſhow'd with their 
Hands. This done, they took their Leave, and ſent 
Proviſtons, and twenty Women Slaves to make Bread, 


with the Stones for grinding the Corn, which Cort 
order d to be diſtribured among his Captains, and 

rime Men; and that Marina, of whom we ſhall 
hee occaſion to ſpeak hereafter, fell ro the Lot of 4. 


tonfo Hernandez Porto Carrero. 


Cortes thinking he had well ſecur'd that Part of 74. 
baſco, refolv'd to proceed on his Voyage, but the next 
Day being Palm- Sunday, he order'd a ſolemn Proceſli- 
on to be made, in Honour of the Feſtival, to which 
he invited the Chiefs of the Indians, who being very 
fond of Novelties, readily comply'd, and came in 
their beſt Attire, with a Multitude of People, Wo- 


men, and Children. The Proceſſion was made, al 
the Spaniards carrying Boughs in their Hands, with 
the greateſt Pomp and Devotion that could be, the 
Indians obſerving that Solemnity with ſingular Attenti- 
on. Some of them ſaid, that the God of the Chriſti 
ſtians was the Almighty, fince ſuch brave People wor- 
ſhipp'd him with ſo much Gravity and Reſpect, for 
there were ſome indifferent good Voices, and agreeable 
Muſick, which the Indians admir'd ; beſides that the 
Trumpets, Drums, and Kettle-Drums ſurpriz d them, 
each Sort of Inſtrument being play'd on, in its due 
Time and Place. When the Solemnity was over, 
Cortes embark d, fir'd his Guns, and ſer fail, after ha- 
ving been inform d, that Julia the Indian, who ra 
| 1 * | away 


Þ> ran 
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away, had ad vis d the People to make War on him 
Day and Night ; whereupon he requiring to have him 
| deliver'd into his Hands, they ſaid, that his Advice 
having prov'd pernicious to them, they would have 
ſeix d him, but he made his wr yet it was 
afterwards known that they had facrific'd him, 
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CHAP. I. 


The Canique Henry revo ts in Hiſpaniola; 
the Cauſes that mov d him to it; his Be. 
haviour. 


„ E will for a while leave Cortes unde 
ail, to return to Hiſpaniola, that none 
of the Tranſactions of this Year 1519 
may be omitted. It hapned, that: 
vouth, whoſe Name was Valengutly 
inherited a Number of Judians from hi 
Bikes, being an Inhabitant of the Town of St. Jew 
de la Maguana, the Cazique whereof was calld Har) 
who had been bred, when a Boy, in the Frauciſca 
| Monaſter 
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Monaſtery there then was, in the Town of Yerapaz 

in the Province of Aaragua, where Bohechio, A 
the five Kings of Hiſpamiola had reign'd, and the Friers 
had taught him to read and write, and inſtructed him 
in an orderly Courſe of Life, and he made it appear by 
his Actions, that he had improv'd under thoſe Religious 
Men. This Man's Province was by the Iadiaus call'd 
2 Baoruco, lying on the Mountains on the South Side of 
the Ifland, extending from thirty to ſeventy Leagues 
23 Diſtance from the Port of Santo Domingo. This Cazi- 
que being gone from the Friers, when he was a Man, 
marry d an Indian Woman of a good Family, call'd 
Dona Mencia, Harry was tall, and well ſhap'd, pro- 
portionable, and luſty, his Face neither beautiful nor 
deeformd; but his Aſpect was grave and ſevere. He 
ſerv'd the aforeſaid Valenzuela with his Indians, and 
among his other Chattels had a Mare, which Yalenzu- 
ela took from him by Force, and not fo fatisfy'd, en- 
deavour d to debauch his Wife, and becauſe he expoſtu- 


0 { | kted with him, asking, why he did him that Injury 


and Diſgrace, it was reported that he cudgelld him. 
Nie had Recourſe to the Governour's Lieutenant in that 
Town, call'd Peter de Badillo, who threatned him, if he 
offer'd to come again with any Complaints againſt Va- 
Ez uela, and is ſaid to have impriſon d him. Finding 
no Redreſs there, he reſolv' d to go make his Complaint 

da the Court at Santo Domingo. Thoſe Judges did not 
take Notice as they ought to have done of that Af- 
* fair, being more intent upon their own Intereſt than to 
do Juſtice ; and accordingly they gave him a Letter of 
Recommendation to the aforeſaid Badillo, who upon 
the Delivery of it us'd him worſe than he had done be- 
fore, and Falexzmela being inform'd of it, did the like. 
Harry, for ſo hg was call'd from his Infancy, bore thoſe 
Injuries with Patience and Diſſimulation, and when 
the Time of his Attendance was over, being ſome 

Months of the Year, the Companies reliev'd one __ 
. e ther, 
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ther, and he return'd home, where confiding on the 
Juſtice of his Cauſe, and the Uncoorhneſs of his 
Country, which was inacceſſible for Horſes, and in the 
Fidelity of his People, he reſolv'd to be no longer ſub- 
ſervient to his Enemy, nor to ſend him any of his 
Indians, but to ſtand upon his Defence. Yalenzacli 
perceiving that he did not ſend his Indians at the due 
Time, ſuppoſing him to be provok d on account of 
the Injuries receiv d, went himſelf with eleven Men to 
bring and abuſe him. He found him upon his Guard, 
provided with Spears, arm'd at the Points with Nails, 
and ſharp Fiſh- Bones, Bows, Arrows, and Stones, and 
what elſe the Indians could procure. They advanc'd to 
mect him, with the Cazique at their Head, who bid 
Valenzuela be gone, for none of his Indians ſhould po 
with him. Valenxuela making little Account of what 
he faid, calld him Dog, gave other ill Language, 
and fell upon the Indians, who kill'd two 93 and 
having wounded the reſt, put them to flight. Har 
would not purſue, bur ſaid, Be thankful Valenxuela that 1 
do not kill you, go your Way, and come here no more, 
take heed. Yalenzxela return d wounded to St. John 
de la Maguana, but nothing of his Pride abated. It 
was preſently reported about the Ifland that Hari was 
revolted, the Court, which might have eaſily preven- 
ted that Diſturbance by doing Juſtice, order'd ſome 
Men to march to reduce him. Abour ſeventy or 
eighty Men went in Queſt of him, who being tird 
and ſpent with many Days Search after him, at length 
found him in a Wood, where he attack'd them, killd 
ſome, wounded others, and the reſt got off with Shame 
and Vexation. 

Harry's Fame was ſpread through the Iſland, and 
the Report of his Victories, which made many Indi- 
ans flock to him, ſo that he got three hundred Men, 
though at firſt he had not one hundred. He taught 


them how to fight, and would never permit any of 


thoſe 
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thoſe that reſorted to him, to go out to plunder, or 
kill any Spaniard, only aiming to defend himſelf, rho? 


it hapned, that without his Conſent his Indians killd 


two or three Spaniards, that came ſrom the Continent, 
and had fifteen or twenty thouſand Pieces of Eight in 
Gold; and it was believ'd to have been done by ſome 
Gang before they join d him. His Men alſo being 
ſert abroad to diſcover, committed ſome Diforders, 
waich he did not command them to do; nor did 
he puniſh them, leſt they ſhould forſake him, he on- 


p directed them to take their Arms from the Spaniards, 
and let them go, his main Deſign being to get good 
Store of Weapons, in handling whereof his Indiaus be- 
came very dextrous in a ſhort Time, ſo that he got 
= abundance of Arms, at ſeveral Times when Parties were 
ſent againſt him. An Indian would then ſtand to it 

* bravely with a Spaniard, and it was hard to find any 
odds between them, beſides that thoſe Indians, who 
” ran away from their Maſters always endeavour'd to 
carry off ſome of their Arms. He was extraordinary 
= diligent, and watchful in ſecuring. himſelf, keeping 
Guards and Sentinels on the Paſſes through which any 
Enemies could come upon him; and as ſoon as he 
| heard that there were any Spaniards near, he gather'd 
all the Women, Children, ſick and aged Men, and 
ſuch others as were not uſeful in War, and carry d 
them away under a Guard of fifty Men, to ſome Places 
of Security on the Mountains, where he had Land 
| till'd, and Provifions, leaving a Nephew he had, who 
was a Dwarf, but extraordinary brave with his Forces, 
| to oppoſe the Spaniards, whom the Indians fought like 
| Lyons, Then Harry came on freſh, with his fifty 

Mien, and fell on where he thought moſt convenient, 


ind by that means always prov'd victorious, though 
often attack c. OBS, eee IO 

Ir hapned once, that a conſiderable - Number of 
Spaviards being routed, ſeventy of them ran into _ 
CTY rocky 


192 The He STORY of America. 


rocky Caves, to hide themſelves from the Ladians, that 
rſu'd them, who being inform'd of it, brought 
ood to burn them. Harry order'd they ſhould nat 
be burnt, but diſarm'd, and ſent away, and thus they 
got a good Quantity of Spears, Swords, and Croſs. 
Bows, though they could never make uſe of the laſt, 
He always order d that no Spaniard ſhould be kill, 
unleſs it were in Fight, and if, at the Time that Harn 
return'd with his fifty Companions from ſecuring the 
Women and the reſt, the Spariards were not yet come, 
he was ſo watchful as to be the firſt that difcoverd 
them. He always ſlept awhile about Night- fall, and then 
riſing took along with him two Youths, like Efquires 
with two Spears, and two Swords, Which were al. 
ways at the Head of the Hamack where he lay. He 
+ walk'd about his Camp, ſaying his Prayers, and by 
that Means was the firſt that heard the Enemy, and 
awak'd his Men. He likewiſe took Care to have 
Land tilld, and Cottages built in ſeveral Places along 
thoſe Mountains, which extend thirty or forty Leagues 
in Length, by which Means he ſecur d his People that 
were not fit for War, ſometimes in -one Place, and 
ſometimes in another. And having many Dogs to 
hunt the wild Swine, with which he fed his | People, 
they being very numerous, and alſo. abundance of 
Fowl, which he bred, to prevent being; found out by 
the barking of the Dogs, and the crowing of the 
Cocks, he had ſome Houſes. built in a very retir'd 
Place, with only two or three /edians and their Wives, 
to look to thoſe Creatures, he and his Men keeping off 
at a great Diſtance from thence. When he ſent out 
any Indians, being never above four, to Fiſn, or Hunt, 
or upon any other Buſineſs, they were ſure never to find 
him in the ſame Place where they had left him, nor did 
they certainly know where to look for him; which 
he did to the End that if the Spaziards ſhould: happen 
to take them, it might not be in their Power to a. 
| | Where 


* where he was. The Danger was not the ſame when 
he ſent many, becauſe it was no eaſy Matter to take 
them all, fo that he thought ſome one would always eſ- 
3 cape to carry him the News. 


IE Fame of Harry's Victories ſpread all over the | 
4 Iſland, for, AS has been ſaid, the Spaniards never 


marchꝰd againſt him, but they came off with the worſt 
bol it, ſo that they were in a Conſternation, and when 
Nen were commanded out againſt him, many went 
with an ill Will, which occaſion'd this War to laſt 
2 ſeveral Years, it colt the King forty thouſand Ducats, 
and on account of it ſeveral Towns were entirely 
abandon d. A good Religious Man, whoſe Name 
was Father Remigius, being one of the Franciſcan Friers 
that went over from Picardy to Hiſpaniola, and had 
been concern'd in the Education of Harry, offer'd to 
go to diſcourſe, and reduce him, it being ſo difficult 
to do it by Force. He was carry'd aboard a Ship, and 
ſet aſhore, as near as they could gueſs to the Place 
= where Harry was, who being very careful, as ſoon as 
any Ship appear d, to know. where they landed, and 
© ſending out Parties to get Intelligence of it, one of 
Z thoſe Parties came to the Place where the Father had 
been ſer aſhore, and ask'd, Whether he came as a Spy 
from the Spaniards. He anſwer d he did not, but to 
ſpeak with Harry, and deſire he would be his Friend. 
and not skulk about in that forlorn Manner; and that 
he had taken the Trouble upon him, becauſe he lov'd 
them. The Indians having heard him, told him, He 
« ly d, for the Spaniards were wicked, and had always 
« told them Lies, never keeping Faith with them, 
« and that they believ'd he defign'd ro deceive them, 
« 25 the reſt had done, and they had a good Mind to 
„ kill him.” The good Frier was much perplex'd ; 
but Harry having charg'd them, not to kill any Spani- 
ard, unleſs it were in Fight, they forbore; bur took 
off all his Habits to his Tunick, and ſo they left him. 
Vor. II. Coe They 
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They divided the Habit among them, cutting it in Pie. 
ces. He begg'd of them to acquaint Harry, that he 
was one of the Frauciſcan Friers, and defir'd to ſee him, 
pray ig they would take him along with them. Lea- 
ving him there, they acquainted Harry, who immedi- 
ately went to, and made him ſenſible, that he was much 
concern'd at what thoſe Indians had done; begging 
his Pardon, tho' it had been againſt his Conſent, and 
praying he would not be angry ; this being the Method 
of the Indians to comfort thoſe that are under Afflic- 
tion. The Father entreated him to be a Friend to the 


Spaniards, and he ſhould be well us'd for the future. 


He anſwer'd, there was nothing he deſir'd more; but 
that he very well knew what the Spaniards were, and 
that they had kill d his Father, and his Grandfarher, and 
all the Great Men of the Province of Aaragua, and 
having told the Wrongs and Injuries he had receiv'd 
from Valenuela, added, That to avoid being murder'd 


as his Parents had been, he was fled into his Country, 


where he then was; and that neither he nor his did 
Harm to any Body, but only ſtood upon their De- 
fence againſt ſuch as went to enſlave or kill them; and 
thar rather than live as they had done till then in Bon- 
dage, where they ſhould periſh as their Predeceſſors 
had done, he would never more ſee any Spaniard, or 
have' to do with them. The Ship that brought the 
Frier plying up and down in Sight, they made Signals, 
and the Boat coming to the Shore, Harry kiſs d the 
Father's Hand, with Tears in his Eyes, the Seamen 
cover d him with their Cloaks, and returning to Santo 
Damingo, he found another poor Habit there. 


mT 
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| Cortes arrives at St. John de Ulva ; treats 
with the Governour; finds Marina the 
Interpreter; receives two Preſents from 
Motezuma, who bids him depart the 
Country, and he takes Care to ſecure hjs 


_— s Pw * 


Men to himſelf; 


— —  — ————— 


FORT ES departing from Tabaſco, held 

ion his Courſe to the Weſtward, cloſe 
| Ali in with the Land, thoſe who had been 
EY there with John de Grijalva pointing 
5 of 


„and of Banderas, or Colours, the 
White and Green Iſlands, and at length they came to 
he Iſland of Sacrifices, and proceeded to St. John dg 
va, all which Space was call'd Chalchicoeca. Many 
ofe and thick Woods appear d along the Country, as 
lo many Zavanas, gr Plains, Abundance of Peo 
owing themſelyes on the Shore, which ſeem'd to be 
pos d and dangerous, Cortes gave Orders to ſeek out 
me Place where they might come to an Anchor, and 
Ships ride in Safety from the North Wind. The 
Ts adian 
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Indians having been well us d by John de Grijalva, as ſoon 
as they ſpy d the Ships, flock d down in vaſt Numbers 
to the Shore, making Signals for them to draw near, 
but Cortes would not permit any to land that Day. 
Thoſe People, who wiſh'd they would come aſhore, 
perceiving them lye ſtill, ſent two large Canoes, to en- 
quire who they were, and what they wanted, and b 
the Standard flying aboard, the Admiral underſtood tha 
the Commander in Chief was there. Cortes receiv'd 
them with much Satisfaction, all the Spaniards expreſ. 
ſing their Joy, ſhowing them Gold, and by Signs, for 
neither Side underſtood one Word the other faid, ei. 
preſs'd that they would barter for it, if they brought 
any, and would dothem no Wrong. Cortes gave them 
to eat, and Spariſh Wine to drink, which they lik d, 
and ſome blue Beads, and fo they went away well ſ. 
risfy'd. The next Day, being Good- Frida, Cortes or 
der d all the Men, the Artillery, the Horſes, &c. uv 
be landed on a Strand, full of great Heaps of Grav | 
or Sand, where they planted the great Guns, as ws 
thought moſt for their Security. An Altar was erec. 
ed, on which Maſs was ſaid, Barracks, or Huts wer 
ſet up for the Men to lie in, by three and three in ever 
one, the which, and providing for the Horſes, tod 
up that Day. On Saturday, being Eaſter-Eve, abu: 
dance of Indians came down, ſent by a Cazique, wit 
was one of Motezama's Officers, call d Pitalpitie, in 
afterwards Obandillo. They brought Bread, made d 
Indian Wheat, Fowl, Fruit, and other Eatables, 4 
alſo many Pieces of Gold, Fans, Targets, and othe 
coſtly Things made of Feathers, which were purchs( 
for Spaniſh Toys, as Hawks-bells, Knives, and Sciſſo 
with which the Indians thought themſelves rich, an 
that they had cheated the Spaniards; and returning 
ry joyſully to their Towns, carrying the News ils 
more People like the former were come, of whom {6 
fo ſmall a Price as the Gold was, they had " 
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thoſe coſtly Things; whereupon infinite Numbers re- 
ſorted, for there were very large Towns, ſome four, 


| ſome five, and ſome ten Leagues up the Country; but 


they had not yer receiv'd Advice of what had hapned 
at Tabaſco, for had they known it, they would have 
been more reſerv'd. The Indians ſent by Pitalpitoe fate 
ted up Cortes's Hut, and thoſe that were next to it. 
and laid great Pieces of Cloth, or Blankets over them, 
for a Shelter againſt the Sun, which ſhin'd out very 
hot. | 

ON Ef Sat Aotezuma's Chief Governour 
in that Province, whoſe Name was Teuthlille, came to 
the Army, and with him Pitalpitoe, being another 
prime Man, they were follow'd by a confiderable 
Number of Indians, carrying a Preſent of Gold, Fowl 
and other Things. When the Governour had thrice 
made Obey ſance to Cortes in very humble Manner, 


he receiv'd him with much Civility, and having heard 


what he had to ſay, tho il] underſtood, he order'd the 


Altar to be adorn'd in the beſt Manner that could be. 


F. Bartholomew de Olmedo, who had a good Voice, ſung 


| Maſs, the Clergyman John Diaz, and ſome Soldiers 


that could ſing officiating, the Indians attentively ob- 
ſerving all that was done. The Governour and Pitalpi- 
toe din'd with Cortes, who in the beſt Manner he could 
gave them to underſtand whoſe Subjects they were, that 
they were Chriſtians, and that he defir'd to viſit their 
King, in Order to acquaint him with ſome Matters of 
great Moment, which he would be glad to hear, and 
to trade with his Subjects in friendly Manner. Teurb- 
lille anſwer d. « You are but juſt come, and would 


cc E ſpeak to him already ? Receive this Preſent We 


« bring you in his Name, and then you ſhall tell me 
% what you wyll.” Tho' Jerome de Aguilar ſpoke or- 
ly the Language of Tucatan, yet they underſtood one 
another with much Difficulty by Signs, and ſome 
Words. The Governour took out of a Petaca, being 
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in the Nature of a Trunk, many Things curiouſly 
wrought in Gold, and of great Value, and ten Loads 
of white Cloth made of Cotton, and Feathers, all ve- 
ry beautiful to behold, beſides the Fowl, and other 
Proviſions he had preſented. Corres by Sighs return'd 
him many Thanks, and preſented him an Arm Chair 
inlaid, a Shirt well wrought, a Crimſon Cap, and a 
Gold Medal of St. George, beſides abundance of Glaſs 
Beads, and Strings of them of ſeveral Colours, wrapp'd 
up in Cotton, with many Perfumes of Musk, which 
were highly valu'd by the Ivdians, being made up in- 
to Necklaces or Collars, fo that they look'd well. Cor- 


tes never omitting any thing that might gain him Re- 


putation, order'd all his Men to be drawn up, and the 
Musketeers to fire, and the Horſe to skirmiſh, which 
the Judians much admir'd, but above all the Thun- 
der of the Artillery, a Thing fo ſtrange to them. 
Tn Governour Tearhlille had Painters with him, 
who in a ſhort Time on white Cotton Cloths very ex- 
actly painted the Ships, with all their Rigging, the 
Spaniards, with their Arms, and Horſes, the Artillery, 
and the Number of Men, naturally enough, which 
together with Cortes Preſent he ſent away in all Speed 
to Motexuma. This Governour of the Province had 
ſome Troops, not to defend it from Invaſions, or ma- 
ritime Wars, but to keep the Natives in Subjection. 
He took leave of Cortes, and left Pitalpitoe cloſe by, 
with a Number of Women, to make Bread of Indian 
Wheat, and Men to furniſh Cortes, and his principal 
Officers with Fowl, Fiſh, Fruit, and other Proviſi- 
ons; for the reſt,” unleſs they barter d, or went out a 
Fiſhing, had nothing to eat. Tt hapned this Day, that 
one of the Women Slaves given to Cortes at Tabaſco, 
who had fallen to the Share of Alonſo Hernandez Porto 
Carrero, and was afterwards caltd Marina, went to 
talk with thoſe Women that came to make the Bread, 
by which it appear'd that ſhe was skilful in the Meri: 


1 
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can Language, and being alſo acquainted with that of 
Tabaſco, ſhe could very well converſe with Ferome de 
Auilar, which was very plealing to Cortes, in as much 
as it furniſh'd him with the Means to be underſtood 
by the People of that Country. The Mexican Lan- 
gage is univerſal throughout all the Provinces of Neu- 
* Fain, as the Caſtilian is in Spain, and Marina, as ſhe 
* ſaid herſelf, had been ſtolen from her Native Country, 

which was towards Xaliſco, Weſt of Mexico, and ſold 
at Tabaſco. She was ſaid to be of good Parentage, 
and it always appear d by her Behaviour. The [ndians 
of New-Spain being extraordinary quick of Apprehen- 
ſion, Marina and Aguilar ſoon underſtood one ano- 
ther perfectly, which prov'd very advantageous to 
= Cortes. 


* Tus Governour Teuthlille went himſelf to Mexico 
I with the aforeſaid Pictures, and to give an Account of 
what had paſs'd between him and Corres; at the Sight 
= whereof. Motexuma was amaz'd, admiring the Arms, 
the Horſes, the Guns, the Men, and their Habit. 
Being therefore afraid that no Good could come to 
him from a People fo fierce, and fo well furniſh'd, and 
& underſtanding that they covered Gold, he orderd a a 
& Preſent to be pick d out from among his Treaſures, 
which were the greateſt that had ever been known, 
8 conſiſting of ſeveral Things ſo artificially wrought, 
that they exceeded the very Imagination, and appoint- 
ed Teurhlille, with another Mevican great Man to car- 
ry the ſame to Cortes; and it was faid, he had before 
ſent the ſame to John de Gryalva, when he was in thoſe 
Parts, but that he was gone before it came. Monte xu- 
ma now ſent the ſame with all Expedition to Cortes, 
thinking that the Spaniards would be ſatisfy'd, and 
epart his Country immediately; for he order'd Teuth- 
ile, when he had deliver'd the Preſent, in a civil Man- 
er, to bid thoſe Men depart his Country, and return 
0 their own; being aſſur d by his Prophecies and 
; Omens, 
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2 Omens. which ſhall be ſpoken of in their proper Place, 
that his Grandeur and Proſperity would be overthrown 
in a few Years, by a Nation that would bring him 
down, and therefore he liv'd in continual Dread and 
Melancholy. During ſeven Days Teuthlille ſpent in go- 
ing to Mexico and returning, abundance of People re- 
forted from the neighbouring Towns to ſee the Spani- 
ards, carrying ſome little Gold, Indian Wheat, Fowl, 
and other Proviſions, which maintain'd his Soldiers, 
for moſt of them had Beads and other Toys to barter. c 
At length Teuthlille return d with the other Mexican | 
Nobleman, and above an hundred Indians loaded, and : 
having made their Obeyſance, and burnt their Gum { 
Copal in little Fire-pans, the Mexican ſpoke, bidding We a 
Cortes welcome, and then ſpreading Mats, and Cotton „ 
Cloths over them, they laid down a Number of moſt 
curious Jackets, and Pieces of extraordinary fine Cot- 
ton Clochs, interwoven with delicate Feathers of va- 
rious Colours; Targets made of white ſlender Wick- 
er, wrought with Feathers, and Plates of Gold ard 
Silver, and others with much Seed Pearl, of incredible 
Workmanſhip and Beauty; a thin wooden Head- 
Piece, cover d with natural Grains of Gold that had 
not been melted; a Helmet of Plates of Gold, wit 
little Bells hanging at it, and ſome Stones like Emeralds 
fer in it; Plumes of very large Feathers, with Taſſeb 
of Gold hanging at them; Fans made of fine Fes- 
thers, wonderfully wrought with Ornaments of Gold 
and Silver ; Bracelets, and other Ornaments of Gold, 
which they usd in their Wars, fo intermix'd with 
green and yellow Feathers, and red Deer's-Skins wel 
dreſs d, that there is no expreſſing their Curioſity; 
Buskins, or Sandals of Deer's-Skins, ſew'd with Gold 
Thread, and a white and blue Stone for the Sole, very 
thin and of great Value, lin d with Cotton; Looking- 
Glafſes made of Margajita, being a moſt beautiful Me. 
tal, like bright Silver, as big as a Man's Fiſt, an 
ro 
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round as a Ball, ſet in Gold, the which hay ing aſide the 
Value of the Metal, for only their Beauty and Work- 


| manſhip might be ſold at a great Rate, and were fit to 


be preſented to any Prince; many Blankets, and Cur- 
tains for Beds of Cotton, ſo extreamly fine, that they 
look*d richer than if they had been made of Silk, and 
of ſeveral Colours; many Pieces of Gold and Silver ; 
a Gold Collar with above one hundred Emeralds, and 
many more Rubies, or Stones that look'd like them, 
and many little Gold Bells hanging down ; another 


| Collar with many Emeralds, and ſome rich Pearls, 
the Workmanſhip admirable, and other little Pieces 
like Frogs and Inſects; Jewels like Medals great and 
# ſmall; the Workmanſhip whereof was more valuable 


than the Gold or Silver ; Grains of Gold never mel- 


* ted down, as they came out of the Mines, as big as 


large Peas. Beſides all this, he gave two Wheels, the 


one of Gold with the Reſemblance of the Sun wrought ' 
on it, with its Rays, and Foliages, and ſome particular 
Animals, which weigh'd above one hundred Marks; 
the other was of Silver, with the Figure of the Moon, 
| wrought after the ſame Manner as the Sun, weighing 


above fifty Marks, the Thickneſs about the ſame as an 
Half Crown Piece, all ſolid, and in Compaſs about 


| as big as a Cart Wheel. All that faw this ſtood 
| amaz'd at ſuch immenſe Wealth, and it was judg d, 


that the Gold and Silver there was worth twenty= 
five thouſand Caſtellanos, but the Workmanſhip was 
worth much more. | 5 

Wren the Preſent was deliver'd, Teuthlille, and the 
other Gentleman he had brought from Meæico, offering 
Proviſions, with many Compliments, deſir'd Cortes 
to return to his own Country, ſince he wanted for no- 


thing. He having his Expectations rais d by what he 


ſaw, ſaid, he muſt rfeeds ſee the King, and impart to 
him ſome Affairs of the greateſt Moment, and at the 
ſame Time gave the Governour and the other Geatle- 
Vor, II, D d man 
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man ſome Shirts curioufly. wrought, a Silk looſe Coat, 
Cap, and Breeches, Necklaces of Beads of ſeveral Co- Þ 
lours, and ſome other of the beſt Things he had, which 

they receiv'd, but with little SatisfaGtion, becauſe they ÞY 
ſaw no lkehhood of his going away, and they ſent Þ 
them to Mexico. Curtes ſeeing the Multitude of Þ 
People, and the extraordinary Appearances of Wealth, 
which in Realty was incredible, by the Sharpneſs of 
his Wit concluded what a happy Country that was, 
and having always aſpir'd to great Exploits, he refolv'd Þ 
do ſtay there, and becauſe nothing fo much diſturb'd I 
him as the Port, he ſent two of the ſmalleſt Ships in 


his Fleet, to view the Coaſt, the one under the Com- 
mand of Francis de Montejo, and the other under Ned. w 


rick Alvarez Chico, with the Pilots Antony de Alaminos, z 


and John Alvarez. Manquillo. He directed them to fall I. 


ten Days as near the Coaſt as conveniently they could, 


towards Pauuco, having been inform d that a proper Port BY, 
might be found that Way. They proceeded as far as heli 
the great River of Panuco, but could go no farther by 
reaſon of the ſtrong Currents. Being upon their Re- 
turn, there hapned ſo great a Storm, that they expect- c 
ed to have periſh'd, and tho” the ſame abated, their has 
Water fell ſhort, inſomuch that they had like to have ive 
dy'd with Thirſt, and going about to ſupply this 7 

Want, the Gunner, who would have gone aſhore with 


2 Comrade, was drowned, and the other with much 


Difficulty, and ſome Hurts, occaſion d by the Swel- Wire 
ling of the Surges, efcap'd. Another, who attempt- N Kir 


ed to do ſo, return'd much frighred with the 7 1 
Danger. Fhe next Day they heav'd Ropes as far as 
they could, to recover the Man that was aſhore, which 


he. with much Labour took hold of, and was fav'd. Þ 


In the mean time, Roderick Alvarez, Chico, and Francis 
de Mantejo order'd all the Arms to be laſh'd faſt to the 
Planks of the. Ship, to the End that the rowling Sea 
might drive them aſhore, the Storm being renew'd, re- 

7 | * ſolving 
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ſolving to run the Ships on Ground, b*-cauſe they 


the Point of putting the ſame in Execution, the Wind 
came up at North, with heavy Rain, which was a great 
Relief to them, becauſe they gather'd the Water with 
sbeets, and ſome Veſſels, and ſome drank that which 
nn down from the Sails. They kill'd a Tunny-Fiſh, 
having before thrown all the Proviſions overboard, ex- 
4 cept the Bisker, and the North Wind carry'd them that 
Day near to St. ohn de Ulva, when they had been 
twelve Days upon this dangerous Voyage. They lan- 
ded bare- headed, and without Shoes or Stockings, in 
Proceſſion, and walk d fo to an Arbour where the Altar 
was, giving Thanks to God for their Deliverance from 
that Danger. They faid, that about eight or ten 
Lkagues from thence, they had ſeen a Town, which 
book d as if it were fortify'd, calPd Chianhuitælan, and 
ES that cloſe by it there was a Harbour, where the Pilots 
I believ'd the Ships might ride in Safety from the North 


e- [ Six Days after Teurhlille went away to Mexico with 


ir uable Cotton Cloths, Feathers, Gold and Silver, to be 
e {given to Cortes, becauſe he was ſo covetous of thoſe 
Metals, and Orders to preſs him to be gone, ſince he 
th bad been ſo well us d, and if he would not go, they 


1 
| ived the Preſent, and with it his Meſſage from the 
be would go ſee him; the Governour anſwer'd, that 
be ſhould not, for ſuch was his Maſter's Will. Being 
his at Variance, Teuthlille went away, leaving Orders 
pehind him; that all the Vadiant, who were there ſer 
Jing the Spamardi, , ſhould flip away at Night, and 
tor one to ſtay behind. The next Morning all thoſe 
People's Huts were found abandon'd, whereupon Cor- 

began to take other Meaſures for ſtaying. © Being 
5. Dd 2 apprchen- 


were periſhing with Thirſt, When they were upon f 


mould give him no more, but leave him. Teuthlille de- 


King, in very plain Terms. Cortes till inſiſted, thar 
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apprehenſive of being attack d by ſome Army from | 
Motezuma, he order'd all the ſpare Proviſions to be 
carry'd aboard the Ships, that nothing might be loſt Þ 

in a Hurry, and kept himſelf upon his Guard. Ber. 

nal Diaz, del Caſtillo ſtanding Sentinel with another Sol- 

dier, ſaw five Indians coming towards them along the 
Strand, permitted them to draw near, and they looking 
pleaſantly, after paying their Obeyſance, by Signs ask'd 

: to be conducted to the Army. Bernal Diaz, went with 
them, and being brought before Cortes, they ſaluted 
bim in a Language that was not underſtqod, but 
having acquainted Marina that they knew the Mex. 
can Tongue, They wiſh'd Cortes welcome, and tod hi 
him, that the Lord of Zempoala had ſent them w 
know, who they were, for having heard of what had 
been done at Tabaſco, he thought — very brave, and 
that they would have come ſooner, had it not been far 
Fear of thoſe of Cullla, This gave Cortes a Handl 
to enquire, why they were ſhy off, and bore thok 
People ill Will. Having given them ſome Preſents, they 
went away well pleas d, he telling them, that he would 
very ſhortly go ſee their Lore. 
\ PROVISIONS began to fall ſhort, the Cazahi faild 
and grew mouldy, and that Place on the Strand ws 
hot and inconvenient, beſides that, the long-leggi 
Moſquitos, or Gnats, and the ſmall ones, which ar 
worſe, much troubled the Men. Cortes therefore 1. 
foly'd to remove to the Town, Montejo, and the rel 
faid, they had ſeen on the Coaſt, and lye under the 
Shelter of the Rock. Ames Pelaſquess Kindred, 
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Friends, and Partiſans ask d him, why he would ur 
dertake that Voyage without Proviſions, | thirty-fiÞ 
of his Soldiers being ſick, beſides ſome that had ber 
wounded at Tabaſco, and were not quite recover; 
adding, that the Country being fo large and populous 
they would one Day or other riſe in Arms again 


him, for which Reaſon it would he better to retunſ 
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power. Cortes being much offended at this Propoſal, 
anſwer d, that their Advice was not good, ſince they 
had no Reaſon as yet to complain of their Fortune, 
but ought rather to thank God, for having proſper' d 
them till then, and therefore it was proper to be per- 
ſectly inform'd of what the Country afforded, there 


they might contrive to make their Advantage of. 
This ſomewhat quell'd thoſe reſtleſs Spirits, N 


there was always Muttering, and Cabals. Cortes, 
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who had always made it his Buſineſs to ſecure to 


I himſelf that Armament, every Day ſince he departed 
Cuba, had been gaining Friends, and upon this Occa- 


fon apply'd himſelf more induſtriouſly to it, be- 
cauſe he found that Country was ſo rich. To this 
Purpoſe, he propos'd a ſtrange Artifice to thoſe in 
whom he moſt confided, which was to reſign his 


whole Army, by which Means he would nor be 
oblig'd to obey him, or receive any of his Orders, 
wal at the ſame Time not liable to be recall'd by 


— 


to Cuba, that they might come again with a greater 


being Plenty of Proviſions, and other Things, which 
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Commiſſion as Lieutenant to Janes Yelaſquez to the 
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SS RR RR NGN & 
CHAP. III. 

Cortes reſolves to ſettle in New-Spain : 

Found the Colony of Villa Rica; mar- 


cher to Zempoala; hit Reception there, 
and Return to his Ships. 5 


8 8 O carry on his Deſign of ſettling in 
1 > M43 der TORT 1e 
URS; SI} they return d to Cuba, ws” muſt 
* ih |. certainly be undone, becauſe Fares 


ml Fclaſquez would take awa all they 
vj bad 55 and they le all th 
Wealth that Country afforded; and 

being ſenſible that to erect a Colony there, was moſt 

for 5 Advantage, he inculcated the ſame, urging, 
that they ought not to leave thoſe Treaſures to be en- 
joy'd by others. He offer'd, as Commander in Chieſ, 

ro appoint a Council, and other proper Officers for a 

Town, and then they might make Choice of him in 

the King's Name. PYelaſqnez's Friends being very nu- 

merous, this could not be done fo privately but that 
they heard of it, who therefore plainly told him, that 
he ſhould not deal ünderhand; bùt embark, ſince there 
were no Proviſions for a Colony. He anſwer'd very 
ſedately, that he would, and did not deſign to act con- 
trary to James Velaſquex's Inſtructions, and according- 
ly the next Day causd Proclamation to be made for 
every Man to embark aboard the ſame Ship in which he 


came. Thoſe who were of his Party, being all agreed 
among 
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18 themſelves, anſwer d, that it was not well done 


to impoſe upon them, ſince he had given it our at Ca- 


ba, that he was going to ſettle and trade, and therefore 
they requir d him to ere a Colony, becauſe it would 
be for the Scrvies of God and the King. Theſe and 
ſuch like Arguments being usd, Cortes, giving leave to 
ſuch as deſir'd it to return to Cuba, accepted of what 
he ſo earneſtly deſir d with much Entreaty, and upon 
Condition that they ſhould appoint him Captain Ge- 
vera,, and Chief Fuſtice, and allow him a fifth of all 
the Gold that ſhould be gain'd, after deducting that 
which was the King's due. He choſe his greateſt Con- 
= fidents Officers, or Magiſtrates. The two Alcaldes 
were Alonſo Hernandez Puerto Carrers, and Francis de 
Aonte jo; the Regidores Alonſo de Avila, Alonſo and 
= Peter de Alvarado, and Gonzalo de Sandoval, &c. He 
gave the Alcaldes Wands, and put them in Poſſeſſion 
ol their Places with the uſual Ceremonies, and cad 
the new Town Villa Rica de la vera Cruz, that is, The 
rich Town of the true Croſs, the firſt Part on Account 
of the Wealth they had found, and the latter becauſe 
they landed there on Good Friday, When this was 
done, and all the Officers aſſembled, Cortes came in, 
and taking of his Cap, ſaid, They well knew he had 
been appointed by James Velaſquex, Governour of Cu- 
ba, to command that Fleet, in order to trade in that 
Country, which had been diſcover d by John de Gri- 
„alia, and that believing Velaſquex had not a ſufficient 
Power to-authorize him, he tor ever reſign'd the Poſt 
u of Captain General to thoſe Gentlemen, Alcaldes, and 
Regidores there preſent, and deſiſted from it, to the 
End that they, in the King's Name, might conſer the 
ame on the Perſon they ſhould: think moſt proper, 
till his Majeſty ſhould otherwiſe decree, and he de- 
manded of the Notary to give him a ſolemn Teſtimo- 
nal of the fame. The Alcaldes ſaid, they heard him, 
and he ſhould withdraw, to the End that they * 
_ e 
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be at Liberty to ordain as ſhould be for the King's 4 
Service, and the Benefit of that Corporation. When 
Cortes was withdrawn, they took into Confideration, . 
not the Choice, for that they had before agreed on, 

but the Manner of it, and concluded, that they ſhould Þ 
aſſemble the Inhabitants, to whom one of the Alcaldes Þ 
notify'd the Renunciation made by Cortes, and the 
Reaſons that had induc'd him to it, and that all the 
Magiſtrates were of the Mind not to change their Ge. 


neral, and Chief Juſtice, becauſe of the Experience; 


they had of Cortes's Wiſdom, his Generofity, and 
Affability, and how well he had treated all Men; 
and becauſe it was very dangerous to with hin 
they knew ſo well, for another, who they knew not 
how he might govern, eſpecially conſidering he hal 


all the Qualifications for that Poſt, and therefore, tha 


the Election might be the more valid, it was conveni· 
ent that they ſhould give their Conſent. Thoſe wo 
had been before ſecur d to this Effect, to avoid being 
prevented by any others, cry'd out, Cortes, Cortes, ſay- 
ing he was the proper Perſon, and therefore he and nM 
other ſhould be choſen. The next Morning the Coun 
cil went to wait upon Cortes, who, as if he had known 
nothing of the Matter, ask d, What was their Ple We 
ſure ? One of the Alcaldes told him what the Cound 
had decreed, with the Approbation of the People; and 
that they were therefore come to require, and in Caſe 
it were neceſſary, to command him to accept of th 
Poſt of Caprain-General, and Chief Juſtice, till the 
King ſhould otherwiſe ordain, becauſe it was expedient 
for his Majeſty's Service and the good of the People. 
Cortes thank'd them for their Kindneſs, and conſented Þ 
to accept of the Poſt, ſince they declar'd it was e. 


RI |... | 
Ar that were of the Party of James Velaſques 
rail'd bitterly at this Choice, and particularly the Cap- 


tains John Velaſquez de Leon, James de Ordas, my | 
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de Morla, Eſcobar, F. John Diax, and others of the 
prime Men, as well as of all Ranks, declaring, that 
this Action was a Piece of Treachery againſt Fames Ve- 
laſqueæ, and directly contrary to the Inſtructions he 
had given, Cortes finding the Diſturbance increaſe, 
with much Muttering and Cabals, caus d John Yelaſ- 
quez., Fames de Ordas, and five more to be apprehended, 
ſent aboard his own and kept in ſafe Cuſtody, 
tho' with good Uſage, his Friends continually tempt- 

ing them with fair Offers. The Scarcity of Proviſi- 
ons increaſing, he order'd Peter de Alvarado, his Con- 


dent, to march up the Country with one hundred 


Men, to ſome Towns that were not far off, to obſerve 
what- he could, and endeavour to-bring Proviſions. 
Mot of the Soldiers ſo ſent were of Yelaſquez's Party, 
it being thought. convenient to part them under this 
Colour, and at the fame Time to pleaſe them, by go- 
ing where they might eat, and make much of them- 


F ſelves. Alvarado went to certain Towns ſubject to one 
 call'd Coraſta, being of the Culua or Mexican Dialect. 


He found them ahandon'd, and Men and Boys facri- 
ficd in the Temples with their Flint Knives, their Arms 
and Legs cut off, and carry'd away as was ſuppos'd to 


eat them, which ſtruck the Spaniards with Horror and 


Amazement ; this being the firſt Time they were fo 
fully convinc'd of the moſt cruel and beaſtly Cuſtom 


: of eating human Fleſh; for rho they had heard ſome- 
thing of it before, nothing had been ſo convincing as 


this, nor did they think that the Practice had been ſo 
univerſal among the Indians, nor look d upon as holy. 
Having loaded the Soldiers with IJadian Wheat, Fow), - 
and Kidney-Beans, without doing any other Harm, 
becauſe Cortes had charg*d Alvarado not to do as had been 


done at Cozwmel, he return'd to the Camp, where 


Proviſions being ſcarce, this Supply was very wel- 
come. | | | | 


Vox. II. Ee Cortes 
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Cortes being ſubtle, omitted no Opportunity of 
bringing over to his Party all the Friends of James Ye. Þ 
laſquex, either by fair Words, or Gifts, ſome ſuffici- Þ 
ent Mediators interpoſing. He diſmiſs'd all the Prifo- Þ 
ners, except John Velaſquez and James de Ordas, who, 
finding no other Remedy, becauſe Cortes eftabliſh'd Þ 
himſelf by Courteſy and good Behaviour, at length 
ſuffer d themſelves to be won, and became ſome of his 
beſt Friends. The Diſturbance being quell'd at that 
Time, becauſe he publickly declar'd, that he would 
refuſe Leave to none that defir'd to return to Cuba, he 
reſolv'd to go to the fortify'd Town call'd Chianhuit. 
lan, and that the Ships ſhould reſort to the Rock and I 
Pott that was oppoſite to the ſaid Town, being about 
a League diſtant. The Soldiers marching along the 
Coaſt came to a River, on which the Town of Yera 
Crux is now ſeated. They crofs'd it in ſome broken 
Canoes aud Floats, becauſe it was then deep, and on the 
other Side ſaw ſome Towns ſubject to Zempoala, the Place 
the five /ndians came from, who had ſpoke to Cortes on 
the Strand. They there found ſome ſmall Places of 
Worſhip, with the Idols, and Utenſils for ſacrificing, 
Blood ſpilt, Fire-Pans to burn Perfumes, and many Pa- 
per Books, which they had there folded up like Cloths, 
and the Inhabitants were fled for Fear. The Spaniards 
lay there that Night without any Supper. The next 
Day, they march d up the Country Weſtward, leaving 
the Coaſt, and without knowing any Thing of the Way, 
came into ſome good Meadows, which they call Za 
banas, where Deer were feeding. Peter de Alvarado 
rode aſter one, upon a good Sorrel Mare, and tho? he 
wounded him with his Spear, he got into a Wood, Þ 
and could not be taken. The Indiaus, who were a- 
larm'd at this Novelty, and very diligent in carry ing 


Intelligence, had now given Notice to the Lord of 
Zempoala, that the Spaniards were in the Country. He 


tent twelve Men of thoſe that belong d to the 1 | 
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and Places of Worſhip before-mention'd, to deſire 
| Cortes to go to his Town, which was one Sun, or 
Day's Journey from thence. They brought him Bread 
made of Indian Wheat, and Fowls. Having return'd 
Thanks, they advanc'd, and lay in another little Town, 1 
where they gave them ſome Supper; and here as well as 1 
in all the reſt they found Men ſacrific' d. They were 4 
alſo inform'd here, that the Way to Chianhuitzlan, 
whither they were going, was through Zempoala, 
whereof Cortes ſent Advice to the Lord by ſix of the 
Indians, and kept the other fix for his Guides, The Men 
march'd with their Arms in Readineſs, and in good 
Order, having the Artillery in the moſt convenien: 
= Part, which was drawn by Indians of Cuba, and the 
= Blacks they had, aſſiſted by the Soldiers, Scouts going 
before to prevent any Surprize. When they were 
& within a League of Zempoala, twenty of the prime [z- 
dians came out from the Lord, to compliment Cortes, 
having Noſegays of Roſes in their Hands, which they 
preſented in moſt affectionate and humble Manner to 
Cortes, and the reſt of the Horſemen; telling him, 
thar their Lord expected him in his Houſe, and came 
not our to meet him, becauſe he was fat and unweildy. 
„The Spaniards entering the Town, found it fo large 
and delightful, the Houſes built with Lime and Stone, 
xt and ſo many People in the Streets coming out to ſee 
them, that they confirm'd the Name Jahn de Grijalva 
% had given that Country of New-Spain, and prais d 
Za- God for having diſcover'd the ſame. Zempoala was a 
ao Rt very large Town, with ſtately Buildings, of good 
he Timber Work, and every Houſe had a Garden with 
od, Water, {6 that it look'd like a Terreſtrial Paradiſe, by 
- {reaſon of the ſeveral Sorts of excellent Fruit, both for 
ing Summer and Winter, The Situation was in a Plain, 
| of between two Rivers. The Land is fruitful, and well 
He enclosd; much of it plain, with good Paſture, and 
uſes al Sorts of Game, and the Mountain is near at Hand, 
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A Market was kept every Day of all Things that were 
ſaleable, fome Perſons attending to ſee Juſtice done. 
They liv'd politely, and all paid much Reſpect to their 
Lord, and went not naked like the Jadiaus in the Iſlands. 
The Town of Z mpoala was, where neareſt, a League 
and a half from the Sea, The Scouts advancing 2 
horſeback, came to the great Square, and Courts, where 
the prime Houſes were, which having been lately new 
plaiſter d over, were very bright, the Indians being ex- 
traordinary expert at that Work, and one of thoſe Ha. 


niards fancying it had been all Silver, gallopp'd back 


full Speed to tell Cortes that he had ſeen Silver Walls; 
but the Miſtake was ſoon found out, and the Perſon 
that brought the News much laugh'd at. The Native 


were aſtoniſh'd at the Sight of the Horſes, the Guns 


and fuch ſtrange Men. Among them were many La. 


dies, attended by their Maids, and all expreſs'd their 
Admiration; but the Spaziards ſtill advancing, the I 


dians began to come in among them without any Fer, 
giving them Boughs, and Flowers, and they gave Corts 
a Noſegay very artificially made, threw about his Nec 


a curious String of Flowers, and a Garland of then 


on his Helmet. When they came to the Palace, they 


ſound ir enclos d with a great Wall, cover d with th 


fineſt glittering Lime, which ſhining in the Sun, mad 
the Man before ſpoken of fancy it had been Silve. 
The Lord came out, attended by antient Men, tw 
Perſons of Note ſupporting him by the Arms, be 
cauſe it was the Cuſtom among them to come our i 
that Manner, when one great Man receiv'd anothe! 
This Meeting was with much Courteſy, and abun 
dance of Compliments, and People were already 2 
pointed to find the Spaniards Quarters, and furniſh Pro 
viſions. When the Lord had taken his Leave of (u. 
tes, the Quarters were ſettled in the Court of the gret 
Temple, which held them all, becauſe there were ſpac 
ous Halls and Rooms. Cortes gave Orders that . 
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Man ſhould go out from thence without Leave, thar 
he might be in better Readineſs, and to prevent any In- 
ſolencies the Soldiers might commit. There was a 
Corps de Guard, Sentinels, the Artillery, properly diſ- 
pos'd, the Horſes always in a Readineſs, and the Indians 
furniſh'd all the Proviſions for the Men, and Graſs 
and Indian Wheat for the Horſes. Some having reſpect 
to the Largeneſs, and Beauty of the Place, call'd it Se- 
vil; and others on Account of its Plenty and De- 
ligktfulneſs gave it the Name of Hillavicioſa. 

Tux next Day the Lord went to viſit Corres, preſen- 
ted him Pieces of Gold, Cotton Cloths, and Curio- 
ſities of Gold and Feathers wrought together, in all 
worth about two thouſand Ducats, and bid him take 
his Reſt and be merry, as if he were in his own Houſe. 
Cortes anſwer'd in very loving and courteous Manner, 
for he was excellently qualify d in all Reſpects, re- 
turning Thanks for his Entertainment, and gave him 
ſome of the Spaniſh Commodities he had, which were 
very acceptable, and highly valu'd. The Lord in his 
Return Home, bid a Spaziſh Gentleman that was to 
wait on him, to give Notice of any thing that was 
wanting, and all ſhould be ſupply'd. Cortes ſpent ſome 
Days at Zempoala, receiving and returning Preſents, 
and refreſhing his Men, and ar the ſame Time enquiring 
by Means of Marina, about the Item the five Indians 
of Zempoala had given him on the Strand of their be- 
ing difſatisfy'd with Motexuma. The Governour 
Teuthlille, and his Companion, who had ever ſince they 
departed from Cortes obſerv'd all his Motions, continu- 
ally ſending freſh Advices thereof to Motexuma, were 
much ſurpriz'd, when they heard, that he was gone to 
Zempoala, and had been receiv'd there in friendly Man- 
ner. Cortes at the ſame Time thinking it expedient 
to be better aſſur d of what he was about, ſent to ac- 
quaint the Lord of Zempoala, that if he pleas'd, he 
Vould go pay him a Viſit in his own Houſe, who =4 | 
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{wer'd, he would take it as a Favour. He went with 
fifty Men, and they two fitting down in a large Hal, 
on two little Stools, each made of one Piece of Wood, 


as is uſual among thoſe Indians, having diſmiſs'd the 


Company, they ſpent ſome Time in Queſtions and 


Anſwers, with the Help of the Interpreters, who be. 


gan now to underſtand one another better. Cortes then 
zave him an Account of the Occaſion of his Coming, 
who the great King was that ſent him, and that the 
chief Motive for ſending him was to convince thoſe 
Nations of the Error they liv'd in, adoring the Devi, 
whereas all Honour in Heaven and. upon Earth, 
was only due to one God, the Creator of il 
Things. | 

Tux Lord of Zempoala liſtned with Attention to 
all that Cortes ſaid, and anſwer'd, © That their God 
« were good, and as ſuch had been worſhipp'd by hi 
cc Fore-fathers; that as for the Grandeur of the King 
c who had ſent him, Aforezuma was alſo very gre, i 


cc to whom all that Country, and Mountains call 


cc N which reach d almoſt as far as Pauuco had 
ce been ſubject for ſome Years paſt, and that ſome of 
« thoſe Towns having offer'd ro defend themſelves MW 


„ againſt the Kings of Aexico, they had been reduc 


« into greater Servitude, being ſo cruel in War, that 
<« they did not keep their Priſoners as Slaves, but fx 
« crificd them to the God of Victory, and did eat 
ce them on their Feſtivals, in Contempt of the con- 
ce quered; for which Reaſon they were all very ſub- 


ec miſſive and oppreſs d, ſuffering intollerable Vexations I 


« from the extraordinary Taxes they paid, and becauſe 
cc of the Inſolency of the Afexican Miniſters, which 
«© might convince him of his Inclination to be ſubject 
cc to that great King he ſpoke of; but that the Kings 
ce of Mexico being Confederates with the Lords of 
& Texcuco and Tlacopan, their Power was irreſiſtible, 
te belides the incredible Strepgth of the vaſt City of 


cc Me vit 
4 Ae wit 


C Mexico, not only in regard of its Situation, but alſo 
« of the immenſe Multitude of its Inhabitants, all of 
« them train'd in Martial Affairs by their continual 
Wars with the People of Tlaſcala, Guaxocingo, and 
« Cholula. It was thought that this Declaration was 
not defign'd by the Lord of Zempoala, but that Cortes 
being a Man of wonderful Wit and Sagacity, and ha- 
ving perceiv'd how uneaſy all the Country was on Ac- 
count of its Servitude to Motex uma, and the Vexati- 
ons they receiv'd from his Miniſters, he had propos d 
to deliver him from that Subjection, and offer d his 
Aſſiſtance; and that the Deſire of Liberty being na- 
© cural to all Men, and the Opinion conceiv'd of the 
Saniſb Valour ſo great, on Account of what had hap- 


to ned at Tabaſco, and the Strangeneſs of their Perſons, 
6 WE Horſes, and Arms, the Cazique eaſily inclin'd to admit 
his of his Succour, which gave great Satisfaction to Cortes, 
ing s conducing to the carrying on of his Deſigns. He 
eat, WS comforted the Lord of Zempoala, encourag'd, and 


Epromis'd he would very ſpeedily ſet him at Liberty, 


nal and revenge the Wrongs done him; but that he muſt 


of Woo ſee his Ships, and then they would treat more ful- 
Ivs ly. He took his Leave, aſſuring them that he would 
1cd Wlpeedily return. That Lord made him a Preſent of 
that twenty Maids, all of them Daughters of prime Men, 

and among them ſaid one was his Niece, who had Sub- 
Hects of b own, as a Token of ſincere Friendſhip 
gand Alliance. He accepted of the Preſent in very at- 


and ſet out with thoſe Maidens, and many Women 
Pervants that attended them, towards his Ships, having 
kd for ſome Men to carry Burdens, whom they 
all Tamemes, Jerome de Aguilar, and Marina telling 
bim, that it was the Cuſtom of that Country for the 
Lords to find Men to carry Burdens for their Gueſts, 


bpaziards, and enabled them to take more * 
an 
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fectionate Manner, for Fear of diſobli ing the Giver, 


Ir Embaſſadors ; and theſe were a great Eaſe to the 
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and accordingly from that Time forward they always 


demanded Men to carry their Burdens. 


e de 


CH AF I. 


Cortes confederates with the Lords of 
Zempoala, and Chianhuitzlan ; ſeizes 
Motezuma's Officers ; relieves the Toto- 
naques ; founds the Colony of Villa Ri- 
ca; all New-Spain in à great Conſterna- 
tion; he aboliſhes Idolatry; ſends Me: 
ſengers to the Rings; and deſtroys hit 
Ships. 751 


FS ORTES finding all Things to anſwer his 
5| Expectation, ſer out from Zempoala for Chi 
> anhuitælan, obſerving ſuch ſtrict Diſcipline, 

that becauſe a Soldier, whoſe Name wa 
Ferdinand Alonſo de Villanueva ſtepp'd out of his Rank, 
Captain Alonſo de Avila gave him ſuch a Stroke on the 
Arm with his Spear, that he was ever after lame. They 
march'd into the Town without meeting any living 
Creature; till they came into the Market-Place, where 
were fifteen Men, who came up to Cortes, and paid 
their Obeyſance, perfuming him with the Smoak of 
Gum Anime burnt in their little Fire-Pans. They 
bid him welcome, and begg'd Pardon for not going 
out to receive him, becauſe the People were fled, till 
they could know what they were to > Cortes behavd 
himſelf very lovingly, gave them good Words, and 
; %% Oe 
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ſome ſmall Gifts, and at Night all the Inhabitants were 

in the Town, with conſiderable Preſent of Fowls and 
read. At this Time Advice was brought that the 
Lord of Zempoala was coming on a Bier carry'd by 
many Indians. He and the Lord of Chianhuitzlan, 
with Tears in their Eyes, complain'd to Cortes of the 

| Wrongs done them by Morex uma; ſaying, he exacted 
heavy Taxes; took away their Sons to ſerve him in his 


Palace, and to ſacrifice them, and that his Officers 


| forc'd away theirs and their Subjects Wives and Daugh- 


ters, and raviſh'd them, adding many more Injuries of- 


s ferd to all thoſe Towns of the Totonaque Language, 
being about thirty in Number, declaring that they 
© liv d in moſt miſerable Servitude, without the leaſt 
- WW Glimpſe of Liberty. Cortes kindly offer'd to deliver 


. them from that Oppreſſion, with which they were 


Well fatisfy'd, tho' they ſtill expreſsd how much the 
ſ: * y p y 


{ ſhould be inform'd that they had receiv'd and enter- 
| tain'd the Spaniards. 

WHriLsT they were diſcourſing of theſe Affairs, 
1 ſome Indians of the Town came in very haſtily, with 
1 Advice that Moteæ uma s Tax-gatherers were coming, 


| which put the two Caziques into ſuch a Fright, that 
"Wh they left Cortes alone, and ki - 

they left Cortes alone, and went away quaking to re 
1 ceive them, thoſe Men paſſing along the Market - Place 
* where Cortes was, with much State and Haughtineſs, 


be) I hore thick Rods in their Hands, like thoſe us'd by the 
8. Alguaziles in the Kingdom of Aragon, and Fans, which 
8 1 I vie not allow'd to any but great Perſons. They had 


Lodgings provided, and their Meat and all other Ne- 
ceſſaries ſerv d up in moſt ſplendid Manner. They 
reprov'd the Caziques for having entertain'd the Stran- 
gers, without the King's Leave, demanding twenty In- 


paſt the Gods for that great Sin they had been gully 
| Vor. Il, _ 5 A | 01. 


-- 
-- 


| dreaded the Effects of Aotezuma's Anger, when he 


attended by many of the Prime Men. Five of them had 


diaz Men and Women to be facrific'd, in order to ap- 
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of. Cortes obſerving the great Diſturbance there was, A. 
enquird of Marina, what it meant, and being infornrd, Þ 
ſent for the Lord of Zempoala, ask'd of him, what 
Men thoſe were he made ſo much of. He anſwer d 
they were Motec uma s Tax-gatherers, who enquird BY be 
why they had-entertain'd the Spaniards, and demanded BMI , . 
twenty Perſons to be ſacrific d, that the Gods might | * 


make them victorious over the Strangers. Cortes told Th 


them, That the King his Maſter had ſent him to reliee : 
the oppreſs'd, and to abolifh thoſe Sacrifices, and ſhed. BF 
ding of human Blood; and therefore ſince thoſe Off. 10 
cers came upon that Account, they ſhould immediately 

ſecure them; at which the Caziques were aſtoniſh1] 7 
thinking it an unheard of Preſumprion ſo to do, and 
durſt not go about it; however Cortes inſiſting on ih tha 
they bound them to long Poles, put Collars about ther I he 
Necks, and becauſe one of them reſiſted they beat him. 


Cortes order'd thoſe Lords not to pay any more Tribut in 
to Motexuma, nor obey his Commands, and to caut We 05 
the ſame to be proclaim' d in all the Towns of ther Nane 
Friends and Allies, and to let him know whether ther Nye. 
were any more Tax-gatherers in any of them, and hand 
would cauſe them to be ſecur d. The Fame here dor 


flew through the whole Country, where all Men wer 
aſtoniſn'd at ſuch unuſual Proceedings. The two C 
ziques being encourag'd by Cortes, were for facrificing WF; i, 
the Priſoners, which he would not permit, but cau co 
them to be kept in a particular Room, under a Guard rh. 
of Spgriagds., At Midnight he order'd two of thi 
Priſoners to be brought before him, ſo as that the Is 
dians of thoſe Parts might know nothing of it. The hun 
Interpreters ask d them, who they were, whence they 
came, and why they were confin'd. They anſwer's, 
that the Caziques of Zempoala and Chianhnitzlan had 
ſeiz d them by Encouragement from him and his Peo- 
ple. Cortes ſaid, he knew nothing, and was very ſorry 
for it, made much of, and bid them go tell their = 
| +11 -: 
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ſter Motezuma, that he and his Men were his Servants 


and Friends, and that he had diſmiſs'd them, and check d 
the Caziques by whom they had been impriſon'd, and 


0 vould order the other three that were ſtill in Cuſtody to 
be diſcharg d, but that they muſt be gone immediately 
d beſore any Diſcovery was made. They anſwer'd, That 
. they muſt of Neceſſity go through the Country of the 


¶ Totonaques, who would kill them, to prevent their go- 
ing to Mevico, whereupon he order'd them to be car- 
wd in a Boat beyond the Limits of Zempoala. In 
dhe Morning, when the dias miſsd the two Priſon- 
er, they would have facrific'd the other three that re- 
min'd, had not Cortes hinder d them, pretending to 
de very angry, becauſe the two were gone, and ſaid, 
chat ſigce they had given ſuch an ill Account of them, 
zer he would ſecure the other three, ordering them to be 
caary'd in Fetters aboard the Ships, where they had them 
ur BE immediately taken off, and were told, they ſhould be 
ſoon ſet at Liberty, which was very pleaſing to them, 
and advis'd Cortes not to truſt thoſe Zempoalans, who 
her were barbarous, mountaineers , revengeful Rebels, 
dhe jand lovd to put their Maſter to trouble, as they had 
done at other Times. Cortes had them brought before 
him from aboard the Ship, arſd told them, He was ſor- 
ry for the Diſreſpect ſnow'd to their Maſter, whoſe 


cn; Friendſhip he was ambitious of, and that as ſoon as their 
aus [Companions return'd, he would ſet them at Liberty. 
_ The Toronaque Indians of that Province taking this Mat- 
the 


ter into Conſideration, condemning the Diſreſpect 


e 1 Whow'd to Morex uma, advis d to beg his Pardon in 
Tix Whumble Manner, laying all the Blame of what had hap- 
they ed on the Spaniards, for that they ought not to deſ- 
ver d Npeir of his Clemency. Others ſaid, it was better to 
75 die in Defenct of their Liberty, than live under ſuch 


dlavery, or to expect Mercy from a King, who laid 
ſom uch heavy Burdens upon them, but that on the con- 
Ma- ay they ſhould make Uſe of the Favour of thoſe 
ter Dk F 2 Gods, 


f . : ; 
220 The HisTory of America. 


' Gods, for ſo they call'd the Spaniards, to proceed in 
what they had undertaken, and aſſert their Liberty, 


Aotezuma's Tyranny was fo great, that this Opinion 


prevail'd, and they reſolv'd to pray Cortes to aſſiſt them, 
offering to die in his Service. 5 
Cortes was highly pleas d to ſee his Enterprize ſo 
well advanc'd; yet he modeſtly anſwer'd the Lord of 
Zempoala, and others, that they ſhould ſeriouſly conſi- 
der what they did, becauſe Motex uma was a potent 
Prince, but ſtill, if they would ſtand by what they 
ſaid, he would be their Leader, ſince it was but reaſo- 


nable to defend his Friends, and love thoſe that lovd 


him, and therefore they muſt truly tell him, what Men 
could be had, and what Allies they thought would 
ſtand by them. They anſwer d, that when once the 
War was proclaim'd, and it was known that tho: 
Gods protected them, one hundred thouſand Men 
would take up Arms. He reply'd, that tho he ſtood 
not in need of their Help, it would be proper neverthe- 
leſs ro warn them to be in a Readineſs, to the End 
that in caſe the King hapned to ſend any Forces, they 
might not be ſurpriz d, and if they wanted Aid they 
might give him timely Notice. This was fo great an 
Encouragement, that tho* they much dreaded Motex umi 
being naturally of a haughty Temper, they grew bold, 
and ſent Word through all that Country, that if the 
Mexicans began the War, they ſhould give them No- 
tice, and they would relieve them. All the Moun- 
tain Country took heart, and rejoyc'd, looking on it x 
a wonderful Providence that they ſhould be ſuccour'd 
by thoſe. who they judg'd by their Omens and Pre- 
dictions were to deſtroy them. The Alliance was im- 
mediately proclaim'd ; they promis d Submiſſion to the 
Crown of Spain, and thus Cortes promoted his Deſigns; 
and to the End that Motexuma might not think the 
Rebellion of the Totonaques had been his Contrivanct, 
he, with the Conſent of the Lords of Chianhuitalu, 


. + order 


—_— ] ¾⅛— mͤ⁵Töi f i ] 7 ˙7.̃ ĩOWům wa oe ; W II I Eon 


The H 1sToRy of America. 221 


order'd that the three Mexican Priſoners ſhould be ſet 
at Liberty, and bid them tell the King, That tho' his 
Governour Teuthlille, had with-held his Proviſions, and 
ſhow'd Tokens of Enmity, he ſtill deſir d to ſerve 
him, and to communicate ſome Affairs that were for his 
Service. 

Taz Arrival of ſuch ſtrange People was known 
throughout all the Country, which occaſion'd much 
Fright and Diſorder ; not for Fear of loſing their Lands, 
but becauſe they thought the World was drawing to 


an End, and all human Race was to periſh; and the 


moſt powerful Men ſought out in the Mountains for 
Places of Safety to ſecure themſelves againſt the Anger 
of the Gods, till their Wrath was appeas'd. They 
| faid, the Omens and Tokens they had ſeen were in- 
* tended to make them- amend, becauſe thoſe Tokens 
could denote nothing leſs than the End of the World, 
and therefore the People in general were very melancho- 


* ly. The Mexican Government immediately conſulted 


heir Oracles, to know whether the Spaniards were 
Gods, and by the King's Advice, ſent for a moreparti- 
cular Account of them, tho' by Means of his Sorce- 
| ries he well knew that they were human Creatures, and 
had all the Affections of Men. They were much 
| aſtoniſh'd at the Sight of a Croſs-Bow and Sword that 
| were carry'd to Motexuma, and much more to hear, 
that they had with them a Woman, like a Goddeſs, 
meaning Marina, by whoſe Means they underſtood the 
Natives; and being told, that in ſome little Towns 
they had caſt down the Idols, they ſaid, if they had 
been Brothers to the Gods they would not miſuſe them, 
and therefore they muſt be ſome beaſtly People, and 
the Gods would requite them. Theſe, and ſuch like 
Diſcourſes were frequent among them, as being almoſt 
beſide themſelves, for in reality, the Prodigies that had 
been ſeen among them, which ſhall be ſpoken of in the 
proper Place, were dreadful. On the other HG 
| | me 
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ſome faid, they mult needs be Gods, becauſe they rode 
upon ſtrange Creatures that had never been ſeen before, 


They admir'd at their Coming without any Women, 


except only that Melinche, ſo they call'd Marina, and 
that it was by the Help of the Gods that ſhe under- 
ſtood the Mexican Tongue, becauſe being a Stranger, 
ſhe could not know it any other Way. They ask'd 
how it was poſſible that any human Strength could ma- 
nage that Sword and Croſs-Bow. Thus they made 
their Reflections upon all Particulars, for tho the ſmall 


Number of the Spaniards did not daunt them, yet they | 0 
were amaz d at their Boldneſs in offering to go to Mexi. 


co, beſides other Circumſtances which they admir'd. 
In the mean time Cortes made it his Buſineſs to be in- 
form'd in all Points relating to the Country. 


TRE Alliance before- mention d being concluded, 


Cortes, with the Advice of the Magiſtrates and Com- 
manders, thought fit to build the Town of Villa Rica de 
la vera Crux, on a Plain about half a League from the 
Town of Chianhuitxlan, which was in the Nature of 
a Fortreſs. They mark'd out a Church, Town-Houſe, 


Market-Place, Arſenal, Magazines, and Plats for the 


private Houſes, all near good Rivers, and Paſture. 
Orders were alſo given for building out of Hand a 
ſtrong Houſe, or Caſtle, to be made Uſe of upon 
Occaſion of any Emergency in War, to defend them- 
ſelves in Caſe of Need, and to receive Succours. All 
was carry'd on with rhe utmoſt Diligence, none from 
the higheſt to the loweſt being exempted from the 
Work, for as much as it concern'd the Safety of them 
all. As ſoon as Motexuma was inform'd of the Im- 
priſonment of his Tax-Gatherers, and the Rebellion 
of the Totonaques, looking upon it as the higheſt Af- 
front to his Majeſty, he order'd a mighty Army to 


be raisd to chaſtiſe the fame ; but the two Priſoners ar- 


riving, and telling how they had been ſet at Liberty 
by Cortes, and delivering the Meſſage he had given 
ma; 


„% A fumes as FLY 1 "TY Kt, 5 big 


S. S. > -— - „ 


The History of America, 223 
them, he was appeas'd, and ſent two Youths, his Ne- 


phews, attended by four antient Noblemen, with a great 


preſent of Cotton Cloths, and Gold, ordering them to 
return Thanks to Cortes, for having ſet his Servants at 


Liberty, and at the ſame Time to expreſs how much he 


reſented the Revolt of thoſe Towns, under the Pro- 


| tection of the Spaniards, in Reſpect to whom, believin 


them to be the ſame his Forefathars had ſaid ſhoul 

come into his Dominions, and that they were of his 
own Lineage, he did not ſend to deſtroy thoſe Rebels, 
becauſe they were in their Houſes ; but that they 
ſhould have Time to repent them of their Diſreſ > 
Cortes receiv'd the Preſent, which was worth two thou- 
ſand Pieces of Eight, and faid, he and all his Brethren 
were very much the King's Servants, tho' he was con- 
cern'd at the ill Behaviour of the King's Miniſters to- 
wards them, in forſaking them, and cutting off their 
Proviſions, without any Cauſe, or ſo much as takinę 

their Leave; which he did not think could be done 
by Order of ſo great a Prince; that the Want of Pro- 
viſions had oblig'd them to repair to thoſe Towns, 
where they had been well receivd, and therefore he 
entreated him to forgive them, and not to be offended 
at their forbearing to pay him the Tribute, becauſe 
they could not ſerve two Maſters; and ſince he and all 
his Brethren deſign'd very ſpeedily to go kiſs his Hands, 


Orders ſhould be taken for his Service. He gave the 


Youths, and the other Gentlemen ſome Preſents of 


{ ſuch Things as he had, and order'd the Horſemen to 


Skirmiſh in the Meadows, which was very agreeable 
to the Mexicans, and the Toronaques were no leſs pleas'd 
to ſee that inſtead of the War they expected from Mo- 
texuma; he ſent an Embaſſy and Prefents to Cortes, 
which made them have a great Conceit of him. Here 
his Horſe dy'd, and he bought a brown cheſnut Horſe 
that proy'd extraordinary good, and belong'd to Ortiz 
the Muſician, and Bartholomew Garcia, for Horſes | 
29% | Were 
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were then ſo ſcarce that two Men kept one between 
them. 


Soon after the Meæxicans were gone, the Lord of 


Zempoala, and other prime Perſons went to Cortes, to 
acquaint him, that a great Number of Men was draw- 
ing together in a ſtrong Town call'd Zimpanzingo, 
where there was a Gariſon of Culuat, with a Deſign to 
come and deſtroy their Corn, and did them much 
Harm. He being importun'd, and having promis'd to 
aſſiſt and protect them, turn'd to ſuch of his own Peo- 
ple as were about him, and ſaid, That ſince they look d 
upon them as Gods, in that Country, he would ſend 
old Heredia, who had an ill Countenance, a long Beard, 
a Scar a- croſs his Face, and but one Eye. He order d 
him to advance along the Road to Zimpancingo, to 
the River that was near it, firing his Musket by 
the Way, and there he would ſend to call him. 
He did ſo, and the Indians follow'd him full of 
 Amazement, and well ſatisfy' d, thinking that he alone 
was ſufficient againſt all their Enemies. When they 
were come to the River, Cortes order d them to be call'd, 
and ſaid, he would march himſelf, with all his Bre- 
thren againſt the Culuas, to ſhow the Kindneſs he had 
for them. He order'd the Artillery and the Men to 
be in Readineſs, and the Corporals commanding ſome 
Soldiers of the Faction of Janes Velaſquez to their Poſts, 
they declar'd in haughty Manner, that they would not 
march upon any Expedition, for they had loſt enough 
by being deluded away from their Houſes by Cortes, 
and ſince he had offer'd them Leave and Accommoda- 
tion to return Home, they demanded it. Theſe were 
ſeven in Number, whom he calb'd to him, and ask'd, 
Why they acted ſo baſely? They anſwer'd boldly, 
That they admir'd he would pretend to ſettle with fo 
{mall a Number of Men in ſo populous a Country; 
that they were weary with rambling about, and ſick- 
ly, and therefore he ſhould give them leave to pf 
2 | their 
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their own Homes, as he had promis'd. He reply'd, 
It was true he had promis'd, but that they were in the 
wrong in quitting their Colours, but ſince they defir'd. 
it, they might go immediately; appointed them a Ship, 
gave them Cazabi Bread, a Jar of Oyl, and ſome Pulle, 
and one of theſe Soldiers, whoſe Name was Moron, 
fold his Horſe to John Ruano. When theſe Soldiers 
were aboard, and ready to fail, as was faid, at the In- 
ſtigation of Cortes, the Alcaldes, Regidores, and ſeve- 
ral others repair d to him, and in the King's Name re- 
quir'd him, not to give Leave to, or permit thoſe Men 
to go away; becauſe it was not convenient to ſuffer 
any to depart, when they were in a Country that was 
full of ſuch warlike People; but that on the contrary, 
it was a Crime that deſerv'd Death to deſert from their 
Colours at ſuch a Time. Tho' Cortes was firſt much 
importun'd, pretending not to comply, he at length 
revok d the Licence, and thoſe Men were diſappointed, 
and Fforon left without a Horſe, for John Ruana 
_ not reſtore him, becauſe he had been fairly 
ſold. <2 
Taz Diſturbance occaſion'd by thoſe that would 
return to Cuba being quell'd, Cortes march'd with all his 
Forces to the Aſſiſtance of the Toronaques, advancing 
firſt to Zempoala, where two thouſand Men were ready 
in Arms, divided into four Parcels, to join the Spani- 
ards, They march'd five Leagues the firſt Day to ſome 


| Houſes near the Town, and refolv'd to proceed into it 


immediately, and as they began to enter the ſtrong 


| Streets, lying among Rocks and Clifts, eight Prieſts 
and prime Indians came out to them, in peaceable Man- 
| ner, lamenting, and asking Cortes, why he would kill 

and deſtroy them, without any Provocation, and beg- 


ging, that ſince it was reported of him that he deli- 
verd the oppreſs'd, he would do them no Harm; de- 
caring it was true they were at Variance with the Zem- 

Vor. II. 0 Poalans, 
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poalans, on Account of rheir Borders ; but that there 
were then none of the Culuas in their Town, that they 


were ready to ſerve him, and begg'd he would not hurt 


them. Cortes order'd Chriſtopher de Olid, the Colonel, 
to take Care that the Zempoalaus did no Harm, and tho 
he loſt no Time, they were already plundering the firſt 
Manfions they came to, which Cortes was concern'd at. 
He order'd their Captains to be call'd, commanded them 
to reſtore all that had been taken, and reprov'd them, 
for having drawn him thither fraudulently, in order to 
rake thoſe People, with his Aſſiſtance, to ſacrifice them, 
for which they deſerv'd Death; for that the great King 
of Spain had not ſent him to commit Outrages; and 
that for the future they ſhould take Care not to give 
him any falſe Relations, or practiſe any ſuch Methods, 
which would coſt them their Lives. The Goods that 
had been plunder'd, and the Priſoners taken, being re- 


ſtor'd, Cortes again charg'd the Zempoalans to behave | 


themſelves peaceably, and told the Inhabitants, that his 
King was wont to govern his Subjects after that Man- 
ner, and if they deſign'd to be ſuch, they muſt in the 
firſt Place forbear facrificing Men, committing Sodo- 
my, eating human Fleſh, and other Abominations they 
were guilty of ; and believing in one only God, the 
Creator of Heaven and Earth, caſt down their Idols, 
which were the Invention of the Devil, who kept them 
ſo long in their Error, when God in his Mercy, gave 
them the Opportunity of Opening their Eyes, having 
for his unſearchable Judgments permitted chem to con- 
tinue till then in Blindneſs. N e 
THross Indians obſerving how uprightly Cortes acted, 
were very well fatisfy'd, call'd in the People of other 
Towns, and acquainting them with all that was doing, 
they ſubmitted themſelves to the Crown of Spain, and 
became its Subjects. Cortes ſummon'd the Comman- 


ders of the Zempoalans, who were with his Men in the 
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Camp, and told them, that ſince they were all Subjects 
to the = of Spain, they ought to be Friends, and 
to live for the future in Peace and Unity. They pro- 
mis'd fo to do, and were well pleas'd to be deliver'd 


from the Yoke of Motexuma, thoſe People making 


the ſame Complaints againſt him and his Soldiers as the 
Zempoalans had done, and then he return'd to Zempo- 
ala a different Way from that he came. The Troops 
paſs'd by two Towns of thoſe that were newly enterd 
into the Confederacy, and whilſt they were reſting in the 
Afternoon, a Soldier, whoſe Name was Mora, born ar 
Ciudad Rodrigo, took two Hens, fo that Cortes faw it, 
and was fo angry, both becauſe it was done in his Pre- 
ſence, and in regard that he would have his Soldiers to 
obſerve Diſcipline, that he order'd him to be hang'd, 
and had not Perer de Alvarado cut him down with his 
Sword, he had actually dy'd, he dropp'd down half 
choak'd, and ſome time after was killd in Fight at 
Guatemala, The Lord himſelf was near Zempoala in 
ſome Cottages, waiting for Cortes with Proviſions, and 
in Fear on Account of having made him undertake that 


| 3 upon a falſe Relation, ſor they were not ſo 


rbarous as not to be ſenſible that Cortes made good 


his Aſſertion, that he was ſent to maintain Juſtice, 
| which gain d him much Reputation; and for as much 
zs the Dread of Motexuma made them uneaſy, they 
could have wiſh'd, that for their greater Security, the 
| Spaniards had never departed out of their Town; for 
| which Reaſon they ſaid, that ſince they were now all 
| the ſame, for the faſter Knitting of their Friendſhip, 

they ſhould take their Daughters to breed on, and 


carry'd them eight beautiful Damſels, Daughters of 
Prime Men, well clad, with Gold Necklaces, and Pen- 


dants in their Ears, with Women Servants, the Cazi- 


que ſaying, that ſeven of them were for the Captains, 
and the other, being his Niece, for Cortes, He with 
Gg? much 
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much Gravity and Eloquence told him, That to the 
« End the Union and Amity between them ſhould 
c be permanent, it was requiſite they ſhould in the 
« firſt Place reform their Abuſes, and leave off thoſe 
« Abominations they practis'd, offering the Lives of 
ct innocent Perſons in Sacrifice to the Devil, and eating 
< their Fleſh, which was odious in the Sight of God 
c and Man; and therefore it was the Divine Will, 
<« that they ſhould open their Eyes to be ſenſible of 
« the Errors they liv'd in, and then they would wil- FF 
ce lingly accept of thoſe Maids, provided that they 
ce were Chriſtians, becauſe it was not lawful for the 
ce Sons of the Church of God to have to do with 
ce Tdolaters.” The Heathen Prieſts, and chief Men 
that were preſent, anſwer d, That thoſe Gods they 
ador'd had always given them Health, good Harveſts, 
and all they ſtood in Need of, for which reaſon they 
could nor forſake them, tho' they approv'd of Reſorm- 
ing Vice. The Spaniſh Soldiers unanimouſly cry'd out, 
that they could not bear with the Inhumanities thoſe 
harden'd Idolaters daily practis'd in their Sight, and 
therefore they ought in the firſt Place ro aſſert rhe Ho- 
nour of God, which was the principal Motive of ſend: 
ing them thither, upon which Account they were ready 
to lay down their Lives. | 

Cortes having commended the Spaniards for their pious 
Reſolution, and quoted ſome Texts of Scripture in 
Defence of it, ſaid, It was proper firſt to try, whether 
that could be brought about by fair Means, and in 
caſe the Indians did not comply, fince he had the Ho- 
nour to command ſuch zealous Chriſtians, he would be 
the willinger to die firſt for ſo good a Cauſe. The Ii. 
dians were very uneaſy at this Propoſal of the Chriſti 
ans, and Cortes drawing near, the Lord of Zempoala 
with other Prieſts and Noblemen, told him, That if 
ſuch an Indignity were offer'd to their Gods, they 


woul 


* 
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would all periſh. Cortes laughing at it, anſwer d, that 
to undeceive them of their Error, he would run the 
Hazard of all that Danger; and cauſe the Idols to he 
caſt down, and as for them they ſhould take heed nor 
to make any Oppoſition, as he heard there was ſome 
Murtering among them, for the Idols would certainly 
be deſtroy'd, and they ſeyerely puniſh'd. This being 
7 rcolv'd, by the Interpoſition of Marina, who was an 
excellent Interpreter; the Indians ſtill reply'd, That as 


{ for themſelves they were nor worthy to touch their 
[| Gods, but if Cortes ſtill perſiſted in caſting them down, 
they proteſted it ſhould be without their Conſent. 


Nereupon about fifty Soldiers chearfully ſtepp'd out of 
their Ranks, and praiſing God, threw down thoſe hide- 
& ous Figures of Dragons, Tygers, and Bears, with hu- 
man Bodies. The Indians lamented, hid their Eyes, 
and faid they had no Hand in it. The Report hereof 
ppread through the whole Town, and a vaſt Number 
of arm'd Men came out, whereupon Cortes order'd the 
= Cazique of Zempoala, the Prieſts and chief Men to be 
| ſecur'd, and told them, * ſhould all dye, if they 
made the leaſt Diſturbance, the Spariqrds being ready to 
execute the Orders of their Commander; but the Lord 
# commanded them all to be quiet. 

| ALL being perform'd as has been ſaid, Cortes order d 
the Idols to be thrown away, and the Prieſts, whom 
in their Language they call'd Papas, and who wore 
long black Cloaks with Hoods to them, like Capes, 
| with other ſhort ones, like Dominican Friers, took and 
| carry'd them away. Thoſe Men were much reſpect- 
ed, on Account of their Dignity, and becauſe they 
were Noblemen, and marry'd. Cortes then, by Means 
of the Interpreters told the Prieſts, and great Men, 
that he now look'd upon them as his Brothers, and 
purſuant to it again promis'd to defend them againſt 
He cuma, and all the World, and commanded them 


— 
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not to pay him any more Tribute; and ſince ther, 
were to be no more Idols in the Temples, it was pro. 


per there ſhould begin to be ſome Show of Chriſtianity, 
and Means us'd for the Salvation of Souls. He order' 


Indian Plaiſterers to come and take off from the Wal Þ 
the Cruſts that were on them of human Blood fron 
the Sacrifices that had been offer'd, and other Filth, 
and to cleanſe them, eſpecially the greateſt of the Tem. 
ples where that was practis d. The next Day all ws 
clean, and plaiſter'd over, and an Altar erected, adornd Bi 
with rich Cloths, Boughs, and Flowers. The He. Mt 
then Prieſts were alſo oblig?d to cut their Hair, and 


cleanſe themſelves, for they wore it very long, twiſted, 
and daub'd with the Blood that flew from the Sacrifice, 
and which they drew from their own Ears, and to 
wear Garments of white Cloth. Then Cortes bid 
them obſerve, how much Chriſtian Piety was to be 
preferr'd before their former Cruelties, and how much 
more agreeable it was to Decency and Reaſon; for that 


God abhorr'd Sodomy, and the other Vices which they N 


themſelves had offer'd to reform, as well as the Cruelty of 
Shedding of human Blood without any Cauſe, which 
occaſion'd all that Filth, and Stench, which they had 
cleans'd, ſo that their own Perſons, and thoſe of their 
Children and Friends would be ſecur'd from that Son 
of Death, for God would not have any to be deftroy'd, 
but that they ſhould all live to praiſe and glorify him; 
for it was he alone that gave them Life, Health, and 
Victory againſt their Enemies, good Harveſts, and all 
other ſpiritual and temporal Bleſſings ; and they were 
to obſerve, that he had lov'd Mankind to ſuch a De- 

ree, as to come into the World for our Salvation, and 
to take Fleſh in the Virgin Womb of a Lady, whoſe 
Reſemblance all the Catholick Church honour'd and 
reſpected. That he would cauſe the fame to be ſet up- 
on the Altar, and by her Interceſſion they might ex 
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greater Bleſſings than ever were to be hop'd for 
from their Idols. When all Things were made ready, 
2 Croſs was erected on the Altar, and an old Soldier 
call'd John de Torres appointed to ſtay and attend the 
Fervice of the Place, and inſtruct the Indians, there 
being no better Conveniency at that Time. E. Bar- 
* tholomew de Olmedo ſung Maſs, ſome Soldiers who had 
Skill ſerving, and the eight Indian Maids were baptiz'd, 


G Cortes keeping the Cazique's Niece, who was calFd 
1 #5 Catherine, and diſtributing the reſt among the Gentle- 


men, who carry'd them where they went, at which 


the Indians were well pleas d, and ever after continu'd 
good Friends to the Spaniards. ; £29 

„Cortes having thus eſtabliſh'd Friendſhip with the 
o Aempoalaus, march'd away to his new Colony of Villa 
J KLica, and the fame Day he came to it a Ship arriv'd 
be rom Cuba, commanded by Francis de Salcedo, ſurnamd 
ch # Polido, or the Spruce. This Ship brought Captain 
ut Leis Marin, with a Mare, and ten Solders, and Salcedo 


r had a good Horſe. Theſe Perſons brought Advice, 
chat James Velaſqueæ had receiv'd the Title of Adelan- 


ich tado, and the King's Commiſſion to trade, and make 
bad! Lettlements in the new diſcover'd Countries that had 
den been granted him. Theſe Forces having been now 
zon three Months in New-Spain, and the Fort almoſt made bl 
i'd, defenſible, it was confulted how to proceed, and pro- | l 

pos d to go up the Country to try Fortune; but it 
was reſolv'd in the firſt Place to ſend ſome Perſons to | fl 
the King, to give an Account of what had been done af 
in his Service, and carry him the fifth of the Gold, 


„and all the Reſt that had been given. Alonſo Hernandez, bi 
and N Puerto Carrero, and Francis de Montejo were pitch'd up- * 
hoſe Nn to go on this Errand; and Cortes thinking that what iy 


he had was very little, when every Officer and Soldi- * 
| r had his Share, and that the King's fifth being accor- | 
tex ⸗Hingly inconſiderable, it would not anſwer the Account 
pect | ” | they 
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they were to give of the Wealth of that Country, he: 
order d Francis de Montejo, and James de Ordas, that 1 
they as Men in Authority, ſhould ſpeak to all the Sol-: 
diers Man by Man, and perſwade them to reſign their 
Shares, to be ſent to the King as a Preſent, many of 
che Gentlemen ro whom the fame had been proposd . 2 
freely offering to do the like. They readily conſented, ÞF c 
and all that had been got was converted into a Preſent, c 
for Cortes would not deduct his own fifth, nor any 
Expences, to avoid any breaking Bulk, only taking ſo v 
much out of the whole Sum, as was neceſſary for tie p 
Expence of the Voyage. and to maintain the Meſſen. a 
ers going and coming, beſides ſomething Cortes ſent to e 
is Father Martin Cortes. He gave thoſe Deputies am- 0. 
ple Power and Inſtructions, with a particular Relation F 
8 of all he had done, both at Cuba and in Neu- Spa. I. 
0 He likewiſe writ a very long Letter to the King, . tl 
1 king Notice in it of the Difference with James Ji It 
| laſquez,, the Diſturbances occaſion'd among the Me be 
[ by his Partiſans; the Fatigues they had all gone through; 0] 
| how ready they were to proceed; the vaſt Exten C 
| and Wealth of that Country; the Hopes he had cot - te 
ceiv'd of reducing it under his Obedience, and beg: at 
ging he would not forget him when any Commiſſion E 
| were given out for that Country. The Magiſtras vi 
of Vera Crux writ another Letter, repreſenting the 8e. th 
vice they had done his Majeſty ; the Reaſon they hu pe 
for making that Settlement, and their Sufferings. Th fo 
Captains writ another to the ſame Effect, as did tg gi 
Soldiers of moſt Note, promiſing to defend that Tow Fl 
at the Expence of their Lives, unleſs otherwiſe com- pl 
manded by his Majeſty, and all of them moſt humby) 4/ 
intreated the King, to beſtow the Government of th l 
Ii Country, and others that ſhould be by them diſco at 
| verd and ſubdu d, upon Ferdinand Cortes, whom the) 
[i had choſen for their Commander, to prevent * ſor 
| 
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and becauſe no Man was more capable of ſerving his 
Majeſty, and that in caſe another had been appointed, 
that his Commiſſion might be call d in queſtion, and that 
his Majeſty would be pleas d ſpeedily to anſwer and diſ- 
patch their Deputies. Cortes gave them the beſt Ship, and 
appointed Antony de Alaminos their Pilot, deſigning in 
order to avoid coming near Cuba to ſail thro the Channel 
of Bahama, and he was the moſt skilful Pilot in that Sea. 
They ſaibd on the 26th of Fly this Year 1519, 


with fifteen Sailors, and touching at Marien in Cuba, 


proceeded to the Havana, paſs d the Channel of Bahama, 


; | | and had a good Voyage to Spain, being the firſt that 
ever faild that Way, to avoid falling into the Hands 
of Janes Velaſquez. Antony de Alaminos took this 


Reſolution, being well acquainted with the Lucayo 


n . Iſlands, and the Coaſt ef Florida, and concluding that 
5 thoſe Currents muſt end ſomewhere, and according] 


be ſtood to the Northward, and it prov'd well, for 
being got ſafe out of the Channel, he came into the 
open Sea, and arriv'd ſafe at Saulucar in October. The 


Clergyman Benedict Martin, was then at Sevil, in order 


00 to carry over the King's Diſpatches to James Velaſquex 


at Gaba. He informing the Officers of the India 


Houſe, that thoſe Deputies were out of the King's Ser- 


. vice, they ſeiz d all that was in the Ship, together with 


Ger | the three thouſand Caſtellanos they had for their Ex- 


pences, and what Corres ſent his Father. The Preſent 
for the King was ſent to him to Valladolid, and Advice 


given to the Biſhop of Burgos, who was fitting out the 
Fleet to carry his Majeſty over to Flanders, with Com- 
plaints againſt Cortes for having revolted from James Ve- 
laſgnez. The Deputies, with the Pilot Autcy de A- 
lammes, and Cortes's Father went away to meet the King 
at Tordeſylas. ” 
Wren the Deputies were gone from Vera Crux, 
ſome Servants and Friends of James Velaſquez, and 
Vor. II. H h with 
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with them the Clergyman F. John Diaz, being uneaſy 
upon ſeveral Accounts, agreed among themſelves to ſteal 
a ſmall Veſſel, and fail away to Cuba, to acquaint James 
Yelaſquez, with what was doing; but when they had 
got the Ship ready, and were going to embark in the 
Night, Bernardin de Coria, one of the Gang, repented 
and gave Notice of it to Cortes, who immediately or- 
der'd the Sails to be taken from the Ships, and the Fu- 
gitives to be ſecur'd; who own'd the Truth, accuſin 

ſome Perſons of more Note than themſelves, wit 


whom, Cortes conſidering his Circumſtances, was ford I 


to connive. However he, with much ſeeming Sorrow 
condemn'd James Eſcudero, the Alguazil who had ſeiz d 
him in Cuba, as has been ſaid before, to be hang d, 
and with him James Cermeno, a Man fo active, that 
with only a Spear in his Hand he would leap over ano- 
ther Spear held up at Arm's Length by the talleſt Man 
in the Army, and had ſo quick a Scent, that he ſmelt 
Land at above fifteen Leagues Diſtance out at Ses. 
Another had one Foot cut off, and two were whipp', 
He would not puniſh ſeveral others, nor F. John Di- 
ax, becauſe he was a Clergyman, and thus Cortes made 
himſelf to be fear'd and honour'd, and as ſoon as he 
had fign'd the Warrant for Execution, to prevent its 
being obſtructed by Intreaties, he went away to Zem- 
poala, where he appointed Peter de Alvarado to meet 
him, he being gone with two hundred Men to the 
Mountain Towns for Proviſions, which grew ſcarce 
among the Troops ; defigning there to treat of the 
March to Mexico, the Soldiers being deſirous of it, 
Cortes putting them in Hopes that they would be there 
enrich d, by which Means he gain d their Affections, 
and kept them in Awe. | 
Tung March to Mexico being under Deliberation at 
Zempoala, Cortes reſolvd to fink all his Ships, to de- 


prive the Fayourers of James Velaſquex of all * 
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of returning to Cuba, becauſe there were fo many of 
them, that if they went away, they would much di- 
miniſh his Forces; and at the ſame Time to add Reſo- 
lution to the Reſt, who finding themſelves in that vaſt 
populous Country without any Poſſiblity of getting 
off, would be neceſſitated to follow and obey him, and 
to truſt only to their Valour. However leſt this 
ſhould er 7 ſome Diſturbance among the Men, he 


i: | contriv'd, that the Soldiers who were his moſt ſtedfaſt 


Friends ſhould ask it of him, perſwading them to it 
with ſeveral Arguments, and among the reſt, that the 


© Mariners being an hundred Men, they would be a 
great Help to the Soldiers, and bear Part of all their 
Fatigues, mounting Guards, ſtanding Sentinels, ec. The 
& Soldicrs accordingly ask'd it of him, and a publick In- 


ſtrument was made of the ſame by a Notary, tho? it was 


thought that there was another Piece of Subtilty in this 


Management, which was his not being left alone un- 


der the Obligation of paying for the Ships, but that 
the whole Army ſhould pay for them. This done he 
= order d John de Eſcalante the chief Alguazil, to repair 
to Villa Rica, and to bring aſhore from aboard the Ships 
the Anchors, Iron-Work, Sails, and all that might be 
of any Uſe, and then to ſink them all, except the 


Boats, and that the Mariners who were aged, or diſa- 
bled, and unfit for Service ſhould ſtay in the Town. 
John de Eſcalante, who was a very diligent Man, per- 
form'd it with much Expedition, and return'd to Zems 
poala with the ableſt of the Seamen, many of whom 
provid very good Soldiers. | 
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C HA F. 
Cortes proclaims his March for Mexico; 
leaves John de Eſcalante at Villa Rica; 
what hapned with the Men of a Ship 
that arriv'd there; he ſets out on that 
Enterprise; takes the Way of Tlaſcala; 
Manner of Embaſſies there; Otomies roxted, 


HE March to Mexico being agreed on, and 
Ml publiſh'd, when it was known that John de 
Jl Eſcalante had deſtroy'd the Ships, ſome of 
the Soldiers began to mutter. This was one 
of the moſt difficult Streights Cortes was brought into; 
but he was fo diſcreet, that he gain'd, and brought 
VPV %%% „„ 7 oe 
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cover to his Beck ſome by fair Promiſes himſelf, and 
others by the Means of third Perſons, and thus they 
began to prepare for the March to Mexico. He then 
ſent for the Lord of Zempoala, and l him, To 
„ keep the Churches very clean, and cauſe the due 
„ Reſpect to be paid to them; adding, That he was 
going with his Brethren to Mexico, to put an End 
( to Motexumad's facrificing Men, ſhedding human 
« Blood, and 7 in his tyrannical Government; 


« or Carriers of Burdens, and ſome fighting Men.” 
He alſo ſummon'd the Lords of the Mountain Coun- 
try, and confederate Towns, and told them, «© That 
they were to furniſh Men for finiſhing of the 
Church, the Fort, and other Structures at Filla Ri- 
ca, and to ſupply the Soldiers that were left behind 
« with Proviſions; Then taking John de Eſcalante by 
the Hand, he ſaid, « This is my Brother, and you 
4 are to do what he orders, and if the Mexican Soldi- 


their Commander. Cortes made a . Choice in him, 
_ becauſe he was a diſcreet Man, fit for any Buſineſs, and 
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much devoted to him, for which Reaſon he gave 
„him that Employment, that he might be ſafe, in caſe 
ay thing were attempted by James Yela/quez, during 
'; his Abſence. | © 

d. Wren Cortes had thus diſpos'd his Affairs in order 


to march to Mexico, Advice was brought from Villa 
d Rica, that there were ſome Ships on the Coaſt, which 
ea little alarm'd him, becauſe it might be ſome Hindrance 
of to his Enterprize, and therefore he reſolv'd to return to 
ne that Town, that in caſe any thing weredeſign'dagainſt 


0; him, he might the better defend himſelf, when his For- 


ht ces were all together, and he preſent. As ſoon as ar- 
ny Wh sf ou 9 COME #19 riy. d 
iy 


&« that he had occaſion for about two hundred Tamemes, 


te ers. are troubleſome, he will aſſiſt you.“ They all 
very willingly promis'd to obey his Commands, and 
then perfum d John de Eſcalante with Gum Anime, as 


2 


4 
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rivd, he was inform'd, that the Chief Alpuazj 
John de Eſcalante, who had gone out ro know, who 
thoſe were, ſent Word it was a Ship come from 
the Northward, having run along the Coaſt of 
Panuco, and barter'd for Proviſions, and about the 
Value of three thouſand Pieces of Eight in Gold; 
that the Men did not like that Country; that they 
were ſent by Francis de Garay, from Jamaica, un. 


der the Command of Captain Alonſo Alvarez Pinede, 3 


and that tho' he had ſent a Boar to invite him to come 


to an Anchor in the Port, and refreſh himſelf, le 


would not do it. Hereupon Cortes reſolv'd to advance 
with a Number of Men towards the Place where the 
Ship lay, being defirous to know upon what Deſign 
it came thither, ſince it was not poſſible that Frari 
de Garay ſhould be ignorant of his coming into thok 
Parts. When he had march'd about a League from th: 
Town, he met three Spaniards, one of whom faid he 
was a Notary, and the other two Witneſſes, to notify 
to him ſomething which they had in Writing, and te- 
quire him to part the Country with Francis de Gara, 
laying down Land Marks in proper Places, becauſe he 
claim'd that Conqueſt, as firſt Diſcoverer, and deſign d 
to ſettle a Colony on that Coaſt, twenty Leagues to 
the Weſtward, near Nautlam, which was afterwards 
call'd Almeria. Cortes mildly told them, that before 
they notify'd any thing to him, they muſt return to 
the Ships, and deſire the Captain to repair to Vera Cruz, 
where they would diſcourſe on that Subject, and his 
Meaning would be better underſtood, beſides that, if 
he was in Want of any thing, they might be ſupply'd. 
They anſwerd, that no Man would come aſhore. 
Francis Lopez, de Gomara ſeems to intimate, that Frans 
de Garay was there himſelf, and that there were more 
Ships than one; but Bernal Diaz del Caſtillo, as an 
Eye Witneſs, and others that were preſent, _ deny 
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Garay's being preſent, affirming that Alonſo Alvarez 
Pineda came in his ſtead, and that there was but one 
Ship. Cortes ſecurd the Notary and his Witneſſes, 
= lay himſelf in Ambuſh behind a Sand Hill, there 
being many on that Shore, where he ſtay'd that Night, 
and waited a great Part of the next Day, to obſerve 
2 whether any Body came aſhore. None appearing, he 
2 order'd three of his Men to change Cloaths with thoſe 
dkat belong'd to Garay, and to make a Weft to the 

Ship, whence they immediately ſent the Boat, with 


twelve Men, arm'd with Croſs-Bows, and Muskets. 


Ones Men to prevent being known went aſide under 
dhe Shade of ſome Trees. They in the Boat ſent aſhore 
wo Croſs-Bow Men, two Musketeers, and an Indian, 
vbo made towards the Trees, thinking thoſe three that 
vere in the Shade had been their Men. Cortes immedi- 
rely ruſh'd out, and ſeiz d thoſe five, before they 
could return to the Boat, tho? they pretended to ſtand 
y upon their Defence, and one of them preſented his 


Piece at Captain John de Eſcalante, but it miſs'd Fire. 
© Thoſe in the Boat finding they were impos'd upon, 


0 return'd to their Ship, and ſail'd away, ſo that Cortes 
Vas eas d of that Trouble by his Diligence in applying 
ohe Remedy. The ſeven Men belonging to Garay 
my inform'd him, that they had fail'd far along the Shore 


ein Queſt of Florida, and touch'd at a River, and Pro- 
to [© vince whoſe Lord was calld Panuco, where they found 
© ſome Gold, but little, and barter'd, without going 

his aſhore, for the Value of three thouſand Pieces of 
0 Eight, and a conſiderable Quantity of Proviſions ; but 
7 4.1 _ they had lik'd nothing in thoſe Parts they had 


Time before he ſet out for Mexico. The Tamemes, 

jor Men to carry Burdens, being ready, with the Bag- 

g2ge and Artillery, as allo the Gentlemen of —_ 
an 


Cortes then return'd to Zempoala, reſolving to loſe no 
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and thoſe of the Mountain Towns, whom under the 
Colour of Supplies, he took along with him as Hoſta- 
ges, leaving a Page of his own of the Age of twelve 
Years, with the Lord of Zempoala, to learn the Lan- 
guage, he fer forward on the 16th of August, the 
Lord, and ſeveral other Prime Perſons waiting on him, 
of whom he took leave at a ſmall Diſtance from the 
Town, in a very affectionate Manner, and with To- 
kens of an entire Confidence in them. The Indian 
wept, conſidering the Danger they were going into, 
tho* they rely'd on the Valour of the Spaniardi, who 
were four hundred in Number, beſides fifteen or ſu W ; 
teen Horſemen, and ſix ſmall Pieces of Cannon, with ; 
the Ammunition belonging to them. The March be WW i 
gan in good Order; they arriv'd the firſt Day at Xu P 
pa, and thence proceeded to another Town, which be- 
ing both confederate with Zempoala, made them a good 
Reception. There Cortes told them, he was ſent by 
the King of Spain, to admoniſh them to give over f. 
crificing of Men, and following the other wicked 
Courſes they were guilty of, and to live in Peace, and 
Juſtice, and to chaſtiſe Tyrants. He erected a Cro 
in every Town, ordering them to pay reſpect to it, for, 
as they ſhould be afterwards better inform'd, through 
that holy Emblem they were to expect all Happineb 
in this World, and in the next. He proceeded to Te ſe 
utla, ſtill of the ſame Confederacy, where he ſpoke 
to the ſame Effect to the Heads of the People, and they 
entertain'd him affectionately. Here for Want of Can 
a little Colt that follow'd the Mares was left behind 
and about a Year and a half after, they found hin 
grown a good Horſe, among a Herd of Deer, wit 
whom he had always aſſociated, as the Indians affirm'd. WF him 
They then came into the Deſert Country, where they Ki 
met with much Cold, Hail, and Rain, a ſharp Wind ! 
blowing from the ſnowy Mountains. All the _ 
endur 


dur d 
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endur'd very much, for there was alſo Want of Pro- 
viſions. They march'd through another Paſs, where 


there were Country Houſes, ſmall Places of Worſhip 


with Idols, and great Piles of Wood ready cut for the 
Service of the Temples. The Cold continu'd, and 
there was ſtill very ſmall Store of Proviſions, which 
the Men bore with wonderful Patience, tho” the 
Cold pinched them, becauſe they were thin clad, and 
usd to the temperate Climate of Cuba, Zempoala, and 


the Sea Coaſt; 


Tx hext came into the Territory of a Towh 
call'd Zocotlan, ſubject to the King of Mexico. Cor- 
ies ſent. two Zempoalaus before, to defire thoſe People 


in his Name, that they woyld be pleas'd to quarter his 


Forces, and at the ſame Time held them in a Readineſs 
for all Events, becauſe this was now a different Sort 
of Country from the former. When they came in 
Sight of the Town, the Terraſſes on the Houſes, the 
Lord's Palace, and the Towers of the Temples were 


U very white; and becauſe they made a good Appearance, 


and a Portugueſe Soldier, ſaid, that was like the Town 


of Caſtel Blauco in Portugal, they gave it that Name. 
The Lord was call d Olintetl, whom the Spaniards 

nicknam' d the Trembler, or. Quaker, becauſe he was 
very fat. The two ſtrongeſt young Gentlemen in his 
Family led him by the Arms. He order'd the Men 
to have Proviſions given them, but not plentifully, 
nor with a good Will. Cortes by Means of his Inter- 
# preters; who daily grew more expert, talk'd to him, 
s he was wont to do to the others, and he was pleas'd 
to hear thoſe Things which were ſo ſtrange to him. 
Curtes obſerving with what State he was ſerv'd; ask d 
him, whether he was. a Confederate or Subject to the 
King of Mexico. He anſwer'd; asking, Who was 


not a Slave to Mote uma? Cortes reply d, That beyond 
the Sea there was a greater Sovereign, being the King 
Vo 1. II. 1 1 | of 


412 The HISTO Rx of America. 


of Spain; whom many Princes ſerv'd; that he himſelf {7 | 
was one of the meaneſt Subjects he had, and that the | 
Lord ought to ſubmit himſelf, and give ſome Demon- I 
ſtration that he did ſo. He rejoyn'd, he would do no- , 
thing bur what Aforezama ſhould command him. C. 
tes d not think fit to carry on this Diſcourſe any fan- c 
ther, looking upon that Lord and his People as Menof 1 \ 
Reſolution; but deſir d he would tell him ſomething l 
of Metezrma's Grandeur. The Lord faid, « He we 0 
c Sovereign over many Kings, that there was not the tj 
e like of him in the World; that many Lords ſerv'd Þ m 
« him in his Palace barefooted, with their Eyes fix'd . T 
4 on the Ground; that there were thirty Subjects in an 
& his Empire, every one of which had one hundred of 


« thouſand fighting Men; that he every Year facri : 


D 
= 


ce fic'd twenty thouſand Men in his Dominions, and 
« ſome Years fifty thouſand; that he reſided in the WT bu 
ce largeſt, the moſt beautiful, and the ſtrongeſt City n 
« in the Univerſe, being built in the Water, and h. anc 
« ving above fifty thouſand Acales, fo the Mexican at f 
& call'd the Canoes, for the Service of it; that his Pi WF Po! 
&« lace and Court was very great, noble, and generous; {M4 Cor 
ec that many Princes of all the Country round about had 
« continually reſorted to it to ſerve him; that h fon 
« Wealth and Revenues were incredible, becauſe non WT cule 
« tho ever ſo great was exempt from paying Tribut I him 
« to him; nor any fo poor as not to give ſomething Wa 
« tho? it were only ſome Blood from ſis Arm; thi Mir 
ce his Expences were prodigious, becauſe beſides thok N all I 
cc of his Houſhold, he had continual Wars, and mai: a8 m. 
ce tain'd great Armies.” 5 ſeein 
As the Relation of this Grandeur daunted ſome ¶ Diſc 
reflecting how inconſiderable their Forces were, fo 1 and 
rejoyc'd Cortes, who very well knew how to turn d the ! 


Things to his own Advantage. Accordingly he fil ; not 
to his People, That, in order to be great — Jing 
| 
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they look d for Grandeur, not for Poverty, and that 
he prais'd God, that the Accounts he had, and the Pains 
he had taken to be well inform'd of what Mexico was, 
and what might be expected from it, had not prov'd 
vain, or frivolous. Two Lords of the adjacent Parts 
came, and each of them preſented Cortes with four 
Women Slaves, and two Gold Collars of no great Va- 


Olureti was Lord of twenty thouſand People, had thir- 
ty Wives in his Houſe, and above one hundred Wo- 


men to wait on them, and two thouſand Servants, 
| 7 The Town was large, and contain'd thirteen Temples 
and Places of Worſhip, with abundance of Idols made 
of Stone, of divers Shapes, to whom they apply'd up- 
on ſeveral Occaſions. They facrific'd to them Men, 
| Women, Children, Dos Turtles, and other Things, 
burning many Sweets, wich great Veneration. Mote- 
uma had five thouſand: Men in Gariſon in this Town, 
and its Territory; and Men were ready two and two, 
at ſmall Diſtances all the Way to Mexico, being Foot 
22 Poſts, to carry an Accarint of all Things that hapned, 
Cortes was now thorgg®hly confirm'd in the Notion he 
out had conceiv'd of dh Grandeur of Motexuma, and tho? 
hs ſome about him Frere always giving Hints of the Diffi- 
oe culty of the Vndertaking, and the Danger he expos'd 
wi himſelf to, he never ſhow'd the leaſt Heſitation, or 
ing Wavering ; but on the contrary, with an undaunted 
chat Mind and Intrepidity encourag'd his People, ſolvin 
hol all Difficulties, and aſſuring them of the Succeſs, with 


aire as much Firmneſs, as if he had it in his Power, fore- 

2 ſeeing all Exigencies with wounderful Sagacity and 
ome Diſcretion. Olintetl ſeem'd to grow better affected, 
ſo i and made more plenriful Proviſion for the Men upon 
un the Diſcoupſe he had with Cortes, tho' he ſaid, he knew 
e ful not whether Mote uma would be diſpleas'd at his ha- 

ving entertain'd them without his Leave. Cortes find- 


#: 


4 ue. He return'd them Thanks, and they departed, 


as 
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ing him more courteous, began to talk of ſome Mat: 
ters of Religion, and would have had a Croſs erected; 
as had been done in the other Towns; but F. Olmeds 


did not think it proper, for Fear of ſome Jrreverence, | : 


till they were better inform'd in Point of Religion. 
Francis de Lugo, a Man of Note, had with him a very 
large Greyhound that bark d very much in the Night, 
The Gentlemen of that Town led thoſe of Zem. 


poala, whether that was a Tyger, cr a Lion, or other 


Beaſt to kill Men; they anſwer'd, it was a Beaſt un. 
der good Command, and did bite and kill whenſoeve: 
the Maſter pleas d. They told them, that the great 
Guns kil?d whom they would with ſome Stones they 
threw into them; and that the Horſes ran like Stags, 
and overtook whom they pleas, d, none being able to 
eſcape them; that thoſe were the Men who conquer'd 
the Pcople of Tabaſco, threw down their Idols, and 
made them Friends with their Neighbours ; that A- 
rezuma had ſent them Preſents, becauſe he look d upon 


them as Gods, and therefore they wonder'd why Ol. 
ret] made them no Preſent ; whereupon he immediate: 
ly ſent Corres four Head Ornaments, three Collars, and 
ſome Lizards all of Gold, a Load of Cotton Cloth, if 


and four Women Slaves, which were taken to- make 
Bread. In this Town there was. a Charnel, contain- 


ing Abundance of Skuls and Bones of Men that hal 
been facrific'd, as was afterwards ſeen in all other Towns 
aſter the ſame Manner as at Mexico, which ſhall be 
joking uu ts Place... +... „ 
Cortes ſtay'd nine Days with Olintetl, to reſt bh 
Men, and having given him a Preſent of his Toys 
which was much valu'd, began to conſult, which 
Way he ſhould travel to Aexico. Olintetl ſaid tit 


beſt and plaineſt Way would be through a Town call 


Cholula. The Zem o ilaus oppogd it, alledging thi Þ 


thoſe People were very trezcherous, and had alway: 
4 Bas We Lo 295 ___ Gariſfo 
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Gariſons belonging to Motexuma; whereas the Tlaſcal- 
lans were his Enemies, and good People, for which 
* Reaſon that would be the better Way. Cortes deman: 
died of the Lord twenty Soldiers to be his Guides, as 


being well acquainted with the Country; which were 


readily given, and with them he ſet out towards 7420 
cala. As ſoon as he came to a Town calbd Aacacingo, 
he ſent four Zempoalans to Tiaſcala with a Letter, and 
2 Flemiſh red woolly Hat, ard tho' he was ſenſible that 
they underſtood not the Letter, he thought they 
would at leaſt conclude it to be a Meſſage, that they 
might not do any Harm to the Meſſengers ; for it 
was known, that the Tlaſcallaus, being inform d that 
the Spaniards were marching towards them, and that 
they brought with them ſome Indians that were Tri- 
butaries to Motex uma, as the Zempoalays, and thoſe of 
Olintetl, had taken up Arms. Cortes order'd the Meſ- 
ſengers to tell the Gentlemen of Tlaſcala, that he had 
been inform'd by the Lord of Zempoala, and the neigh- 


bouring Towns, his Friends and Confederates, of c 
bloody Wars they had fo juſtly wag d with Motexa-. 


ma, who had done them many Wrongs ; that he was 
ſent by a very mighty Prince, in the firſt Place ro bring 
them, to the Knowledge of the true God, and at the 
ſame Time to deliver them from the Oppreſſion of the 
Mexican Caluas ; that he ſent them that Hat, and wich 
it a Sword, and a Croſs-Bow, that they might ſee 
with what powerful Weapons he defign?d to aſſiſt 
them. This he did becauſe he had heard how much 
a Croſs-Bow, and other Spauiſb Weapons, had been ad- 
mir'd at Mexico. Cortes ſent this Embaſſy by the 
Advice of the Zempoalans, who ſaid, the Tlaſcallans 
were numerous, and very warlike, Enemies to Motex u- 
ma, and would eaſily be brought into the Confederacy 
of the Tatonaques. Cortes thought not proper to omit 
this Meſſage, ſince he hazarded nothing in ſo doing, 
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and had till then found the Zempoalans ſincere; and 
at this Place he began to be more fully inform'd of the 
Affairs of Tlaſcala. 


TRE Meſſengers came to Tlaſcala, carrying the uſudl | i 
Token by which thoſe were known who went upon 


an Embaſſy. They gave Notice at the Gate, were re- 
cety'd there, and conducted to the Town-Houſe, where 


Meat was given them. The Council met, the Zem- 
poalans were calld in, and order'd to ſpeak. When 


they had made the uſual Compliments to the Council, 
one of them deliver'd himſelf thus. Very valiant 
* and great Lords, and noble Gentlemen, the Gods 
« preſerve, and give you Victory againſt your Ene. 
« mies; the Lord of Zempoala, and the Totonaque; 
«. recommend themſelves to you, and acquaint you, 
<<; that certain Teul.s of great Strength and Courage are 
6e arrived there from the Eaſtern Parts, in very large 
« Acales, who have aſſiſted; and ſet them at Liberty 
4 againſt Morezuma's Forces. They ſay they are Sub- 


* jects of a potent King; that they will pay you a 


Viſit from him; that they bring you the true God, 
« wall aſſiſt you againſt your antient and mortal Ene- 
4 my, and that you may be ſenſible of their Strength, 
cc Wwe bring you theſe Arms, and this Letter, and To- 
« ken. Our Zempoalans fay it will be convenient for 
e you to make them your Friends, becauſe tho? they 
< are but few in Number, they are worth many.“ 


Having receiv'd the Hat, the Letter, and the Arms, 


Maviſcat in, one of the Lords of the Republick, bid 
them fit down, and faid they were welcome, that 
they thank d the Toronaques for their Advice, and 
were glad of their Liberty; that they were alſo thank- 
ful to that great Teule for his good Will and Preſent; 
that as for them they might reſt and divert themſelves, 
becauſe it requird Time for them to come to a Reſo- 


dution. Hereupon the Zempoalans withdrew, 1 
1 | - 0¹ 
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of People flocking thither to enquire what they came 
about; and they recounting what they had ſeen of 
the Valour of the Spaniards, of their Behaviour, and 
their Weapons, deſcribing the Horſes, and all the Reſt, 
and magnifying every Thing, all thoſe People were 
amaz d, and more eipecially ſuch as compar'd thoſe 
Things with the Prophecies they had, and in regard 
that ſome Prodigies had lately hapned, as Earthquakes, 
Comets which ran acroſs the Sky, and the Falling of 
ſome Idols, which frighted and afflicted them, and 
therefore they had much Recourſe to Sacrifices. 
Tux Lords of the Commonwealth being left by 
themſelves, when they had paid 2 us' d 
ia that Country, Maxiſcatæin, a Man of much Wil- 
dom, ſedate, noble, and well belov'd, made a very 
eloquent Speech, adviſing to receive the Spaniards in 
friendly Manner; but Aicotencatl, who was General 
of the Army, was for oppoſing them. | 
= Tris Diverſity of Opinions occaſion'd much Mut- 
= tering, the Traders, and peaceable People being of 
= Maxiſcatzin's Mind, and the Soldiers Going with A- 
= cotencatl; whereupon Temilotecatl, another of the four 
EZ principal Lords, ſaid, „He was of Opinion, that 
„ Embaſſadors ſhould be ſent to the Commander of 
= © thoſe new People, to tell him, that he ſhould be 
= © well receiv'd in that City; and that in the mean 
Time, fince they had Troops in Readineſs, Xicoten- 
© catl ſhould advance towards him with the  Oromies, 
* and try what thoſe were whom ſome calbd Gods; 
“ and if he vanquiſh'd them, 7laſcala would gain e- 
2 .< ternal Honour; but if not, the Blame ſhould be laid 
* © upon the Oromies, as a barbarous and raſh People.” 
This. Advice being generally approv'd of, was order'd 
to be put in Execution. The Zempoalan Meſſengers 
were then calbd in, and told, that they were reſolv'd 
to receive thoſe Teules in friendly Manner; but at the 
=: | ſame 
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fame Time they detain'd and ſecur d them under Co: 
lour of a Sacrifice, to gain Time for their General to 
march out agaifſt Cortes, and to return their Anſwer, 
according to the Event, which could nor be long; 
becauſe their Troops had been got ready upon the firſt 
Landing of thoſe Strangers; and for as much: as tht 
. Impriſoning of Enibaſfadors was among thoſe Nation; Þ 
look'd upon is a moſt villainous Action, it will net 
be amiſs here to mention how they us'd to teceive ad 
entertain them. | 5 | 5 z 

EMBASSADORS; according to the Law of Nations, 
were treated with ſo much Reſpect throughout al 
Neu- Spain, that tho? thoſe People were the moſt. u 
vengeful of any in the World, they honotir'd the Em- 
baſfadors of their mortal Enemies, as if they had been 
Deities ; chooſing rather to tranſgreſs any of ther 
Religious Rites than to injure them, becauſe they r. 
yd on their Faith, and that ought not to fail on any 
Accbunt. It was the Cuſtom of Embaſſadors when i 
they traivell'd, that they might be known in their Ene- 
mies Country, to wear each of them a very fin: 
Mantle rowPd up from End to End, and wrapp'd 
about their Body, with two Knots on the Shoulders, | 
about a Span's Length coming out beyond the Knot, 
and he was to have this Mantle on when he deliveri 
his Embaſſy. Beſides this he had oh another coar- 
ſer, ſo folded, that it form'd a Lump or Knob row!'d, 
and it hung by a ſmall Cord thrown over his Brea 
and Shoulders. In his Right Hand he held an Arrow 
by the Point, the Feather up, and in the left a ſmal 
Target, and a Net containing as much Proviſion 3 
would ſerve him to the Place, where he was to deliver 
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his Embaſſy. When he enter d upon an Enemy's Coun- N 
try, he was to keep the ſtrait Road, without devi. w 
ating from ir, on Pain of forfeiting the Liberty and nc 


Privilege of an Embaſſador, and being 3 j he 
| Death; 
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Death. When he came to the Town, where he was 
to deliver his Meſſage, he halted, was known, and the 
Officers of the Lord he was going to went out to re- 
ceive him. They order'd him to repoſe himſelf in the 
Calpiſca, being the publick Town-Houſe, where he 
was entertain'd ſuitably to the Quality of the Lord that 
ſent him. The Lord of the Place was inform'd thata 
Meſſenger was come, and he preſently order'd him to 
be brought, to hear what he had to ſay. He went ve- 
ry compos'd, ſilent, and conſidering how he ſhould 
5 deliver himſelf, being attended by the prime Men of 

the Houſhold, with Roſes in their Hands, which they 

gave him. Being come to the Palace, he advanc'd 
very ſlowly, looking down on the Ground, to the 
Place where the King or Lord fate in his greateſt Ma- 
jeſty, and having made profound Obey ſance, crouch'd 
down on his Hams, in the Middle of the Hall or Cham- 
ber, his Feet cloſe together, and gathering up the Man- 
tle, which cover d him all over. The Lord made a 
Sign for him to ſpeak, and then after another Obey- 
fſance, he with a low Voice, his Eyes fix'd on the 

Ground, many Compliments, and very florid Lan- 
guage, which they made much Account of, deliver'd 
Fi Meſſage. The Lord, and his chief Miniſters heard 
him, ſitting, after their Manner, on little low Stools, 
made of one Piece of Wood, which they call Yopales, 
being very attentive, and their Heads hanging down, 
ſo that their Mouths were on their Knees. When the 
Meſſage was deliver d, if the Embaſſador came not 
from ſome very great Prince, no Anſwer was return'd 
till the next Day. Some Perſons went to bear him 
Company to the Calpiſca. where he was furniſh'd with 
Neceſſaries, and in the mean Time the Lord. advis d 
with Council, what Anſwer to return, and that was 
not done by himſelf, but by one of them. When 
he had receiv'd the Anſwer, they put into his Net the 
Vor. II. „„ =  on_—_ 
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Proviſion for his Journey, and it was cuſtomary to 
give him ſome Preſents, which he receiv'd, if his Lord 
had not forbid it, for if he was Embaſſador from a 
Friend, it was an Affront to the Lord that gave, not to 
receive them; and if from an Enemy, he could not do 
it without his Maſter's Leave. The ſame Perſons that 
had conducted him to the Calpiſca, waited on him our of 
the Town, where after many Compliments, they dif- 
miſsd him. Embaſſadors from ſome Republick, ot 
Province, never went alone, but there were at leaſt four 
of them, and Perfons of much Authority, Diſcretion, 
and Eloquence, to the End that whether they werefor 
Peace, or War, their Words might have the more 
Weight, and they compaſs what they defign'd. 
Elchr Days were paſs'd ſince Cortes ſent the Zem- 
poalans to Tlaſcala, and they return'd not. He ask d, 
thoſe Gentlemen that went with him, what madethem 
ſlay fo ag. They anſwer'd, It was likely they did 
not diſpatch them, for the more Grandeur and Oſten- 
tation; for which Reaſon, and becauſe they gave him 
reat Aſſurances of the Friendſhip of the Tiaſcallar, 
| Ne reſolv'd to advance with his Forces. At the End of 
the Vale he found a great Wall of dry Stone, a Fathom 
and a half high, twenty Foot broad, with a Parapet of 
two Spans all along, to fight on it. This Wall reach d 
acroſs the whole Valley from one Mountain to the 
other, having only one Entrance ten Paces wide, and 
there was a double Enclaſure before the other, in the 
Nature of a Ravelin, about forty Paces in Length, 
thus it was ſo ſtrong, that had there been any to de- 
fend it, the Spaziards would have had enough to do 
to force their Way through. Cortes halted to view it, 
and was a conſiderable Time examining every Part, to 
ſee whether there was any Ambuſh. He ad, what 
was the Deſign, and who had built it? They told 
him, that Taracwichtitlan, who attended him 1s * 1 
| © « +. 100K 
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ſettle the Borders between himſelf, and the Tlaſcallaus, 
and oppos'd their Entering his Country, tho” they were 
then Friends. By this Cortes was convinc'd of the ge- 
neral Notion conceiv'd of the Valour of the Tiga. 
lans, ſince ſo great a Work had been erected to oppoſe 
them. The Workmanſhip of that Wall was much ad- 
mir'd, becauſe it was very artificially done, without 
any Mixture of Plaiſter, or Clay. The Lord of that 
Wall being ſtill near by, and obferving that they had 
taken Notice of it, thought they had been afraid to go 
any farther, and came back to entreat him not to pals 
that Way, and he would ſhow him another ſafer, 
= among the Subjects of Mote uma, for that he fear'd 
the Tiaſcallans would do him ſome Harm. The Zeme- 
poalaus perſiſted to adviſe the contrary, ſaying, the 
others Advice was malicious, to divert him from the 
Confederacy of that brave Nation, who being once 
made Friends there would be no Occaſion to ſand in 
= Awe of Motexuma. Cortes was diſtracted by this Va- 
2 ricty of Counſels, but at length adher'd to the Opinion 
of the Zempoalans, whom he knew to mean ſincerely, © 
z 1275 becauſe he would not be thought to fear any + * 
Thing. ” Y | 
7 Hz took Leave of Rtacmichtitlan, keeping three hun- 
dred of his Men, and enter'd the Encloſure towards 
Tlaſcala, his Men marching in good Order, and the 
Artillery ready, ſtill ſending out Parties before to pre- 
Fventany Surprize. When they had advanc'd a League, 
they came to a very thick Wood of Pine Trees, with 
ſabundance of Threads and Papers tangled about the 
Trees, and croſſing the Way, which the Spaniards . 
much laugh'd at, and broke many Jeſts, being inſorm'd 
bat the Sorcerers had promis'd the Tlaſcallans, that they 
would ſtop, and diſable them with thoſe Threads and 
Papers. When be had advanc'd three Leagues from the 
Wall, Cortes ſent Orders to his Men to haſten their 
. mo” "Var 
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March, becauſe it was late, and going forward himſelf 
with the Horſemen, as ſoon as they came to the To 

of a Hill, the two that went foremoſt upon Diſcovery, 
fell in with fifteen or ſixteen Indians, arm'd with their 
Swords, and Targets, with high Plumes of Feathers 
ſtanding up, and others hanging down their Backs, 
who had been poſted there to give Intelligence, and as 
ſoon as they difcover'd the Spaniards, ran away, with- 
out ſtaying, tho' they much intreated them; bur find. 
ing that the Horſes would overtake them, they drew 


up all together, and defending themſelves fought ſo deſ- 


perately that they kill'd two Horfes, having almoſt cut 
off their Heads, their Swords being edg'd with Flints 
ſo faſtned to the Wood, that they cut like Razors, 
The Indians retir'd, brandiſhing their Swords, without 
ſhowing the leaſt Fear; but Cortes ſpying above five 
thouſand Men in one Body, that were moving to re- 
lieve the others, order'd them to be ſtruck through 
with Spears, which he had forbid before, and ſent to 
the Infantry to haſten forward. Before the Infantry 


could come up, the aforeſaid Body of Indians had 
reach'd the Horſemen, and having ſhort their Arrows, 


began the Fight. The Horſemen ſtuck many with 
their Spears, eſpecially thoſe that preſs'd upon them. 
As ſoon as the Indians ſpy'd the Spaniſh Infantry, they 
retir'd, being much frighted at the Horſes, ſaying, 
thoſe Stags were bigger than theirs, and more ſwift, and 
that it was by Inchantment that the Spaniards rode on 
them. When the Body of Indians was withdrawn, 
two of the Zempoala Meſſengers that Cortes had ſent to 
Tlaſcala return'd, with ſome Preſents from the Repub- 
lick, who ſaid, they were ſorry for the Rudeneſs of 
thoſe barbarous People, who were ſome Towns of 
Otomies, that had committed ſuch a Diſorder, without 
Leave; tho? they were glad they had been chaſtis'd 35 
they deſervd; that the Republick was deſirous 5 ſee, 
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brows and ſerve him in their Town, and if they would 
ve them pay for the Horſes thoſe Oromies had kill'd, 
they would immediately ſend Gold, and Jewels. Tho 
Certes was ſenſible of the Falſehood of the Meſſengers, 
he thank'd them for their kind Offer, „ he 
would ſoon be with them; and ſuppreſſing his Con- 
cern for that the Indians had found the Horſes to be 
mortal, ſaid, he would take no Pay for them, becauſe 
he ſhould ſoon have many more brought him ſrom the 
fame Place where thoſe had been bred. The Otomies 
were ſubject to the Republick of Taſcala, having their 
Towns in Bottoms, and their Scouts on the Hills, 
who when they diſcover'd any Strangers made Fires to 
give Notice from one Place to another, and the People 
aſſembled to defend themſelves. 
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Tour Battles fog ht between the Spaniards, 
and the Tlaſcallans; a ſingle Combat be- 
_ tween a Lempoalan, and a Tlaſcallan. 


ny TT 8 E HE Tlaſcallau Embaſſadors return'd Home, 
to © F carrying off about ſeventy Indians that had 
b e 1 l been kill'd in the aforeſaid Action, to bu- 
of AL P ry them; and Cortes orderd the dead Hor- 
of | ſes to be interr'd, that the Indian ſeeing 


ut them lye in the Field, might not be daily put in Mind 

chat they could kill the reſt. The Army was then, as 

ee, hes n laid, within the Territories of 1 and 
all 
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all that Province from Villa Rica to the ſaid Territories, 
was call'd Cotaſta; which tho' large, was not populous, 
becauſe Motexuma had ſome Time before deſtroy'd it, 
on Account of its not ſubmitting to him. The Coun- 
try is like Andaluxia in Spain, fat, hot, and fruitful, 
having many freſh and good Waters, which produce 
much Fiſh ; many Foreſts of wild Trees; Poplar 
Groves, with wild Vines running up them, and other 
Sorts. It is about thirty Leagues over, to the Paſſes, 
which are uncooth, and cold, the Snow lying in ſome 
of them, many Pine Trees, and Oaks, bearing bigger 
Leaves and ſmaller Acorns than thoſe in Spain. At 
Sun-ſetting, Cortes encamp'd near a Brook, on a con- 
venient and ſtrong Spot of Ground, and they kept 
Guard by an hundred at a Time. Having been un- 
diſturb'd that Night, the next Day they came to cer- 
tain Houſes of Otomies, where they found ſome of 
them dead of the Wounds they had receiv'd in the 
laſt Encounter. They burnt. the Houſes, and for 
Want of better Proviſions, fed upon Tunat, a Sort of 
Fruit that Country produces, becauſe they ſaw the Indi. 
ans eat them. The next Day Cortes held on his Way, 
and being come to a bad Paſs, which was a deep Hol- 
low, commanded every Way by Hills, before they 
began to paſs, a Dog bark'd ; Lares, a Smith, and an 
able Horſeman made up to the Place, kill d two Dndians 
he met, and the reſt fled. Here the other two Zempo- 
alan Meſſengers Cortes had ſent to Tlaſcala came ſweating, 
lamenting, much abus'd, and in ſuch a Fright that 
they could ſcarce ſpeak. They proſtrated themſelves 
on the Ground, laid hold of Corres's Feet, and ſaid, 
the wicked Taſcallans, breaking through the Immunities 
of Embaſhes, had bound them to be facrific'd to the 
God of Victory, that they unbinding one another 
that Night, bad made their Eſcape, and that they = 
| I | 12 5 tende 


* . + 


„ Co vw 


E 


— 


Ile His Tony of America. 255 


tended to facrifice all the Spaniards in the ſame Man- 
ner. 
soo after the Arrival of the Zempoalans, when they 
had march'd little above half a Quarter of a League, 
about one thouſand Indians well arm d appear d on a lit- 
tle Hill, who attack'd the Spaziards, according to their 
Cuſtom, with great Cries, and Volleys of Darts, 
Stones, and Arrows. Cortes by Means of the Inter- 
reters, deſird them to be quiet, becauſe he was far 
eace, ſignifying the ſame to. them in ſolemn Manner. 
Perceiving they did not forbear, he fell on, and they 
atfully gave Way, retiring, till they drew the Spani- 
d into an Ambuſh of thirty thouſand, that lay up 
the Brook in certain little Hollows that were by the 


Pals, 

Tar Spaziards were in a deſperate Condition, by 
reaſon of the Multitude of their Enemies, who charg'd 
them where they had not Room to ſtir; but the En- 
couragement given by Cortes avail'd very much, telling 
them, they now fought for their Lives, and did no 
Wrong to thoſe that had attack'd them without an 
Cauſe. Here Teuch, one of the Noblemen of Zem- 
poala, told Marina, he ſaw the Death of them all be- 
fore his Eyes, for it was impoſſible that one Man 
ſhould get off alive. Marina bid him not to ſear, 
becauſe the God of the Chriſtians, who was very 
powerful, and lov'd them, would deliver them out of 
that Danger. Not long after thoſe Words had been 
ſpoken, the Spaniards and their Confederate Indians = 
hehtin manfully, ro avoid being ſacrific'd, got 
out of that Streight, where the Tlaſcallaus behav'd 
themſelves in ſuch furious Manner that ſeveral of them 
came to cloſe in with the Spaniardi, and others laid 
hold of the, Horſemen's Spears, as they rode beſore ta 
make Way for the Foot, and the Confederate Indians 
Rood ta it leaping into the Water. Cortes every * 

an 


tion never did. At length, with much Difficulty, 


ving deliver d them out of that Danger, nor was ther 


would protect them. The Drums, Trumpets, and 


making Signals of Peace, came down to the P 
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and then turn'd to the Infantry, and bid them remem. 
ber, that the Planting of the Faith of JESUS Carisr, N 
which it was their Duty to promote, depended on te 
Prefervation of their Perſons; that they might expec 
very great Rewards, beſides, that being Spaniard; Þ* 
they ought not to deſpond, or flinch, which their Ne. 


they extricated themſelves from among thoſe Hollows 
and Brooks, and got into the Plain Fields, where tie 
Horſes having Room to run, and the Cannon to ply, 
terrify'd the Indians, and kill'd many, fo that not b. 
ing able to endure it, they retir'd to a riſing Ground, 
and there fortify'd themſelves. This Day ſome Spai: 
ards were wounded, but not one kill d; and many Jud. 
ans dy d upon the Spot, as did others afterwards of 
their Wounds. The Spaziards rejoyc'd wonderfully, WM ..: 
and with loud Voices return'd Thanks to God, for h. 


leſs Myrth among the Indians their Friends, who em 
bracing the Spaziards, congratulated their Eſcape. The 
Gentleman of Zempoala, commending Marina, rela 
her Prediction, and ſhe declar'd, ſhe had never ben 
afraid, confiding, that the God of the Chriſtin 


Fifes in the Army all ſounded, and the Confederare ., 
dians play d on their Inſtruments, dancing, and ſing 
ing for the Victory, the Enemy beholding all thok 
Tokens of Joy. 5 

THis was the Poſture of Affairs, when an Lidia 
who commanded in one Part of the Enemy's Amy 


where Cortes was, with ſome of his prime Men about #3 
him, and faid, That Experience had convinc'd him 
that he and his were invincible, and immortal God, 
therefore he defir'd him, that the War might cel Þ 
and he would prevail with the Commanders * N i 
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Side, that they ſhould be reconciPd, and permit him 
to enter into Tlaſcala. Cortes chearfully anſwer'd, that 
he had already offer d them his Friendſhip, and tho' 
he had ſufficient Cauſe to do it, he would not render 


8 i Evil for Evil, but act according to God's Precept, and 
de their Eriend. That Commander went back to the 
* © 7 71aſcallans, who beat him ſo unmercifully, that he was 


much bruis'd. He return'd to Cortes, ſaying, thoſe 
7 wicked Men would deſtroy him. Cortes order'd he 
2 ſhould be dreſs'd, and warn'd him, that ſince they 
vere to engage again with his Countrymen, he ſhould. 
ſtand apart, with a Token he gave him, that he night 

not be hurt. Some went out to skirmiſh on both 


Sides, and there were notable Actions. Among the 


eeſt, one of the four Zempoala Indians, whom Corres 


VS tain, who in that City had ſeiz d, bound, and abus d 
him, and looking on it as an heinous Offence, Embaſſa- 
dors being ſo much reſpected in thoſe Parts as has been 
ad, ask d Leave of Cortes to challenge him, who 


the Challenge, directing a Spaniard, to draw near when 
they were engag d, to the End that if his Indian ſhould 
be in Danger of being worſted, he might not periſh. 
= The Fight was begun in the Sight of both Armies, 
"$5 kying on with their Swords, and warding off with 
their Targets; but in Concluſion, the Zempoalan kill d 
che Taſcallan, and cut off his Head, the Confederate 
Indians celebrating the Victory with mighty Cries, and 


which they had a vaſt Number; and the Spaniards 
[4 perceiving that Cortes rejoyc'd at it, as looking upon 
that as an happy Preſage of his future Victories, 


N tween the two Armies was a very narrow and dange- 
rous Paſs, which the Tlaſcallaus defended, and the Spa- 
| Vor. II. L ] | niards 


had ſent on his Embaſſy to Tlaſcala, knowing a Cap- | 


embrac'd, commended, encourag'd, and allow'd of 


a prodigious Noiſe of their Horns, and Trumps, of 


$ founded their Trumpets, and beat their Drums. Be- 
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till they had obtain'd the Victory. 


had no more Buſineſs there, left the Field, and march d 


| Hence, call'd Tecozizinco,” where there was a Temple with 
a little Tower, which was afterwards with much Rev i 
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wiards were of Neceſſity to march that Way. Famer 
de Ordas offer d to gain it with ſixty Spaniards. He 
boldly clos with the Enemy, rs. them, and pain. 
ing Ground, tho” Showers of Arrows fell on him and 
his Men. At length he gain'd the Paſs, and then the 
Horſes were led through. This was a very ſingular Ac. 
tion, in which he ſhow'd much Valour, and Reſolu. 
tion, becauſe there was an infinite Number of Indian, 
and the Showers of Arrows fell fo thick, that it n- 
juir'd very much Bravery to attempt ſuch an Ente- Þ? 
rie with the ſixty choſen Men he had, whoſe Con- 


duct was much to be admir'd, for keeping to their I hi 


cloſe Order, their Targets lifted up, and equally cove 
ring them, they advanc'd without breaking their Order, 


THe Tlaſcallazs having loſt that Paſs, which had 
been thought ſo proper to be defended, thinking they 


clear off; and the Spaniards being very well pleas'datit, : 


that they might be ſtill advancing, went and took up 
their Quarters in a little Town that ſtood on an Emi- 


fon, call'd of Victory. They with extraordinary Dil: | 


gence made Baracks of Boughs and Straw, the Tudam 
their Friends working at it, with much Alacrity, be- 


cauſe Cortes very dextrouſly pleas'd them, and they 4 


were ready to ſerve upon all Occaſions, on that Ac- I 
count, and to avoid falling into the Hands of thei: c 
Enemies. All that Night, being the firſt of Seprem- thei 


ber, ſtrict Watch was kept, and Cortes himſelf was up- | 


on the Guard, with the third Part of his Men at the 


Morning Watch, which was moſt apprehended, but 
no Enemy appear'd, becauſe it was nor their Cuſtom Þ* 
to fight in the Night. The next Day Cortes thought Þ 


fit to ſend Meſſengers to deſire the Tlaſcallaus, to per- 
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mit him to proceed freely on his Way, ſince it was not 
his Deſign to do them any Harm, nor was he going 
to join in Confederacy againſt them with the King of 
Mexico, but only to perform what his Maſter the King 
of Spain had commanded him. In the mean Time, 
leaving Peter de Alvarado with half of the Forces, he 
7 march'd out with the other half, and the Horſemen. 
He burnt four or five Towns, and return'd with four 
hundred Priſoners, and no Loſs, tho' the Enemy 
charg'd him all the Way to his Quarters, where he was 
told, that the Tlaſcallan Commanders had anſwer'd to 
bis Meſſage, that they would go the next Day to ſee, 
and tell him their Minds. This bold Anſwer, and the 
Advice Cortes had receivꝰd that one hundred and fifty 
Z thouſand Men were aſſembled, made him put his 
Forces into ſuch a Poſture that he might not be ſur- 
priz d. 1 
5 ; Cortes either by fair or by foul Means reſolv' d to be 
informꝰd by the moſt rational of the Priſoners about all 
Things that were convenient for him to know, and 
they anſwer' d, That ſince they were his Priſoners, and 
ſo well us'd, they would tell him the Truth. They 
declar d that the Army was compos'd of Otomies and 
Tlaſcallaus, all Subjects to the Republick of Tiaſcala, 
tho' they did not care to have it known that the 
Commonwealth made the War, becauſe they would not 


have it thought, if they ſhould be vanquiſh'd, that it 
had been by their Authority; that they hated him be- 
elt cauſe they imagin'd he was going to be a Friend to 
n. their mortal Enemy Motexuma, and therefore they 
p- © were agreed never to give over till they had conquer'd 
he the Spaniards, and ſacrificd them to their Gods, and 


then made a ſolemn Banquet of them, which they 


om calld Heavenly; that the War was carry'd on at the 
ght particular Inſtigation of Xicorencarl, the General of the 


ZRepublick, who Carr 'd its Standard, which was a 
1 L12 Solden 
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Golden Eagle, with its Wings diſplay'd, and much 
Enamel, and other Ornaments, and that he would ſee 
it the next Day in the Rear of their Army, becauſe 
they were to fight; for in Time of Peace it went before; 
that they were about one hundred and fifty thouſand 


Men, moſt of them Archers, who were very good 


Markſmen, when they lay in Hollows, or on the Rid. 
ges of Hills; that they were very much afraid of the 
Thunder, and of the great running Stags, and were 
amaz'd at the dreadful Wounds their Swords had 
made. 
THe great Tlaſcallan Army appear'd, the General; 
Standard was ſeen, and the number of Men was ſo 
great, that they cover'd the whole Plain, all of them 
painted, and with great Plumes of Feathers, arm'd al 
ter their Manner with Bows, and Arrows, Slings, and 
Javelings,which they caſt with Leather Strops, ſo ſtrong- 
ly, and with ſuch Dexterity, that they would piercea 
Door, and was the Weapon the Spaniards moſt dread:d; 
long Spears, and Swords edg d with Flint, as alſo Tar- 
gets, Clubs, Head-Picces, wooden Gantlets and Greves, 
coverd with Deer's Skins gilt, Cotten Armour for the 
Body, a Finger thick, which they call'd Eſcavpiles 
worn afterwards by the Spaziards, who found them uſe- 
ful againſt the Arrows, and convenient in the Toils they 
underwent, not being able to endure Armour of Steel 
or Iron. They likewiſe made Uſe of the Indian Tar 
gets, their own being ſoon ſpoilt with often fighting, 
and thoſe were very lightly, made of Wood and Lea- 
ther, adorn'd with Feathers, and others of Recds, and 
Cotton, being the beſt becauſe they did not ſplit. The 
Army march'd very orderly, divided into Batallions, 
not in Rank and File, but crowded together, and every 
Batallion had Horns, and Kettle-Drums, which was 
an extraordinary Sight, for the Spaniards had never be- 
held fo great an Army ſince they diſcover'd the Indis. 
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The Enemy halted very near the Spariards, with a deep 


Trench or Slough between them. Corres ſhow'd him- 


ſelf highly pleas d at the Sight of them, and told his 


Men, that God gave them that Opportunity for his 
greater Glory, and the Honour of the Spaniſh Nation, 


which would ſtrike a Terror not only into Motecuma, 
but into all that World. The Tlaſcallaus being highly 


215 with ſo great and mighty an Army, encourag d 
their uſual Succeſs againſt their Enemies, very loftily 
ſaid, . Who are theſe few conceited Fellows, that de- 


| « ſign to enter our Country againſt our Will? But 
„ thar they may not think we had rather ſtarve them 


« out, than ſubdue them by Force of Arms, let us 
« ſend them ſomething to eat, for they are hungry, 


c and weary, that they may be more pallatable to us 


« when ſacrific d.“ They ſent three hundred Tur- 
keys, two hundred Baskets of Cakes of Zentli, which 
they call Tamales, being about two hundred Arrobas, 
that is, fifty hundred Weight of Bread, which was an 
extraordinary Supply for the Spaziards, conſidering the 
the Diſtreſs they were in. 


2 Wurz the Taſcallaus thought the Spaniards had eas 


ten, Aicotentatl in a very haughty manner commanded 
two thouſand Men to go to them, ſaying, © Go take 
« thoſe Creatures the Sea has ſpew'd up, and if they 
defend themſelves, kill them; and ſee that you behave 


« yourſelves like brave Men, ſince you are the Flower - 


y the ſmall Number of the Spaniards, puff'd up with- 


L 


« of our Army, and are going to fight for the Gods, 


e and for your Country. The two thouſand Men 


boldly pass d the Slough, and with no leſs Intrepidi- 


ty advanc'd to the Tower. The Horſemen went 
out farſt to receivethem, and the Infantry follow'd, and 
the 7laſcallans at the very firſt Incounter were made ſen- 


lible of What the Spaniſh Weapons could do. They 
drew back a little, but return'd with greater Fury, when 


they 
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they were fully convinc'd, that thoſe few Men were ! 
not to be lighted ; ſuch of them as lighted upon the 
Paſs in the Slough, or Quagmire eſcap'd, all the reſt! 1 
were kill d. The Commanders of the Army having « 
feen what had hapned, giving a hideous Shout fell on t 
with all their Power, and ſo boldly, that many of the f 
Indians came up to the very Camp, and ſome enter d it t. 
in ſpight of thoſe that were left upon the Guard, fighting c 
with the Spaniards hand to hand. This prov d a Day of Þ b 


mighty Danger, by reaſon of the immenſe Multitude tl 
of the Enemy, for the Fight laſted above four Hours, ve 
within and without the Trenches, before they could th 
make room, the Indians charging and attacking furiouſſy, C 


till ſeeing ſo great a Number kill'd, they began to ſlack- ed 
en; being amazed that they kill'd never a Spaniard, #Þ* 
looking upon that as wonderful, ſo that they ſtill fought 
as if they had been angry with themſelves; but as it 
grew late, they retir d. The Spaniards reſted that Night 
the better, becauſe they knew the [zdians would not 
fight in the Night, but kept a good Guard. The 774% 
callans did not look upon themſelves as vanquiſh'd, and 
how many were kill d could not be known, becauſe 3 
ſoon as one fell they carry d him off and hid him, which! 
was thought to be done to avoid diſcouraging their own 
Men, and encouraging the Enemy. F 
TRE next Day Cortes march d cut into the Country, 
burnt ſome Towns, and plunder'd one that had three 
thouſand Inhabitants, but few Soldiers, becauſe moſt! 
of them were gone to the Army; however they fought Þ* 
as Men would do for their Houſes and Goods, tho it! 
availd them little, for many were kii2d. The Town! 
was fir d, many Priſoners carry'd away, and the Span. 
ards return d to their Quarters, at the Time when a great! 
Number of Men were coming to defend that Place, but! 
retird immediately for fear 7 the Guns, and being fa- 
rigu'd with the Heat. The next Day the Tlaſcallar FF 
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thinking they could gain more Advantage over the Spa- 
ziards in narrow Places, in haughty manner ſent them 
Proviſions again, as they had done before, wiſhing they 
would come out into ſome ſtreight Place, but findin 


ö they did not, they boldly gave the Attack again. They 
2 fought five Hours very deſperately, without being able 


to kill, or take one. Spaniard, which was what they moſt 


2 covered ; but of them a prodigious Number was ſlain, 
2 becauſe as they were throng'd together, the Cannon, 
the Muskets, and the Croſs-bows made very great Ha- 

vock. At length, being tir d, fretted, and aſham'd 

that they had not executed their Malice, they retir d in 


| © Confuſion, ſaying, the Spaniards muſt needs be inchant- 
ad, ſince their Weapons did them fo little Harm. The 


next Morning the Commanders ſent their Meſſengers 


to Cortes, who ſaid to him, „ Sir, if you are a fierce 


* God, here are five Slaves for you to eat? If you are 
EZ © a good God, we offer you Incenſe and Feathers ? and 
2 © if you are a Man, take theſe Fowls, Bread and Cher- 


„ ries, for you and your Men to eat? Their deſign 


vas to know, whether the Spaniards were Men like 
$ themſelves, becauſe by reaſon they had not been able to 
$ vanquiſh them, or kill any one, they concluded they 
were immortal; and ſeeing on the other Hand, that the 
did cat, and do other Things, like Mortals, they were 
aſtoniſh'd. Cortes, who never wanted Diſcretion upon 
any Occaſion, faid, They were all mortal Men like 
themſelves, made up of the fame Qualifications ; but 
I rhat becauſe they believ'd in and ſerv'd one only true 
God, he did and would always aſſiſt them; that th 
ſhould not deal treacherouſly with him, for all would 
turn to their Prejudice, and ſince he did not deſire to 
do them any Harm, but to be their Friend, he advis'd 
them not to be obſtinate. Having deliver'd himſelf 
thus mildly, he diſmiſs'd them, returning Thanks for 
the Preſent, The next Day thirty thouſand TTaſcallans 


advanc'd, 
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advanc'd, being deſirous to ſignalize themſelves more 
than the reſt had done, and fought ſo bravely, that 
the Battle was more bloody than the former; but at 
laſt they went off with Shame; and it is to be obſerv d, 
that for the Space of ten Days the Spaniards continu'd in 
thoſe Quarters; the Indians generally ſupply*d;them wick 
Fowl, Bread, and Cherries; only that they might he! 
the Opportunity of viewing its Order and Situatior, 7 
whetherany dead Men were bury d, or wounded dreſs, Þþ * 
and obſerve how they look d, or whether they hd! 
more or fewer Forces; but the Spaniards at the firſt 
had no Jealouſy of their Deſign, and on the contrary (yt 
commended the Indians for making War only with 
their Weapons, for had they cut off their Provition; 
the Damage would have been very great. Every Time 
they carry'd Proviſions they ſaid thoſe that fought 
were the barbarous Otomies, and not the Tlaſcallan. 
In one of theſe Engagements, a gay Tlaſcallan wel js 
arm d fought fo bravely with two Spaniards, that he [% 
put them to it, till Lares the Farrier, crying out, Fo Wa fo 
ſhame Spaniards, clos d with the Iadian, who ſtood fre 
boldly, with his Sword, and Target, and ſtriking hs h 
Spear into his Breaſt, kilbd him. The Valour of the 3 
Tlaſcallans was ſo great, and their Multitude fo prod. 
dious, that all Men concluded it was rather ſome divine Þ? 
Aſſiſtance, than any human Power that ſupported tie 
Spaniards. 175 Hoiltg 8 
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CHAP. III. 


The Tlaſcallans ſend Spies into the Spaniſh 
Army; Cortes marches to Cinpancingo; 

the Inhabitants offer to make Peace be. 
7 zween him, aud Tlaſcala; his Speech to 
bis Soldiers; another Battle, and Peace 
concluded after it. 


| 8 HE Diſtance between the Quarters of 
ls [SES the Spaniards, and the City of Tia/cala 
Vas but fix Leagues, ſo that the Repub- 
Flick was daily inform'd of every Thing 
4— dthat hapned. The 7iafcallans being now 
2 wholly: intent upon ſeeking revenge of the Spaniards, 
and finding how little they could do by open Force, 
had recourſe to Policy, and in order to it, the more 
to lull the Spariards: into Security, and ſeem inclin'd 
to Peace, tliey ſent ſome Men of note, with Preſents 
of Gold and Fearhers, which were very conſiderable 
for the City of Tlaſcala, from whence they came. 
They made great Obey ſance to Cortes, and the eldeſt 
of them told him, That the Republick kiſs'd his 
Hands, and ſent that ſmall Preſent, which was not ſo 
Finconſiderable for want of good Will, but by reaſon 
of the Poverty of their Country, but if he had any 
other Commands, they would ſerve him very readily. 
Cortes thinking the Meſſage had been ſincere, very 
Pleaſantly told them, that tho he valu'd the Preſent, 
Vor. IL Mm e 
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he made more Account of their good Will, and co- 
veted nothing more than making them his Friends. 
He gave them ſome Spaniſh Toys, which they valus, 
The next Day the Tlaſcallans ſent fifty Men, who 
in their Way look d conſiderable, brought Provifions, 
ask d how the Men did, and what they meant to do. 
Cortes ſaid they were all well, gave Thanks for the 
Preſent, and thoſe Men growing familiar walk'd all a 
bout the Camp, viewing its Situation, and obſerving 
the Weapons, the Habit, and particularly the Horſe, 
pretending to wonder at every thing, tho* in reality 
the Strangeneſs of all thoſe Things might well be ad. 
mird by them. Teuth the Zempoalan Gentleman ta- 
king particular Notice of them, told Cortes, he did 
believe thoſe Men to be Spies, and that they had ſome 
private Talk with the Indians of Rtactuchitlan. Up- 
on this Advice, Cortes ordei'd any one of them to be 
taken up without being obſerv'd by the others, whom 
he examin'd by his Interpreters, uſing Threats if he 
did not confeſs the Truth. He own'd that they had 
been all ſent to diſcover which way they might beſt bum 
the Baracks, to which Purpoſe they defign'd to march 
with a great Army by Night, thinking that the $«- 
nb Guns, Horſes, and Weapons were leſs to be fear d in 
the Dark. Others having confirm'd this Account, he 
caus'd the Hands of ſeven of thoſe Men, and the Thumbs 
of ſome others to be cut off, tho' much againſt his 
Inclination, but believing it might be of uſe for the 
future, and bid them go tell their General Xicotencat, 
that he would ſerve all the Spies that fell into his 
Hands after that manner; and that he might advance 
with his Army, for he would always Rnd the Sr. 
niards invincible, either by Night, or by Day. 
TRHOSE Men with their Hands cut off, ſtruck 


a great Conſternation among Xicotencatl's Forces, be- ; 
lieving that the Spaniards had ſome Spirit that por” ; 
| | : 
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ver'd their Thoughts to them, for which reaſon they 
durſt not ſend any more Spies nor Proviſions. Cortes 


being thus inform'd of what was deſign'd againſt him, 


enlarg'd his Trenches, and fortify'd all that was con- 
venient, providing every Thing till Sun-ſet, when he 
perceiv'd that the Enemy's Army was advancing to 
put their Deſign in Execution; and judging it moſt 

jenr not to ſuffer them to come up to his Quar- 
ters, for fear of the Miſchief that might happen by 


: Fire, he boldly march'd out to meet them, which he 


thought would terrify them the more, as believing 
their Intenrion had not been known. He caus'd all the 
Horſes to have Breaſt Plates full of Hawks-bells, that 


. the Noiſe might make them ſeem the more, and every 


Man might hear where his Comrade was, directin 


| they ſhould ſtrike the Enemies on the Faces with their 
| Spears, becauſe they were wont to lay hold of, and 
| ſnatch them away. Then having told the Soldiers, 


that they muſt overcome that Multitude by Dint of 


{ Valour, he fell on at the Time when the Spies, whoſe 
Hands had been cut off, were relating what had befal- 
len them, which much troubled the General, and all 
that heard it; but they were much more aſtoniſh'd 
do ſee themſelves ſo unexpectedly aſſaulted; ſo that 
they inſtantly diſpers'd, and all fled without making 
* any Oppoſition, over the Corn Fields which extend- 
ed far c 
Cortes took Care to put a ſtop to t 
fear they ſhould be drawn into ſome Place of Diſ- 
© advantage, and it was very remarkable to behold in 
what humble, and devout manner they all came back, 
* praiſing God, for granting them ſuch Victories, in 
Places unknown to them, and ſo populous, which was 
2 2 Demonſtration of the divine Aſſiſtance, and made 
hem rejoyce, tho much fatigu'd, and many of them 
$ wounded, and without Medicines to dreſs them, fo 


ereabouts, and tho! a great * was made, 
e Purſuit, for 


Mm z itt 


268 The HIS TOR of America. 


that for want of Oyl they were forc'd to uſe the Greaſe 
of Indians that were kill'd, when they could get it, 
for, as has been ſaid, thoſe People always endeavour d 
to carry off the Bodies of the ſlain. Ha 

TRE next Day Cortes ſeeing his Men chearful, ſig 
to them, “ That ſince God had till then ſo viſibly 
cc aſſiſted them, =_ would be all very much tg 
ec blame, if they did not proceed on what they had 
& ſo well begun, with double Reſolution, and to 
<« that Purpoſe it was requiſite to preſs hard upon the 
« Taſcallans, to the end they might 1 Prov: 
cc the ſurer Friends; for that nothing could be more 
ce adyantagious to them in New-Spain, than to be in 
cc 5 with that Commonwealth, which waz 
cc to be compaſs d by proſecuting the Victories they 
<« had gain'd over them.” All the Commanders, and 
chief Soldiers entirely refign'd themſelves to his Will 
promiſing to follow whereſoever he would lead them, 
Acotencatl being much out of Countenance at the 
Diſaſters he had met with againſt the Spaniardi, re- 
tir'd to Tlaſcala. MMaxiſcatzin, and the other Lords 
told him, it had been better to have follow'd the 
firſt Advice, and ſav'd- the Lives of ſo many as had 
periſh'd by the Hands of thoſe brave Men, who were 
favour'd by their God, and therefore it was in vain 
to perſiſt obſtinately to the Loſs of the Reputation 
of that Republick. Cortes ſeeing no Enemy appear in 
the open Country, went up to the Top of the Tower 
of the Temple where his Quarters were, whence he 
diſcover'd ſeveral Towns, and abundance of Smoxks 
towards the Mountains. Then coming down he told 
his Captains he beliey'd that to be a large Place, and 
ſince no Enemy appear'd it was proper not to loſe 
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Time, but to put in Execution what had been agreed or. 
As ſoon as it was Night, having before taken ancx- 
act View of the Country, he reſolv'd to try his For: 
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tune, and enter d upon a great Road, with half his 
Infantry, and all his Horſe, judging that Way would 
lead him to the Smoaks he had ſeen. Tho? the Dark- 
neſs of the Night was dreadful, as it was to march 


at that unuſual Hour, in aa unknown Country, and 


without knowing where they ſhould fall in with their 
Enemies, yet they advanc'd undaunted. They had 
ſcarce gone a League, when a Horſe fell, Cortes order'd 
him to return to the Quarters, and preſently two more fel] 
one after another, and before it was long made up five, 
The Soldiers begg'd of Cortes, for the Love of God 
to turn back, and do what they deſignd by Day, 


| becauſe they look d upon that as an ill Omen; he with 


an undaunted Courage, and Intrepidity, pray d them, 
ſor the Love of God. whoſe Cauſe they had in Hand 
not to regard ſuperſtitious Obſervations, but to hold 
on their Way, ſince he went himſelf foremoſt, and 
that the Horſes might return to the Place from whence 
they came, for his Mind gave him that they ſhould 
that Night perform the greateſt Enterprize they had 
eyer yet gone about. He had ſcarce ſpoke thoſe Words, 
when his Horſe fell, which he wonder'd at, where- 


upon all his Men, urging, that it was tempting of God, 
* and ſome that he would ruin all, he with much Ge- 


neroſity, in a ſevere manner told them, They ought 
to conſider, that great Undertakings were not to be 
carry'd on without Difficulties; that they ſhould try 
to march a-foor, leading the Horſes, to fee what that 
ſtrange Accident tended to. When they had march'd 
far after this manner, the Horſes were all well, and they 
could never find what had occaſion d their paſt Diſ- 
temper, tho' ſome fancy'd it might have been ſome 
Sorcery of the Indians, much practisd among them; 
but it was no other than the Cold of the Night which: 
gave them the Gripes. 


PROCEEDING 
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PROCEEDING thus, till they had loſt their Aim at the 
Mountains, they came into ſome ſtony Grounds, from 
which they extricated themſelves oak Difficulty, and 
ſpying a Fire, made towards it. They found two Men, 
and two Women in a Houſe, who conducted them to 
the Mountains where Cortes had ſeen the Smoaks. Beforeit 
was Day they came into ſome Villages, where the Fright 
was greater than the Hurt, and being inform'd that 
Cinpancingo, a large Town was near by, they ſoon came 
to it, the ſurprize oc caſioning much Confuſion. Some 


Harm was done at firſt, but the People running away, 


fome of them naked, the Women fhrieking, and all in 
the utmoſt Conſternation, Cortes order'd that no Perſon 
ſhould be kill'd, and nothing taken, ſo that all the Diſ- 
order ſoon ceas'd, and the Inhabitants return'd to their 
Houſes. Cortes went up to a high Place, whence he diſ- 
cover'd ſuch an immenſe Multitude of Houſes, that he 
was aſtoniſh'd, and asking, whar Places thoſe were, 
was told, That was the City of Tlaſcala, and the Vil. 
lages about it. He call'd all his Men, and faid, 
what would it have avail'd to deſtroy the People of 
Cinpancingo, ſince there are ſo many yonder. Then 
turning to Alonſo de Grado, who was chief Alcalde, 
he ask'd him, what he thought was fit to be done, 
conſidering the Multitude of People they diſcover d. 
He anſwer d, That they ſhould return to the Sea, and 
write to James Velaſquez to ſend Supplies, becauſe if 
any croſs Accident, or Sickneſs ſhould happen among 
them, it was certain they would be all devour'd by the 
Indians. Cortes was much concern'd at this Anſwer, 
and eſpecially for its touching upon James Yelaſquer. 
However he reply'd to him, that he ought to conſider, 
that if once they went about to retire, the very 
Stones would riſe up againſt them, and if they muſt 
certainly dye, it was better to periſn in the Proſecu- 
tion of their Deſign, than running away. | 
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He then went to reſt him by a Spring, that was 
without the Town, whither the prime Men, ſeeing 
no Harm had been done them, reſorted to him with 
abundance of unarm'd People, carrying a Quantity of 
Proviſions. They thank'd him for having done no 
Hurt, as he might, defiring he would continue the 
fame Orders, and offer'd to obey him, and intercede 
with the Lords of Tlaſcala, for a Peace. Heenterrain'd 
them very kindly, promiſing his Friendſhip, provided 
they were ſincere, and ſo return'd to his Quarters, 
well pleas'd, and confiding in the Succeſs, bidding the 
Soldiers not ſpeak ill of the Day till it was paſt, for 
he hop'd, that the War with Tlaſcala was at an End, 
as they would find it, and if fo, God had much Proſ- 
perity in ſtore for them. Thoſe he had left in his 
Quarters were very melancholy, fearing ſome diſaſter 
had befallen Cortes, becauſe of the Sickneſs of the Hor- 
ſes ; but when they ſaw him return with a pleaſant 
Countenance, prancing his Horſe, all the Men fafe, 
with ſome of the Natives of the Country they croud- 
ed to welcome him. He told them all that had hap- 


ned, they liſtening with much Actention ; but when 
they were inform'd of the Greatneſs of Tlaſcala, and 


the Multitude of thoſe martial obſtinate People ; re- 


; flecting how many unhappy Accidents might happen, | 


how little Hopes there were of Supplies when they had, 


as they ſaid, blindly run themſelves into a Country 


they knew nothing of, and that ſince their Departure 
from Cuba fifty-five Spaniards had dy'd by Sickneſs, 
or of rhe Wounds receiv'd in the ſeveral Battles with 
the Tlaſcallaus, they began to hold Cabals, reſolving to 
perſwade, and even to require Cortes to have more regard 
to the publick Welfare, and not to carry them where 
they could not eaſily retreat, ſince the Danger was ſo 


E evident, offering to follow him through greater Fatigues, 
provided it were with a ſuitable Power, that which 


they 
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they then had being too inconſiderable for ſo potent 4 
Country. His ſureſt Friends advis'd him to take Or- 
der about it, before the Men mutiny'd. He anſwer, 
that the Danger was not ſo great as they repreſented it, 
and that it was only an Invention of thoſe that wanted 
to return to enjoy their Eaſe in Cuba; deſiring they 
would not bring him ſuch Advice, for he did not be- 
lieve that any Spaniardt could be ſo faint-hearted, eſpe. 


cially having till then met with fo much Succeſs. One 


Night, going the Reunds; to obſerve the Sentinels 
he heard loud talking, and ſome Soldiers ſaying, « If 
e our Commander is mad, let us be wife, and tel 
« him in plain Terms, that he muſt confider what 
c js fit to be done, or elſe we will leave him by him. 
« ſelf.” He told ſome Friends who were with him, 
that thoſe who durſt ſay ſo were likely enough to do 
It, and going on heard' the like in other Places, which 
troubled him very much, he would willingly have 
puniſh'd them; but thought it better to take no No- 
rice at that Time, till hearing that the Murmurs in- 
creasd, he caus'd all che Men to be drawn together, 
and ſpoke to them ſo effectually, that they all readily 
ſubmitted to his Will 

Ir pleas d God to allay all thoſe Diſcontents much 
better, for very ſoon after fix prime Mexican Nobk- 
men arriv*d in the Camp, attended by about two hun- 
dred Perſons. they had in their Service, much differ- 
ing from the others in their Habit, and Behaviout. 
Being brought before Cortes, they after their Manner 
made him profound Obey ſance, and it appear d that they 
had Notice at Mexico of the Victories he had gain d 
over the Tlaſcallaus. Before they ſpoke, they deliver d 
him a Preſent ſrom their King, conſiſting of one thou- 


ſand Cotton Garments, many curious Pieces of Fea- 


ther Work, and the Value of one thoufand Caſtellanos 
in very fine Gold Duſt, as it is taken out — the 
| mes. 
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Mines. Then the eldeſt of them ſaid, ( That their 
« Maſter Motex uma ſaluted him, and ſent that Preſent 


« by them, wiſhing him all Proſperity, and owning 


« he deferv'd much more, deſiring to know how he 
ce and all his did; and that if he wanted any thing 
« his Kingdom afforded, all was at his Service; that 
« hemuch rejoic'd at the News he had receiv'd of his 
« ViRtories obtain'd over the Tlaſcallaus; that wiſhing 
« him well, he deſir'd he would not go to Mexico, 
i becauſe the Way was bad and dangerous, and he 
« ſhould be ſorry, that any Miſchance ſhould befal 
« Men of fo much Valour, whom he ſo entirely lov'd ; 
« that he was willing to acknowledge the King of 
« Spain his Friend, and Sovereign, whom he would 
“ ſerve in all he ſhould command.” In Token that 
they had no more to fay, they ſtood hanging 
down their Heads, and their Arms extended one 
Hand being upon the. other. Cortes by his Inter- 
preters anſwer'd, «« Bidding them welcome, giving 
« many Thanks to Motex uma for his Preſent, his 
Affection, and the Advice he gave him; and 
« for offering to acknowledge ſo great a Monarch as 
« the King of Spain his Maſter ; and becauſe they 
te muſt be tir d with ſo long a Journey, he deſir'd 
« they would reſt themſelves there, whilſt he came 
«© to a Reſolution about his Journey to Mexico. 
Cortes's deſign was, that thoſe Embaſſadors ſhould 

ke how he behav'd himſelf towards the Tlaſcallaus, in 
caſe the War was carry*don, and if Peace were conclud- 
ed, that they ſhould hear how he reprov'd them 
for having begun ir. He then gave Orders that they 


- ſhould be well treated. At that Time he was indiſ- 


pos'd with a Fever, and therefore had not for ſome 
Days march'd out into the Country, ſo that nothing 
more was d6ne than ſecuring the Quarters, and ſome- 
times skirmiſhing with Parties of Tlaſcallans that came 
FFF  - 8 28 to 
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to make a Noiſe. He purg'd himſelf with a Parcel 
ol Pills he had carry'd from Cuba, and before they 
began to work, the Alarm was given on Account of 
three great Bodies of the Enemy that had appeat d, 
and attack'd the Quarters in three ſeveral Parts, with 
the greateſt Fury, believing the Spaniards to be in an 


ill Condition, becauſe they had not been abroad du- | 
ring the aforeſaid Days. Cortes, notwithſtanding his 
Purge mounted a Horfeback, fought a long Time in 


Perſon, playing both Parts of Commander and Soldier, 
and omitting nothing that was to be done, till the 
Enemy were routed and fled, the Mexicans being 
prefent, and obſerving every particular Action. The 
next Day the Purge work d with Cortes, as if it had 
been then taken, the Phyſician faying, that Nature 
had with-held the Operation upon the Diverſion given 
by the Mind. The Tlaſcallaus admiring that all their 
Power had not been able to compaſs their Deſign, 
and moſt of them concluding that the Spaniards wen 
aſſiſted by ſome Deity, which render'd them invincibl, 
beſides being inform'd, that the Mexican Embaſſadors 
were 11 at the Spaniſh Army; having ſeriouſly 
conſulted what was to be done, after many Debates 
and Conteſts, concluded that Peace ought to be made, 
and Endeavours us'd to divert them from entering 
into any Alliance with the Mexican, if the fame 
were in Agitation, becauſe that would be the greateſt 
misfortunethar could befal them. Young Xicorencatl ws 
appointed to go on this Embaſfy, tho? he endeavourd 
to excuſe himſelf ; but having receiv'd poſitive Com- 
mands, he made ready with fifty of the principal Men 
in the City, and ſome Youths to be lf as Hoſtage. 


He carry'd a Prefent of Cotton Cloth, and Feather 
Works, with ſome Gold, according to the Ability 
of that City, which had very little of thoſe Things. 
Cortes being advertis d of the Embaſſay that was com. 
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ing from the Republick of Tlaſcala,, and that Xicatencarl 
was the Perſon employ'd, he went out to receive, 


and conducted him to his Quarters with much Ho- 


nour, and Attendance. Fhey two ſate down, and 
all the reſt ſtanding, as well Spaniards as Naſcallaus, 
the Preſent and the Hoſtages were brought in, and 
Licotencati in very courteous manner begg'd Pardon of 
all that was paſt for himſelf, and his Republick, mak - 
ing many Excuſes, and offering to enter into a tri 
Alliance with the Spaniards, and to ſerve them faith- 
fully for the future. | 

Cortes having duly conſider d the Tiaſcallans Speech, 


and how much he had been mov'd whilſt ſpeaking, 
told him, «© There was no Occaſion to make himſelf 


& uneaſy, for that, as he would find in Proceſs of 


| © Time, he and his would be fo cordially their Friends, 


e that they ſhould not love one another better; be- 


| © cauſe it was the Nature of the Spaziards not only 
4 to return good for good, but even to do good to 
| © thoſe from whom they had receiv'd Harm, it being 
the beſt of Conqueſts to make Friends of Enemies, 
| © ſo that he already wiſh'd for ſome Opportunity to 
FT py what he ſaid, by his Actions. However, 
| © he pray d that they would rightly conſider how that 
* Friendſhip was concluded, fo that there might be 
| © no Failure in it; for that his God, by whoſe aid he 
* © conquerd, did not bear with Frauds ; and that when 
he enter d upon their Country, which would be as 
* © ſoon as he had diſmiſs'd the Mexican Embaſſadors, 
| © they would be ſenſible that his Friendſhip deſerv'd to 
| © be valu'd.” Xicotencath roſe up very well pleas d, Cortes 
| embrac'd, and went with him out of his Tent, the 
| other Commanders attending him out of the Quarters, 
| al being well pleas'd, and ſettled in their Minds, ho- 
ping that firice the War was concluded with Tiaſcala, 
| they ſhould reap great Advantages from that Alliance; 
HE . - 


for 


276 The H ISTORY of America, 


for at that Time, conſidering that ſome of them 


were dead, very many wounded, and the reſt ſpent 
with Fatigues, their Number fo ſmall, and the man 
Difficulties they had to ſurmount, they concluded that 
if the War had laſted they muſt all have'periſh'd, and 


therefore they aſcrib'd the concluding of this Peace x | 


that Time to the ſpecial Goodneſs of God, and for con- 
firming of them in this religious Opinion, Cortes of- 


der'd Maſs to be ſaid, anda ſolemn Thankſgiving ; al. : 
ter which FE. John Diaz, call'd the Tower of the Tem. 


ple there, the Tower of Vifto 6 in Memory of thoſ 
the Troops had gain'd whilſt they had their Quant 
cloſe by it, during almoſt uy _ they continu 
In 2 that TR 
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7 he Alliance between Cortes and the Th 
cCallans concluded; bis Reception int⸗ 


their City; the Ori ginal and Deſcriptiot N 


thereof, and huw it came to be a Repub. 
lick; the Climate, Nature, and other Far. 
ticulars of that FrOvince. 5 8 


I COTE NCA TL at his Return to 7. 
ala was receiv'd as became an Embaſſadi + 
that had been managing an Affair of tht 

2 859 Conſequence; the Senate heard all he had 
co ſay, and it was there reſolv'd, thu 
ſince — ſtood io much in feed of Cortes to mal 
uſe of him Win. Nrmen oy ſhould endeayou : 
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to bring him into their City as ſoon as poſſihle, to 
prevent his concluding an Alliance with their Enemy. 
The Peace was proclaim'd throughout the City and 
province, and they made a Mitote, that is, a Dance of 
© above twenty thouſand Men cf the better Sort, richly 
© zdorn'd. They offer?d extraordinary Sacrifices to their 
Gods, burning abundance of Perfumes, and the more 
to expreſs their Joy, garniſh'd the Doors of their Hoy- 
ſes with Boughs, and Variety of Flowers. The Mexi- 
can Embaſſadars were much concern'd at that Alliance 
with the Tlaſcallaus, and bid Cortes take heed what he 
did, and not to truſt thoſe People, who were ſo falſe, 
that they would endeavour to compaſs by Treachery 
what they had not beenable to perſorin by open Force, 
and that he might be aſſur'd, if they once went into 
Tlaſcala, that they would murder them eyery Man baſe- 
ly. Tho' Cortes, being a cautious Man, did not as 
yet repoſe much Confidence in the Tiaſcalians, know- 
ing that the Meæicans were prejudic'd, he anſwer d, 
That if they were ever ſo treacherous he was reſolv'd 
to go into the City, for he fear'd them leſs there than 
in the Field. Having heard his Reſolution, they de- 
ſird he would give Leave for one of them to go to 
Mexico, to acquaint the King with what was doing, 
and carry an Anſwer to their principal Meſſage, pray- 
ing he would ſtay there ſix Days, till they could hear 
from Mexico. He was well pleas'd with their Propo- 
fa, that he might in that Time diſcover whether the 
Friendſhip the Tlaſcallaus offer d was ſincere, and how 
it was taken at Mexico. | 2h 
WrirsT theſe Things were in Agitation, many 
Tlaſcallans reſorted to the Army with Proviſions, and 
gave them gratis; others went out only to ſee, and be 
acquainted with the Spaniards, praying them to go to 
ue their City, They gave them good Words, till the 
ou Meſſenger returning from Merxico the ſixth Day, 
E T. tf o brought 
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brought ten coſtly Jewels of Gold well wrought, and 
one thouſand five hundred Cotton Garments, and in 
More uma Name intreated Cortes, not to expoſe him- 
ſelf to the Danger of going into Tlaſcala, for he af. 
ford him, he would repent it, becauſe thoſe were 2 
needy People, and invited him thither, that they might 
rob him, and would never have concluded a Peace 
had they not known that he was their Friend. On 
the other Hand the four prime Lords had already ſent 
to intreat, and importune him to repair to their City, 
offering him ſtill greater Security, if he defir'd it, and 
proteſting that their Friendſhip ſhould: Iaft for ever, 
for they would never violate the Faith of the _ 
lick upon any Account, becauſe if they ſhould the 
Gods would puniſh them. Cortes concluding that fo 
much Courteſy and Importunity muſt needs proceed 
from a fincere Friendſhip, and being much courted to 
It by the Zempoalans, reſolv'd to go to Tlaſcala, and 
accordingly began his March, in good Order, leaving 
ſeveral Croſſes, and Heaps of Stones at his Quarters, 
by the Tower of Victory, in Memory of thoſe he had 
there obtain'd. It was ſtrange to fee what Multitudes 
of People flock'd along the Road from all the neigb- 


bouring Parts, to gaze upon the Spaniards, all of them 


ama d at the Sight of ſuch Men, and calling to mind 


the Victories they had gain'd, ſtood beſide themſelves 


with Surprize, not knowing what to think of the Ar- 
rival of that ſtrange People. The Accounts the Zem- 
poalans, and other radians that folow'd the Spaziards, 
gave, were very notable ; who as it were glorying to 
be in their Company, extoll'd their Valour, their 
Goodneſs, and their brave Actions, praiſing their God 
by whoſe Aid they eonquer d. Others faid, 6 What 
« do you think of it now? Here are thoſe choſen 
« Men, fent by their God, whom ſuch vaſt Numbers 
« of you could not vanquiſh, and we have brought 
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& them to be your Friends.” Thus attended and cry'd 


up they arriv'd at Tlaſcala. 

Cortes took Care to ſend Advice to John de Eſcalante, 
and the reſt that had been left behind at Vera Craz, 
of the Succeſs ir had pleas'd God to give him, dire&- 
ing them to carry on the building of the Fort, and to 
keep a watchful Eye both upon the Natives, and upon 
the Ships that ſhould come from Cuba, and orderin 


two Jars of Wine to be ſent him, ſor ſaying Maſs, 


and for the Sick, having us d all that he -carry'd with 
him. When he arriv's at Tlaſcula, on the 18th of 
September 15 19, the Lords of the four great Quarters 
the City was divided into, came out to meet him, 
in the moſt ſtately manner they were able, attended 


by ſeveral other of the greateſt Perſons in the Com- 


monwealth, and above one hundred thouſand Men. 
The Province complimented him at -ſeveral Places ; 
firft at Texonpantzinco; next at Atliquetzan, a very 
krge Town, whither Piltecutli came with a very nu- 
merous Retinue. Thence Cortes proceeded to Tizatla, 
a Town belonging to the Quarter of old Xicotencat!, 
who came not out of his Houſe, becauſe of his great 
Age. The other Lords, being Maxiſcatxin, Zitla- 
epopricatzin, and Tlevexolotzin with all the prime No- 
jr 4 and as ſoon as the Spariards came up in good 
Order, young Xicotencatl embrac'd Cortes, as did the 
other Lords, whom he receiv'd very courteouſly, and 
they all proceeded together to the Place where he and 
his Men were to be quarter'd, always expreſſing their 
deſire to ferve them. When the Spaniards had been 
put into their Quarters at the great Temple, and the 
Indians their Friends with them, who took it for a par- 
ticular Favour, they were generouſly treated, and ſup- 
ph'd with all Neceſſaries. It was wonderful to fee 
what a Multitude of People appear'd both without 
and within the City, all in their beſt Apparel, danc- 
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ing before them to their very Quarters, where they k 
preſented Cortes with many valuable Pieces of Gold, 
precious Stones, and abundance of Cotton Cloth and 
Garments, interwoven with Feathers, which conſider-. 
ing their Poverty, was very extraordinary. At firſt | 
the Natives thought the Man and the Horſe. had been 
one Monſter, and they gave the Horſes their Allowance 
of Fowls, believing that they had eaten Bread and Fleſh; 
but this miſtake laſted not long, for they perceiy d 
them to be irrational Creatures, that fed on Graſs; 
tho? they long perſiſted in the Opinion of their being 
fierce Animals, that devour d Men, for which reaſon 
the | Spaniards did put Bridles into their Mouths, and 
led them with Iron Chains, and when any Horſe's 
Mouth happen'd to be bloody, they faid he had en- 
ten ſome Man ; and when they neigh'd, that they 
ask'd for Meat, and it muſt be given them, that they 
might not be angry, and ſo they were. very diligent 
to ſupply them. Strangers from remote Parrs went 
privarely to ſee theſe unheard-of Novelties, to enquire 
what Men thoſe were, and what was doing. The 
Tlaſcallans told them much more than the Truth, to 
ſtrike a Terror into all the Country; affirming, that 
they were Gods, and that no human Power could 
hurt them, which was the more eaſily credited, becauſe | 
they underſtood that the Spaniards were in Taſcala, 
which had been ever reputed the beſt govern'd Com- 
monwealth, and its People the braveſt, and moſt mar- 
tial. The more to aſſure Corres of their Affection, 
they preſented him with above three hundred beautiful 
Women, all very well dreſs d, that had been condemn'd 
for Crimes to be facrific'd, which they gave the Spa- 
niards as an Offering, and they lamented their mis- 
fortune. Cortes would not accept of them, alledging WF © 
that their Religion did not permit any Man to have 1 


more than one Wife, and ſhe ought to be a — pi 


the General of great Valour ; becauſe Calchichiutl is t 
Colour of an Emerald, and Emeralds are highly valu'd 
among thoſe People. They call'd Peter de Alvarado 
the Sun, becauſe he was very fair of Complexion, with 
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Ar laſt, in regard that the Indians take it very ill to 
have their Gifts rejected, ſome of them were receiv'd, 
under Colour of ſerving Marina Malinche, who was 
preſent at all Interviews, and Conferences, and ve- 

much refpe&ted; for it was the Cuſtom among 
the Indians, for a Woman of Quality to have a great 


Number of Women to wait on her; and the Ladians 


obſerving, that theſe and other Women Slaves they 
at feveral Times gave the Spaniards, liv'd contentedly 
with them, the prime Men afterwards gave them their 


own Daughters, to the End that the Race of thoſe 


brave Men might continue among them. Xeotencatl 
gave a beautiful Daughter he had to Peter de Alvarado, 
and ſhe was afterwards call d Dona Lniſa Techquiluaſin, 
thoſe People whilſt they were Gentiles, having no 
other Matrimony than the Conſent of the Parties. 
They gave Cortes the Name of Calchichiutl, bgnifying, 

2 


an agreeable red, and much belov'd by the 724, 
tallans. Cortes by Degrees very particularly inquir'd 
into the Power, and other Affairs of Idotezuma's Em- 
pire, and concerning the Enmity between him, and 


| that Republick. He commanded his Men to take no- 


thing but what was freely given them. The Natives 
oblig'd them in every thing, and the Spariards and the 
Indians that went with them, behav'd themſelves ve- 
ry civilly, never going beyond the Limits aſſign d them 
without Leave from Cortes, who kept them under ſuch 
ſtrict Diſcipline, that there was not the leaſt Cauſe of 
Complaint. 5 5 
Now ſince this Province was fo famous, and contri- 
buted fo much towards reducing of the Mexican Em- 
pire under the Dominion of the Crown of Spain, it 
Vor. II. O 0 will 
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will be requiſite to give ſome Account of it. The fi 
whole Extent of it is fifty Leagues, which the Indians in 
reckowd by one Reſt, two Reſts, one Run, two IM gi 
Runs, &c ; and the Journeys by Suns, or Moons; | þ 
and when they were ask'd, at what Time ſhall we come to 
to ſuch a Place; they anſwer'd, when the Suns MW @ 
there, pointing to the Part of Heaven; and for þ m- 
many Days Journey, they ſaid, ſo many Suns, and W ve 
the ſame by the Moon, reckoning the Night from the the 
Setting of the Sun to its Riſing. The City of T’ ed, 
cala was very ſtrongly ſituated by Nature, in twenty cor 
Degrees Latitude, among very high, and ſteep Cliſs BM Flo 
and Rocks, whence it had the Name of Tlaſcala, lig- Ro 
nifying a Place of Rocks, till it was afterwards corrup-- Wi 
red and chang'd to Tlaſcallan, importing a Place of Sed 
Bread, becauſe the Province abounds in Indian Whei, ſure 
and other Grain, and Proviſions, their Harveſt being Met 
always plentiful, by reaſon that the high Mountains WF No; 
occaſion much Rain, ſo that the Earth has ſufficient MW ſhut 
Moiſture. The City was built in that Place becau Mol 

of its Strength, to ſecure it againſt their Enemies, for MM there 
which Reaſon moſt of the Towns ſtood on hig ding 
Grounds, and conſequently they were cold. Fron Evet 
XicotencatPs Quarter there runs a Ridge of Hills, b. {Weight 

- ginning in the Eaſt, and tending to the Weſt, fom- {Wlnha 
ing an oblong Side, through the Midſt where all th 
paſſes the River Zahuatl, which ſome Years overflow other 
its Banks, and carries away the Houſes and the Har {Wrain'c 
veſt. On the North Side of the fame Hills is th: Mipreſs 
Town of Ocotexilco, the firſt Settlement the Sparias I Tepea 
made after being protected by Maviſcatxin, who ws B{zeacc, 
the beſt Friend they had, and Lord of that Quarte» The: 
After the Country was ſubdu'd, for the better polili- N out o 
ing of the Natives, with the Conſent of the Repu- ling 
lick, they came down to live in the Plain, where they NMMAOur 
now are, on the Bank of the River Zabarl, which hen 7 
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Fenifies Water of Itch, becauſe the Boys that bath'd 

in it generally had the Itch. Moſt ſumptuous Buil- 
dings have been erected there, after the Manner of 
San; but to paſs by what is at preſent, and return 


! 


to our Purpoſe, the Town was divided into Parcels at 
{mall Diſtances, without any Order, as is us'd with us, 


many Houſes crouded together, and between them ſe- 
veral narrow winding Lanes. The Houſes terraſs d at 


| the Top on Beams, ſome of mud Walls, ſome Board- 


| ed, ſome of Brick, and ſome of Lime and Stone, ac- 


| cording to every Man's Ability. They had no upper 


; I Floors, but all on the Ground, having very large 
| Rooms of a ſtrange Shape. Nor had they Doors, or 
Window Shutters, but only Mats made of a Sort of 
| Sedge, which they hung on and took down at Plea- 
ſure, with Hawks-bells of Gold, or Copper, or other 
| Metals, and Sea-Shells hanging on them, to make a 
Noiſe when they were taken down, or open d, or 
| ſhut, but they now build after the Spaziſh Faſhion. 
Moſt of this I is inhabited, for from the City 
| there ſtretch'd out other Towns, like Suburbs, exten- 
| ding two or three Leagues beyond the Compaſs of it. 
Every Houſe had its Land about it, and there were 


$ Inhabitants being above one hun thouſand; and 


eo al the Country round this Province was enclos'd by 
wn {other Nations ſubje& to the Mexicans, who had main- 
u: tain'd War againſt Tiaſcala for ſixty Years paſt, and 


th: {preſs'd them on all Sides. Theſe Nations were the 
Tipeacaus, Tominaqueans, Cholutecaus, Huexocingos, Tet- 
TLeaocans, Acolitucaqueans, Zacatecans, and Ulmecans, 
The Tlaſcdllans had expell'd the Vimecans and Zacatecans 


liſh- out of their Country, and kept it ta themſelves, cal- 
pul- ling themſelves at firſt Chichimecans, and inhabiting the 
they {lountains of Tepericpague, whence came Texcaltirpac, 
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eighteen Towns, all of them nog to T laſeala, the 
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ben Texcala, and laſtly T Laſcala. Having ſettled their 
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Boundaries to be known by, and refuſing to ſubmit to 
any King, or General, there enſu'd Civil Wars among 

them, conſpiring againſt their beſt Commanders; Am. 
bition taking Poſſeſſion of thoſe Barbarians, who could 


endure no Superior, or Equal, which occafion'd the 


aforeſaid bloody Wars among them, carry'd on with 
the utmoſt Cruelty. | 
TE Prime Men were ſo hard preſs'd, that the 
crav'd Aid of Teſcuco, and other Towns, being mu 
ſtreightned in Tiaſcala, tho well ſecur d with Ditche 
and Trenches. With thoſe Succours they enlargd 
their Borders, and grew too hard for their Ene- 
mies, who ask'd Aſſi ſtance of Matzaliutzin, King of 
Mexico. He ſent Word to the Tlaſcallans, that tho 
he had promis'd to aſſiſt their Enemies, it ſhould 
be only in Show, for which Reaſon he pray d 
them not to hurt the Mexicans. The Tlaſcallaus re- 
turn*d Thanks to the King of Mexico for that Favour, 
and had Recourſe to Prayers, and Sacrifices, as they 
uſually offer'd upon ſuch Occaſions, begging the Hey 
of their Gods with Tears, Faſting, and Offering, 


The Enemy's Army, among whom the Hwexocingon We 


were the chief, being in a Readineſs, began to go up 


the Hill to Tlaſcala, and the Defendants. ſally'd upon 
them. They took one of the Huexocingans, and imm 
diately went to facrifice him before their Idol Camaxi W 
fleaing him beſore he was quite dead, and one of then 
putting the Skin on himſelf, with the Guts hanging 
ſtood before that Idol, where the Prieſts pray'd, and 
begg'd Victory. In the mean Time the Battle va 
maintain'd with a mighty Slaughter, till a great Fog 
riſing, they kill d, and = one another down thok 
Rocks and Precipices, without knowing what Side 
they were of. Whilſt this was doing, the Aexica 
went up a Hill, from whence they ſaw what was d- 
ing, and having ſeen the End, they return'd oy 
8 * e , wy 
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When that War was over, thoſe Chichimecans of Tlaſcas 
la, ſtruck a great Terror into the Country, and all the 
neighbouring Callas and Mexicaus joytd in Alliance: 
with them, and living long in Peace, had Leiſure to 
build their Towns, and fettle the Frontiers. Tlaſcala 
enjoying Peace, all the Province was inhabired, and 
Culhnacuth, who was look d upon as the only Lord, 
divided what he had with his Brother Teyahualminqui, 
and went down to govern his People into the Vale of 
Ocuteculto. Theſe Brothers left the Sovereignty to 
two Sons of theirs, and one of them, tho' very brave, 
ru ſo tyrannical in his old Age, that the Subjects 

ing uneaſy, conſpir'd, and {lew him, and all his 
Friends, and Kindred ; but two Nurſes hid two young 
Sons of his, from whom deſcended Maxiſcatæ iu, the 
moſt faithful Friend of the Spauiardt. The other 


three Lords of Tlaſcala were of no leſs remarkable Deſ- 


cents. After the Death of Culhuacutli, the City, and 
its Territory began to be govern'd in the Nature of a 
Commonwealth. The Mexican Language was ſpoken 
at Tlaſcala, tho? there was another which they calld 


Otomiticł, from a Nation, which revolting from the 
Kings of Mexico, was receiv'd by the Tlaſcallans, as 


their Subjects, and had Lands given them to till, and 
dwell on, on Condition, that they ſhould guard the 
Frontiers againſt the Mexicans, and Culuas: Theſe 
were the barbarous Oromies on whom the Tlaſcallaxs at 
firſt laid the Blame, for having taken up Arms againſt 
Cortes. © They are very hardy, excellent Ps 4 —4 | 
extraordinary Idolaters, lewd, filthy, very favage, and 


hard to be brought to Chriſtianity ; Drunkards, and 


fond of living in remote Places, being the reverſe of 
thoſe that ſpeak rhe Mexican Tongue, who are doci- 
ble, and polite. Theſe Otomies were once polleſsd of 
all that Country, of very antient Times, and there 
are of them ſcatter d every where, but nothing is 
777; es er, 2 if known 
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known of their Original, becauſe they are ſo barb: 
rous, that they can give no Account of themſelves, 
being bold, fierce, and brave in War, and much ad- 
dicted to hunting. 2 | 

Tux Climate of Tiaſcala is ſo temperate, that ſome 


le went naked, and thoſe who wore Cloaths, ne- 


ver made any Alteration in them for Summer or Win. 
ter. However, there is a colder Part, which is higher 
to the Northward, above the temperate Part of the 
Mountain, but ſo ſmall, that it is ſcarce four Miles in 
Breadth, and ten in Length, which Country is fruit- 
ful, producing much Indian Wheat, and Fruit of 
the Country, as alſo of the European Cucumers, and 
Peaches, extending Eaſt and Weſt, with great Towns, 
Beyond this again is another Ridge of Mountains, 
croſſing all the Dominions of Tlaſcala, and ſome ſay 
all the New World, being the higheſt in New-Spain, 1s 
abour cight Leagues over, ſo uncooth, that 1n ſome 
Places they are not habitable, and ſo cold and rainy, 
that only three Months in the Year are tollerable, the 
other nine being continually ſo clouded, that the Sun 
can give no Heat, but as ſoon as paſs'd thoſe Moun- 
rains, the Plains are hot again. To return to the other 
Divifion made by the Mountains before ſpoken of, 
there the cold, fruitful, and healthy Country begins, 
and the Waters run to the Southward, having their 
Source on the high Tops. All the Mountains are wood- 
ed, and cloſe, where there are many wild Beaſts, as Ly- 
ons, Tygers, and Wolves, that do much Miſchief to 
the ſmall Cattle. Beſides there are other Creatures un- 
known to us, as alſo Snakes, large and ſmall Vipers, 
Red and Fallow Deer, and other Sorts. As for Birds 
there are ſometimes vaſt Flights of them, thought to 
come from the Northward, and are ſeen at the Havana, 
fo thick, that they darken the Sky, and among them 
many Parrots. There are likewiſe wild Cats, Sables, 
1 Re” Monkeys 
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Monkeys, & c. Silver Mines are found in ſeveral Parts, 
as alſo Allom, and Copperace. The Mountains pro- 
duce Pine. Oak, Beach, Cedar, Holm, and other 


Sorts of Trees, which afford Gum Anime, and Liquid 
Amber usd tor Perfumes, beſides the Cakes they make 
of ſeveral Flowers. In ſome Places there is excellent 


Manna for purging, and good for weak Stomachs. 
It is wonderful to ſee that on this Mountain there are 
very agreeable Towns abounding in all Neceſſaries for 
human Life, as lying between the two Extreams, of 
the hot and the cold Countries, and they on the Emi- 


© nence. The Mountain of Tlaſcala, which the Na- 
tives call of rhe Blew Sides, in their Tongue, bang 


large, and wonderful fine, is enclos'd about with a mo 
beautiful thick Wood of tall and large Trees, nothing 
being open but the Top of it, which 1s a ſharp Point, 


cover'd during the greateſt Part of the Year with 


Snow, and at a Diſtance it looks like a blew Rock, ſo 
even and well ſhap'd, that Nature ſeems there to have 


form'd a moſt regular Capitol. It is call'd the Moun- 


tain of Tlaſcala, becauſe the greateſt Part of it is in 
that Province. The Compaſs of it is eighteen Leagues, 
and there are on it many fierce and ſavage Beaſts, and 


ſome black Cattle that were firſt carry'd from Spain, and 


are grown wi'd. 

From this Mountain proceed all the Damps, Lakes, 
and Moraſſes about Tlaſcala, as do the Springs, and 
other wholſome Waters. There all the Clouds gather, 
during the fix rainy Months, from April to October, 
and = thence proceed all the Storms, Hurracanes, 
and the Lightning, waich is very fierce. The Length 


of it is above fix Leagues. In this Province there are 


many Baths good for Diſeaſes. The Rivers have but 
little Filh, which perhaps is occaſion d by the Violence 

of the Streams, and * great Falls. In a very deep 

Lake of ſweet Water, near Topayarco, there Is no * 

of 
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of Fiſh, but one which is like little Alligators, the 
biggeſt nor above a Span long, wholſome, and much 
valu d. That Water is very agreeable, and all the 
Banks of it are inhabited by Indians, who there have 
their Corn Fields, Orchards, and Cochinilla, now ſo 
much usd, which yields 7iſcala two hundred thou- 
ſand Ducats a Year, and was not regarded by the Nx 
tives, till they were taught by the Spaniards. They 
take out of the ſame Like abundance of Ruſhes, and 
Sedges, for making of coarſe Mats, which were all the 
Bed: they formerly had, and they are very good to ly 
on the Ground, or ſet abdut Walls. The Indians go 
about upon this Lake on large Bundles of Ruſhs, 
cloſe bound together, and round, like Trunks of 
Trees, the Water being ſo thin that it will not ber 
wooden Canoes. It is reſorted to by great Numbers 
of Water Fowl, as Cranes, Geeſe, Ducks, and other 
Sorts, which the Natives took with Nets, and Gins, 
It remains to give an Account of the Religion, Cuſ- 
roms, and other Particulars of the 7laſeallans, which 
ſhall ſoon follow. | 


pen n an 


CHAP. v. 


| The Tlaſcallans pray Cortes to let then 
know his Dee Wa , bis An Wer; Prodi. 
gies concernins Strangers; the Religion, 
Laws, Cuftoms, and Manners of the 
Faſcallans ; Cortes reſolves to go to 
Mexico, ard the Tlaſcallans to ſtand by 


ing Mountain. 


RF ORTES being come into Tusa, and re- 


rin, remov d into his Quarter of the U 


2 oy Week; and ſixty thouſand Perſons met to 

© or barter, for they knew not what Money was, EXCEPT 
the Cacao, of which much will be ſaid in this 

i | tle All Things proper for eating, cloathing, 


| were Gold-Smiths, Feather-Men, Barbers, aths, and 

as good Earthern Ware as in Spain. The four Lords 
| that govertd the Commonwealth, and other great Men 
went thither to diſcourſe Cortes, and intreat him to 
| quaint them with his Intentions, promiſing to be ſub- 
| fervient to him in "TER he ſhould pro 


| Yo Th Pp 22 


Af. 


him ; James de Qrdas looks into a burn 


1 ceiv'd as has been ſaid, to pleaſe Maxiſcatr- 


call'd Ocoteculco, where a Market was 5 | 
fe 


md other Neceſſaries and Conveniencies of Life were 
© carty'd thither ; as alſo Materials for Bulkding. ID 
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Cortes, by his Interpreters, gave them to underſtand, 
that he was come in the firſt Place to inſtru them in 
the Chriſtian Religion, to aboliſh Idolatry, and t 
aſſiſt chem againſt all their Enemies, and particularly 
Motezuma. Maxiſcatzin, then reply'd, in Defence of 
their Gods, and Cortes rejoin'd, ſtill preſſing them to 
renounce their Idols, and embrace Chriſtianity; 
whereupon thoſe Noblemen. ſtood mute. for à while, 
not knowing what to ſay; but Cortes, by the Advice 
of F. Bartholomew de Olmedo, and ſome of his Off- 
cers, thought fir not to urge the Point of Religion iny 
farther at that Time, they promiſing not to eat any 
more human Fleſh ; yet they all return'd to it; x 
ſoon as he was out of the W. 
T xx Spirit of God beginning to operate among the 


—— — E . | ww... OA 2 OY my 


Tlaſcallans, ſome of them comply'd: with Cortes; but ; 
others ſaid, that ſince they had given him their Heart, 
being the beſt Part of them, they begg'd of him not ( 
to compel them to provoke their Gods, and alarm the N 
People, who muſt be conſulted about an Affair of that t. 
Conſequence. He finding it convenient to give them WF \; 
farther Time to conſider, ſaid, he would provide n 
Miniſters of the Chriſtian Religion, to convince them d. 
more fully of their Blindneſs, and did not "queſtion oʃ 
but that they would return him Thanks for that Kind- th 
neſs; however in the mean Time he deſir'd they would P. 
aſſign him a Chapel in that Temple, where he then 
reſided, to offer Sacrifice after his Manner to God, 7. 
and that they would come to ſee it. They conſented, ſet 
3 Chapel was fitted, where Maſs was ſaid, and many ot w. 
the prime Tlaſcallans went to ſee it, admiring what they MW Ti 
ſaw, and being very attentive, whereupon ſome of Wh : 
them liking, ſtay d with them. Maxiſcatæin was moſt . and 
remarkable in his Friendſhip for, Cortes, keeping always WE thi 
about him, for it is likely: that God moy;d his Hears the 
Wir! his Conſent Corres erected a great Croſs in the i 
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Ar Mexico, in tlie Year 15 17, part of the God 
Vitzilipmzlis Temple wes burnt, without any Body 
[ which rather made the Flame the fiercer. Another 
# Time, a ſmall Rain falling, without any Thunder, 


2 


. the Eaſt, with ſuch Force, that the Sparks flew from 
them, which occaſion'd a great Conſternation; and 


and they ſaw Comets in the Air in broad Day, the Sun 
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Court of the Temple, and ſome fay he did the like in 
other Places; but it is certain that was a very great 
one. When it was ſet up, many Indiaus of Credit 
id, they ſaw a Light from Heaven deſcend upon it 
in the Night, like a white Cloud, which continwd 
three or four Years, till all the Country was entirely 
ſubdu'd. : Before the coming of the Spaniards, they 
had often ſeen thar white Cloud like a Pillar, frequent- 
ly appearitig to the Eaſtward, in the Morning, before 
the Sun was up, Others affirm'd, that it was like a 


Whirlwind riſing in the Shape of a Bag from the top 


of the Mountain of Tlaſcala, and aſcending up to 
Heaven, and when they ſaw it deſcend upon the Croſs, 


| they concluded it to have been a Preſage of the coming 
| of the new People; for which Reaſon the Natives 
paid much Reſpect to the Croſs ; and this was a Mo- 
tive that induc d many to believe what Cortes ſaid. 
Others in a Conſternation, calling to Mind the paſt 
Confuſions and Frights, when that Pillar appear d, and 

the Lotnentarions of the Inhabitants, knew not which 
Vay to turn themſelves, Some alſo, being more hard- 

ned, with their Prieſts, and in much Affliction, en- 
deavour'd to be inform'd by Soothſayers and Sorcerers 
of the meaning of that unuſual Appearance, and whe- 


ther thoſe Spaniards were immortal Sons of God, or 
Enchanters. EO 


ſetting Fire to it, nor could it be quench'd with Water, 


2 Flaſh of Lightning ſtruck the Temple of TTonmolco; 


ſhining, running by three and three from the Weſt to 
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392 The HisToxy of America. 
many Cries in that City, and the Partsadjacent. The 
Lake of Mexico rag'd without any Wind, riſing and 
foaming up in ſuch Manner, that it waſh'd above 
half the Houſes in the City, and ſome were born 
down. Two Men were ſeveral Times ſeen united in 
one Body, and other Times Bodies with two Heads, 
which were carry'd to Moteæuma's black Palace. Al 
that hapned at Mexico was known at Tlaſcala, and 
perplex d them no leſs, than what he ſaw with their 
own Eyes. Before we proceed any farther it will be 
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fit briefly to add ſomething of the Religious Rite, MM | 
Manners, and Policy of theſe People. _ 8 | 
Trtst Men who during their Paganiſm were ſo | 
religious, had ſome Knowledge that there was one Gd 
above all the other Gods; that there was an Eternity; MW |; 
that there was a future Puniſhment; that there were WI x 
Angels, and nine Heavens. They did not conceive WE 
that the World was round, but ſuppos'd it to be f. 2 
They believ'd that the Sun and Moon ſlept when they  v 
were ſet, that they were Man and Wife, and that the 7 a 
Stars were ſubſervient to them. They call'd Fire tie F 
God of Old Age, painting him very old. They 1 
thought the World had not been created, but form'd c 
by Chance, and that the Heavens had no Beginning. 2 
They were not acquainted with the four Elements, not d 
their Operations; and it was their Opinion, that the al 
World had been twice deſtroy'd ; once by Floods and 
Tempeſts, when the Earth had been turn'd topſy tu - ar 
vy, and that the Men who then liv'd were Giant; w 
whoſe Bones were found in the Clefts. That tie w 
other End of the World had been by Wind ty 
and Hurracanes, and that ſome People who eſcap's of 
lying hid on the Mountains, were turn'd into Mon- I 
keys, and having loſt the Uſe of Reaſon, they knen an 
not how to ſpeak. That the World is to end by ſer 
th opening and ſwallowing up Men, aud thi 


Fire, the Ear 
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Buffoons, that 


nig and weaving ſingular Curioſities, and they painted 
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the reſt being burnt. It was their Opinion, that the 
Gods were to be invok d upon all Occaſions, becauſe 
nothing was done without their Will. The Variety 
of their Gods and Goddeſſes was very great, the chief 
of them being the Goddeſs of Lovers, who, they 
kid, liv'd above the Air, and the nine Heavens, in 
very delightful Places, and attended by many Women 
like Goddeſſes, Dwarfs, crooked Perſons, Jeſters, and 
wrerted ber with Muſick and Dan- 
People went on 0 to the 
was ſpin» 


That tho 


her very beautiful. Her Feſtival was celebrated yearly, 
and ſhe had a ſumptuous Temple, which was much 
reſorted to. There was another Goddeſs of the Sorce- 
rers, and Soothſayers; another of Covetouſneſs and 
Avarice, and to perpetuate the Memory of thoſe Gods 


* and Goddeſſes, they gave their Names to Mountains, 
which continue to this very Day. When there was 
Z any Want of Rain they faſted, did Penance, and made 
Proceſſions, and Holoc was their God of the Waters, 
Thunder and Lightning. A great Temple was dedi- 
Z cated to him, in which two Feſtivals were kept yearly, 
= and their Prayers were very fervent. Their Religion, 
differ d little from that of the Aexicans, which ſhall 
l lo be ſpoken. of in its Place. 


Tur World was by them divided into four Parts; 


mud the Year was ſettled by the Sun and the Moon, 
3 with intercalary Days to make it out. The Months 
were computed by twenty Days of the Moon, and 
twenty Moons made a Year. Their Week conſiſted 
of thirteen Days, but there were great and little Weeks. 
Tbeir Feſtivals were diſtributed throughout the Years 

and all the Ceremonies eſtabliſh'd that were to be ob- 
= ſervid on each of them. It was their Opinion, that 
the Provincęs of New-Spain had not been inhabited 


above 
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above four hundred Years, of which Time they gave 


a very good Account, but nothing beyond it. In this 
City of Tlaſcala was a Spring, held in great Venerati- 
on, to which they carry'd new born Children to be 
bath'd, in the Nature of Baptiſm, which they thought 
deliverd them from Misfortunes, and there they offer'd 
Flowers, Perfumes, and ſacrificd Men. They were 

reat Conjurers, Wizards, Soothſayers, and Diviners ; 
us'd to caſt Lots, and beliey'd in Dreams and Prodi- 
gies. They ſaw ſtrange Apparitions of the Devil in 
the Shape of a Lion, Tiger, or other borrow'd Body, 
and he would talk to them, and was known by having 
no Shadow, no ſmall Bones in the Joints, neither 
Eyebrows; nor Eyelids, his Eyes round, without 
Balls, or White. They practis'd Abſtinences, Faſts, 
Penances, Pilgrimages, and going certain Stations, 
Their Temples were pyramidal, with Steps going up 
to the Top, where was one or two little-Chapels, and 
before them large Stone Columns, with Fires and Per- 
ſumes on them Day and Night. The Temples were 
ſerv'd by ſuch as engag'd to do it during their Live, 
and ſome for a ſer Time; who were maintain d by the 
Firſt-Fruits, and Offerings of what the Earth pro- 
duc'd. They were very exact in the Service of the 
Temples, and the greateſt Sacrifice was of Men, and 
Dogs, ſo that there were Shambles of Dogs facrific'd; 
but the prime Sacrifice of all was that of the firſt Pri- 
ſoner taken in War. One who had been a Prieſt, and 
was converted, ſaid, that when they tore our the 
Heart of the wretched Perſon facrific'd, it did beat fo 
{trongly, that he took it up from the Ground three 


or four times, till it cool'd by Degrees, and then he 


threw the Body ſtill moving down the Steps. To 
know whether the Devil conſented to what they 


| asK'd, they offer'd him ſomething like pounded 


Henbane, an Herb reckon'd of great Virtues for Di- 
Kemper 
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ſtempers, which they plac'd on certain Veſſels on the 


found the Prints of Eagle's Feet in them, they de- 
_clar'd the fame to the People, and then they joyfully 
began the Solemnity with Trumpets, Drums, Horns, 
and other Inſtruments, the Multitude celebrating that 


hapned, they appointed a general Aſſembly on ſome 
known Mountains at a certain Day, catrying their 
Bows, Arrows, and Nets, and two or three thouſand 
Indians went about killing Deer, wild Boars, and other 
© Beaſts. They ripp'd one open, and if they found in 
it any green Graſs, or any Grain of Corn grown, 
t they faid the Year would be plentiful, and rejoyc'd, 
„ but if the Graſs was wither d, they were melancholy, 
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„and there the Devil ſpoke to them in ſtrange Shapes, 
band diſcover'd many things. | LES, 

d © © Trey had ſuch Temples as have been deſcrib'd on 
- I the high Mountains. The Prieſts wore Miters, with 
rs © Tiaras, or ornamental Circles about them, and were 
655 6 vont to ſet them on ſome of their Idols. They alſo 


ho us d Featherwork to adorn their Tabernacles, and had 
o- Curtains before them; always keeping Fires within the 
he I Temples,-and great Lights on two Columns on the 
nd I Sides of the Altars, excepting only five Days, which 
d: they calld unlucky, when there was no Fire, after 
pri- which they made new Fire with Sticks. They ſung 
ad Lamentations, and melancholy Songs, having Prophe- 
the cies of the End of the World, which they ſung in 
tf diſmal Tones; and preſerv'd rhe Memory of their 
ee great Actions in Verſe, and Pictures, many of which 
| he 


the firſt of our N Men that went thither caus'd 
To to be burnt, out of a Chriſtian Zea], ſuppoſing them 


r, 


hey ; to have been Idolatrous. In ſacrificing of Men they 


* 


to they did not eat any but that of Enemies; a 


- ” 
& +» * 


Altar; when the Prieſts came to ſee thoſe Veſſels, and 


Token given them by the Devil. When a Dearth 


were very inhuman, for the Advantage of the Fleſh, 
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Cuſtom which had not been long in uſe among 
proceeding from their violent — 1 — — Re- 


venge on them, till it grew up to be to de- 
vour one * ſo chat there were — Sk Shambles 


of human Fleſh. The antienteſt — them, faid, 


that Practice firſt came from the Province of Chalcs, 
as did their Idolatry, and their drawing Blood from 
their own Bodies, to offer it to their Gods. They 
drew it from their Tongues, and from their Eyeld, 
for having look d, or ſpoken; from their Arms for having 
gary of Sloth; from their Thighs, Legs, Ear, 


and Noſtrils, anſwerable to the Offences they had com- 


mitted; and ſold new born Babes, and Infants of two 
Mears of Age, y their Vows, and offer them in 
the Temples, "5 ſacriſice them for obtaining their 
Deſires. Moſt of the People were of a poor Capaci- 
ty, weak of Body, of mean — ts, puſilanimous 
unſteady, and unfir for any T = that is great. 
=P __—_ be corrected, and led by fair rr 
avoided not any contagious Diſtempers, t 
ard chethſclves to "Ive like Beaſts; did eat little, vn 
could live upon very flight Food. Notwithſtandi 
they ſoon learit any ching they were taught; thoug 
it no Shame to give one another the lie; were mt 
vain-glorious, jealous, coward] when alone and crud; 
in Company with the $ bold, and daring, and 
he that was found in a lie, dy'd for it. Their Deer 
were ſincere, kept their Words, and hook d upon it a 
diſhonourable to {ell their Houfes, or to borrow. The 
honour'd old Men, and pufiſh'd Thieves and A 
terers. The Sons of the Prime Men that proy'd un- 
dutiful to their Parents, were either ſtrangled, or ſent 
to the Frontiers, or plac'd on the Front of Battle, 
that they might be kill'd. Other Men alſo condemi'd 


for Crimes were ſent to the Frontiers. Traitors, and 
all their Relations within the ſeventh Degree were n 


Yor Ih 


uniſh'd with Death, tho* practis d in other Provinces. 


They own'd their Original was the ſame as that of the 


Mexicans. Drunkenneſs was prohibited, but in vain. 
None were allow'd to drink ſtrong Liquor but an- 
tient Men, or on great Solemnities, or ſuch as had ſerv*d 
ſo long as to be exempt from going to War. Salt and 
Cotron were ſcarce, being all brought from abroad ; 
nor had they any Cacao, Gold, Feathers, or Balſam, 
but what they gain'd in War, or was money impor- 
ted by Merchants. They were much a 2 
Muſick, Dancing and Singing, rich Cloaths, and 
ſewels, and the Women went to — Solemnities in 
V Apparel. Tennis was us'd among them, yet 
5 bee and they had Gamo lle Dice, 


which they call d Patol, beſides many other Sorts of 


Diverſion. - © 

Curious Bowers, Baths, and Fountains were in 
Requeſt, and they kept Jeſters, Dwarfs, and little 
crooked Perſons; valuing themſelves upon having ma- 
ny Women, and Kicotencarl had five hundred, tho they 
marry'd only one, or two. It was not allow'd to mar- 


ty 4 Siſter, Mother, Aunt, or Mother-in-Law'; but 
their Weddings were very coſtly, all the Kindred of- 
| fering at them; the Bridegroom's Relations gave the 
| Cloaths, arid Moveables for the Bride, Fewels, Men 
and Women Slaves, Thread, Cotton, Cheſts and Mats; 
| and the Bride's Kindred gave Things proper ſor the 
| Bridegrootn, ſo that the) were furniſh'd for a lon 

Time. © Befides they made great Entertainments of 
* Fowl, Veniſon; and other Diſhes, and theſe Treats, 
| with Games, Dancing,” and other Diverſions, laſted 
according to cke Quality of the new marry d Couple. 
Such like Ceremonies were obſerv'd when à Woman 
was broyght to Bed; the new born Trifants were 
| waſh'd in cold Water, as were the Women as ſoon” as 


_ Q q deliver'd ; 
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to Death, and Cowards were'deſpis'd. Sodomy was 
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deliver d; and tho they had ſo many Women, they 
would have them live modeſtly. It hapned, that 1 


Son of Xicotencatl fell in Love with a beautiful young : 


Girl, he ask d her of her Friends, took her Home, 
and ſhe was kept as one of the reſt. That Creature 
being an Hermophrodite, ſome Time after had to do 
with ſeveral of the other Women, and in a Years 


Time whilſt his Maſter was abſent got twenty of 


them with Child. The Women were. not put to 

Death, becauſe the Maſter had plac'd. the Hermophro- 
dite among them, but they. were turn d off, which wa 

a great Niſgrace, The wretched Hermophrodite ws 
carry d to the Place for ſacrificing of Malefactors, the 
Crime he had committed againſt his Lord, Maſter, 
and Husband proclaim'd, and being ſtripp'd naked, 
they cut open his left Breaſt with a ſharp Flint, and 
ſo let him go where he would, and thus he went bleeding, 
and the Boys throwing Stones at him; about a Quar- 
ter of a League, and then fell down dead, The two 
principal Wives were honour'd, and reſpected by the 
others, and commanded, and ſent them well dreis d to 
lye with their Husbands, when they defir'd it. There 
were ſeveral Ways of talking among them; ſome were 
profeſs d Orators, ſome ſpoke Gibriſh, others had 
pleaſant Tales to make People laugh, and in. the Aer. 

can Language there were Proverbs, and Riddles. Thx 
Sons of great Men had Tutors to inſtruct them. 

Ir is remarkable that all the Natives both of. North 
and South America are of the fame Temper, 1 
Diſpoſition, becauſe, according to the moſt probable 
Opinion, they all had the fame Original. 4s had hok 
of the Iſlands, whither they paſs'd over from the Con- 
tinent of Horida; but they differ d much in their 
Rites and Cuſtoms, and accordingly thoſe of Aeris 
ſhall be ſpoken off in their Place. At Tiaſcala they 
had a common Goal for Malefactors, and Judges to 
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try them according to their Laws, and Uſages. An 


| th ſtole a ſmall Quantity of Gold from a Spaniard, 


'Maxiſcatzin being inform d of it, ſuch ſtrict Search 


was made, that they brought him from Chulula, and de- 
ler d him to Cortes, who taking no notice of him, 
he was carry*d to the Market, and being ſet on a Scaf- 
fold; his Brains were knock'd out with a Club. Sig- 


mals were given from the Temples with Horns, and 


fall, and other Hours. When the Building of a 
Houſe was finiſſi d, they made much Rejoycing with 
Dances, that the God of Houſes might be favourable 
to them; and the fame when they made their new Li- 
uors, that no Diſaſters might befal them; and ſo no- 
thing was done without calling upon their Gods. 


| This Province of Tlaſcala was very populous; becauſe 
„i vas reſorted to from others, to be freed from the Sla- 
very they were under to their Kings, and Lords, and 
0 ill that rebell'd took Shelter there. They wore a 
i Sort of cloſe Jerkins without Sleeves, or Neckbands, 
0 having only a Hole for the Head to paſs through, 
re which ſcarce reach'd down to their Knees, and over 
re that a Mantle curiouſly wrought with Figures, and of 


ad W feveral- Colours. Thoſe that could riot attain to Cot- 
. ton, were cloath'd with an Herb call'd Aagney; a 
's Name us'd in the Iſland Hiſpaniola, but irs proper 
Name was Merl, like a Thiſtle, having large Stems, 

h, with very ſharp Prickles at the End, each Stem being 
nd above two Spans broad, from which they draw Thread, 
the Hurds ſerving to make Buskins; and Cords, and 
the Stalks to burn; and cover Houſes. This Herb 
| yields a good Sort of Honey, and they make of it 
Wine, or Liquor to drink, and Vinegar ; alſo Paper, 
like our brown Paper, which the Natives us'd for their 
Characters. The Heart or Pulp of it is ſweet, plea- 
| fant, and wholſome, and of it they make à good Pre- 
| Q q 2 =... 
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ſerve. The Stems roaſted yield a Balſam for Wounds, 
and ſtrange Cures have been wrought with it. In 
caſe of Need thoſe very Stems may be writ on, and 
the Prickle ſerves inſtead of a Pen. It yields no Fruit 
till paſt ren Years ſtanding, and laſts till twenty. No 
mean Perſon wore Cotton Garments, with Fringes, 
Trimining, or Fulneſs, but ſingle, plain, and ſhox; 
without any Edging, ſo that every Man was known 
by his Garb. The Lords, or Caziques, which Name 


was carry'd over from the Iſland Hiſpaniola, were ador d 


by their Subjects, who ſpoke to them in moſt humble 
Manner. When they diſcours'd them, they crouch'd 


on their Hams, without ſitting down on the Ground, | 


or lifting up their Eyes to look upon the Lord, or 
ſpitting; or any Motion, and at taking Leave they 
ſtood up, hanging down the Head, retiring backwards, 
without turning their Backs. The Tribute they paid 
was of the Product of the Earth; and the pooreſt 
Perſon, who had nothing elſe, gave Lice, and ſome 
ſay, little Worms, but moſt ſay they were Lice, 
This was chiefly ugd in the Province of Mechoaca, 
for King Caxonxin, order d that none ſhould be exempt 
from paying Tribute, tho it were but in Lice. They 
loaded themſelves hke Beaſts, and ferv'd their Lords 
perſonally, without any other Intereſt than being un- 
der their Protection, and therefore they call'd them- 
ſelves their Slaves. | 
TE Nobility was highly reſpected, and there 
were among them ſettled Families that had very good 
Eſtates. Sixty Lords of Vaſſals liv'd in the City, in 
very fine Palaces, and though a Nobleman were ever 
ſo poor he practis d no mechanick Employment. They 
had a ſort of Ceremony of making Knights in the 
Temples, after having faſted ſixty Days, and then 
ſpent much upon that Feſtival, none being admitted to 
this Honour but ſuch as had gain'd ſomething in War 
* x 
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or perſorm d ſome notable Exploit, or given good Ad- 


vice for the Publick ; and Merchants that acquir'd 


much Wealth were ennobled. Thoſe Gentlemen 


ſerv'd the Commonwealth, and were honour'd and re- 


ſpected. When they went to War, a General was ap- 
ointed ; the Standard of the Republick was carry d 
** Rear; when the Fight was over they fix it 
where all might ſee it, and puniſh'd. any that did not 


reſort. to it. They carry'd two Arrows to their Wars, 


a5 Relicks of the firſt Founders of their City; one of 


them they ſhot at their Enemies, if it killd or wound- 


ed any Body, that was a Token of Victory, if not of 
Loſs, but come what would, that Arrow was to be 
recover d. They obſerv'd ſome fort of Order in their 
Battles, attacking and retiring ſeaſonably. One Bat- 
tallion advanc'd againſt a, engag'd with niuch 
Fury, and puſh'd on, or gave way, as their Strength 
would permit, and ſo others went on one after ano- 
ther, till the whole Armies engag d; thoſe Batallions 
march'd not in Rank and File, but cloſe crowded to- 


gether. When they perceiv d any Signs of Victory 


they proclaim'd it, calling upon their Gods, follow- 
ing the Purſuit, raking as many as they could, which 
was their chiefeſt Booty. They us'd Ambuſhes, and 
other martial Stratagems 3 when Towns did not Sur 
render immediately, they plunder'd and deſtroy d them. 


In Fight they gave great Shouts, ſounding Horns and 


wooden Trumpets, Dancing and Singing, and encou- 
raging one another. The firſt Weapons they us'd 
were Bows and Arrows, which alſo. ſerv'd them to 
hunt, and maintain themſelves. They had Slings, 
and Darts, hardned in the Fire, above half a Yard 
long, which they caſt with Leather Thongs in a very 
violent manner, the Points of them arm'd with Fiſh 
Bones, or Copper, or Flint, as were their Arrows ; 
and they had Targets, and for their Defence — 
| 0 
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of Ditches, and Trenches ; look'd out for ſtrong 


Places, drove Stakes with ſharp Points above, and 
cover'd them with Earth; poiſon'd the Waters of Ri: 


vers and Springs ; fought naked; and painted with 


variety of Colours. The richer Sort us d Armour 


ſtuff'd with Cotton, and hid their Devices of wid 


Beaſts, Tygers, Lyons, Bears, Eagles, and others 3. 
dorn'd with Gold, and Feathers of curious Colours, 
artificially wrought. The Commanders who return d 


Victorious were receiv'd in triumphant manner, the 


Conquer'd marching before them. When atiy Truce 
was concluded between Mexico and T laſcala, the Meri. 
cans ſent the Tlaſcallaus rich Preſents, of ſuch Things 
as they wanted, without acquainting the People, and 
privately ſaluted one another, obſerving Decency. 
Eighteen Years before the Arrival of the Spaniard; 
the Mexicans thinking to ſubdue the Tlaſcallaus, began 
the War with all their Power, and privately propos d 
to the Otomies, to give them great Rewards if they 
would ſtand Neuters, when the Tlaſcallans were en- 
gap'd ; but they would not conſent, and fo the Wat 
was carry'd on with much Fury, taking Priſoners of 
both ſide, and putting the chief Men into Cages. 
Some have fancy'd that Aferezuma could have ſubdwd 
that Province, and did it not for ſome Reaſons that 
ſhall be mention'd hereafter. UE 
THERE remains nothing to be ſaid of the Tlaſcal 
lans, but what relates to the Dead. The Indians in 
general were very fond of making Songs of their Acti- 
ons, ſung calamitous Accidents in Elegiack Verſe, 
and wept at Funerals, eating and drinking at the dead 
Perſon's Houſe. When a great Man dy'd, they placd 
him fitting on a Bier very finely dre{Yd, and adorn'd; 
or if he was a King the ſame was done, havirig his 
Diadem on his Head, and thus he was carry'd by the 
prime Perſons, his Wives and Children lamenting, and 


others 
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others proclaiming his notable Exploits. If the Body 

was burnt, thoſe Wives he had lov'd beſt, caſt them- 

ſelves into the Fire with it, as did ſome Men and Wo: 
men Slaves, who were ſaid to go attend them in the 
other World. If they had any Dwarfs, or deformed 
| Perſons among them, thoſe alſo were burnt, with much 
| Gold, Feather Work, Cloathing, and Proviſions, to 
| ſerve them by the Way till they came to the Place of 
| Joy and Reſidence of their Gods ; for they believ'd 
| there was a future Reward for the Good, and a Place 
of Puniſhment for the Wicked. If the Body was 
| bury'd in arch'd Sepulchres they us d, then the ſame 
{ Perſons were alſo bury'd with it alive. | 
| Cortes being ſatisfy'd that his Friendſhip with the 
| Tlaſcallans was eſtabliſh'd, propos'd his Journey to 
Mexico, and though they repreſented to him the Power 
of Moteæ uma, the Strength of the City, the Danger 
| he was running into among the Culllas, who they ſaid 
| were given to Change, and Faithleſs, as alſo their 
| Mulritude ; in Concluſion, to pleaſe him, they con- 
ſented to all he ſaid, and offer'd to aſſiſt him, if he 
would make War, or to bear him Company, if, as he 
| ſaid, he only deſign'd to viſit Motex uma. Accord- 
| ingly, they immediately began to appoint Commanders, 
| raiſe Men, and lay yp Proviſions. The Fame of the 
| Alliance between the Spaniards and the T laſcallans being 
Ppread Abroad, put all the Country into a Conſterna: 
tion, and eſpecially. Matez uma, who was ſtill reſolv'd 
dt o obſtruct Cortef s coming to Mexico, though at the 


| E his removing to Chulula, where he would be 
d berter entertain d. The T laſcallars earneſtly oppoꝰd 
d; tt, and zealouſly offer d fifty thouſand Men to attend 
iis him; becauſe the People of Chulula, after having been 
he long at Peace with them, being corrupted by Motexu- 
0d e had in a Battle they had with the Adexicans, in 


e, WW fame Time, in order to draw him from Tlaſcala, he 
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which the Tlaſcallaus led the Van, fallen in upon their 
Rear, and kill'd many of them; ' ſince which time ; 
they had been Enemies. The Tlaſcallans advisd Corte ; 
o conſider, that the Chulullam ſaid, they did not fer MW © 
im, becauſe their God Quetzalcoat was fo powerful, 
that he would deſtroy his Men with Fire from Hea- 
ven, or drown them with Water; that the Tlaſcal-- 
len might go with them, who like baſe Cowarc, 
had ſo ſoon ſubmitted to a ſtrange Nation, and there- 1 
fore deſery'd to be ſeverely puniſh'd.;' that they were k 
a degenerate People, having loft the Reputation of the } 
a 

n 

( 

f 

d 

tt 

uf for 1 
People ſaid. ; 
NINE S þ 
Ocotelulco were appointed Commaſqcers | b 
that were to attend Cortes from thence, whoſe Deyic 2 
was a green Bird on a Rock. The other Quarters no- | 
minated thirteen Commanders, and che Arms pf the h 


Quarter of Quiyahuitælan were, *a' Plume of green Fez- 1 
thers, in the manner 


. 
— 


thers after their manner. Certain Xt v, that the Tl : fo 


JJ 1lN—L— 1 e688 
E | 


them: Cortes, by rhe Advice of the Lords of the four 


great Wards of I laſcala, ſent to call thoſe that govern'd 
at Chulula to him. The Tlaſcallan Meſſengers bid 


them to go at the Command of Cortes, otherwiſe they 


would be deſtroy'd by the fiery Engines, by the 
fierce Creatures, and white dreadful Weapons; and by 
the furious Lyons, ſo they call'd the Dogs. The Chu- 


iulans on the one Hand excus'd themſelves, __ 


that they were Sick, and at the ſame Time flead the 


Face of PatlabBatzin, a Man of Quality, and his Arms 


3 far as his Elbows, and cut off his Hands, of which 


he dy'd, 35 Camargo, in his Hiſtory of Tlaſcala aſſerts, 


and that the Tlaſcallans to this Day keep up the Me- 
mory of this Fact in their Songs, where they ſay, that 
Gentleman was the Chief of the Embaſſy. Others 
hay, that Jerome de Aguilar went with them, to en- 
deavour to bring the Chulullans to reaſon, and that they 
epair d to Cortes, to ſhow their Submiſſion. The 
T laſcallans were much provok'd by this Cruelty, look- 
ing upon it as a great Aﬀront, begging of Corres, that 
he would give them Leave to take their Revenge 
but he promiſing to do it himſelf, and giving them 
good Words, they reſted ſatsfy'd. The Chulullans 
that came to Cortes were three of the Council, who 
had been ſhut up in a Cage by the other three, for 
having advis d to admit of the Alliance of the Spani- 
ard, and they having broke out of the Cage, by the 
help of their Friends, went away to Cortes. 

 Er6uT Leagues from the City of Tlaſcala is the 


Mountain call'd Popocatepec, the Top whereof always 


ſmoak'd, and whilſt the Spaniards were at Tlaſcala, and 
for ſome Time after, it caſt out more Fire-than uſual, 
to the great Aſtoniſhment of the Natives. James de 
Ordas took a Fancy to ſee that Wonder, for till rhen 
it was a ſtrange Thing to the Spaniards, and the Indians 
afirm'd, that no Mortal had ever been at the Top of 

Vol. II. NT that 
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that Mountain. Cortes, to ſhow the Indians that the 
Spaniards made {mall Account of what they thought 
impracticable, was well pleas d that Ordas ſhould 20 
upon that Action. He took with him ſome Spaniard; 
and a few Indians for Guides, who ſtopp'd at a certain 
Diſtance, and Ordas advancing, they heard the dread- 
ful Noiſe there was within, felt the Earth quake, and 
arriv'd at the Place to which the Fire and Stones caſt 
our of the Mountains reach'd, the great Quantity of 
Aſhes choaking up the Way. Theſe Things making 
ſome uneaſy, and veing very weary with going up, 
they would willingly have turn'd back ; but Ons 
telling them it was a Shame for Spaniards who had un- 
dertaken any thing, not to go through with it, tho? 
at the Expence of their Lives, they advanc'd cours 
giouſly, making their way through the Aſhes; and 
arriving at length at the Top, through a thick Smoak, 
for ſome Time view'd the Mouth, which ſeem d to 
them to be round, and above a Quarter of a League in 
Compaſs, with a deep Cavity, within the which the 
Fire rag'd as it does in a Glaſs-houfe. From that E- 
minence appear*d the great City of Mexico, ſeated in 
its Lake, and the other noted Towns about it. Not 
being able to make any longer Stay, by reaſon of the 
exceſſive Heat, he return'd the fame Way he came 
for tne Benefit of the Track. This burning Moun- 
tain was another Time view'd by Andrew de Tapis 
and afterwards by Montano and Meſa, as ſhall be men- 
tion'd in its Place. The Indians being aſtoniſh'd tha 
mortal Men ſhould do ſuch an Action, kiſs d ther 
Garments, believing that to be one of the Mouths d 
Hell, where ſuch Lords as were Tyrants ſuffer for 
their Sins, and afterwards went to reſt, The Spaniard 
call d this Mountain Bolcan, becauſe it was like Moni. 
belo, or Mount e tua in Sicily. It is fo high, that 1 
ks ſeen at many Leagues diſtance, never without * 
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and about it is the moſt populous and fruitful Land in 
New Spain. The neareſt Town is Gaaxocingo, large, 
plentiful, and ſightly, ſtanding at the Bottom. This 
Hill for ten Years together caſt forth no Smoak, and 
in 1540 began again with ſuch a prodigious Smoak 
and Noiſe, as ſtruck a Terror for four Leagues about, 
and the Aſhes that came from it flew as far as Guaxo- 
cringe, Quetlaxcopan, Tepeaca, Clulula, and T laſcala, 
deſtroying Plants, and Trees, and doing other Miſ- 
chief, which put the neareſt Inhabitants into ſuch a 
Fright, that they had Thoughts of abandoning the 


Country. 


The End of the Fourth Book, 
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Cortes marches ont of Tlaſcala, arrives at 
Chulula; chaſtizes thoſe People for con. 
ſpiring i deſirby him; Motez uma in 
_wvites "Fray to Mexico, But endeavours to 
deter hint; he ſets ant; 4 Matiny among 
His Men , he dpptaſes it, 5 


0 RTES being n preſs d by Motezuma's 
WE, Embaſſadors to depart out of Tlaſcala, they 

Aways endeavouring to raiſe a Jealouſy in 
him of that -Natioff, and being willing to 
91 the Tlaſcallans of the great Dread they had conceiv'd 


of the Gods of Chulnla, he refoly qd ro > remove to bt 
ly .3, s 20 23 7% Ay | Ho 


laſt Place, after he had reſided twenty Days in 772 
cala, and been thoroughly inform'd of all that related 
to the City of Mexico, its Situation, and the Power 
of Motexuma, and his Empire; and having before his 


| Setting out by one hundred thouſand Men; many be- 
ing much concern d at his going upon that Enterprize, 
| believing he would be loſt, and others concluding that 
| his Valour would extricate him from all Difficulties. 
An infinite Number of the common People flock'd to 
| ſee the Spaniards march; the Fields werethrong'd with 
Women and Children, who never thought they could 
ge enough on thoſe People, admiring their Boldneſs 
n verituring to go to Mexico, which to them was very 
mazing. In this Aﬀtoniſhment ſome of them cry'd, 
Jour great God protect you, and grant you Victo- 
„ ry over thoſe our Enemies.“ Others faid, “ It is 
4 bur fir that the wicked Motexuma feel the Effects of 
„ your Valour.” What they moſt admir'd was the 
ſmall Number of the Spaniards. Merchants went 
along with them to trade for Cotton, and Salt. The 
Chulullaus, to whom the Interpreter Aguilar had pro- 
„teeſted, that Corres would make War with them, unleſs 
they went to ſubmit themſelves to the King of Spain, 
being inform'd, that he was upon his March, with fo 


4 © prear an Army, ſent ſeveral great Men, who faid, they 


bad not come beſore, becauſe the Tlaſcallans their mor- 
ul Enemies were wicked, and falſe, whereas they them- 


is ſkelves were good and fincere; and then they in ſolemn 
y Manner declar d themſelves Subjects of the Crown of 


Hain. They reach'd not the City that Day, to avoid 


In 4 . a . 

to entering by Night, tho' the Diſtance was but five or 
d ix Leagues; but encainp'd near a Brook, Where the 
1s 


ICnlhllans pray d Cortes not to permit the hs cs to 
N i. 5 E i : Os 9 8 ds 
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| Departure concluded a Peace between G narocingo and 
Nuſcala, obliging both Parties to reſtore all that had 
been taken during the War. He was attended at his 
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do them any Harm. He ſeeing no Likely hood of any 
War, order'd them to return Home, taking his Leave 
of the Officers with much Courteſy and Affection, 
and preſenting them with ſuch Things as he had, in 
which Particulars he was very obliging, and generous, 
He retain'd with him three thouſand Tlaſcallaus, under 
ſuch Commanders as were moſt affectionate to him; 
tho ſome ſay they were ſix thouſand, and would not 
take a greater Number, to avoid putting himſelf into 
the Hands of a barbarous People, of whoſe Fidelity 
till then he had but little Tryal. The Tlaſcallaus ſaid, 
thoſe People where he was going were faithleſs Trader, 
that he muſt be upon his Guard, becauſe they never 
kept Faith, and then as an Inſtance mention'd how 
they had betray'd them. They offer'd to go to Mexi- 
co, whenſoever they ſhould be call'd, and declar'd they 
would moſt willingly have proceeded with their whole 
Army, to ſee the Event of that Affair; but Corte 
told them, he was very well fatisfy'd with thoſe he had, 
_ they being worth four Times as many. The next Day 
above ten thouſand Chulullaꝝs came out to meet him, 
in ſeveral Parcels, bringing Roſes, Flowers, Bread, 
Fowl, and Muſick. One Parcel of them came up to 
welcome Cortes and then drew off in good Order, o 
give Way for another ; which was done becauſe thut 
City being divided into ſix large Wards, three of them 
were ſor Motexuma, and three were not. When they 
came to the City, which the Spaniards thought to be 
very like Valladolid, for its Situation, and Proſpect, 
all the reſt of the People came out, much ſurpriz'd at 
the Shape, Mien, and Weapons of the Saniard. 
Their Prieſts advanc'd, in white Garments, like Sur- 
plices, their Arms naked, and Cotton Fringes about th: 
' Edges of their Robes. Some of them carry'd Idol 
in their Hands, and others burnt Perfumes; others 
ſounded Hornets, beat Kettle Drums, and * ir 
- e : even 


wo we ___— _— ——- 200 — 


— — 


* 


The H (STORY of America. 311 A 


ſeveral Sorts of Muſick, all of them ſinging, and ſome 
perfuming the Spaniards. | 

In this pompous Manner they enter d Chulula, and 
went to a Houſe, where they lodg'd all together in Safe- 
ty, and their Indians with them, always upon their 
Guard, being for the preſent plentifully ſupply'd with 
Proviſions. A few Days aſter Cortes began to obſerve 
certain bad Signs, and was told, that ſome of the Streets 
were barricado'd, and abundance of Stones laid on the 
Tops of the Houſes, to throw down; beſides that the 
Supplies of Proviſions grew fhorter, the great Men, 
and Commanders of the City ſeldom viſited him, and 


Ausotexuma's Embaſſadors ſtarted Objections againſt his 


going to Mexico, with more Boldneſs than before. Nor 
was this all, for the Chulullans, by Order of the Mexi- 
can Embaſſadors, had preſum'd to tell him, that there 
were Alligators, Tygers, and other fierce Creatures 
where Motezuma was, the which, if he order'd them 
to be turn'd looſe, would devour the Spaniards; to 
which he anſwer'd, He could not believe that ſuch a 
Prince as he would put any Affront upon thoſe that 
came to viſit him from fo great a Monarch as the King 


of Spain, but that in caſe he ſhould do ſo, they were 


to underſtand that thoſe ſavage Animals did not hurt 
the Spaniards. Theſe Things made him revolve with 
himſelf, how he ſhould ſubdue the People of (Hulula, 
and proceed upon his Journey, before ſome freſh Obſta- 
cle occurr'd. He was inform d that this Anſwer of his 
had been told to M ote⁊uma, who had ſaid, that the 
Spaniards were able with their Weapons to deſtroy the 
ſierceſt Creatures; and hereupon he ſent other Meſſen- 
gers with a new Preſent, ſtil} endeavouring to diſſwade 
the Journey to Mexico, and they finding Corres poſitive 
upon performing it, promis'd mighty Rewards to the 
Lords of the three Quarters of Chulula, if they would 
cut off the Spaniards, giving their Commander in _ 
a Gol 
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a Gold Drum from Aote r uma, and promiſing to aſſiſt 
him with thirty thouſand Men they had at Hand, 
That 3 undertook to perform the ſame, up- 
on Condition that the Mexicans ſhould not come into 
the City; becauſe he fear d they would make themſelves 

Maſters of it. 3 | h 
To this Effe& they agreed to barricade the Streets, 
and then pelt the Spaniards from the Tops of their 
Houſes, ſo that they might take and deliver them up 
bound, the thirty thouſand Mexicaus being fo noſed 
that without coming into the City they might take al 
the Spaniards that ſhould happen to eſcape out of it. 
For the better managing of this Affair, they began to 
convey away their Goods, and ſecure their Wives and 
Children, not on the Mountain, as Gomara ſays, be- 
cauſe there is none near Chulula. Whilſt Cortes was 
thus uneaſy, and diſſatisfy d, obſerving how ill he ws 
us d. Marina acquainted him, that a Lady of Quality, 
her particular Friend had told her, in private, that ha- 
ving taken a Kindneſs for her, ſince they had been ac- 
quainted, ſhe advis'd her, if ſhe would avoid being 
Killd with the Spaniards, to ſtay with her, and ſhe 
would hide her in a Houſe, where ſhe thould be ſafe, 
becauſe the Mexicans and the Chulullaus had agreed to 
deſtroy them, when they leaſt thought of it, or were 
marching away. Cortes, to loſe no Time, caus'd two 
Perſons he obſerv'd to be very buſy, and were Prieſt, 
to be ſeiz'd, who being examin'd aſunder, and threat. 
ned, confeſs d the fame that Marina had declard: 
Hereupon he call d to him the Prime Men and Prieſts, 
and bid them not to deal under hand, but if they had 
any thing to ſay to him, to ſpeak plain, like Men of 
Honour. They anſwer' d they were his Servants, that 
he might let them know it, when he deſign'd to de- 
part, and they would attend him arm'd, for fear of 
any Difference between him and the Adexicans. 3 
| | to 
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told them, he would ſet out the next Day, and there- 
ſore order'd they ſhould find Men to carry the Baggage, 
and furniſh him with Proviſions. They ſmil'd at it, 
Ihe charg'd them to perform it out of hand, becauſe he 
© was reſolv'd to be gone. He then calbd the Spaniſh 
f Officers, told them how thoſe Matters ſtcod, * 
taeir Advice, and they all leaving the Management to 
kim, he ſaid he was reſolvd ro make an Example of 
© thoſe People; which he thonght_the more neceſſary, 
chat they might be the fafer in AMiexico. 

Tux next Day, the Chalwllans thinking they had a 
ſure Game to play, carry'd the Men that were ro be 
loaded, with ſome Proviſions. But for as much as 
thoſe Indians never us'd to undertake any conſiderable 


Enterprize without conſulting their Gods, they facri- | 


fd ten Children of three Years of Age, half Boys 
Band half Girls, being the uſual Sacrifice upon commen- 
ring a War, and if it fell out unlucky, they laid the 
Fault on ſome Defe& in the performing of that Offer= 


W's. Their Commanders poſted themſelves with as 
many of their Men as they could very unconcern'd, 
Wt the four Gates of the Quarters through which the 
Paniards were to paſs out. Cortes, who omitted no- 
Whing that was conducing to his own Safety, had or- 
Wecr'd his Men to be at Arms, the Horſe to be ready, 


ro ind the 77:/callans and Zempoalans to obſerve when the 
ts, Nignal was given by firing a Musket. When all 
at- Tbings were to his Mind, he calFd in the principal 
d. ulullaus, pretending, that he would take his Leave 


is, f them. Forty of them were admitted, and more 
ad ould have come, if they might; but the antienteſt 
ol them being wanting, he was ſent for. Cortes then 
hat the Preſence of the Mexican Embaſſadors, ſaid, He 
de- d lov'd them as Friends, and they had hated him as 
of Enemy, as appear'd by their Uſage, tho? all his Men 
He d been orderly, and inoffenfive ; that they had de- 
od Vol. II. N { | fird 
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ſolv'd to put them all to Death, and raze their City. : 
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fd the Ti:ſcallans might not come into their Cotintry, T 
and he, to pleaſe them, had conſented to it, and tha I 
tho' he had advisd them to deal fairly with him, and 
to challenge him like brave Men, if they had any 
Thing againſt him, yet they had agreed with the 
Mexicans to deſtroy his Forces, thinking it would no 
be known, for which moſt heinous Offence he had x. Mt * 


They were for a while ſtruck dumb, and beſide then. Lo 
ſelves, and being a little recover'd, ſaid, © This Ma A 
Ce 1s like our Gods, who know all Things; it is n Fri 
« vain t6 deny any Thing; And accordingly they - 
_ confeſs'd, that all he ſaid was true. Then taking four {MI -- 
five of them afide, he askd them, for what Rein ME is 
they would have done ſuch a wicked Deed. They ho 
anſwer'd, That Moteæuma was ſo averſe to his poi 1 
to Mexico, that his Embaſſadors, to obſtruct it, id ; *s 
put them upon it. Cortes told the Embaſſadors wha * 


the Chulullans ſaid, but at the fame Time pretended no 
to believe Mote uma could be guilty of ſo foul a Dei 
ſign, and they endeavour d to excuſe themſelves. T 
Signal of firing a Musket being then given, the S 
ards ſally d out, and meeting with little Oppoſition 
from the Inhabitants, tho' they were in Arms, kill 
almoſt fix thouſand of them, without touching W. 
men, or Children, for fo they had been commanded; 
and ſet fire to all the Houſes and Towers where any RM 
fiſtance was made. The Cries of the Tadians on boli 
Sides were prodigious, and the Confuſion with ti 
Fire and Slaughter not to be expreſs d. Many Gente 
men got up into the Tower of the great Temp 
with the Priefts, where they ſtood upon their Defend 
doing ſome Harm. Their Lives were offer d themil 
they would ſurrender; only one of them comply" 
and was well recciv'd, the reſt were all burnt. Thi 
Croſs-Bow Men ſhot thoſe that were got up - t 
of 


x 


it was obſerv'd, that the Prieſts complain'd of their 


I Gods for not defending them. A great Part of the 
| City was plunder'd ; the Spaniards took the Gold, and 
WE Feather Work, tho' not much of it was found, and 
tteir Vadians had the Cotton and the Salt, which was 
: great Satisfaction to them. The News of what had 
6 hapned was immediately carry d to Tlaſcala, where the 


Lords of the Republick order'd their General Aicoten- 
cal to march with all Speed to the Aſſi ſtance of their 
Friends, who ſoon came to offer their Service, and 
| Cortes having return d Thanks, preſented the General, 
and other Officers, and ſent them back well pleas'd to 


ble Booty taken from their Enemies, and no leſs for 
being free from the Fire from Heaven, and Tempeſts, 


Haniards, and all their Adherents. 
Tax Lords that were Priſoners, with Tears, intreat- 


N Wed Corres to put a Stop to his Reſentment, ſince they 
GL not ſo much to Blame for what had hapned as the 
Fing of Mexico, and to permit two of them to go 


Wee what was become of the Multitude. He thereup- 
gon order'd the Slaughter to ceaſe, and immediately ma- 
By ſtood up, who had lain on the Ground among the 
ead to avoid Death. So great was the Authority of 

Wie two Lords of the Commonwealth, whom Cortes 
Permitted to go about the City, that the next Day it 
as full of People, and as quiet as if nothing had hap- 
ed. He ſet at Liberty the other Lords and Gentle» 
Wien he had taken Priſoners, at the Requeſt of Maxiſe 
uin, and other noted Perſons of Tlaſcala, and Guax- 


ght be thankful that he did not entirely ſubvert the 
ity, and put them all to the Sword, for ſo he was 
ont to puniſh Traitors. He then propos'd a Recon- 
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Tops of the Trees in the Court of the Temple, and 


Taccala, where the Joy was incredible for the conſidera- 


with which the Chulullaus threatned to deſtroy the 


1 Lk who had reſorted to him; telling them, they 
18 
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ciliation between them and the Tlaſcallans, that they 
might be as they had been before they became Enemig 
through the Inſtigation of the King of Mexico, as has 
been ſaid. By the Advice of Cortes they alſo made 
Choice of a new General, the former being dead, and 
that City was a Republick as well as Tlaſcala. Next 
he order'd the Tlaſcallaus, and his other confederate 
Indians to clear the Court of the great Temple, and 
the neareſt Streets, of the dead Bodies, becauſe they 
began to ſtink. — | 
Chulula was the principal Republick in all Mu- 
Spain, next to Tlaſcala, but the firſt of all in Point of 
Religion, wherein it ſurpaſs'd all the other dias, 
It was a very populous City, ſeated in a delicious Plan, 


and conſiſting of twenty thouſand Houſes, beſides a 


many more were ſcatter'd abroad in the Nature of 
Farms, the many Towers of the Temples affording a 
beautiful Proſpect, ſome affirming that there are as ma- 
ny Temples as there are Days in the Year, and ſome 
of them having two Towers, they were reckon'd to 
be above four hundred; and it is atteſted by many, 
that above {ix thouſand Children of both Sexes were 
there fac;ific'd yearly. The Government was in a Cap- 
tain General, choſen by the Republick, with fix No- 


blemen, and the Prieſts, nothing being undertaken but 


what was firſt examin'd by Way of Religion; for 


Which Reaſon this City was calbd the Sanctuary of 


the Gods. Its Territory produces much Cochinllls 
and is very fruitful for Grain, and grazing of Cattle, 
The Men and Women are of a good Stature, and Af- 
pect, and the latter addicted to Works proper for the 
female Sex, as Spinning, and Weaving, and not to be 
Goldſmiths, and Carvers, as Gomars was ill inform d. 
There were very conſiderable Merchants, who traded 
into remote Parts; the poorer Sort were cloath d in 
Nequen, which is the Sort of Cloth or Stuff made of 


/ RE. ð ß ß Wines to us 


9 


„and the Rich wore Cotton border'd with 
Feather Work, and the Hair of Rabbits. In this City 
the Spaxiards found Beggars, which they had not ſeen 


| before in New-Spain, and it was told them, that they 


went thither in Pilgrimage, becauſe of the Veneration 
paid to thoſe Temples. The chief God was Quexa- 
coatl, which ſignifies, the God of the Air, being the 


firſt Founder of that City, and they affirm'd he had 


been a Virgin, and inſtituted Faſting, drawing Blood 
from the Tongue and Ears, and facrificing of Doves, 
and Turtles. He wore a white Garment down to 
his Feet, for Modeſty, and over it a Mantle ſtrew'd 


vith red Croſſes. They had ſome green Stones of his, 


which they preſerv'd, and held in great Veneration, as 
Relicks ; one of them very naturally reſembled a Mon- 
key's Head. There was a vaſt Commerce for ſeveral 


Things in the City, and that which the Spaniards 


moſt admir'd during their Stay there, was the Earthern 
Ware, as beautiful and fine as that of Faenza in Jraly, 
8 a very great Quantity was ſold in the Mar- 
ets. | 
 Wrar had hapned at Chulula was ſoon reported 
throughout all the Country, and much admir'd. The 
Lords of Tepeaca thereupon ſent to offer their Service 
to Cortes, with a Preſent of thirty Women Slaves, and 


| ſome Gold, which ſomewhat inclin'd the Spaziards, 


who before were unwilling to go to Mexico, to com- 
ply with Cortes. The Inhabitants of Guaxocingo like- 
wiſe ſent a Preſent to the Value of four thoufand Pie- 
ces of Eight of wrought Gold, in a wooden Box 
adormd with Gold Plates. Motexuma, who knew 
what was done, us d all Arts to divert Corres from go- 


ing, being convinc'd it would not turn either to his 


Satisfaction or Intereſt, being very deſirous to keep 
thoſe ſtrange People at a Diſtance from him. Cortes 
Wai that whadioever Way he might afterwards pro- 


ceed, 
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ceed, it was requiſite to take a View of that City, 
where he concluded he was already fear'd on Account 
of his paſt Actions, and the Fame of the Valour of 
his Men. He thereupon told Motexuma's Embaſſa- 
ders, that he could not conceive why ſo great a Prince, 
who had fo often aſfur'd him of his Friendſhip, ſhould 


endeavour to deſtroy him by the Hands of others, and 


to obſtruct his Journey, which he was fully reſolv'd to 
perform, tho' it were by Force. Having ſpoken theſe 
Words in a harſher Manner than he was wont to do, 
they were amaz d, excus'd otezuma, intreated him 
not to be angry, and defir'd he would permit one of 


them to go to Mexico, ſince the Way was ſhort, and 


he would ſoon return with an Anſwer. The Meſſen- 
ger ſet out immediately, and gave Motexuma Notice of 
Cortes's Diſpleaſure, and the Reſolution he had taken, 
Six Days after he return'd with one of his Companions, 
who went away before. They brought him ten Gold 
Diſhes, one thouſand five hundred Cotton Garments, 
and a conſiderable Quantity of Provifions, ſolemnly 
ſwearing that Motex uma had been alrogether a Stranger 
to what was done at Chulula; that the thirty thouſand 
Mexicans were the Garriſons of Acazingo and Azacan, 
two Provinces belonging to him, and adjoyning to 
Chulula, with the which they were in Alliance; that 
he would always be as ſincerely his Friend as they had 
declar d; and that he might freely go to Mexico, the 
only Reaſon why he had been deſir'd to forbear, being 
the Conſideration of the Difficulty and Danger of the 
Joey: Cortes was well pleas d with this Anſwer, 

ecauſe he had not receiv'd any before ſo plain. It was 
poſitively affirm'd, that as ſoon as Motex uma had Ad- 


vice of the Slaughter made at Chulula, and Cortes's Re- 


ſolution to go to Mexico, he ſaid, thoſe were the Peo- 
ple who (as had been foretold) were to conquer that 
Nation; and that then ſhutting himſelf up in the great 


Temple, 


| to the Top, where the Enemy mig 
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Temple, he continu'd there eight Days, in Prayer, 
Faſting, and Sacrificing abundance of Men, thinking 


fo avert what was decreed; and thar the Devil, whom 
he was wont to conſult ſpoke to him, and bid him not 


fear, for that the Chriſtians were few in Number, and 


he had many brave Subjects, and might diſpoſe of | 


them as he pleas d, and therefore he muſt not ceaſe ſa- 
crificing Men, leſt ſome Diſaſter ſhould befal him, bur 
endeavour to gain the Favour of his Gods Yitzilipurls 
and Texcateputla. by 


Cortes thinking it Time to proceed on his Enter- | 


prize, when he had been fourteen Days at Chulula, ha- 
ving diſpos'd all Things as was moſt convenient, recon- 
cil'd the Inhabitants of the City, and the Tlaſcallaus, 
and diſmiſs'd the 
return Home for Fear. He ſet out attended by the 
Lords of Chulula, to the great Admiration of the 
Mexican Embaſſadors, who never believ'd him to be in 
Earneſt till they ſaw it, and it was very remarkable to 
obſerve how they every Moment ſent Advice to Mote- 
⁊uma of all that hapned. Cortes would not go that 
Road which the Mexicans advis'd him, being inform'd 
that it was very uncooth, which they did to make our 
what they had ſaid to him, but he took another that was 
plainer. He march'd four Leagues the firſt Day, and 


quarter'd at Night in ſome Villages belonging to Guax- 


ocingo, where the Spaniards were well entertain'd. They 
gave Cortes a Preſent of Gold, and Cotton Garments, 
cho' ſmall, becauſe they were poor, being much op- 
preſs'd by Motex uma, and now they are rich by * 
Growth of the Cochinile, and other Product. The 
next Day, after Noon, they march'd through a Paſs, 
between two ſnowy Mountains, _ two Leagues up 


them by reaſon of the Narrowneſs of the Way, and 
the Violence of the Cold, which was ſuch, that the 
; Men 


alaus, moſt of them deſiring to 


t hive diſtreſs'd 
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Men could ſcarce ſpeak, or carry their Arms. From 
thence they diſcover'd the Lands of Mexico, and the 


Lake, with the Towns about it, which was one of 


the fineſt Proſpects in the World, there being about 
thirty beautiful Ciries, and the Country delightful. 
Some Spaziards ſaid, that was their Land of Promiſe, 


and that the more Enemies the more Profit. Others 
who conſider'd more ſeriouſly, were ſenſible of the great 


Danger they were running themſelves into, and ſaid, 
It was tempting God for 10 

among ſuch a Multitude of People, without knowing 
how they ſhould get off again. This occaſion'd a 


private Mutiny, or Commotion ; but Cortes ſoon quelld 
tit by his Reſolution, and Conduct, encouraging ſome, 


purting ſome in Hopes of great Wealth; and propoſing 
onour to others. They lay one Night on the Top 
of the Paſs, where Martin Lopez, ſtanding Sentinel in 
the dark, diſcovering a Bulk, preſented his Croſs-Bow, 
and was juſt going to let fly, when Cortes ſpoke, and 
faid, Ho the Watch, and had he not ſpoke the Senti- 
nel had kill'd him. This was a Warning to him not 
to come ſo near the Sentinels for the future, and he 


look'd upon this as one of his fortunate Adventures. A 


great Outcry was heard, and the Guard killd fifteen 
Mexicans, whom they ſuppos'd to be Spies. The next 


Day they found many Trees laid acroſs the Way down 


the Paſs, and a great Ditch, where many Men might 
have lain in Ambuſh. 5 | 
Bix come down into the Plain, the Spaniard: 
took up their Quarters in a Country Houſe, that had 
many Appartments, and was ſurrounded with abundance 
of Greens. The Indians ſoon made a great Number of 


Barracks, where they lay, being about ſix thouſand | 


T laſcallans, Zempoalans, Guexocingans, and Chulullans, 
who by Way of Diſtinction from the reſt, wore on 
their Heads Garlands of a Sort of Fern, and they had 


a good 


ſmall a Number to venture 
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a good Supper, and Motexuma's Subjects carry d them 


Women, as was their Cuſtom. To this Place came a 


Lord, that was related to Motexuma, attended by ma- 
ny Gentlemen, to viſit Cortes, and preſented him to 
the Value of about three thouſand Pieces of Eight in 
Gold. He defir'd him to turn back, becauſe there 
was no Way to go into Mexico, but in little Boats, 
and that by the Way he would find much Trouble, 
Want of Proviſions, and Sickneſs, by reaſon of the 
Dampneſs, and ill Climate of the Country, aſſuring, 
that Morezwma would deliver to him at the Sea Side 
the Tribute he ſhould require for his King, and much 
Wealth for himſelf, to $9 back well ſatisfy d into his 
own Country. Cortes did that Nobleman much Ho- 
nour, eng him and all his Retinue ſeveral Spaniſh 
Rarities, and anſwering, That his going to Mexico could 
not be any Way offenſive to Motezmma, ſince he de- 


ſignd nothing but to ſerve him, kiſs his Hands, and 


return; which he pray'd him not to take in ill Part, 


becauſe it was what his Sovereign Maſter the King had. 


commanded,. and as he had an Embaſly to deliver from 
| thegreat King of Hain, he was oblig'd to hear it, and 
be his Friend, ſince he ſent ſo far to compliment him; 
that the Water of their Lake was nothing in Compari- 
ſon of the Sea they had croſo'd, and as for Hunger, 
his Companions had been ſo much enut'd to it during 
that long Voyage, that they made no Account of 
It | 
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Cortes marc hes on towards Mexico, arrives 
at Tezcuco, and Vztacpalapa; Motezu- 
ma comes out in Perſon to meet him, the v 
Manner of the Reception; and the Di. « 
courſe that paſs*d between them then, a u 
at a Viſit. p 


E328 OTE ZU MA was immediately inform'd BW V 
AVI 1 of all that has been ſaid, by ſome of hs WF © 
MN ZE = People; tho' moſt of them ſtay d among *) 
the Spaniards, and for as much as it ws * 
ſuſpected that they were privately amd i © 
fo fall upon them by Surprize, Cortes bid the Mexico on 
Lords not to ſtir in the Quarters of the Spaniards i cu 
Night, becauſe they never ſlept or laid aſide their We- N. 
pons, and were wont to kill all that came among then, 
Notwithſtanding all this Precaution ſome Spies were 
_ employ'd out of the Way, to find whether that wer 
ſo, and the Sentinels kill'd three or four of them, be. 
ing forewarn'd, which prov'd ſo advantageous, that tb 
Me xicans afterwards took up their Quarters very fa 
from the Spaniards, They were now in the Province 
of Culua, which is rather cold than hot, full of Ga: 
dins, and Groves, the Waters very ſweet, and abut 
dance of Hart Cherry-Trees, the Fruit that was foun 
moſt like to any in Spain. 


Tut 
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Tas next Day they march'd to a Town two Leagues 
from the Country Houſe where they had lain, call'd 
Amacameca, in the Province of Chalco. The Lord 
came out to meet Corres, with a great Retinue ; gave 
him forty Women Slaves, the value of three thou- 
and Pieces of Eight in Gold, and Proyifions for 
two Days, and privately told him in what tyrannical 


Manner Autex uma treated him, and all others. He 


comforted, encourag' d, and gave him ſome Toys, fo 
that they parted very great Friends. The Army ad- 
vancd thence to a ſmall Town, half the Hou- 
ſes whereof are within the Lake, and the other half at 
the Foot of an uncooth ſtony Mountain. Many of 
the King's Servants kept along with the Army, ſup- 
plying it with all Neceſſaries, and that Night they de- 
ſign'd to have murder'd all the Spaniards; but Cortes 
| was ſo watchful, that his Sentinels, and a ſmall extra- 


ordinary Corps de Garde he had appointed, kill'd twen+- 


ty Men that were to view the Quarters. The next 
Morning before they ſet out, abundance of People 
came from Mexico, and many Gentlemen, attending 
on Cacamazin, Nephew to Motezuma, Lord of Tex 
cuco, a Youth about twenty-five Years of Age, who 
was richly clad, and carry d on a Sort of Bier on 
Men's Shoulders, and when he alighted ſome went be- 
fore, ſweeping the Way he was to go. Cortes came 
out of his Tent to meet. him, paying him much Re- 
ſpect, and treating the others very courteouſly, 
Twelve Noblemen went with him into the Tent, and 


{ Cacamazin with much State and Gravity, ſaid, That 


he and thoſe Gentlemen were come to wait on him, 
adding to excuſe his Unkle, that he came not in Perſon 
becauſe he was indiſpos'd. Cortes anſwer'd him fully, 


and yet Cacamazin inſiſted, that it was not fit for 


him to go to Mexico, becauſe he ſuſpected that there 


might be ſome Difficulty in his Admitrance, or that 5 
Tt 2 ir 
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it would be oppos'd. Cortes gave him a conſiderable 
Preſent of ſuch Things as he had, treating him ina ve- 
ry courteous and loving Manner, but held on his Way, 
and it was wonderful ro ſee what a Multitude of Peo- 
ple came out from Mexico, and the other Towns on the 
Lake, to ſee the Spaniards, admiring their Habit, Beards, 
Arms, Horſes, and the Strangeneſs that appear'd in 
every Particular, ſaying, Theſe are truly Gods. Cortes 
warn'd them not to croſs the Soldier's Ranks, not to 
come near the Horſes, nor to touch their Garments, 

which would immediately coſt them their Lives; leſt 
growing familiar with 2 Soldiers they ſhould fear 
them the leſs. They came to Tezcaco, which was 
twice as big as Sevil, the Streets very Tegular, the 
Houſes beautiful, and is ſeated. in a Plain, on the falt 
Lake, and has freſh Water in Pipes brought from the 
Mountain to every Houſe, which makes it a very 
agreeable Habitation. From thence they proceeded to 
Quitlavaca, which they call d Venezuela, or little Venice, 
containing about two thouſand Houſes, all in the Wa- 
ter, pleaſant, and plentifully ſupply'd with Fiſh. They 
enter'd it along a Cauſway above twenty Foot broad, 
and above half a League in Length, with good Hou- 
ſes and Towers, and the Lord of the Place came out 
ro meet Cortes, furniſh'd the Forces with Neceſſaries, 
and at his Requeſt they ſtay d there that Night. He 
diſcours'd Cortes in private, declaring how much he 
wiſh'd to be diſcharg'd from his Subjection to Ao 
æuma, made grievous Complaints againſt him, adding, 
that if he and his were Gods, as they ſeem'd to be, 
he ought to ſet many great Men at Liberty, who would 
all be aſſiſting to him. He comforted, and aſſurd 
him, that the great Monarch Motezuma would do 
vhatſoever he ſhould ask of him. As for the Way t0 
Mexico that Lord aſſur'd bim it was all good, being 


* 
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dong a Cauſway much broader than that which had 
bi, 7g „ 
\ HavinG receiv'd this Account, Cortes ſer out bet- 
ter ſatisfy d, having before reſoly'd to make Boats to 
enter into Mexico, and nevertheleſs he was afraid leſt 
they ſhould break down the Cauſways, He march'd 
upon his Guard, ſending ſame Horſemen before, to 
ſee how Matters ſtood, and conſidering the immenſe 
Multitude of People that appear d, ſome till continu'd 
to put him in Mind of the Inſtability of Fortune in 
martial Affairs, but he always appear'd undaunted, and 
encourag'd the Men, promiſing them great Advanta- 
ges. At the Requeſt of Cacamazin, he went two 
Leagues farther to Rracpalapa, a Town belonging to 
another of Motex uma s Nephews, who came out to 
meet him, with the Lord of Cuyoacan, another Prince 
of the Royal Family. With them came an infinite 
Multitude of People, beſides thoſe that were on the 
Cauſway. They preſented him with Women Slaves, 


pPlumes of Feathers, Garments, and to the Value of 
{ four thouſand Pieces of Eight in Gold. The Lord of 


Iztacpalapa made a Speech, bidding Cortes welcome in 


the King's Name. Cortes anſwer'd very diſcreetly, and 


| re them ſome Toys, which were more accepta- 
| ble for the Rarity than the Value. At Nracpalapa he 
was well entertain'd, in a Houſe that had large Courts, 
upper and lower Floors, and very. delightful Gardens. 


The Walls were of Stone, the Timber Work well 


| wrought, there were many and ſpacious Rooms, hung 
$ with Cotton Hangings extraordinary rich in their Way. 
On one Side of it was an Orchard, with abundance 
| of Fruit and Greens; the Walks were all enclos d 
| with Reeds interwoven, cover'd with oderiferous Roſes 
| and Flowers. There were Ponds of freſh Water with 
much Fiſh in them; one of them was four hundred 
| Faces ſquare, that is one thouſand fix hundred about, 


with 
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with Steps to go down to the Water, and to the 
Bottom. Such Numbers of ſmall Herons, wild Ducks, 
Gulls, and other Sorts of Fowls reſorted to the Lakes, 
that they were ſometimes cover d. This City con- 
tain d ten thouſand Houſes, the one half of them in 
the Salt Lake, and the other on the Continent. On 
the Way from it to Mexico is a Spring of good Wa- 
ter, encompaſs d with tall Trees. Cortes attentively 


bbſervid all theſe Particulars, and conſider d the Grau- 


deur of Mexico, and he is reported to have rejoyc d ye. 


ry much, and to have bid ſome of his beſt Friends to 


chear up, for they ſhould ſoon receive the Reward of 
all their Labours. | 1 

Motexuma defird nothing more than to obſtrut 
Cortes coming to Mexico, and to that Purpoſe made 
uſe of all the Arts that have been mention d; and when 
he was at 7=cacpalapa, he ſent ſome Gentlemen as from 
themſelves artfully to adviſe him to go back, repreſent- 
ing to him many Dangers, and offering to give him 
whatſoever he ſhould demand. Texch, the Nobleman 
of Zempoala, being inform'd of what they had faid, told 
Cortes he ſhould not give Credit to thoſe Difficulties 
and Dangers they talk'd of, for he had been himſelf in 
Mexico, and offer'd to conduct him to the King's Pr. 
lace along a very fine Cauſway. Cortes then advan- 
cing, order'd an Indian to go before, and make Prock- 
mation as he went, in the Mexican ＋ 47 chat no 
Man ſhould offer to croſs the Way, for it any did, 
they ſhould be immediately kill 


| upon the Spot; 
which prov'd of great Uſe, that his Men might have 
Room to march, notwithſtanding the Crowd of the 
People. Tztacpalapa is two Leagues from Mexico, il 
along a Cauſway, ſo broad that eight Horſemen cn 
eaſily go a-breaſt, and it is ſo ſtrait, that were it not 
for one Angle it forms, the Gates of Mexico might be 
ſeen at the firſt ſerting out. Qn the Sides of it at 
N 9 9 Me xicalæim BY 
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Mexicaltzingo, a Town of four thouſand Houſes, ſea- 
ted in the Water; Ciyoacan of fix thouſand Houſes on 
the Land Side, very beautiful, healthy, and pleaſant, 
and Hixcilopacheo of five thouſand Houſes. In theſe 
three Towns, during their continuing Pagans, there 
were meny Temples, and high Towers, all over plai- 
ſter'd with white Lime, which when the Sun ſhin'd 
upon them, at a Diſtance look'd like Silver, being a 
great Ornament to thoſe Places, and now they are Mo- 
naſteries. There was in them a great Trade of Salt, 
but not white, nor agreeable to eat, eſpecially to the 
Spaniards, yet good for falting of Meat. It is made 
of the Surface of the Earth that is near the Lake, and 
full of Saltperre, the Lumps of it are round, almoſt 
of a Brick Colour, and they yielded Motexuma a ve- 
ry great Revenue, the Trade of it ſtill continues, being 
carry d very far. On the Cauſway there were, Draw 
bridges, at certain Diſtances over the Openings, through 
which the Water runs out of the one Lake into the 
other. The freſh Water Lake is higher than the Salt, 
and tho' it runs into the other, they do not mix 
much, by reaſon of the Cauſways that part them. 
Cortes had three hundred Spaniards, tho Gomara ſays 
they were four hundred, and when they march'd out 
of Tlaſcala, their Number ſeem?d ſo ſmall to him, that 
fancying ſome ſtay'd behind, he ſent Perer de Alvarado 
to fetch them out, and he found none. The Indian 
Confederates that follow'd him were fix thouſand, for 


| ſome Tlaſcallans, Chulullans, and others, had join'd him 


at Chulula. Being come near to Mexico, where ano- 


: ther Cauſway joyns the former, he there found a Stone 


Bulwark, two Fathoms high, with two Towers at the 


; Ends, and between them a Breaſtwork with Battle« 


ments, and two Gates. There Cortes halted; becauſe 
four thouſand Gentlemen of the Court, richly clad all 


in the ſame Livery, came out to meet him. Every 


One 
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dne of them, when he came to the Place where Corte; 


was, made his Obeyſance, touching the Ground with 
his Right Hand, and kiſſing it, and paſling along, re- 


turind to the Place from whence he came. This took 


up a full Hour, and was a goodly Sight; and in that 
very Place, Cortes afterwards fix d his Attack, when he 
beſieg d Mexico. The Cauſway runs on from the Buk 
wark, and at the End of the Street it goes towards 
a wopden Draw-Bridge, ten Paces wide, under which 
the Water ran, it is now of Stone, and near the Houſe 
that Peter de Alvarado built. To this Bridge the King 
himſelf advanc'd to meet Cortes, under a Canopy of 
greeti Feathers and Gold, with many curious Works 
hanging about it, carry'd on the Heads of four Lords. 
Before him walk'd three Lords, one after another, each 
of them holding a Gold Rod upright, in the Nature 
of Scepters; which were carry d before Motexuma 
every Time he wenr abroad, either by Land or Water, 
like a Standard, or Token that the great Lord was 
there, to the End that all who were in the Way, tho 
they did not ſee him, might pay the. due Reſpect. 
Two principal Lords, being his Brother Quet hauac, and 
his Nephew Cacamacis led him by the Arms. They 
were all richly clad; and aſter the ſame Manner, bating 
that the King had Golden Shoes, which they call Za. 
gles, being like thoſe of the ancient Romans, and on 
them many precious Stones of great Value, the Soles 
faſtned with Thongs. The two Lords that led him 
were bareſoot, for the Reſpect they paid him was ſo 
great, that no Man durſt come into his Preſence with- 
out taking off his Shoes, or might they lift up their 
Eyes. Several of his Servants went before, two and 
two, ſpreading Cloths on the Ground that he might 
not tread on it. At a ſmall Diſtance behind him two 
hundred great Men walk'd in Proceſſion, all of them 
barefoot, and in a richer Livery than the three thou- 
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' and that went before him. Mote uma kept along the 
Middle of the Street, and the two hundred that fol- 
low'd him as cloſe to the Walls as they could, their 


Eyes fix d on the Ground, becauſe it was accounted as 
a Diſreſpect to look on his Face. As ſoon as Cortes 
{aw him, he alighted from his Horſe at a ſmall Diſtance, 
with ſome Gentlemen, and drawing near made his 
Obeyſance, after the Manner of Spain. Thoſe that 
kd Motezuma ſtopp'd Cortes, thinking it a grievous 
Sin that any Man ſhould touch him, he being held as 


| ſome Deity. They ſaluted one another after their 
| Manner, Adorezarma touching the Ground with his 


Hand, and kiſſing it, a Ceremony us'd among the Ju- 


dians, and then bid him welcome. Cortes return d 


Thanks for having come out to meet him, and put 


{ about his Neck a Collar of glaſs Diamonds, and other 


precious Stones, with ſome Enamel. Mote⁊uma bow'd 


| a little, in token of accepting the Preſent. He went 
on a little before, with the Nephew that led him by the 
| Arm, and order d the other to ſtay and wait upon 


Cortes, leading him by the Hand along the Middle of 


the Street, not permitting any Spaniard or Indian to 
come near. This was the greateſt Honour Motex uma, 
being fo great a Prince could do Cortes. The two 
hundred Gentlemen in one Livery, that went behind, 
35 ſoon as they turn'd about came one by one to wel- 
come him, and the Day would have been too ſhort if 
all the Nobility in the City were to have done the 
© like; but the King going before, they all turn'd their 
Faces to the Wall in Token of Reſpect, fo that the 
others who were behind could not come up. The 
king was much pleas d with the Collar Corres gave 
bim, becauſe tho' not coſtly, it was gay, ſightly, and 
A _ ſtrange to him, and that he might not be thought 
co fall ſhort in any br Fug became a great Prince, he 


alk two Officers of his Bedchamber, and bid them 
— 2” bring 
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bripg two Collars cf large red Prawns, as big as great 
Snails, or Wallnuts, which they put a great Value 
upon, at every one of which hung eight Gold Prawns, 
wrought exactly to the Lite, and abour half a Foot 
long. When brought, the King ſtopp'd till Cortes 
came up, and with bis own Hands threw them upon | 
his Neck. The Iadiaus were amaz d that Motex uma | 
ſhould do Cortes fo ſingular a Favour, for he had never 
done the like to any other Man, and thus he gain'd 
Reputation among them. 5 | 
Tux Street they went through was about a Mile in \ 
Length, wide, ſtrair, and very beautiful, with Hou- I 
ſes on both Sides. Mexico, as ſhall more particularly 0 
be taken Notice of in its Place, has the beſt Streets and 0 
Houſes on the one Side, of any Place that is known F 
in the World. The Doors, Windows, aud Terraſſes \ 
of og long Streets were throng'd with ſuch a Multi- 0 
tude of People as was to be admir'd, and they won- C 
der'd at the Strangeneſs of our Men, their Beards, Fa- A 
ces, Habits, Horſes, Arms, and Guns, and faid, Cer- al 
tainly theſe are Gods, that come from thoſe Parts ſu 
where the Sun riſes. The old Men, who were moſt P 
knowing in their Antiquities, and the Memorials of th 
ar Genrility, ſighing ſaid, Theſe doubtleſs are the In 
Men that will Lord it over us, and our Country, ſince Ul 
being ſo few in Number, they have vanquiſh'd ſo bo 


many Nations. The Spaniards were aſtoniſh'd to fre 
ſuch a Multitude of People as they had never imagin'd. WW m 
They came toa very large Court, which was the Ward- ma 


robe of the Idols, and had been the Houſe of Acad. Go 
zin, Motezuma's Father. Ac the Door of it the King 
took Cortes by the Hand, led him into a ſpacious Room, Wi hob 
plac'd him og a rich elevated Place, adorn'd with Gold i and 
and precious Stones, and ſaid to him, « You are in i 2 
ce your own, Houſe, eat, reſt, and take your Pleaſure, WW pol 
« for I will ſoon return. Cortes made him profound 
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Obeyſance, without anſwering one Word. This was 
the Reception that mighty Prince made Cortes, in that 


aſt City of Mexico, on the 8th of November 15 193 


ne being lodg'd in ſo large a Houſe, that tho it ſeems 
incredible, contain'd ſo many ſpacious Rooms, with 


Bed-chambers, that one hundred and fifty Spaniards 


could all lie ſingle. It was alſo worth obſerving, that 
though the Houſe was ſo big, every Part of it to the 
leaſt Corner was very clean, near, matted and hung 
with Hangings of Cotton and Feather Work of ſeve- 
ral Colours, and had Beds of Mats with Pavillions- 
over them, no Man of what Quality ſoever having any 
other ſort of Bed, no others being us'd. There was 
Fire with Perfumes in every Chamber, and ſo many 
Men Servants every where as ſufficiently diſcover'd the 
Grandeur of that Prince. When /Adoretuma was gone, 
Cortes aſſign'd every one his Apartment, placing the 
Artillery before the Door; and when he had order'd 
all that was requiſite, the prime Men ſerving him in 
ſuch Quality as is uſual in the Houſes of the greateſt 
Perſons, . the reſt in Honour to him, and becauſe it was 


then convenient, ſtood in Order about the Walls. 


In ſhort, when they had all din d and reſted, Mote- 
£ma return d, Cortes went out to meet him, they 


both walk d together to the rais'd Part of the Room, 
| and when they were ſeated in the Preſence of 
many Mexican Gentlemen, and Cortes's chief Com- 
| manders, More uma gave Cortes many coſtly Jewels of 
Gold, Silver, Feather Work, and fix thouſand rich 
Cotton Garments. Cortes return'd Thanks for that 
noble Preſent, wherein he ſhow'd his good Breeding 
| and Diſcretion, and then Aoteæuma turning to him by 
means of the two Interpreters Aguilar and Marina, 
poke as follows. | | 


UA « Noble 


& to you in Diſtreſs; J have ſeen the Horſes, which 
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cc Noble Valourous Commander, and you Gentle- 
ce men that are come with him, I call to Witneſs the 


« Gentlemen and Servants of my Houſhold, that it 
eis a great Satisfaction to me to have ſuch Gueſts, 


es that 1 may entertain you as you deſerve ; and if I 


“ hitherto defir'd you not to come to Mexico, it was 
on Account of the great Dread my People had con- 
& ceiv'd of yours; for beſides that every one of them 


* can vanquiſh many of ours, you frighted them 
* with the Strangeneſs of your Habit, and Perſons, 
sand of thoſe Creatures you have bigger than Stags, 
and becauſe you made the, Earth quake with the W «© 
* Thunder and Lightning of Heaven ; as alſo be- c 
© cauſe they ſaid you made ſuch dreadful Wounds x 
& with your Swords, that you could cut Men off in c 
the Middle. It was likewiſe reported, that you 6 
© were very fond of what was not your own, and al- 6 
© together intent upon commanding ; that you were bs 
& very greedy of Gold and Silver; and that every « 
* one of you did eat as much as ten of ours, beſides q 
«© many other Things that made us very inclinable not 6 
© to permit you to enter theſe Kingdoms; but being WF © 


& now fatisfy'd by the Converſation my Men have had 
* with yours, that you are mortal Men like us, tho 
“ much braver, and good natur'd, Friends to your 
© Friends, enur'd to Labour, and that you have done 
* no Harm without much Provocation, defending 
* your own Perſons, and protecting thoſe that came 


ce are like great Stags, and the Guns that reſemble 
Trunks, and therefore I look upon what was faid of 
« you at firſt as a Jeſt, tho the Tlaſcallans your Friends 
& at firſt were of the ſame Opinion as I, and being 
* now undeceiv'd, I do not only account you My 
ce great Friends, but very near Relations; for my Fe- 
ther told me he heard his Father ſay, that our * 

5 | | « (tors 
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« ſtors; and the. Kings from whom I deſcend were not 
« Natives of this Country, but Rs. who co- 


ming with a great Lord, that ſoon after return d to 


his own Country, being moſt powerful, made them- 
« ſelves Maſters of rhis Kingdom, which belong'd ro 
« the Otomies; and many Years after, that 1 came 
« again for them, bur they would not return home, 
« becauſe they were marry d here, and had Children, 


4 and Authority. That Lord went away much diſ- 


« pleas'd with them, and told them at parting, . that 
« he would ſend his Deſcendents to govern and keep 
« them in Peace, and in the Laws and Religion of their 
« Forefathers, and that if they would not accept of 
« it freely, they ſhould be compelbd to it by Force. 
« For this reaſon we have always believ'd that the 
« People from thoſe Parts would come to ſubdue, and 
command us, and I am of Opinion you are they, 
© becauſe of the Parts you come from, and the Know- 
edge that great King who ſends you has of us. 
« Therefore, worthy Commander, be aſſur'd that we 
* will obey you, if you do not impoſe on us, and 
&« will Share what we have with you; and tho? what 
* have ſaid were not ſo certain, you deſerve all good 
« Uſage on Account of your Virtue, and if you fan- 
cy that J am a God, and that, as ſome falſely ima 
«* gine I turn myſelf when I pleaſe into a Lyon, a 
“ Tyger, or a Serpent, that is a meer Fiction, for I 


| © am a mortal Man like others; And fo faying he 


pinch'd his hand, and proceeded, «< Touch my Body, 
« for it is Fleſh and Bone, tho? as a King I am above 
others, on Account of the Dignity and Prehemi- 
«* nence in which the God's have plac'd me. The 
c Tlaſcallans, Zempoalans and Guaxocingans have per- 
« haps alſo ſaid, that the Tops and Walls of my Houſes 

« are of Gold; ſome of them having rebel d 2 your 


* coming, but I ſhal} ſoon humble their Pri 4 H = 
6 Houles 
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« Houſes you ſee are of Timber, and Clay, and ſome 
cc of the better Sort of Stone; as for the reſt, it is 
& true I have Wealth, and Treaſures, which I have 
&« inherited from my Parents, and Predeceſſors, and 
« have been preſerv'd for many Ages down to this 
« Time; and in them there is a great quantity of Gold, 
„ Silver, Pearls, precious Stones, extraordinary coſtly 
ec E Feathers and Arms, as is uſual for Kings to 
« have, who are of antient Deſcent, all which you 
ce and your Companions ſhall have and enjoy, when- 
& ſoever you pleaſe, for I have kept it for you. When 
he utter'd theſe Words his Heart relented ſo much 
that he could not forbear letting fall Tears, and conclu- 
ding his Speech, ſaid, « In the mean Time take your 
« Eaſe, for you muſt needs be weary.” 
Cortes making a low Obeyſance, with a chearful 
Countenance anlwer d as follows. Moſt potent Prince, 
e be afſur'd that my coming hither has been to know, 
* and to falute you in the Name of the great King of 
ce Caſtile and Leon, my Sovereign, who is well inform'd 
ce of your Grandeur; and the farther he is remov'd at 
ce a Diſtance from you, the more he covets your Friend- 
<« ſhip, and has ſent me more particularly to diſcourſe 
* you about Matters of Religion, becauſe he looks up- 
te on you and yours to be much in the wrong, and 
5 therefore deſires that you and they may be deliver'd 
« from that Blindneſs in which the Devil holds you. 
<« J will alſo impart to you many Things that will be 
« conducing to the good Government of your King- 
« dom, becauſe wanting Letters you have not been able 
<« to attain to the Knowledge of thoſe Sciences which 
« the Ancients handed to us; in which are couch'd 
ce the Laws and Precepts for living virtuouſly, and fix- 
« ing a Principle to know what is expedient for the 
e Salvation of Souls, which are immortal, and being 
<« of Neceſſity ſeparated from their Bodies by Death, 
* | | | & are 


. | 
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« are to go give a ſtriẽt Account of the Good, or Evil 
« they have done to one only God, the true Judge, 
& who will beſtow eternal Reſt on thoſe who have led 
i: ood Lives and everlaſting Torments on ſuch as 
« have done ill. Thus, if you will give ear to, and 
« well underſtand what I ſhall ſay to you hereafter, 
“ you will look upon our coming as a Happineſs, and 
* be much oblig'd to the King of Spain for having ſent 
ce me to you; and in reality had I not confided very 
“ much on your good Diſpoſition, I ſhould not have 
been ſo poſitive in my Reſolution to ſee and falute 
« you ; and J am undeceiv'd as to what had been ſaid 
4 to me concerning you, for I ſee the contrary with 
© my own Eyes, and that you are a Man like us, meek, 
* peaceable, courteous, a Lover of Juſtice, generous, 
and a Prince in all Points, as has appeard by your 
“Actions, fo perfect and accompliſh'd, that our great 
Gad will not permit you to dye in the Error and Ig- 
* norance in which the Devil holds you; and I am 
* well aſſur'd, that the great Lord you expect is the 
* King, my Sovereign, of the Race, and Country of 
« your Predeceſſors, and therefore receive, love and 
“embrace us, as belonging to him, for we come only 
ce to ſerve, inſtru, and give you all Pleaſure and Satiſ- 
9e faction. Set your Heart at reſt, and do not imagine 
ee there is any more in it than what we tell you. As 
ce to the Offer you make me of your Treaſures, I kiſs 
your Hands for that great Generofity, and you may 
« reſt ſatisfy'd that our Perſons can do you more Ser- 
cc vice than all that Wealth. Moteæuma who had 
been very attentive, lay ing aſide all Jealouſy, embrac'd 
Corres, offering himſelf and his Houſe over again, and 
ask'd, whether thoſe with the Beards were all his Sub- 
_ jets, or his Slaves, that he might treat every one as 
was proper. Cortes told him, that moſt of them were 
his Brothers, Friends, and Companions ; but that a- 
. 1 5 | mong 


336 The HISTORY of America. 


mong them ſome were of a higher Degree than others, 


¶Motex uma went away, and enquird of the Interpreters, 


which were the principal Perſons, and then ſent every 


one a Preſent ſuitable to his Quality, the ſame _ 
FRE. 


carry'd by Perſons of proportionable Rank to tho 
they went to, . 


„HA. I 


How Motezuma vas ſerv'dat Meals; how 
he gave Audience; his Diverſions , his 
Women aud Houſes ; the Game of Ball; 


he great Dance; the Grandeur of his Pa- 


lace, and other Particulars. 


N OTEZUMA did always eat alone, and 


339 71 ſo great a Quantity of Meat was ſervd 


NONE. 
x 2 vp to his Table, ſuch great Variety, and 
ſo differently dreſs d, that there was 
ſufficient for all the prime Men of his 
Houſhold. His Table was a Cuſhion, 
or two Pieces of colour'd. Leather; inſtead of a Chair, 
a little low Stool, made of one Piece, the Seat hollow'd 
out, carv'd and painted in the beſt manner that could 
be; the Table-cloth, Napkins, and Towels of very 
fine Cotton, as white as Snow, and never ſerv'd any 
more than once, being the Fees of the proper Officers. 
The Meat was brought up by four 1 Pages, 


all Gentlemen, Sons of Lords, and ſer down all toge- 
ther in a Hall; the King went thither, and with - 
e Rod. 
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Rod, or his Hand pointed to what he lik'd, and then 
the Sewer ſer it upon Chafingqiſhes, that it might not 
be cold; and this he never fail'd to do unleſs the Stew- 
ards at any Time very much recommended to him 
ſome particular Diſhes. Before he fate down, twenty 
of the moſt beautiful Women came and brought him 
Water to waſh his Hands, and when ſeated the Sew- 
er did ſhut a wooded Rail, that divided the Room, 
left the Nobility that went to, fee him Dine ſhould en- 
cumber the Table, and he alone ſer on and took off 
the Diſhes, for the Pages neither came near, nor ſpoke 
a Word. Strict ſilence was obſerv d, none daring to 
ſpeak, unleſs it were ſame Jeſter, or the Perſon of 
whom he ask d any Queſtion. The Sewer was al- 
ways upon his Knees, and barefoot a:tending him, with- 
out lifting up his Eyes. No Man with Shoes on Was 
to come into the Room, upon Pain of Death. The 


Sewer alſo gave him Drink, in a Cup of ſeveral 


Shapes, ſometimes of Gold, and ſometimes of Silver, 
ſometimes of Gourd, and ſometimes of the Shells of 
Fiſhes. Six ancient Lords attended at a Diſtance, to 
whom he gave ſome Diſhes of What he lik d beſt, 


which they did eat there with much Reſpect. He 


had always Muſick of Flutes, Reeds, Horns, Shells, 
Kettle- drums, and other Inſtruments, nothing agteeahle 
to the Ears of the Spaniards, nor was their Vocal 
Muſick any better, till they learnt. it of the Spaniards. 
There were always at Dinner Dwarfs, / crqoked and 
other deformed Perſons to provoke Laughter, and they 


did Eat of what was left ar the farther End of the Hall, 


with the Jeſters and Buffoons. What remain'd was 
given to three thouſand Indians that were conſtantly 
upon Guard in the Courts, and Square, and therefore 
there were always three thouſand Diſhes, of Meat, and 
as many Cups of Liquor. The Larder, and Cellar 
were never ſhut, by alder their continual carry ing 
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in and out. In the Kitchin they dreſs'd all Sorts of 


Meat that were fold in the Market, being a prodigi- 


ous Quantity, befides what was brought by Hunters, 
Tenants, and Tributaries. The Diſhes and all Uten- 
fil were of good Earthen Ware, and ſerv' d the King 
but once. He had Abundance of Veſſels of Gold 
and Silver, yet made no Uſe of them, becauſe they 
ſhould not ſerve twice, which was look'd upon as 
mean, but all or part of them were carry'd to the Feaſts, 
and Sacrifices of their Gods. Sometimes, tho' ſeldom, 


he did eat human Fleſh, and it was to be of that which 


had been facrific'd, and extraordinary well drefs'd. 
When the Cloth was taken away, the Women, who 


| had ſtood all the Dinner Time, came to give him Wa- 
ter for his Hands, and then all went away except thoſe 


that were in waiting. 


| When the Company was gone, ſome one of the ſix 
| Lords ſtay'd to talk with the King, and if the Seaſon 
were fit for it, he took a Nap, leaning againſt the Wall, 


on the ſame Stool on which he had din'd. After that 


he gave Audience, with much Affability and Gravity, 
calling in the Secretaries for that Purpoſe, by whoſe 


Mourhs he anſwer' d, and order'd what was to be done. 


Thoſe who had any Bufineſs came in, leaving their 
Shoes at the Palace Gate, or elſe carry'd them at their 
Girdle, under their Mantle. At that Time the great 


Lords, unleſs they were of the Blood Royal, wore 


coarſe Mantles over their rich ones, alledging, that it 
was diſreſpectful to appear ſo fine before their en 
All that were to ſpeak to him perform'd the ſame Man- 
ner of Obeyſance, for they bow'd three or four Times 
before they came up to him, did not look in his Face, 


ke with their Heads hanging down, and ſo low, 


thar none but the Secretaries could hear them. He 
liſtned with much Attention, and if any one hapned 
to have fo much Awe upon him that lie could not well 


expreß 
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expreſs what he had to ſay, he would bid him com- 
poſe himſelf, and tell a Secretary his Buſineſs. He 
anſwer'd all Men. with a pleaſant Countenance, very 
leaſurely, and in few Words. Thoſe who had been 


heard went away without turning their Backs to him. 
When the Audience was over, many Lords, and other 


Courtiers came in, and he delighted to hear them ſing 


the great Actiofis of his Forefathers to the Muſick of 


certain round Inſtruments that had a very great Sound. 


He was pleas'd to hear Teſters talk, becauſe they diverted 
the Care of Buſineſs, and ſaid, they were wont under 
Jeſts to tell ſuch truths as wife Men durſt not utter, 
and therefore he rewarded them very well. Sometimes 
he took Pleaſure to ſee Men that play d Tricks with 
their Feet, as Juglers do with their Hands in Spain, 


for they lying along on their Backs, will toſs a Pole | 


three Yards long with their Feet, ſo many ſeveral ways, 
caſting and carching it ſo quick, that it can ſcarce be 
ſeen. Others ſetting the ſame Pole upright on the 
Ground, leap up and ſet both their Feet on the Top 
of it, and then a ſecond taking hold of the lower 
part of the Pole lifts it up with the other upon it, and 
moves about playing a” thouſand mimick Tricks, 
There were ſome ſuch active Vaulters, that the Pole 
being laid on the Shoulders of two Men, they play'd 


| ſuch wonderful Pranks on it, that it ſeem'd impracti- 


cable without the Help of the Devil, and yet there 


was nothing of it but bare Cuſtom and Practice. He 
delighted in a Sort of Poſture-Maſters, for three 


Men would ſtand upright one upon anothers Shoulders, 
and the uppermoſt perform'd Wonders, as if he had 
ſtood upon the Ground, the undermoſt at the ſame 
Time walking and dancing, and the middlemoſt pers 


forming other Motions. Sometimes he look d at the 


Game of Poroli, which is ſomething like our Tables, 
and is play'd at with Beans, and Lupins, that have 
359 7 1 X X 2 ; 5 Dots 
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Dots made on them like Dice, and the Game is calbd 
Potoli, becauſe that is the Name of thoſe Dice. They 
throw them with both Hands upon a fine Mat, which 
they call Perare, having Lines drawn on it like St An- 
ares Grols, and others acroſs them, obſerving the 
Caſt that fell above, laying down, or taking away little 
Stones of ſevera} Colours. This Game was in ſuch 
Eſteem among them, that many loſt not only their 
Eſtates at it, but their Liberty alſo, for they play d 
themſelves away, when they had nothing elſe left. 

The King took much Delight in ſeeing the Sport 
at Ball, which'the Spaniards have fince prohibited, be- 
caufe of the Miſchiet that often hapned at it; and 
was by them calbd Tlach#li, being like our Tennis. 
The Ball was made of the Gum 7 a Tree that grows 
in hot Countries, which having Holes made in it di- 
ſtils great White Drops, tint ſoon harden, and being 


. work'd and moulded together turn as black as Pitch. 


The Balls made thereof tho! hard and heavy to the 


Hand, did bound and fly as well as our Footballs, 


there being no need to blow them, nor did they uſe 
Chaces but vy d to drive the adverſe Party, that is 
to hit the Wall the others were to make good, or to 
ſtrike it over. They ſtruck it wich any Part of their 
Body, as it hapned, or they could moſt conveniently; 
and ſometimes he loft that touch'd it with any other 
Part but his Buttock, or Hip, which was look d upon a- 
mong them as the greateſt Dexterity; and to this Effect, 
that the Ball might rebound the better, they faſtned a 
Piece of ſtiff Leather on their Buttocks. They might 
ſtrike it every time it rebounded, which it would do 
ſeveral times one after another, in fo much that it look'd 


as if it had been alive. They play'd in Parties, fo many 


on a Side, for a Load of Mantles, or what the Game- 
fers could afford, at ſo many Sebres. They alfo play'd 
for Gold, and Featherwork, aye 
| * & ſelves 
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ſelves away, as has been ſaid before. The Place where 


they play d was a ground Room, long, narrow and 
high, but wider above than below, and higher on the 
Sides than at the Ends, and they kept it very well 
plaiſter'd and ſmooth, both the Walls and Floor. On 


the Side Walls they fix d certain Stones like thoſe of a 
Mill, with a Hole quite through the Middle, juſt as 


big as the Ball, and be that could Hilke it through 


there won the Game, and in Token of its being an 


extraordinary Succeſs, which rarely hapned, he had 
thereby a Right to the Cloaks of all the Lookers on, by 
antient Cuſtom, and Law amongſt Gameſters ; and it 


Was gt pleaſant to ſee, that as ſoon as ever the Ball 


was in t 


e Hole, the Standers · by took to their 


running away with all their Might to fave their Cloaks, 


laughing and rejoycing, others ſcouring after them to 
ſecure their Cloaks for the Winner; wha was oblig d 
to offer ſome Sacrifice to the Idol of the Tennis. court, 
and the Stone through whoſe Hole the Ball had paſs d. 


The SpeRators ſeeing the Ball ſo drove through the 
Hole, which they look'd upon as miraculous, tho! it 


was only accidental, were wont to affirm, that the 
Man who did it was certainly a Thief, or an Adul- 
terer, or would dye very ſoon, ſince he was ſo fortu- 
nate, and this Succeſs was talk d of for a long time, 


till the like hapning again it was forgot. Every Fen- 


nis-court was a Temple, having two Idols, the one of 


Gaming, and the other of the Ball. On a lucky Day, 


at Midnight, they perform'd certain Ceremonies, and 
Enchantments on = two lower Walls, and on the 
Midſt of the Floor, ſinging certain Songs, or Ballads; 
after which a Prieſt of the great Temple went with 
ſome of their Religious Men to bleſs it ; he utter d ſome 


Words, threw the Ball about the Tennis- court four 


Times, and then it was conſecrated, and might be play'd 
in, but not before, This was done with much Gravi- 
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ty and Attention, for they faid the Quiet and Satis- 
faction of their Hearts depended on it. The Owner 


of the Tennis-court, who was always a Lord, never 


play'd without making ſome Offering toand performing 
certain Ceremonies to the Idol of Gaming, which 
ſhows how ſuperſtitious they were, ſince they had ſuch 
Regard to their Idols, even in their Diverſions. Mo- 
texuma carry'd the Spaxiards to this Sport, and was 


well pleasd to fee them play at it, as alſo at Cards and 


n 


There is no Nation in the Univerſe but what delights 
in ſome Sort of Muſick, and Dancing; and tho' the 
People of New-Spain are more flegmatick and melan- 
cholly than, any other Nation whatſoever, nevertheleſs 
they have much Variety of Inſtrumental Muſick, not 
very agreeable to our Ears, as I have before obſerv'd, 


but at preſent, ameng other Things they have learnt of 
dur People, they play very well upon the Flute, the 
Waits, the Sackbut, the Trumpet, and other Inſtru- 


ments of our Sort, to the Organ Notes, ſingular Care 
having been taken to put them from their barbarous Cu- 


ſtoms. Moter uma being fo great a Prince, and all his 


Subjects honouring him ſomewhat more than what was 
fit for a Man, they endeavour'd to pleaſe him as much 
as was poſſible, and knowing that he delighted moſt 
in Mulick, as is uſual among great Men, they came 
to his Palace to entertain him, in a great Court there 
was before the Lodgings, and he was ſo taken with it, 


that he often ſent for thoſe Muſicians. The Indian 


way of dancing differ d very much from that of all o- 
ther Nations, and was thus, After Dinner they began 
a Dance that is very pleaſant and delightful, and by them 
call'd "Netotitiztle. Before Dinner they laid down a 
large Mat, and plac'd on it two Kettle-drums, one of 
them ſmall, © call'd Tepenaxtle, which is made of one 
Piece of Wood, very well wrought, hollow, and with- 
T e 4. 
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out any Leather, or Parchment on the outſide, ha- 
ving a Notch or Cranny on the Top. They bear it 
with ſmall Sticks, as we do our Kettle-drums, but the 


Ends of them are not of Wood, but of Wooll, or 
ſome other puffy Matter. The other Kettle-drum, 


is large, as high as a Man's Waſte, round, hollow, 


carv d and painted on the outſide, the Top of it cover'd 


With a large Piece of Deer's Skin, dreſs'd, and well 


ſtretchd, which being ſtrain'd raiſes, and when looſer 
lowers the Tone, and it is. beaten with the Hands, 


but is troubleſome. Thefe rwo Inſtruments bei 


tun'd to the Voices of the Singers, have a great Sound, 
very diſagreeable to our Ears. They were wont to the 


Muſick of thoſe Inſtruments to ſing Ballads, contain- 
ing the Victories and Feats of their former Kings; and 


when they were once in, they ſang merry, pleaſant, and 
comical Songs, all in Verſe, with their proper Cadencies, 


tho? not fo agreeable as ours. When it was dinner 


Time, eight or ten Men whiſtled very loud, bearing 


the Kettle-drums hard, as it were to warn thoſe that 


were to dance after Dinner ; then the Dancers came, 
who to entertain. their great Sovereign were all ro be 
Men of Quality, clad as richly as they could, with 


coſtly Mantles, white, red, green, yellow, and ſome 


of ſeveral Colours. They held in their Hands Noſe - 


gays of Roſes, or Fans made of Feathers, or of Gold 


and Feathers. Many of them by Way of Gallantry, 
or to look fierce, had their Heads thruſt into Heads of 
Tygers, Lions, Alligators, or other wild Creatures; 
and on their right Arm, or Shoulders they wore ſome 


Badge of Gold, Silver, or Feathers. There aſſembled 
at this Dance, not only one thouſand Men, as Gomara 
writes, bur above eight thouſand, for about that Num- 
der mer at the proclaiming of King Philip IT. march- 
ing in Order according to the Number of Men, four, 


fix, eight, or more in a Ravk. The prime Men kept 
5 g neareſt 
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_ neareſt to the Kertle-drums, according to their ſeveral 


D » They danc'd in a round ſometimes holding 
Hands, and ſometimes looſing them, one after ano- 
ther, moving their Hands or Feet at one and the ſame 
Fime. Two of the moſt active, and beſt Dancers, 
lead the reſt, who all do and ſay the ſame with them, 
keeping Fime. The two foremoſt ſung, and all the 
reſt anfwerd. The laſt among them take care to 


keep equal with the foremoſt, and this Dance uſually 


holds four or five Hours. When they ſing their Hi- 
ſtorical Ballads they do it ſlowly and gravely ; but 
when they come to other merry Songs they do it faſt- 
er, and in a more chearful Manner, dancing more 


ſprightly. This dance laſting fo long, ſome ſtep out 


to drink or reſt, without being miſs'd, and fall in a- 
gain ſtill keeping Time. When they think fit ſome- 
times they allow of Buffoons and Comical Fellows to 
dance out of the Ring, breaking Jeſts, imitating other 


Nations in their Habit and Language, acting Drunk- 


ards, Madmen, or old Women, to provoke the Spe- 


Gators to Laughter. This Dance is better worth ſee- 
ing, than that of the Moors called la Zambra, at Gra- 
nada; and if it is done by Women is ſtill more ſightly 


and agreeable, but they ſeldom dance it, and that in 


private, for Modeſty. It is reported, that the Wo- 


men Motex uma kept, which were the moſt beautiful, 
and the nobleſt in his Dominions, to pleaſe him, were 
wont to dance after this Manner, either in his Gardins, 
or in the Hall, none but he, and ſome particular Fa- 


vourites being admitted to fee them. 


* 


Moteruma was ſo great in all reſpects, that every 
thing appertaining to his Service, or Diverſion was 
- Majeſtick, and ſuitable to his Dignity. He had ma- 
ny Houſes, but becauſe it would be: tedious to ſpeak 
of them all, I ſhall confine myſelf to that where he 


conſtantly reſided, which in that Country Language 
was 
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was calbd Tepac, ſignify ing a Palace, or King's Houſe, 
It had twenty Gates, all of them to the great Square, 
or Market Place, and the principal Streets; and three 
ſpacious Courts, and in one of them a very fine large 
Fountain, the Water whereof was convey'd under Ground 
to other Parts of the Houſe. There were many Halls 
one hundred Feet in Length, and Rooms of twent 

five or thirty, and one hundred Baths. The Timber 
Work was ſmall, without Nails, but very firm and ſtrong, 


which the Spaniards much admi' d. The Walls were 
of Marble, Jaſper, Porfiry, a black ſort of Stone, with 


red Veins like Blood, white Stone, and another 
Sort that is tranſparent. The Roofs were of Wood 
well wrought and cary'd, as Cedar, Palm-Tree, Cy- 
preſs, Pine, and other Sorts, with the Figures of ſome 
Creatures cut thereon, as if they had been furniſh'd 


with ſuch Tools as our Carvers are. The Rooms were 
painted, and matted, and many of them with rich 
Hangings of Cotton, of Coney-wooll, or of Feather 


Work. The Beds were not anſwerable to the Gran- 
deur of the Houſe, and Furniture, being poor and 
wretched, conſiſting of Blankers upon Mats, or on 
Hay, or only Mats, the fineſt laid on the coarſeſt, 
for at that Time the Indians knew little of Delicacy, 
or Politeneſs. Since then the better Sort have usd 
wooden Bedſteads, with a Quilt to lye on, and a 
Blanket, which they reckon very Dainty. Few Men 
lay in this Palace; but there were one thouſand Women 
in it, and ſome ſay three thouſand, which is reckoned 
moſt likely, including Ladies, Servants, and Slaves. Mo- 
texuma took to himſelf the Ladies, that were Daughters 
of great Men, being many in Number, and well kept, 
eſpecially thoſe he liked, and the reſt he marry'd to his 
Servants, and other Perſons of Quality. It is reported, 
that he ſometimes had one hundred and fifty of then 
with Child at the ſame Time, who by the Inſtigation of 
Vor. II. Y Y the 
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the Devil took Things to miſcarry, that they might be 
in a Condition to pleaſe Motexuma, or becauſe they knew 
their Children were not to inherit. There were abun- 
dance of old Women to watch over thoſe young ones, 
who therefore never ſtirr'd from them, or permitted 
Men fo much as to look at them; for Motexuma and 
his Anceſtors took care to preſerve Modeſty in their 
Palace, and ſeverely puniſh'd any Diſreſpect, or Lewdneſs, 
that was committed there, which was very rare. Thoſe 
Ladies had many Women to wait on them, were rich- 
ly dreſs'd after their Manner, and waſh'd very often, 
becauſe Motex uma lov'd Cleanlineſs. 7 
TER Arms over the Gates of the Palace, born 
in Motexuma's Colours, and thoſe of his Anceſtors, 
were an Eagle ſtooping to a Tyger, with the Talons 
ready to lay hold. Some will have it to be a Griffon, 
and not an Eagle, affirming that there are Griffons on 
the Mountains of Taguacan, and that they unpeopled 
the Vale of Anacatlan, devouring the Inhabitants. To 
confirm this Aſſertion, they ſay thoſe Mountains are 


call'd Ciutlachcepeth, from Ciutlachtli, ſignifying a Grif- | 


fon like a Lyon. This is not very certain, there being 
nothing to prove it, but their bare Word, for hither- 
to the Spaniards never ſaw any Griffon in that Coun- 
try, though the Indians ſhow'd the Pictures of ſome 
among their Antiquities, They were repreſented to have 
Down, and no Feathers, and ſaid to be fo ſtrong, that 
they could break the largeſt Bones of Men, and Deer, 
their Shape between a Lyon and an Eagle, with 
four Legs, Teeth, and Down, more like Wool than 


Feather, a Beak, Talons, and Wings to fly. In all 
theſe Particulars their Pictures agree with our Deſcrip- 
tions, and Paintings, fo that it is neither a Bird nor 
a Beaſt. Plizy and other natural Philoſophers look up- 
on what is ſaid of the Griffon as a Fable, though ma- 
ny Tales; and Stories are told of them. Our People 

ES never 
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never having ſeen any, ſome conclude and affirm, that 
ever ſince the Beginning of Idolatry among the Vndi- 


ans in New Spain, the Devil was wont to appear in 


that Shape, as he did in many others that were no 
leſs fierce, and f{rightfu.. Other Lords alſo took the 
Griffon for their Arms, flying away with a Stag in his 
Talons, and others plac'd him on other fierce Crea- 
tures, { ſtrong and dreadful they look'd upon him 
ge, — OTE Ones 
Afotezuma had a very noble Houſe near his Palace, 
containing many fine Rooms, with open Galleries about 
it, ſupported with coſtly Pillars of Jaſper Stone, all 
of one Piece. There were other ſtately Galleries more 
ſightly than thoſe before ſpoken of, that look'd into 
a very large Orchard, in which there were ten or 
more Ponds, ſome of them of Salt Water, for the Sea 
Fowl, and others of freſh Water for the River, or 
Pool Birds; and they were often empty'd, and fill'd 
again, to keep the Feathers clean. There was ſuch a 
Multitude of Birds, that the Ponds could not hold 
them, and fo extraordinary was their Variety for Shape 
and Feathers, that our Men were amaz'd the firſt Time 
they ſaw them, and though they were of ſeveral Parts 
of Spain, they own'd they knew not very many of 
them. Motexuma took ſuch Care to have thoſe Birds 
maintain'd, for the ſake of their Feathers, that every 


ſort was ſupply'd with the proper Food they liv'd up- 


on abroad, as Herbs, Fiſh, other Birds, Grain of ſe- 
veral Sorts, and ſome had Flies, and other Vermin to 
ſeed on. Above three hundred Perſons were appoint- 
ed to ſerve them, ſome of whom cleans'd the Ponds, 
others fill'd, others fed them, others pick d them, o- 
thers look'd to their Eggs, others did ſet them when 
broody, others cur d them when ſick, others pull d 


their fineſt Feathers in hot Weather, which was the 


Motive of being at all that Charge and Trouble. 
* ö They 


, 
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They made of them rich Mantles, Carpets, Targets, 

Plumes, Fans, and ſeveral other Things, interwoven 

with Gold and Silver, all of them extraordinary curi- 
ous, and ſtrange Works, | 
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CHAP. I*, 
Of the Houſe of Birds; of the eArmonry; 
of the Gardens; off the King's Court, 
and Guard, and of the Taxes. 


hoe HERE was another Houſe near that above 
Ml ſpoken of, very large, and with fine A- 
partments, which was alſo calld the Bird 

=) Houſe, not becauſe it contain'd more than 
the other, but for that they were larger, nobler, and 
of another Sort, being Birds of Prey, for Game, and 
they were look'd after by skilful Men, with the great- 
eſt Care imaginable. Adorezuma went oftner to this 
Houſe than to any of the others, to ſee the Birds, 
becauſe they were more noble than the others, and 
was wont to ask many Queſtions of their Keepers, 
being very curious in that Sort of Knowledge, and 
he was in the right, for there are ſtill more and bet- 
ter Birds than in apy other Part of the World. In 
this Houſe there were many upper Rooms, and in 
them Men, Women, and Children, all with white 
Eyes and Hair, as has been ſeen in Spain; and what 
is moſt to be admir'd, in a Town cald Pocol, in New- 
Galicia, a Child was born, being the Son of a black 
Man and Woman, all of him as white as the very 
Snow, with his woolly Head, and the other Features 
n PH n. pos tw en like 
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like a Black, and yet was ſo extreamly white, that he 
could not ſee. They ſaid, there were ſome ſo white in 
Guinea, that their Children were black like their 
Grand-fathers. It was very extraordinary to have 
any ſuch born in New-Spain, becauſe all the other Na- 
tives are of the Colour of boil'd Quinces. In another 
Apartment there were Dwarfs, crooked Perſons, mi- 
ſhapen, and monſtrous, a great Number whereof he 
kept for his Diverſion ; and it is reported, that ſome. 


of them were purpoſely ſo deform'd in their Infancy, 
alledging, that it became a great Monarch to have 


ſuch Things as were not to be found elſewhere. Every 
Sort of Dwarfs, or other Monſters, were kept apart, 
with People to look after them. In the lower Rooms, 


there were many ſtrong Cages, or Pens, in ſome where - 
of there were Lyons, in others Tygers, in others 


Bears, in others Leopards, and in others Wolves. In 
ſhort, there were all Sorts of four-footed Beaſts, only 
that Motexuma might be ſaid to be ſo great, that he 


had all wild Beaſts ſhut up in his Houſe; and they 
were fed with Turkeys, Deer, Dogs, and other Crea- 


tures» What is ſtill more ſtrange, in other Rooms 


there were vaſt great Jars, Pans, and ſuch like Veſſels 
full of Water, or Earth, in which they fed and kept 


Snakes thicker than a Man's Thigh; very large Vipers; 


Alligators, Lizards, and Serpents of ſeveral. Sorts, ſo 
fierce and venomous, that the very Sight was frightful 


toſuch as were not well us'd to them. They were fed 


after a ſtrange Manner, for ſome were naturally ſo 


| fierce, that tho* bred ever ſince they had been very 


ſmall, they could never be tam'd. The Birds of Prey 


above-mention'd were in another Apartment, and 


about the Court, in ſtrong Cages, upon Perches, be- 
ing of all Sorts, as Hobbeys, Sparrow-Hawks, Kites, 


Vultures, Goſhawks, ten or twelve Sorts of Falcons, 


ſeveral Sorts of Eagles, and among them fifty much 
R bigger 
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bigger than the largeſt in Spain, each of which at one 
Meal would eat a Cock with a Crop, ' which are very 
large Birds. Theſe Eagles were aſunder, every one by 
itſelf; and all thoſe Birds were every Day allow'd five 
hundred of the Cocks with the large Crops, having 
three hundred Men to attend them, beſides a prodigi- 
ous Number of thoſe that follow'd the Game. Among 
theſe, were ſome Eaples ſo monſtrous large, and 
having ſuch prodigious Beaks and Talons, that it was 
ſrightful to behold them. Long after that Time, there 
was one at the Tlatelulco, or Market of Mexico, ſaid 
to have been left from the Time we are writing of, fo 
monſtrous big, that not only the Spaniards, but the 
Hrdians alſo went to ſee it, as a prodigious Creature; for 
it would devour a Sheep at a Meal. There were ma- 
ny other Birds in that Apartment, which the Spaniards 
knew nothing of, but the Indians ſaid they were all ve- 
ry fit for Game, and they appear'd to be fo by their 
Shape, Beak, and Talons. They gave the Snakes the 
Blood of Perſons facrific'd, which they ſuck'd and 
lick'd, and ſome ſay, they had Part of the Fleſh, 
which was alſo eaten by the Land and Water Alligators, 
and that was the Reaſon of their growing ſo vaſtly big. 
The Spaniards did not ſee it done, but found the Floor 
ſo thick with congealed Blood, that thruſting in a Stick 
it quak'd, and that Place ſtunk ſo horribly, that it was 
not to be endur d. It was ſtrange to ſee how the Men 
ſwarm'd about this Houſe, looking to the Snakes, and 
other Creatures in it. The Spaniards were very well 
pleas d to ſee ſuch Variety of Birds, ſo many fierce 
wild Beaſts, the Fury of the hideous Serpents, tho 
they did not like to hear their Hiſſing, the horrid 
Roaring of the Lyons, the diſmal Howling of the 
Wolves, the diſagreeable Cries of the Leopards and 
Tygers, and the dreadful Noiſe of the other Creatures, 
which they made either through Hunger, or * 
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they were not at Liberty to practiſe their ſavage Tem- 
per. When firſt the Spaniards heard that frightful Va- 


riety of Noiſes in the Night, they were frighred, till 
it grew familiar to them, and they affirm'd it was ſo 


hideous, that the Houſe ſeem'd to be a Reſemblance of 
Hell, and the Habitation of Devils, and it was no bet- 
ter, for in a great Room, or Hall, one hundred and 
fifry Foot long, and fifty in Breadth, there was, as 
the Judiaus afferted, a Chapel cover'd with thick Plates 
of Gold and Silver, and abundance of Pearls, Agates, 
Cornelians, Emeralds, Rubies, Topaces, and other pre- 
cious Stones ſet in them, where Motexuma was wont 


to pray many Nights, and the Devil appear'd, and ſpoke 


to him, giving Anſwers and Advice ſuitable to his Pe- 
tition and Requeſt. The firſt Conquerors ſaid they 
did not ſee this Chapel, becauſe Mote⁊uma always went 
to the Temple to pray, and perhaps, as the Indians de- 

d it from the Spaniardi, and would 


it; and they add, that when 4ex:co was taken, the 
Natives deſtroy'd that Place, and threw much Treaſure 
into the Lake. There was alſo a peculiar Houſe for 
the Grain, and to lay up the Feathers, and Cloth that 
was brought in as Tribute, and the ſame was well 
worth ſeeing. The Arms over the Gate was a Rab- 


bit. In this Houſe liv'd the Stewards, Treaſurers, 


Controllers, Receivers, and all that had My Employ- 


- ments about the King's Revenue. None of theſe 


Houſes belonging to the King were without Chapels, 
or Oratories to the Devil, whom they worſhipp'd for 


the Sake of what was there, and accordingly they were 


all large, and had many People belonging to them, 


which ſhows how ſuperſtitious rhey were, and how 


many Ways the Devil endeavour'd to be honour'd and 


worſhipp'd. 
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Motexama valu d himſelf fo much upon ſurpaſſing all 


other Monarchs he had ever heard of, that he ſpar d 
for nothing that was magnificent; to outdo what they 


could attain to, and ſince he had by Force of Arms, 
and the Multitude of his People ſubdu'd many King- 
doms and Provinces, he had appointed not only one, 
but ſeveral Houſes to ſerve him as Armouries. The 
Device over the Gate was a Bow, and two Quivers, 
thoſe being the Weapons moſt in Uſe among them. 
There was a very great Quantity of Arms in thoſe 
Houſes, as Bows, Arrows, Slings, Lances, Spears, 


Darts, Clubs, Swords of their Sort, Bucklers, and 
Targets rather gay than ſtrong, Head-pieces, Greves, 


and Bracelets, not of Iron, but of Wood gilt, or co- 
verd with Leather, and not ſo many of them as of 
other Arms. The Wood they made thoſe Arms of 
was very ſolid, hardned at the Fire, and at the End 


 fix'd Flints, or the Bones of the Fiſh Labica, which is 


venomous, and therefore the Wounds it makes are the 
worſe to heal, or elſe other Bones, which remaining in 
the Wound, render it almoſt incurable. The wooden 
Swords are edg'd with ſharp Flints, well fix d to them, 


by Means of a Sort of glutinous Subſtance of a Root 


they call Cacotle, and with Teuxale, a Sort of hard 
Sand like that in the Diamond Veins, which they mix 


and mould together with the Blood of Swallows, and 


other Birds, and it clings and holds for ever, ſo that 
the heavieſt Strokes do not ſeparate them. They did 
cut every Thing that was ſoft, but if they met with 


what was hard they recoil'd, the Edge being very 


ſharp and of Flint, of which they alſo made Piercers, 
to bore any Wood, or Stone, tho” it were a Diamond, 


with the Help of a certain Water they put into the 


Hole, like boring of Pearls. The Swords would cut 
a Spear, or a Horſe's Head off. Some ſay they made 
Dents in Iron; it is true they left a Mark, with the 


Violence 
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Violence of the Stroke, but then the Edge broke, as be- 


ing of Stone. No Man durſt go arm d in the City, 


but only when they went to War, or in Hunting, or 


upon the King's Guard; and he on Feſtivals, and ſome 


particular Days, caus'd the young Gentry to be exer- 


cis'd, againſt there ſhould be Occaſion, and for their 
Encouragement, appointed Rewards for thoſe that per- 
form'd beſt, He was preſent himſelf, and ſometimes 
ſhot with a Bow, and fenc'd with a Sword, being vc. 
expert at both, and did it with a good Grace, tho 
but ſeldom, for the more Grandeur. | | 
Tris King, beſides the Houſes already menrion'd, 
had ſeveral others for Pleaſure, with ſpacious Gardens, 
and Gravel Walks. The Gardens only produc'd phy- 


fical, and fragrant Herbs, Flowers, ſweet ſcented Trees 


of many Sorts. He order'd his Phyſicians to make Ex- 
periments of thoſe Herbs, and to cure the Gentlemen 
belonging to his Court with thoſe they knew beſt, 
The Gardens were very delightful to all that came in- 
to them, by reaſon of the great Variety of Flowers, 
and their Fragrancy and ſweet Scent ; eſpecially in 
the Morning and Evening. It was wonderful to ſee 
with what Artthey repreſented ſeveral Things in Leaves 


and Flowers, as Seats, Chapels, and other Things that 


were extraordinary Ornaments. Motexuma would not 


allow of any eatable Plants or Fruit in thoſe Gardens, 


alledging that it was not proper for Kings to keep Farms, 
or have Things that were for Profit in thoſe Places 
which were deſign'd for rheir Pleaſure ; that Orchards 


were ſor Slaves, and Traders; and yet he had Orchards 


of Fruit Trees, but they were farther off, and he ſel- 


dom went to them. He had alſo without the City of 


Mexico Houſes in Woods, and Parks of a great Extent, 
enclos'd with Water, that the Wild Beaſts might not 
break out, and the Game might be ſafe. Within thoſe 
Woods there were Springs, Rivers, and Fiſh-ponds, 
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Warrens, fine Paddocks, and Walks, Stags, Bucks, 
Hares, Foxes, and other ſuch like Creatures, in Hunt- 
ing whereof the Mexican Nobility often exercis d them- 
ſelves. When there was to be a Royal Hunting, they 
made a Ring to drive the Game to the Place where 
Motexuma was, but unleſs he was there that Ring was 
never to be made. At other Times, when the King 
would go a Hunting in the open Country, with all his 
great Men, it was a curious Sight to behold, asis now 
practis'd by the Viceroys, eight or ten thouſand In- 
dians and ſometimes more, holding one another by the 
Hands, encloſe a Compaſs of five or ſix Leagues, 


whiſtling and ſhouting to rouſe the Game from their 


lurking Places, ſo driving them into the Plains, where 


the Archers, and other arm'd Men were in the midſt, 
attacking the wild Beaſts, and almoſt taking the Stags 


with their Hands. About the King ſtood a good 
Number of Archers, who ſtir d not from their Place, 
as in the Nature of a Wall, that no wild Beaſt might 
break in where he was, and ſo he ſaw the Sport in 
Safety, there being no Horſes to run away upon. Theſe 
were the Diverſions of the great Motexuma, wherein 
ſew, or no mighty Princes have equal'd him. 

As Moter uma ſhow'd his Grandeur in all thoſe Par- 


ticulars that have been ſpoken of, ſo he obſervd much 


more in his Guards, and the Attendance about his Per- 
ſon. Six Hundred Lords, and Gentlemen of Note 
daily mounted his Guard, with each of them three, or 
four Servants at leaſt, and ſome of them thirty, or forty, 
according to every ones Ability, and Revenue. They 
all brought their own Arms, and between Maſters and 
Servants amounted to above three thouſands, but many 
ſay they were five thouſand. They did all eat at Court 
of the King's Meat, as has been obſerv'd beſore. The 
Servants did not go up, nor did they depart till Night, 
:fter they had pp 3 the Maſters were above ns 
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their Weapons, in the great Hall, never going in where 
Mote uma was. Some walk d about, tho' that was lit- 
tle practis d among them; others, being much the great- 
er Number, ſate on their little Stools, by four and 
four, or ſix and ſix, talking to one another, and ver) 
low, for it was look d upon as a Diſreſpect to pelle 
loud in the Palace. In ſhort, the Guard was fo nu- 
merous, that tho the Courts, Squares and Rooms were 
large, they fall'd all. Some of thoſe that were preſent 


have ſaid, that Mote⁊ uma had doubled his Guards on 


Account of the Spariaras, and for more Majeſty, tho 
moſt do affirm, that was his ordinary Guard, becauſe 


the Lords that were Subject to Motexuma, being thirty 


who had each of them one hundred thouſand Vaſſals, 


and three thouſand Lords of Towns, beſides many o- 


ther Perſons of Quality and Diſtinction, reſided at 


Mexico ſome Part of the Year, by way of Acknow- 
ledgment of their Sovereign, and tho* ſo many and fo 
powerſul, they were kept in ſuch Awe that none of 


them durſt return home to their own Countries witli- 
out Leave of their Sovereign, and when they went they 


left a Son, or a Brother as Hoſtage that they would not 
revolt; for which Reaſon they all had Houſes in the 


City of Mexico. 


Hrs Subjects were ſo ſubmiſſive, and tlioſe he cori- 
quer d under ſuch Reſtraint, that no Man tho! ever fo 
great was exempt from paying Tribute. The Nobility 
perform'd perſonal Service, ſpending the greateſt Part 
of the Year at Court at their own Coſt, to do him 
Honour ; and if there hapned to be a War, they were 


oblig d to ſerve at their own Expence, which was ſtill 


more chargeable than being at Court, being proud of 


carrying more Men, and fignalizing themſelves beyond 
what they were bound to in Duty. The Peaſants 
were an infinite Multitude, Tillage being the main 
profitable Employment there, and thoſe were to ſerve 
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with their Perſons and Goods, which was the Diffe- 
rence between tlie Nobles and the Commonalty, that 
were lyable to Taxes. There were two Sorts of thoſe 
Commons, the one being Farmers, who farm'd Lands 
of others, paying Rent for them, and moſt of what 
remain'd went to the King. Another Sort till'd and 
manag d their own Lands, and theſe paid one Buſhel 


in three of all their Crops, and one in three of all what- 


ſoever they bred. The Product of their Lands was 
Indian Wheat, Kidney-Beans, and other Grain. The 
Creatures they bred were their Sort of Dogs, Hens, 
Fowl for their fine Feathers, and Rabbits. There 
were alſo Handicrafts that wrought in Gold, Silver, 
and Stones, and among them ſome very curious Work- 
men. The Tools they had were all of Stone, a 
Thing much admir'd by the Spaniards. Others dealt 
in Salt, Honey, Cloth, Feathers, Cotton, Cacao, 
Camatli and Beans, and in all Sorts of Fruit, and Gar- 
den Stuff, which were the chief Support of the Far- 
mers, who pay'd their Rents yearly, or monthly, 


and that being very much, they were call'd Slaves, be- 


cauſe they paid twice over, and whenſoever they hap- 


ned to eat any Eggs, they thought the King ſhow'd 


them much Favour, for they were under ſuch Oppreſ- 


ſion, that what they were to eat was appointed, and 


the reſt was for the King. For this reaſon they were 
very poorly clad, and all they had was one Pot to boil 
Herbs, one or two Stones to grind their Corn, and 
one Mat to lye on. Nor were theſe Farmers free with 
paying theſe Duties, but to ſerve in Perſon, whenſo- 
ever their Sovereign requir'd it, either in War, or Hunt- 
ing. In ſhort, ſo abſolute was the Dominion of the 
Kings of Mexico over theſe People, that they ſpoke 
not a Word, tho' their Sons or Daughters were taken 
away upon any Account, and therefore ſome faid, that 
every Peaſant who had three Children gave * of 
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them to be farichc'd, the which beſides it's being fo 
horrid a Cruelty, would have obſtructed the Country's 
being ſo populous, and therefore is falſe, as was after- 
wards known ; for the great Men did not eat human 
Fleſh, unleſs it had been facrific'd, and that was of 
Captives taken in War, and it was a Wonder for them 
to ſacrifice any Man they knew to be well born. They 
were bloody Butchers, and every Year killd many 
Men, and Women, and ſome Children, tho' not ſo 
many as has been reported, and thoſe were the Chil- 
dren of Slaves, and Perſons condemn'd either to per- 
petual Puniſhment, or Servitude. Thoſe who could 


not do it in Canoes, brought all their Rents and Taxes | 


on their Backs to Mexico, at leaſt all that was requi- 
ſite for the Maintenance of Motexuma s Houſhold, the 
Remainder was expended on Soldiers, or barter'd for 
Gold, Silver, Stones, Jewels, and ſuch like things as 


Monarchs are wont to value and lay up in their Ward- 


robes and Treaſures. Such was the Oppreſſion A- 


texuma s Subjects liv'd under, and he ſaid it was abſo- 
lutely neceſſary for keeping them in Subjection, quiet 


and peaceable, by reaſon of their perverſe Inclinations. 
Now they are ſubject to the Crown of Spain, the poor, 
and meaneſt Sort of them enjoy as much Liberty, and 
are as well treated, as the greateſt were then; for the 


Taxes they pay are ſo inconſiderable, and they get ſo 


much by the Improvements with the Spaniardi, that 
they wear good Cotton Garments, and ſeed plentifully, 
— if they were not naturally ſo mean ſpirited, ſo 
ſloathful, and ſuch Drunkards, they might be very 
rich, and the Country thrive, becauſe they are very 


numerous, and if they would work the Soil is fit 


for it. 
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CHAP. V. 


The Manner of Collecting the King's Reve- 
nue; the Grandeur of Mexico; its Origi- 
nal and Situation; the Markets in it, and 
what was ſold in them. 


2 HE Manner of Collecting the King's Re- 


WH venues was thus. In the City of Mexico 


there were Barns, Granaries, and a particu- 
lar Houſe to lay up the Corn, and a Chief 
Steward, with others under him to receive and deliver 
it out regularly, keeping their Accounts in painted 
Books, with wonderful Exactneſs. Every Town had 
a Magiſtrate, like a Mayor, or Bailiff, who carry'd 


.-a Wand in one Hand, and a Fan in the other, to 


ſhew he was the King's Officer. Thoſe Men were 
very odious to all the People that paid Taxes, by rea- 
ſon of their Inſolence, and Rigidneſs in demanding 
them, giving ill Language, and ſometimes ſtriking 
thoſe that were to pay. They were wont to be re- 
vengeful where they bore a Grudge, under Colour of 
collecting the Revenues; and gave Account of what 
they receiv'd, and what People they had upon their 
Roles, within their Diſtrict; being all oblig'd to re- 
ſort to the Chief Stewards at Mexico. If ey cheat- 


ed, or could not make good their Accounts, they dy'd 
for it, their Kindred ſuffer d for being related to 
\ Traitors, and therefore they impriſon'd the Tributaries 
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ell they paid ; if they were impoveriſh'd by Sickneſs, 
they forbore them till recover'd, and able — pay, but 


if Slothfulneſs was the Occaſion, then they ſuffer'd 
ſeverely. In ſhort, if they did not. pay at certain 


Terms ſet them, they were taken for Slaves, and either 
ſold to make good the Debt, or facrific'd. The King 
had ſome Provinces that paid ſomething by way of Ac- 
knowledgment, as to their ſovereign Lord; but in 
theſe the Honour was more than the Profit. Thus 
Alotezhma had vaſt Revenues, which maintain'd his 
Houſhold, and defray'd the Charge of his Wars at an 


exceſſive Expence, and yet there was much over to 


add to his Treaſures, Beſides he was at no Expence 
in Building as many Houſes as he would, tho? never fo 
magnificent; becauſe for a long Time before ſeveral 
Towns about Mexico had been appointed to pay no 
Taxes, but only to build, repair, and keep up the 
King's Houſes at their own Expence, giving their own 


- Labour, paying Artificers, and bringing all the Mate- 


rials. The fame Towns, and it was no ſmall Impoſiti- 
on, were oblig d to furniſh the Wood that was burnt 
in all the Fires in the Palace, which were very nume- 


rous, and they are reported to have requir'd five hun- 


dred Loads of Taimemes, which amount to five hundred 
hundred Weight, and in Winter, tho' it were not 
very ſevere, much more. For the King's own Chim- 


neys and Fire-Pans they brought the Barks of Oaks, 


and other Trees, becauſe that was reckon'd better Fuel, 
and to make ſome Difference, that his Fire might not 
be like the reſt; for in this Particular they were great 
Flatterers, or as others ſay, to make more Work for 
thoſe that were to furniſh the Wood. Motexuma had 
an hundred great Cities, Capitals of as many Provinces, 
which all paid him Tribute, Taxes, or Acknowledg- 
ments. He kept Garriſons in many of them, and had 
Treaſurers to take Charge of his Revenues. His Do- 


minions 
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minions extended from the North to the South Sea, and 


above two hundred Leagues up the Country; tho? 
within that Compaſs there were ſome Provinces, and 


large Towns, as Tlaſcala, Mechoacan, Panuco, and Te- 


poantepec, that were his Enemies, and conſequently paid 


him nothing, but he made a great Advantage by Way 


of Trade with them, when he thonght fit, becauſe he 


abounded in all that was proper for that Commerce. 
There were other Lords and Kings near Mexico, as 
thoſe of Tex cuco, and Tacuba, who contributed nothing 
but their Homage and Obedience, They were of his 
own Lineage and Family, and the Kings of Mexico 
marry'd their Daughters to none but them. 


THE great and moſt renown'd City of Mexico 7e. 


nuchritlan was, when the Spaniards came to it, in the 
ſame Place where it ſtill continues, ſeated in the Water, 
fo that there was no coming at it but _ Cauſways, 


or in Boats. It contain d ſixty thouſand Houſes, 
which is more than there is now, tho? the Towns that 


are as it were Suburbs to it are very large, lying about 
the chief Part of the City, and inhabited by Spaniardi, 
as ſhall be declar d hereafter. The two Cities are call'd, 
the one Santiago Tlatelulco, and the other Mexico. The 
King's Houſes were many, and very great, as has been 
ſaid, repreſenting his Grandeur. The Lords and Cour- 
tiers had alſo ſtately Houſes, with Gardens, Baths, and 


other Conveniencies for their Pleaſure. Thoſe of the 


other Inhabitants were ſmall, low, and mean, without 
Doors, or Windows, the King not allowing them to 
be bigger, that they might be the more diſtinguiſh- 


able from the Nobility; at this Time whoſoever is 


beſt able makes the greateſt Show. As ſmall as the 
Houſes were, they commonly contain'd two, four, 
or ſix Families; ſo that there was an infinite Multitude 


of People, for having no Houſhold- Goods, or Furni- 
ture, any Place contain'd many of them. When they 


walk'd 
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walk'd out into the Country, or went to their Sacri- 
fices on Feſtivals, the Throng of People was ſo great, 
that it was hard to conceive where they all lived. This 
City was very like Venice, as to its Situation, and 


twice as big as Milan, but much ſurpaſs'd Venice in the 


Strength of its Structures, Height, and Appearance; 
the main Body of it being all in the Water. There 
were three Sorts of broad and ſpacious Streets; one 
Sort all Water, with Bridges, another all Earth, and a 
third of Earth and Water, there being a Space to 
walk along on Land, and the reſt for Canoes to paſs ; 
ſo that moſt of the Streers had Walks on the Sides, and 
Water in the Middle. The watry Streets were clean 
of themſelves, becauſe they threw no Dirt into them, 
and thoſe of Earth were often ſwept. Almoſt all the 
Houſes had two Doors, the one to the Cauſway, and 
the other to the Water; and tho' all the City ſtood 
in the Water, the Inhabitants drank none of it, be- 
cauſe it was thick, and therefore Water was brought 
long a Cauſway, from a League Diſtance, and a 
Spring call'd Chipultepec, which riſes on a little Hill, at 
the Foot whereof are two ſolid Statues, cut out of 
the Rock, with their Targets and Spears, repreſent- 
ing Motec uma, and his Father, as many reported. The 
Mexicans brought the Water through two large Pipes, 
made of Clay well moulded together, as hard as Stone, 
but it never ran in more than one of them at the 
ume Time, becauſe when one of them was ſoul, 
they turn'd it into the other, ſo that the Water ran 

8 clear as Chry ſtal. All the City drank of this Spring, 
nd it ſupply'd all the Ponds, and Baſons, whereof 
there were great Numbers in the Noblemen's Houſes. 
Many Indians carry'd Water in their Canoes, which 
they ſold to others, that being their Profeſſion, and 
ley paid a Duty to the King for it. | 
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Ts City was divided into only two Parts, one of 
them call'd Tlateculco, and the other Mexico, where Mo- 
tex uma liv'd, ſignifying the flowing Place, and being 
largeſt and the Reſidence of the King, the whole Ci- 
ty took the Name, tho? its proper and antient Denomi- 
tion was Tenuchtitlan, ſignifying the Fruit call'd Tuna 
on a Rock, from Nuchth, the Tree, if it may be fo 


_ call'd, or Thiſtle, for as much as it is prickly, tho' of 


a different Colour, that bears the ſaid Fruit, which in 
the Language of Cuba is call d Tuna, and among the 
Mexican Indians Nuchth, and the Tree Nopali, being al- 
moſt all Leaves, their Colour green, and Thorns or 
Prickles grey. One Leaf grows out of another, and 
being planted they thrive and grow ſo as to become 

rees, and the Leaf does not only produce another at 
the End, but others ſprout from it on the Sides. In 
the Country of the Chichimecas, which is dry and bar- 
ren, it ſerves them for Meat and Drink, for they eat 
the Tunas, and drink the Juice of the Leaves. The 
Fruit is in the Nature of Figs, though not of the Co- 
lour, for the Skin is thin, and within they are full of 


| ſmall Seeds. The Tunas are longith, with Copple | 


Crowns, like Medlars, ſome green, and ſome red, 
others purple, and others yellow. The white are bet- 
ter than any of the reſt, have an agreeable Scent anda 
very pleaſant Taſte, being very cooling for Sum- 
mer. 1 7 
Some fay this great City took its Name from the 
firſt Founder thereof, Tenuch, the ſecond Son of Yeta- 
mixcoath, whoſe Sons and Deſcendants peopled the 
Country of Anauac, which is now, and ever will be 
call'd New-Spain. Others alſo ſay it was call'd Truuch- 
titlan from the Cochinilla, which grows on another 
Kind of Tuna Trees. Nuchtli is the Scarlet Colour 
ſo deep, that the Spaniards call it Crimſon, much v- 
lu'd throughout all the World. Be that as it " 
is 4 w_ this 
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this is certain, that the Place whereon this City was 


firſt ſounded, is call'd Tenuchtitlan, and a Native or In- 


habirant thereof Tenuth, for Mexico was not properly 


_ the City, as has been ſaid, but the one Half of it, 


being divided only into two Parts, tho? the Indians 
forrgerly did, and to this Day do name it Mexico Te- 
nuchtitlan, and ſo it is written in the King's Orders. 
Mexico ſigniſies a flowing Place, or Source, from the 
many Springs of good Water that are about it on the 
Continent, all of them fo excellent, that they ſurpaſs 
that of Chapultepec. Many ſay this City was call d 
Mexico from the firſt Founders, call'd Mexitl, and to 
this Day the Inhabitants of that Part are calbd Mei- 
ca. The Founders of Mexitl took the Name of their 
principal God, or Idol, cald Mexitli, being the ſame 
as Vizitliputhli. Before that Part of the City which is 
calꝰd Mexico was founded, that of Tlatelulco had been 
eſtabliſn'd, and ſo nam d on Account of its being ſeat- 
ed on a high and dry Part of the Lake, ſignifying a 
little Iſland, deriv'd from Tlatelli an Iſland. 5 

Mexico Tenuchtitlan is every Way encompaſs'd with 
freſh Water, tho' thick, and being in the Lake, has 
only three Avenues along the Canſways. One of them 
comes from the Weſt about half a League in Length, 
another from the North a League long. On the Eaſt 
there is no Cauſway, but only Canoes to come at it. 
The other Cauſway is on the South, two Leagues in 
Length, along which Cortes and his Men enter d. It 
is to be obſerv'd, that as the Lake of Mexico ſtands, 
it ſeems to be but one, yet they are two, and of a 
very different Nature, for the Water of one of them 


is brackiſh, bitter, nought, and neither breeds nor will © 


bear any Sort of Fiſh; and the Water of the other is 
freſh, and has Fiſhes, tho' ſmall. The falt ebbs and 
flows more or leſs according as the Wind blows on it. 
The freſh is higher, and ſo runs into the ſalt, and not 
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the reverſe, as ſome have thought, through ſix or ſe- 
ven large Gaps that are in the Cauſway, that divides 
them, over which there are very large wooden Brid- 
ges. The ſalt Lake in ſome Places is five Leagues over, 
and eight or ten in Length, the Compaſs of it being 
above fifteen, The freſh Lake is about the ſame Com- 
paſs. Within it, and on the Banks are above fifty 
Towns, ſeveral of them containing five thouſand Hou- 
ſes each, ſome ten thouſand, and Texcuco was as big as 
Mexico. The Water which gathers in the low Grounds 
where the Lake is form'd, comes from the Sides of 
the Mountains, which are in Sight of the City round 
about it, and that Water falling into Land that has 
much Salt-petre becomes ſalt, and not for any other 
Reaſon, as ſome have imagin'd, Abundance of Salt 
is made on the Bank of the Lake, and there is a great 
Trade for it. There are on it above one hundred thouſand. 
Canoes, or ſmall Boats made of one Piece of Timber, 
like a Weaver's Shuttle; the Indians call them Acales, 
which ſignifies Water-Houſes. Moſt of the Spaniards 
going thither from Cuba and Santo Domingo, call'd them 
Canoes, according to the Language of thoſe Iſlands, 
and gave Names to many other Things there, accord- 
ing to the ſame Language. There were near fifty thou- 
ſand of theſe Boats at Adexico, only to furniſh the Ci- 
ty, and fetch and carry People. The Trenches that 
ran through the City, as well as the Water ncar it, are 
always full of thoſe Canoes, which is very agreeable 
to behold, the Trade being extraordinary great. 
TAE Markets in Mexico are as large, and as much 
frequented as any in the World. All Eatables are ſold 
in every little Square, or vacant Place, ſo that neither 
the Saniarde, nor the Indians need go far for what they 
want. Befides theſe ſmall ones, there are three very 
greats which on the appointed Days of the Week are 
relorred to by a vaſt Multitude of Indians to buy m 
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ſell all that can be deſir d. The Indians call the Mar- 
ket Tiangupſtli, and the Spaniards name it Tianguex, not 
rejecting the ancient Name, as they have done in many 
other Things. One Tianguex is in the Town of Tla- 
telulco being a Square enclos d on three Sides with Shops, 
and Porticos, in one of thoſe Fronts is the Gover- 
nour's Houſe, and the Priſon, and the fourth is taken 


up by the Monaſtery of Santiago of the Franciſcans, of 


which more will be faid hereafter. In the midſt of 
this Square or Market, which is one of the largeſt in 
the World, ſtands the Gallows, and a very beautiful 
Fountain made by the Spaniards. The other is in the 
Part of the City call'd Mexico, now known by the 
Name of St. John s Tianguex, being alſo a very large 
Square, ſo that each of them can contain one hundred 


_ thouſand Perſons with their Goods. There us'd to 


be People and Goods in both theſe T ianguez every Day 
in the Week, till afterwards in the Time of the Vice- 
roy Don Antonio de Mendoga, and the Viſitor Tello de 
Sandoval, it was order'd, that the People who came ro 
theſe two Tianguez every Week, ſhould meet on Wea- 
neſdays, and Thurſdays in another very ſpacious Square, 
nearer to the Spaniſh Town, which is call'd the Tian- 
gues of St. Hipolito, becauſe near that Saint's Church, 
who is the Patron of the City, by reaſon it was taken 


on his Day. This Tianguex is reſorted to from all the 


Towns in and about the Lake, ſo that there is ſuch a 
Multitude of People, that it is hard to paſs either a 
foot, or a Horſeback. In ſhort, there are ſo many 
Dealers, that we dare not mention any Number, be- 
cauſe it will ſeem fabulous to thoſe that hear and have 


not ſeen it, nothing being to compare to this Reſort 
of People, ſome coming to buy, and others only to ſee 
what is fold. The Women are moſt numerous, ha- 


ving their Goods on the Ground in Stalls, or Tents, 
and every one of them keeps her Seat, without having 


366 The His TO RV of America. 


it taken up by another. Moſt People coming to this 
Market to buy and ſell by Water, there are ſo many 
| Canoes in the Paſſages or Trenches, that they cover 
all the Water. Every Trade, and fort of Commodi- 
ty has a proper Place aſſign'd ir, which no other may 
take up, and it is very good Government. The moit 
bulky, and weighty "Things, as Stone, Timber, Lime, 
Bricks, and the like, are left in the Canoes, or ſet 
down upon the Brink of the Water, for thoſe who 
have Occaſion to go thither to buy. Fine and Coarfe 
Mats, which they call Petates are brought to Marker, 
the fine are colour d like rich Carpets fit for any No- 
bleman's Chamber. There are ( oals, Wood, A ſhes, 
Earthern-Ware fine and coarſe, and very good Glas, 
of which they make all Sorts of Utenſils from great 
Fars to Salts. There are Deer's-Skins dreſs'd, or un- 
dreſs d, with, or without the Hair, dy'd of ſeveral 
Colours, for Bucklers, Targets, Coats, Shoes, or li- 
ning for wooden Armour; as aifo Skins of other 
Creatures, and of Birds dreſs'd with the Feathers on, 
and ſtuffd with Herbs, large and ſmall, very curious 
'.,0- behold fer their Variety of Colours and Rarity. 
The richeſt Commodity is the Cotton Cloth, finer 
and coarſer, white, black, and of all Colours, and Si- 
zes; ſome made fit for Beds richly wrought, other 
Pieces for Cloaks, or Mantles, others for Hangings, 
Breeches, Shirts, Sheets, Caps, Table-clorhs, Napkins, 
Ge. The rich Quilts for Beds are wove of ſeveral 
Colours, and ſome of them, ſince the coming of the 
Spaniards, mix'd with Gold, and Silk. Some are 
wrought with Coney-Wool, and ſmall Feathers, much 
to be admir'd. There are likewiſe Quilts of Fea- 
thers, or rather of Down, for Winter, ſome white, 
ſome black, and of ſeveral Colours, very ſoft, warm, 
and look well on the Bed of the greateſt Perſon. They 
{ell Coney - Wool ſpun, Skeins of Cotton of all Co- 
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lours; but the moſt remarkable Thing was the Fowl, 
tho' now the Quantity is not ſo great, becauſe it is 
not minded as ſt uſed to be, for there is an infinite 
Number of chem tame, wild, ravenous, of Land and 
Water, and of ſo many Colours as cannot be expreſs d, 
ſome to car, ſome for their gay Feathers, and others 
for Sport. | | 

TRE richeſt Things brought to Market were of 


Gold and Silver, ſome of them caſt, and others wrought 


with Stones to ſuch Perfection that many of them 


have ſurpriz d the ableſt Goldſmiths in Spain, for they 
could never conceive how they had been made, there 


being no Sign of a Hammer, or an Engraver, or any 
other Inſtrument usd by them, the Indians having 
none ſuch. There were Figures, or Repreſentations 
of their Kings and of their Idols ſo perfect, and exact, 
that they exceeded the Spaniſh Paintings. At this Time 
in Mechoacan, they make Images of Saints, Fringes 
for Antependiums, Veſtments, Mitres, the Words of 
Conſecration, and ſuch like Things fo curiouſly, and 
of ſuch Value, that they are worth more than if they 


were of Gold. Such nice Things have been ſent to 5 


the Pope, that no Painting can outdo them. Of 
thoſe Feathers they will make a Beaſt, a Tree, a Bird, 
or any other Thing ſo natural, that it ſeems to exceed 


Art. It ſometimes happens that the Artiſts who em- 


plov themſelves in that Work, are fo abſorpt in what 
they are doing, laying down and taking off little Fea- 


thers leiſurely, that they do not think of eating all 


the Day, obſerving the Sun, the Shade, the Reflection, 
to ſee whether it fits beſt with the Grain or againſt it, 
or athwart, or on the wrong Side. In ſhort, they 
never give over till they have brought their Work to 
Perfection, and they ſucceed by reaſon of their unwea- 
ried Patience, which the Spaniſh Nation wants as bein 


more cholerick. The next Trade in Niceneſs and Re- 
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putation is the Goldſmiths. The Maſters at this 
Trade brought into the Market eight corner'd Plates, 
which had every other eighth Part of Gold, and eve- 
ry other of Silver, not ſolder' d, but caft, and join'd 
together in the Caſting, which is hard to be conceiv'd. 
They produc'd Silver Kettles finely wrought, with the 
Bale caſt at the fame Time, and yet it was looſe ; and 
ſo they would caſt a Fiſh with one Scale of Silver and 
another of Gold, tho' it had never ſo many; they 
would alſo caſt a Parrot with his Tongue looſe, and 
his Head and Wings moving; or a Monkey with all 
its Legs pliable, holding a Spindle in one Paw as if 
it were ſpinning, and an Apple in the other as if eat- 
ing. They enamel, ſet, and cut Emeralds, Turbey and 
Wa Stones, and bore Pearls, but not fo well as is done 
in Europe. They work Chryſtal moſt curiouſly, and 
make great or ſmall Glaſſes, in which they place Figures 
carv'd in Wood, ſo ſmall, that in the Compaſsof a Man's 
Nail they repreſent our Saviour crucify'd, with Sy. 
Jolm and our Bleſſed Lady on the Sides, and Sr. Ma- 
1 Magdalen at the Foot of the Croſs, with other Fi- 
gures on the other Side of the ſame Bit of Wood, fo 
that the Glaſs has two Fronts, which would ſeem im- 
poſſible were it not frequently ſeen. To conclude, 
ſuch an immenſe Variety of Things is ſold there, that 
it would be tedious to mention them all, | 
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r > E ous Stones, ſeveral other ſorts of - Stones 
— that are usd for Looking-ghfles, and 
ny to make Altar Stones. | They alſo make of 
W Razors;-and Lancets, which are taken out from 
the Places where they grow; With ſingular Art, as it 
yere clearing -of a Shell from any Thing, and = 
come out with two Edges exactly equal, as ſharp 
ours. There is an infinite Variety be all ſorts of Shells 
great and ſmall, / Bones, Pebbles, Sponges, ridiculous' 
Trifles, Toys for Children, Herbs, Roots, Leaves, 
Seeds, both for Bating and Phyſick, of more kinds 
than can be rehears'd, and a Man muſt be a very able 
Botaniſt to know them, though whilſt they continu d- 
n their Idolatry Men, Women, and Children knew 
bundance of Herbs, becauſe being them extreamiyy 
yor, Which they are not now, they look'd out for 
them to eat, and cure their Diſtempers, for they ſpend 
tle upon Phyſicians, though they have them, and 
thoſe perform their Cures with Simples, of which 
Vor. =” B b b they 
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they know wonderful Secrets, and have made very no- 


table Cures on ſome Spaniards, They expos'd to Sale 
in the Market, Ointments, Purges, Waters, and other 
Things for the Sick, curing moſt Diſtempers with 
Herbs, and have a particular ſort for killing of Lice. 
The Things they {ell to eat are endleſs, for they ſcarce 
ſpare any Thing that has Life, as Snakes without Head 
or Tail; little Dogs that do not bark; Moles, Dor- 
mice, Mice, Worms, large Piſmires toaſted, which 
are very delicious to them. At a certain Time of 
the Vear, they skim off a certain very ſmall Thing 
that grows on the Water of the Lakes of Mexico, and 
clings together, being neither Herb, nor Earth, but 
as it were Mud, and they gather much of it, which 
they lay on Floors, like making of Salt, where it dries 
and conſolidates, and they work it up into Cakes like 
Bricks, ſelling them not only in the Market, but in 
other Places, carrying them above one hundred Leagues 
up the Country. This they eat as we do Cheeſe in 
Jobs and it has a ſaltiſn Taſte, and with à Thing 

hey call Chilmoli, is agreeable. They ſay ſuch Num- 


bers of Fowl reſort to this Food, that they often in | 


Winter cover ſeveral Parts of the Lakes. 

TR x brought a Multitude, both of living and 
dead Creatures to ſell, which they either run down, 
or took alive in Snares, or kill d them with their Bows 
and Arrows, among them were whole Stags, very large, 


or cut into Quarters, Bucks, Hares, Rabbits, Tucas 


which are ſmaller, Dogs, and other little Creatures 
that yelp like them, Cuxatlis, and others, they kill d 
and breed. There are many Shops of large and ſmall 
Pats, full of Atoel, or ſoak'd Bisket, or Bruice, made 
of Indian Wheat, and other Things; it is wonderful 
what a Quantity of this is ſold, not only in the Mar- 
kets, but at the Corners of Streets, and it is amazing 
how ſuch an immenſe Quantity of Proviſions is ſpent, 
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as Fiſh and Fleſh roaſted and boil'd, Bread, Paſties, 
Cakes, Eggs of very many ſeveral Birds, Corn, Bisker, 
Beans, Lupins, and other forts of Pulſe, Fruit as well 
that which is natural to the Country, as what has been 
carry'd from Spain. The chief Thing that ſerves for 
Meat, Drink, and Money,' 1s a ſort of Berry, which 
they call Cacahvatl, and the Spaniards, Cacao, and fo 
in the Iſtands of Cuba and Hiſpaniola. Nor is it leſs 
wonderful to behold the great Quantity and Variety 
of Colours that is fold, which they make of Roſe 
Leaves, Fruit, Flowers, Roots, Barks of Trees, Stones, 
Wood, and other Things. There is Bees Honey, 
and ſome made of Maguey, and other Trees, but the 
Maguey affords Wine, Vinegar, Sugar, and Muſtard, 
as has been faid. There is Oyl made of Chianques, 
a ſort of Seed like Muſtard, very beneficial to preſerve 
the Skin againſt Water, and keeps Paintings freſh a ve- 
ry long, Time. It is alſo eaten, but moſt generally 
they uſe Butter, or Lard. They make Oyl of other 
Things, and the ſeveral ſorts of Liquors to drink can 
ſcarce be reckoned up. There are in the Market, 
| Stove-makers, Barbers, Cutlers, Armourers, Pedlars 
that ſell Combs, Looking-glaſſes, and other Things, 
Porters, and other ſorts that ſome rhought had not 
been among thoſe People. In ſhort, it would be end- 
= to pretend to mention every Thing that is fold 
there. 5 5 

AL L that brought any Thing to Market, paid a 
Duty, by way of Toll to the Sovereign, that he 
might protect them againſt Thieves, and there were 
certain Officers walking about the Market, as a Sa- 
niard does now with a Wand. In a Houſe near the 
Market, were twelve antient Men, who held a Court, 
to decide Controverſies among the Traders. The 
manner of buying and ſelling was by bartering, or ex- 
changing one Thing for another, which was us d 
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throughout all the Country. There was a ſet Mes- 
ſure for every Thing, even to Graſs, which was as 
much as could be bound together with a Cord a Fa- 
thom long, fold for a Tomin. Whoſoever defrauded 
in Meaſure, was ſeverely puniſh'd, alledging that he 
Was an Enemy to all Men, and a common Thief; and 
falſe Meaſures were broken, as is practis d among us. 
To conclude every Thing was ſo well regulated, that 
the Multitude of People occaſion'd no Diſturbance. 
THERE is ſcarce any Nation in the World but 
vhat has ſome Religion, either true or falſe, and ho- 
nours one, or more Gods; and it appears by antient 
Hiſtory, that the more brave, polite, and ciyilizd 
any People was, as the Greeks, or the Romans, the 
more intent they were upon the Divine Worſhip, tho 
in a wrong Way, never undertaking any Enterprize 
without conſulting their Oracles, which ought to make 
us bluſh, who worſhip the only true God, and are fo 
negligent in that Particular. Ihe Indians of this ne. 
World were moſt barbarous in their Worſhip, ſhed 
ding Human Blood without Meaſure in their Sacrifices 
ar the Inſtigation of the Devil, of which ſomething 
ſhall be ſaid in this Place, reſerving farther Particulars 
for another, to avoid interrupting the Courſe of the 
Hiſtory. The Temple was call'd Teucalli, which fig 
nifies, Houſe of God, compos d of the Words Teutl 
which is God, and Calli, a Houſe, a very proper Ex 
preſſion, had it been the true God. The Spaniard 
pas Strangers to the Language, calbd the Temple 
ves, and Fitziliputxli, Villalobos, being the greatel 
Temple, There were many Temples in Mexico, an 
| Na e to the many Pariſhes, or Wards. They ha 
all Towers, and Stairs to go up to them. At th 
top there were Chapels and Altars, where the Ido 
and Images of their Gods ſtood. The Chapels we 
the Burial Places for the Lords they belong d to, fc 
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all others were bury'd in the Earth about the Tem- 
ples, and their Yards. They were almoſt all built 
after one and the fame Manner, the greateſt Diffe- 
rence between them being greater, or ſmaller, higher 
or lower, better or worſe Jord and moſt reſorted 
to; ſo that the Deſcription of the chief Temple will 
give a true Idea of the reſt, being ſo very different 
in their make from thoſe of other Nations, that the 
like of them is not known to have ever been ſeen. 
The Bottom of this Temple was ſquare, about a 
Musket Shot from one Angle to another, the Enclo- 
ſure was of Stone, above the Height of a tall Man, 
with four very ſpacious Gates, anſwering to the four 
principal Streets, which were terraſsd, coming from 
the three Cauſways before ſpoken of , and another 
Part of the City that has no Cauſway, but a broad 
Street. In the midſt of this vaſt Space, which was 
extraordinary level, and ſolid, riſing three or four Steps 
from the Ground, was a fort of Foundation of Earth, 
Stone and Lime well ramm'd together, ſquare like the 
Court, extending above thirty Yards from one Cor- 
ner to another, at its riſing above the Ground, where 
the Bulk began to appear. It had large Tables, after 

the manner of the Pyramids of Egypt, and the higher 
the Work did riſe, the narrower the Body became, 
and the Tables were leſs. It did not run up to a 
Point, but there was a Plain, or Flat at the Top, a- 
bout twelve or fifteen Yards ſquare. On the Welt 
Side it had not Tables, bur Steps ro go up to the 
Top, each of them full a Span high. The whole 
Number of them was one hundred and thirteen, or 
one hundred and fourteen; though ſome ſay above 
one hundred and thirty, and they were of a fine ſort 
of Stone, curiouſly wrought; fo that they look d ve- 
ry well either cloſe by, or at a diſtance. It was worth 
obſcrving to lee the Prieſts go up and down _ in 
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their Feſtival Habit, upon ſome Ceremony, or carr y- 
- ga Man to be ſacrific d. At the Top of the Tem- 
ple were two large Altars, at a Diſtance from one a- 


nother, and ſo cloſe to the Edge of the Wall, that 


there was no more Room than for a Man to paſs ea- 


fily behind. One of theſe Altars was on the Right 
Hand, and the other on the Left, each of them five 


Spans high. They had diſtin&t Stone Walls, with 


ugly and monſtrous Things painted on them, and a 
Chapel made of Timber, hke Maſon's Work. Each 
Chapel had three Stories, one above another, all very 
high, vaulted, which made the Structure riſe high a- 
bove the Pyramid, concluding in a very great Tower, 


extraordinary beautiful, and agreeable to behold at 3 
Diſtance. From thence there was a full Proſpect of the 


whole City, and the Lake, with all irs Towns, which 
was one of the fineſt Sights in the World. Motexu- 
ma to pleaſe Cortes, and his Followers, conducted them 
up to this Place, attended by his prime Men, as far 


as the Altars, where was a pretty ſpacious Place, in 


which the Prieſts had conveniency to reſt themſelves, 
and celebrate their Offices. Cortes being at the Top, 
looking every Way to behold the fineſt Proſpect fe 
had ever ſeen, thought he could never ſufficiently view 
It, and bleſſing God, ſaid to his Men, “ What do 
ce you think of it, Gentlemen, how good has God 
& been to us, who after having given us ſo many Vis 
« tories in the greateſt Dangers, has brought us to 
&« this Place, from whence we have a Sight of the 
& ſeven Cities in the Lake, and ſo many other great 


« Towns. My Heart really gives me that mighty | 


Kingdoms and Provinces will be conquer d from 
<« this Place; for this is the Metropolis where the De- 
ce vil has chiefly eſtabliſh'd his Reſidence, and when 
te once this City is ſubdu'd, it will be eaſy to con- 
be quer the reſt.” When he had ſpoken theſe "_— 


Ser” 
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he turn'd to Motex uma, and ſaid, « It was but rea- 


9111141 


.: 5 & 4 ' | 


There were other "Temples in the City that had t 
Stairs or Steps to go up to them on three Sides, and 
others that had ſome ſtill ſmaller at each Angle. They 
all cf them had peculiar Houſes, with the Neceſſaries, 
5 | | particular 
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particular Prieſts, and their proper Gods. At each of 
the four Gates of the chief Temple, there was a large 
Hall, with good Rooms about it, above and below, 


which were ſull of Arms, for they were Publick Hou- 


ſes, becauſe the Temples, beſides their being Houſes 
of Prayer, were alſo Fortreſſes for their Defence in Time 
of War, and therefore they ſerv'd'as a Magazines. 


THERE were three other great Halls together, their 


Walls of Stone, Painted, the Roof of Timber, and 
Imagery, with many Chapels, or Chambers, that had 
very ſmall Doors, and were dark within, where was 
nan infinite Number of Idols great and ſmall, made of 

feveral Metals, and Materials. They were all dipp'd 

in Blood, and Black, by reaſon of XY being daub'd 
and ſprinkled with it, when any Man was facrific'd; 
the very Walls were cruſted with Blood two Fin- 
gers thick, and the Floor a Span deep. They ſtunk 
abominably, and yet the Prieſts being us'd to it, went 
in every Day, as unconcern'd as if they had gone in- 
to a very fragrant Room. None beſides them were 
to go in, unleſs they were Perſons of great Note, 

and to offer a Man to be facrific'd. * Thoſe Mi- 
niſters waired for People to make that Offering to 
waſh their Hands in the Blood of ſuch as were ſo 
offer d. This they did with as much Satisfaction, 


and Earneſtneſs, as if they had nor kil'd Men like 


themſelves, or thoſe of whom they had not long 
before receiv d Favours, ſo powerful was the Devil to 
deceive them. They ſprinkled thoſe Rooms with the 
Blood, us'd ſome in their Kitchens, and gave it the 
Poultry to eat. There was a Pond of Water brought 
from Chapultepec, where they waſh'd themſelves clean. 
All the reſt of the Encloſure within the Walls of the 

emple that lay open, was divided into Yards to 
breed Poultry, and Gardens of ſweet Herbs, and Trees, 
Roſes and Flowers for the Altars. Five thouſand oy” 
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ſons reſided there to ſerve the chief Temple, who all 
lay within, and were maintain d by it, being extraor- 
dinary rich, for it had ſeveral Towns allotted for its 
Expences and Repairs, all which ſow'd much Grain. 
for the Maintenance of thoſe that ſerv'd the Temple, 
whom they were oblig'd to ſurniſh with Bread, Fruit, 
Fleſh, Fiſh, more Wood than was allow'd, for the 
King's Palace, for Religion, tho” falſe, had always the 
Preference, and yet thoſe Towns, being dedicated to 
the Service of the Gods, had more Liberty, and liv'd 
eaſier than others. Such was the Temple, and ſuch its 
Grandeur. 70 15 | 3 
ThE Mexicant were ſo blind, and had ſo little of 
the Light of Nature, that not refleQting like Men of 
Judgment, that all Things created were the Effect of 
ſome immenſe and infinite Cauſe, which is the on]: 
Principle, and the true God, they, through the Delu- 
ſions of the Devil, who ever aſpir'd to have the ſu- 


preme Adoration paid him, and by reaſon of their 


horrid Sins, fell into ſuch enormous Stupidity and 
Ignorance, that within the City of Mexico alone, ac- 
cording. to the moſt receiv'd Opinion, they ador'd 
two thouſand Gods, the chiefeſt of whom were YVizi- 
lpuxtli and Tercatlipucatl, Who as the principal, ſtood 
on the two Altars at the Top of the great Temple. 
They were made of Stone, well proportion'd, tho? of 
deform'd and frightful Faces, as big as large Giants, co- 
ver d all over with Mother of Pearl, ſet about with 
many Pearls, and Pieces of Gold, Birds, Serpents, 
Beaſts, Fiſhes, Roſes, and Flowers, made of Turtey 
Stones, Emeralds, Chalcedonies, Amethiſts, and other 


nich Jewels, very curiouſly put together, like Moſaick : 
Work, faſtned on with that Sort of Bitumen which 
they call Tzacozli, the Mother of Pearl appearing be- 


tween, extraordinary reſplendent. Each of theſe Idols 


had a thick God Chain made like a Snake about his 
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Body, and about the Neck a thick Collar of Gold, 
reaching down to the Shoulders, and ren Gold Hearts 
of Men hanging to it. They had alſo very deformed 
Vizor Masks, with glittering Eyes like Looking-Glaf- 
ſes, which ſhin'd both Day and Night, and were the 
more frightſul in the Dark; and on the Pole a dead 
Man's Face, which was no leſs hideous. All theſe 
Things had their literal and moral Signification, among 
the Prieſts, and thoſe that were learned in their Religi- 
on. Thoſe Idols, as the People ſaid, were Brothers, 
tho” differing in their Offices, and Invocation, for 


Trexcatlipucatl was the God of Providence, and Y irzili- 


puætli was the God of War, and he was more honour'd 
and eſteem'd than all the teſt. There was another Idol 
larger of Stature than thoſe two, plac'd over the Cha- 
8 . they were. This Chapel was the largeſt, the 
beſt, and the richeſt, of all that were within the Do- 
minions of Moteg uma, and the Reaſon of it was, be- 
cauſe all the Wealth of the Country flow d into Mexi- 
co, and all paid their Devotion to thoſe Idols. This 
great Idol was made up of all the Sorts of Seeds or 


— Grain the Country affords, that are eaten or made Uſe 


of, pounded, and moulded together with the Blood o 
innocent Children, Matrons, and Virgins facrific'd 


and their Breaſts ripp'd open to offer up their Hearts to 


the Idol, which tho' ſo large, was very light, as if it 
had been made of the Pith of Reeds. As ſoon 
dry d up, the Prieſts conſecrated it, with extraordin: 
ry Pomp and Ceremonies, and a prodigious Expence 
for all the City and Country reſorted ro the Confecr: 
tion, with much Joy, and incredible Devotion. J 
' moſt Religious Perſons when it was bleſsd, went i 
a very reſpectful Manner to touch it with their Hanc 
and ſtruck into that Maſs the moſt valuable. Stones the 
had, Ingots of Gold, and other valuable Ornamen 
When this was done, and the Idol plac' d in his C 
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pel, with wonderful Pomp, and Noiſe of Muſick, 
no lay Perſon might afterwards go into the Place where 
it was, much leſs touch it, nor even any Religious 
Perſon, unleſs he were a Prieſt, who in their Language 
was call d Tiamacaztli. This Idol was black, and they 
renew'd him from Time to Time, breaking the old 
one into Bits, which werediſtributed as Relicks among 
the prime People, and particularly the Soldiery, who 
wore it about them to defend their Perſons. - Together 
with this Idol they bleſsd a Veſſel of Water, with 
extraordinary Ceremonies and Expreſſions, which they 
kept very religiouſly, at the Foot of the Altar, againſt 
the King was to be crown'd, for he was conſecrated 
with it; as was the General of their Forces, when cho- 
2 for any great War, giving him ſome of it to 
rink. 
| Trey from Time to Time made another Idol af- 
ter the Manner of the laſt mention'd, the which being 
broke into ſmall Bits, was given by Way of Com- 
munion to Men and Women to eat, who to prepare for 
that Feſtival, bath'd, and waſh'd- their Faces and 
Hands, drefs'd their Heads, and ſcarce ſlept all the 
Night. They pray'd, and as ſoon as it was Day, were 
all in the Temple to receive that Communion, with 
ſuch ſingular Silence and Devotion, that tho? there was 
A infinite Multitude, there ſeem'd to be nobody. If 
any of the Idol was left, the Prieſts were to eat it. 
Motexuma went to this Ceremony attended by Abun- 
dance of Quality, and richly dreſs'd. After the So- 
lemnity, in Honour of it, he made great Entertain- 
ments, with Diverſions, and Rejoycings. The other 
Gods, tho' ſo numerous, were each of them appoint- 
ed to fome particular End, and as there are ſo many 
Diſtempers, every one of them had its particular Deity; 
and in like Manner for all other Occaſions, eſpecially 
for the Indian Wheat, for when the Reeds were ſmall , 
Ccc2 they 
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they ſacrific d new-born Babes, and others bigger as 
it grew up, till it was eai'd and ripe, and then they ſa- 
crific d Men. Theſe Sacrifices were offer'd to the 
Gods of the Grain, that they might protect it. 
Tux Mexicans being fo very exact in all Religious 
Obſervances beyond all others in that new World, ei- 
ther to ſhew the Multitude of Sacrifices they offer'd to 
their Gods, or to keep in their Minds the Remem- 
brance of Death, to which all Men are ſubject, they 
had a Charnel of the Skulls of Men taken in War, 
and facrific'd, which was without the Temple, and op- 
poſite to the great Gate, above a Stone's Throw from 
it, in Shape like a Theatre, longer than it was broad, 
ſtrong, and built with Lime and Stone, with Steps, on 
which the Heads were ſet between the Stones, the Teeth 
 putwards. At the Head and Foot of the Theatre were 
4wo Towers, made only of Lime and Skulls, and ha- 
ving no Stone or other Material, at leaſt not to be ſeen, [ 
they were very ſtrange to behold, being dreadful, and 3 
at the fame Time a good Memorial, Death appear- þ 
ing which Way ſoever a Man turn'd his Eyes. At 
the Top of the Theatre, which much adorn'd the 
Charnel, there were ſixty or more long Poles, about 
four or five Spans aſunder, to which vere fix d frem 
the Top to the Bottom, as many Sticks as the Height 
could contain, in the Form of S. Apdrew's Croſſes, 
With Heads, or Skulls plac d between all thoſe Intervals, 
and made faſt at the Temples. The Number was ſo 
great, that Gomara, who had it from Andrew de Tapia, 
and Gonzalo de Umbria, two Perſons that took the 
- Pains to count them, tell us, they amounted to above | 
one hundred and thirty thouſand Skulls, beſides 
. thoſe that were in the Towers, which they could not 
counts and-the ſaid Gomara condemns this Practice, in 
. Jepard that they, were the Heads of Men facri- 
| fic'd, as being the Effect of fo cruel a Cauſe, as . 
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the killing ſo many innocent Perſons; and he is in the — 
br, for had — been the Heads of Men that had 1 
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dy'd a natural Death, it was commendable to expoſe them Wl. 
5 publick View, to put the living in mind of their End. 0 
They were fo careful to keep them continually rang'd 1 


in their proper Order, that there were Perſons appoint- 
ed to ſet up others, whenſoever any happen'd to drop 
out, which according to their Superſtition they look 
upon as a Religious Affair. | 
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Cortes goes to ſee the Market and the greg 
Temple of Mexico; receives eAdvice 4 
the Death of John de Eſcalante ; ſecure 
Motezuma; and what hapned afterwardW 


Oz O return to our Hiſtory, Corres ſpent ſo 
Vo Days in taking an exact View of the Sit 
6 ation and Strength of the City, conſideri 
(36:4 ſeriouſly, on the one hand the Danger 18 
had run himſelf into, and on the other the Difficulti i 0 
that occur'd in extricating himſelf, for he now _ E 
rea 
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| dreadful Advices, and tho' heendeavour'd to have them 
diſregarded, for the Encouragement of thoſe by whom 
they were brought, they were for the jmoſt Part true. 
He was told, that all the Nobility had/unuſual Confe- 
rences with Motexuma, and that there was a Talk of 
killing all the Spaniards, which the Devil prefs'd them 
to do, it being look'd upon as certain, that Motec uma 
ſeveral Times ask'd his Advice, and was anſwer d. it 
was then a proper Opportunity to ſacrifice thoſe few 

Men, and honour the Gods with their Blood. More- 
uma was not altogether averſe to this Deſign, but his 
natural Inclination to Mercy, and the Dread of the 
Spaniards, check d him; for beſides the Victories ob- 
tain d over the Tlaſcallaus, the Execution at Chulula 
had gain'd Cortes much Reputation, and ſtruck a great 

Terror into all the Natives. Theſe Thoughts lying 
heavy upon Cortes, he dealt with that King's Miniſters 
very craftily, always behaving himſelf very lovingly 
towards them, and endeavouring that all his Men ſhould 
do fo, and give no Occaſion of Diiguſt. He ask d 
Leave to ſee the City, and the Market, and went ve- 
ry well attended. Next he viſited the Temple of their 
chief God, Vitzilipuxtli, where the King was, and ha- 


| ving paid him the due Reſpect, pray d that he would 
| ſhow him his Gods, and how they were worſhipp'd. 
| This was propos'ꝰd to the Prieſts, and nothing occur- 
ring to obſtruct it, they ſhow'd him all that was in 
| that great Temple. Cortes told him, he wonder'd 
that ſo great a Prince was nor ſenſible of the Folly of 
| worſhipping thoſe Idols, and that if he would give him 
Leave to erect a Croſs, and to fer up the Image of the 
Mother of God, he did not queſtion but that he 
would ſoon be ſenſible of his Error; and then turn- 
ing to Peter de Alvarado, he bid him fear nothing, 
| for that Fortune always favour'd thoſe who undertook 
great Enterprizes with much Courage. ann an- 

wer d, 
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fwer'd, that had he thought he would have offer'd 
ſuch an Affront to his ( he ſhould not have been 
permitted to come into the Temple; and the Prieſts 


ſhow'd they were diſguſted at it. He added, he would - 
then ſtay in the Temple, and that Corres might go away 


to his own Quarters. Cortes then ſpoke to the King's 
Stewards, to give him Leave to dreſs up a Chapel, 
where Maſs might be decently celebrated, for till then 
that was perform'd on ſome Tables, which were re- 
mov d as ſoon as the Service was over, and his Intenti- 
on was, that beſides having a fix d Place, where the 
Spaniards ought at all Times to ſay their Prayers, the 


. indians might fee how the Divine Worſhip and Religi- 


ous Affairs were manag d. The Stewards: durſt not 
grant it, wh Cortes ſent his. Interpreters, Axui- 
dar, Marina, and Ortrguilla His Page, who began to 
learn that age, to ask that. Licence of Motexu- 
wa; which he granted, and appointed Indians to carry 


on that Work, and find all Materials, ſo that two Spa- 


#iardschat were $kilful directing them, the Chapel was 


. finiſh'dby thoſe Indians in two Days. The Altar was 


erected, and all Things provided, the beſt their Cir- 
cumſtances would afford, and a wooden Croſs was 
rear'd in the Court, before the Door, that the Indians 
might all ſee what Honour the Chriſtians paid to it. 
Maſs was ſaid, and ſometimes ſung, F. Johm Diaz offi- 
ciating, with ſome others that knew how to do it, 
which was perform'd every Day till there was no more 


Wine; Corres being extraordinary careful that his Sol- 


diers ſnould live regularly, and ſhow themſelves good 
Chriſtians, continually inculcating to them of what great 
Conſequence their Example was, they being the firſt 


that were to ſet it to thoſe Idolaters, in order to their 


embracing the Catholick Faith, which ought to be 
the principal End they aim'd at; and that they ought 
to obſerve ſtrict Diſcipline, being ready upon all Occa- 


ſons, 
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ſions, acting honourably, and obeying all Commands, 
aſſuring them, if they did ſo, that no Diſaſter could 
befal them, whereas if they behav'd themſelves other- 
wiſe, he could not deny their being in Dan- 
ts}. oh 
p Ar this Time two Men came privately from Tiaſ= 
cala, who brought Letters from Villa Rica, with Ad- 
vice, that John de Eſcalante, whom he had left there 
for his Lieutenant, Alcalde, and Chief Alguazil, had 
been kill'd with ſix of his Men, in a Battle he had 
with the Mexican Forces, in which many of the Toro 
naque Indians they took with them had alſo periſh'd, 
and that all the Towns on the Mountains of Sempo- 
ala were revolted, and would not ſend in any Proviſi- 
ons; that the Totonaques in like Manner began to fall 
off. The Affair of Jo de Eſcalante was after this 
Manner. The Toromaues having forborn paying their 
Tribute to Moteæuma, ſince their Entering into Confe. 
deracy with Cortes, Moteumas Commanders, and par- 
ticularly thoſe on the Borders of Panuco, demanded it; 
| and tho' they anſwer d that Cortes had forbid them pay- 
| ing it, with Aſſurance that it was the King's Pleaſure ; 
; the others reply*ds that they had lately receiv d Orders 
; rom otezrmmay: and if they did not pay it, they 
. would come and deſtroy them. They had Recourſe 
— to John de Eſcalante, who ſent Meſſengers to deſire 

the Mexican Commanders not to inſult thoſe, People, 


re ſince they were all Friends. They anſwer'd, it was 
1- WE not in their Power to forbear. Eſcalante ſent again, to 
xd antreat them to deſiſt, becauſe. it was the Will of Mo- 
at ecuma, docluring that in caſe they did not, he would 


defend them. They nothing regarding this ſecond 
Meſſage, reply'd, be ſhould ,find/ them in the Field, 
and might dò as he thought fit. Eſcalante march'd 
out with forty; Spaniards, who had three Croſs:Bows, 
wo Muskets; two ſmall Field Pieces, and about two 
ns, Yor. II. c . hound 
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thouſand Confederate Indians. He found the Mexi- 
cans, being double his Number, in the Field; they 
engag d, and the Totonaques fled at the firſt Onſet, lea- 
ving ſome dead. The Spaniards being forſaken by 
their Allies, ſtood their Ground, and routed the Mexi- 
cans, who having never felt them before, could not 
Rand the Edges of the Spaniſh Swords. They purſu'd 
them as far as the Town that was afterwards call'd A.. 
meria, and burnt it. John de Eſcalante was much 
wounded in this Fight, and his Horſe kill'd, and fix 
of the Men were dangerouſly hurt. Eſcalante dy'd 


of his Wounds as foon'as he came to Villa Rica. The 


Indians carry'd off one Soldier alive, whoſe Name was 
Arguello, a Native of Leon, a Mam of fa great Head, a 
black cur'd Beard, very luſty and ſtrong, who being 
ſent to Motexuma, for this hapned before Cortes en- 
ter'd Mexico, he dy d by the Way of his Wounds, 
and becauſe he ſtunk they carry*d the Head, which 
being of a luſty Man, put him into a Conſternation. 
He would not have it offer'd at any of the Temples 
in Mexico, but in ſome one without; and ſaid, be 
wonder'd how it came to paſs that his Men being fo 
numerous did not vanquiſh that ſmall Number, and 
that he was convinc'd thoſe Men were not immortal, 
tho' they appear'd to be very brave. The Conſterna- 
tion he was put into by the Sight of Arguellos Head, 
ſome ſay, proceeded from the Predictions he had, that 
ſuch Men ſhould conquer his Monarchy, and change 
the Religion. 125 

Cortes hearing what had hapned, becauſe it was re- 
quiſite to have an able Man in the Town of Villa Rica, 
ſent thither Alonſo de Grado, a Perſon of good Abilities, 
but not much a Soldier, to be Alcalde, and his Lieute- 
nant, and conferr'd on Gonzalo de Sandoval the Poſt of 
Chief Alguazil, yer fo that he might ſtill ſtay at Meæi- 
co. He charg'd Grado to take care of the rr 
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and | reſpe& them, and not ſuffer any Wrong to be 
done to the confederate Indians, or any Thing to be ta- 
ken from them by Force, and to be very diligent in 
finiſhing the Work of the Fort. When Alonſo de Gra- 
do came to Villa Rica, he behav'd himſelf very loftily 


with the Soldiers, demanding Preſents of the neigh- 


bouring Towns, and little regarded the finiſhing of 
the Fort. It being likewiſe known, thar he diſcover'd 
an Inclination for Fames Velaſquex, and had propos'd it 
to ſame of his Friends to receive him if he ſhould 
come, Cortes order d Gonzalo de Sandoval to ſend him 
Prifoner ro Mexico, and ſtay himſelf at Villa Rica. 
Alonſo de Grads having been ſome Days confin'd, 
was reſtor d to the Favour of Cortes, who after ha- 
ving ſent away Sandoval, conferr d with} ſome No- 
blemen of Tlaſcala and Chulula, to diſcover the Oc- 
caſion of what had been done by Conatlpopoca, for 
that was the Name of the Mexican General. The 
aſſur d him that he durſt never have preſum'd to 13 
againſt Eſcalante, without poſitive Orders from the 
King. Cortes hereupon conſidering the Danger he was 
in, by conferring other Diſcoveries he had made, and 
that if he departed the City he ſhould ſtill be in more 
Danger of Periſhing, beſides his loſing all the Reputa- 
tion he had gain'd, with an undaunted Courage reſolv'd 
to put all to the Hazard upon ſeizing the King's Perſon, 
a bold and difficult Enterprize with Relation to the 
preſent Poſture of Affairs, and the Power of that 
mighty Prince. Tho” ſome few with whom he im- 
mediately advis'd, laid before him the Difficulty of 
ſucceeding in an Affair of that Nature; others were 
of his Opinion, whereupon he concluded to put it in 
Execution, believing that chey muſt inevitably periſh 
unleſs they had that Hoſtage for their Security. When 
he had fix'd this Reſolution, ſeveral Tlaſcallans caine to 
him, with an Account that the Mexicaus publickly 
__ Dddz ralk'd 
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talk'd of breaking down the Bridges about the Cit 
and had already made many warlike Preparations, ad. 
viſing him to conſider what was to be done before it 
was too late. 4 
Cortes told them, he very well knew what was in 
Agitation, that the Danger was not ſo great as they 
imagin'd, and that they ſhould not fear, ſince God 
was for them. He walk d that Night alone in a great 
Hall, ſtudying upon the Manner of putting his De- 
ſign in Execution, and was there inform'd by Alonſo 


Tanez, a Maſter Bricklayer, or Maſon, that there was 


a Door which had been lately made up, and plai- 
ſter d over. Cortes order d it to be immediately broke 
open, to ſee what was meant by it. He went in that 
Way, with ſome Soldiers, and found ſeveral Rooms 
ſtor'd with rich Feather Works, Jewels, Cotton Gar- 
ments, Idols, and other Things of Value. He caus'd 
the Door to' be ſhut up, without touching any thing, 
for it had all belong'd to A4caxaya, Motex uma 's Father, 
and immediately ſent for all the Commanders, and thoſe 
whom he us d to conſult in his Affairs, and told them, 
6 They knew the Danger they were in, as well by 
cc what had been found out by the Affair of Couatlpo- 
cc poca, Which they had receiv'd from Vera Cruz, as 


« by the Informations the Tlaſcallans gave; for which 


cc Reaſon, unleſs they could propoſe ſome better Ex- 
„ pedient, he had refolv'd to ſeize Adorezuma, bring 
ac bind away to his Quarters, and keep him under a 
« ſtrong Guard; becauſe whilſt Jorezura was in 
cc their Hands, the Me xicans would not dare to attempt 
ec what he had heard was deſign'd by them; and that 
ee in caſe they ſhould, when once their Sovereign was 
& dead, there would be ſo many Diviſions among them 
cc about the Election of a new King, that it was like- 
4 Jy ſome one Party for their own Advantage would 
8 join with them, which would ſtrengthen them 


er againſt 
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« againſt the other; for that there was no Way of de- 
ce parting the City but like Fugitives, that would be 
& every where deſpis d and kill d, before they could 
« come to 7laſcala; and therefore ſince they were eve- 
ce ry Way in Danger, it was beſt to follow ſuch a bold 
« Reſolution as he had pitch'd upon.” He then de- 
fir'd them all to ſpeak their Minds freely. Some would 
have had him come to an Agreement with Motexuma, 
about departing out of Mexico, for ſince he had made 
ſuch advantageous Offers to prevent their Coming into 
the City, he would bid as much to have them gone; 
they looking upon the Deſign of Seizing him as a 
Raſhneſs. Others ſaid, That ſince it was not certain 
that if they propos d to depart the City Mote⁊ uma 


would protect or give them any of his Treaſures, it 


was better to put Cortes's Deſign in Execution, becauſe 
as appear d by the Letter from Villa Rica, he had or- 
der d thoſe Spauiards to be kilbd, and his Intentions were 
evil; beſides, that it was ſcandalous and dangerous ro 
depart the City upon Terms or without them; and 
ſince they were then in, it would be unreaſonable up- 
on uncertain Hopes of the Safety of their Lives, to 
omit doing ſo great a Piece of Service to God and the 
King, as it would be to poſſeſs themſelves of Mexico, 
for if that ſucceeded, it would be an eaſy Matter to 
ſubdue all the reſt of that Empire. The Majority 


thould put his Deſign in Execution; and when he 
had told them how he intended to do it, they all went 
to Reſt. : 

Tux next Day, at the uſual Hour of viſiting the 
King, Cortes went, attended by thirty of his Com- 
manders and Prime Men, leaving all the reſt very ſtill, 
in a Readineſs, divided into ſeveral ſmall Detatchments, 
at the moſt proper Poſts. He order'd thoſe that went 
out with him to go ſlily away to the Palace, by 2 
Fe 5 n and 


gave into this Opinion, and it was reſoly'd that Cortes 
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and two, or three and three, as if they were walking 
about. Motexuma came out to meet Cortes, and con- 
duced him into a Room where his Seat was; the 
thirty Spaniards went in after him, and being well pleas'd 
with his Diſcourſe, he gave him many Gold Jewels, 
and a Daughter of his own, beſides ſome of other great 
Men, his own for him to marry her, and the others 
to wait on her, or to be diſtributed among his Gentle- 
men. He accepted of them for fear of offending him, 
faying he always favour'd him as became ſo great a 
Prince, but that he could not marry that Lady, be- 


cauſe the Chriſtian Religion would not allow of it, both 


on account that ſhe was not baptiz'd, and of his be- 
ing already marry'd, and that he could have but one 
Wife. However Aotezwma would have him to 
take her, that he might have Grandſons by ſo brave a 
Man. ai | | 

Wurd the above-mention'd Diſcourſe was over, 
Cortes told Motezuma, © That Comatlpopoca, his Subject 
cc and General on the Frontiers, and Lord of the City, 
& of Nauhtlan, having ſent for fome Spaniards to that 
4 Place under Colour of Friendſhip, had murderd 
e three of them, and would have deſtroy'd the reſt, 
ce jf God had not deliverd them; and that the Com- 
c mander of Vera Cru calling him to Account for 
* that Treachery, they came to a Battle, and he had 
„ kild eight Spaniards more. That being oblig'd 
c to anſwer for thoſe Men, he had taken Care to en- 
< quire who had been in the Fault, and finding that 
< all the People laid it upon him, (tho' he did not be- 
« lieve it, looking upon him to be the King his Maſ- 
4e ter's good Friend, as he had aſſur d him) he thought 
e jt abſolutely neceſſary (to the End that thoſe who 
<« had been guilty of that Crime, and thoſe who faid 
ce he had order'd it, might be puniſh'd, to deter others 
c from being unjuſt to their Lord) that he ſhould go 
TO « wit 
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* with him to his Quarters, where he ſhould be ſerv'd 
4 as punctually as in his own Palace, or better, for he 
« would be very well pleas'd with the Service the Spa- 
ce ziards ſhould do him, and delighted with their Con- 
« verſation; and that he ſhould be no longer detain'd 
« than till he had fent for the Offenders, and they 
* two were agreed on what was to be done with them. 
« He begg'd him not to be concern'd at it, for he 
« knew The when he was once acquainted with his 
« Men he would be loath to go from them. 
Motex uma having liſtned with much Attention to all 


that Cortes ſaid, 2 to be much aſtoniſn d, ſaid, 


* He knew nothing of what he had told him had ha 

&« ned in that City, the Lord whereof was his Subject, 
& and that perhaps they were the Tlaſcallans that had 
ec told him he was concern'd in that Affair, which he 
« did not wonder at, ſince they were his Enemies, 
ce and would be ghd of his Ruin; but he might be 
cc aſſur'd, that no ſuch Thing had been done by his 
* Command.“ This ſaid, he cal'd two Noblemen 
that were by, and order d them to go away to Nah- 
lan, and command Comatlipopoca, and all that had a 
Hand in the Death of the Spaniards to appear before 
him; giving them a little Stone he took off from his 
Arm to ſhow them, and that in caſe they refus'd to 


obey, rhey fhould make War on them, with the Aſſiſt- 


ance of the neighbouring Lords, till they brought them 
away Priſoners. He then turn'd to Corres, and told 
him, he ſaw he had ſent for the Offenders, and therefore 
defir'd he would let him ſtay there, fince he was nor 
likely to forſake his Houſe, or to fly into the Moun- 
tains, and he would be ſatisfy'd that Corres and his 
Companions ſhould ſtay there. This Point was long 
bandy'd, and the Controverſy laſted till three in the 
Afﬀrernoon, when Corres perſwaded him to go. He er- 
der'd certain Rooms to be fitted up, and a Bier brought 
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to carry him, which was done by the Lords that were 
preſent. Some Tokens of Uneaſineſs appear d by the 
Way, but Motex uma order'd all Perſons to be qui- 
= "I ; x | 

Many Noblemen reſorted to Motexuma's Appart- 
ment, being very melancholy, expreſſing their Sorrow 
for that Innovarion, and offer'd to do. any Service 
that ſhould be enjoyn'd them. Cortes being ſenſible 
of the Boldneſs of his Enterprize, and the Danger he 
was in, to provide for the worſt, order d two Brigan- 
tines to be built, that would carry two hundred Men, 


to come into and go out of the City as there ſhould 


be occaſion. They were ſoon finiſſ d, and he ke 
them under a ſtrong Guard, ncar his Quarters, to the 
no ſmall Amazement of the Indians. Moteæuma fear- 
ing leſt any Harm that might be done to the 
Spariards by his People, would redound upon himſelf, 
ut on a good Face to conceal the Grief that perplex'd 
aim, telling the Men of Quality that ſerv'd and vi- 
ſited him, there was no occaſion to be ſo much con- 
cern d, ſince. he was alive and well, hv'd in that Ap- 
partment at his Eaſe, and no Injury or Affront was 


offer d him; that he had choſen to go thither to con- 
vince the Spaniards that what had been ſaid of him in 


relation to Couatlpopoca was not true, that he deſign d 
to puniſn him, to the end that no other ſhould be 
guilry of the like; that he would ſtay there till Cor- 
res was ſatisfy d, and that ſince he might depart from 
thence whenſoever he ſhould think fit, they ought to 
ſet their Hearts at reſt, and as they had always lov'd: 
him, they ſhould: ſhow it at that Time. As 
ſoon as brought into the Appartment, Cortes ſet a 
Guard over him, and gave the Command of it 
to John Velaſquez; de Leon, and if particular care had 
not been taken, he would have been convey'd a- 


way, for Walls where broke through, and other uy | 
1 | thoe 
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thods try'd; and one Day he attempted to throw 
himſelf off from the flat Roof of a Houſe, that was 
ten Fathoms high, for his People that were underneath 
to catch him, had not a Spaniard that was upon the 
Guard, and near his Perſon, held him. Cortes viſited 
him every Day, and for his Diverſion order'd the Sol- 
diers to exerciſe their Weapons, and to play, with 
which he was very much pleas'd, and generouſly re- 
warded them. His own Servants waited on him, as 
they were wont to do in his Palace, and ſo did the 
Spaniards, who by Cortes's Command honour'd and 
_— him asa King. There he decided Law-Suits, 
diſpatch'd all Buſineſs, and attended the Government 
of his Kingdoms, ſpeaking either in private or pub- 
lick to any Perſons whatſoever; and yet the Indians 
were ſo reſtleſs and uneaſy, that they never ceas d by 
Day or Night to attempt reſcuing of him. For this 
Reaſon, Cortes order d Rodrigo Alvarez. Chico, a brave 
and watchful Man, to guard the back-fide of the 
Houſe with ſixty Men, twenty mounting at a Time, 
and Andrew de Monjarraz to do the fame before the 
Palace, with the like Number. Motexuma was there 
ſerv'd like a great Prince, the Diet that was brought 
him by four and four Men holding up the Diſhes, 
with much Reſpect, made a long Train; and when he 
had done, all the Meat was divided among the Gentle- 
men that ſerv'd, and the Spaniards that guarded him. 
His Bed conſiſted of many coſtly Cotton Blankets, 
ſome of them very fine, ſome quilted and coverd 
with others of great Value, made of Feathers and Co- 
ney-Wooll, which are very warm, ſoft, and extraor- 
dinary ſightly, being of various natural Colours. The 
Bed was laid on Mats, and a wooden Bedſtead, all 
fuired either for the Heat or Colo. 
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Cortes took ſpecial Care that his Spaniards ſhould 
ſpeak to and treat with Motex uma in moſt reſpectſul 
Manner, as became fo great a Prince, ſetting them an 
Example himſelf, for every Time he came in to viſit 
him, he made ſeveral Bows down to the Ground, 
which ſeem'd in ſome Meaſure to ſatisſy him. He of- 
ten offer d him his Liberty, ſaying, he might return to 
his own Palace if he thought fir, for he did nor keep 
him as a Priſoner. He anſwer'd, he-thank'd him, and 


was well there, becauſe he wanted nothing that was pro- 


r for his Service, and was pleas'd to be there, thar 
he might have the more Opportunity of converſing 
with the Spaniards. whom he lov'd better every Day, 
as liking their Behaviour; and becauſe it might hap- 
pen, that if he return'd Home, his People being more 
at Liberty to talk with him, would importune him 
to do ſomething in Prejudice of the Spaniards. More- 
æuma ſometimes went out from that Apartment, at- 
tended by a Number of Soldiers, to viſit thoſe Tem- 
ples that were moſt honour'd by the prime Nobility ; 
and at other Times to take his Pleaſure at his Country 
Houſes, a League or two from the City, but always 
return'd to lye at the Spaniſh Quarters. He likewiſe 
went in great Canoes, that carry'd ſixty Men; before 
his was always a very ſmall one, with two to row, and 
an IJudian richly clad, ſtanding, carry d the three Gold 
Rods before ſpoken of, upright in his Hand, in the 
Nature of a royal Penon. The two Brigantines, be- 
ing the firſt that Martin Lopez. built, went along to 
guard him, and were afterwards burnt by the Indians, 
when Cortes march'd out againſt Narbaez. The Spa- 
niards then ſtood very diligently upon their Guard, for 
that was the Time when moſt Harm might be done 
them. The Diverſion Mote⁊ uma took on the Lake 
was ſhooting Birds with a Trunk, at which he was ve- 
ry dextrous. Sometimes he went out to the Moun- 

| rains 
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tains to hunt wild Beaſts with Nets, Bows and Arrows, 
and Hawking, which he did not uſe much, tho? for 
Grandeur he kept many Eagles, and other ſtately Birds 
of Prey. When he went a Hunting, he was carry'd 
on Men's Shoulders, with his Spaniſh Guards, and three 
thouſand Tlaſcallans, and he could not but be much con- 
cern'd to ſee them, becauſe they were his antient Ene- 
mies. The great Men, his Vaſſals, attended him, and 
he entertain'd them all very graciouſly, beſtow'd many 
Gifts and Favours on them all. He took Delight in 
giving, and was ſo generous towards thoſe he lik d, 
that Cortes one Day told him the Spaniards were un- 
lucky, and being never idle had rumag'd the Houſe, 
and taken ſome Gold they found in certain Chambers, 
he therefore deſir'd to know what he would have done 
with it, meaning that which he had found, when he 
caus'd the Door before ſpoken of to be broke open. 
Motezuma anſwer'd, That belongs to the City Gods, 
but let them leave the Feathers and other Things 
that are not of Gold and Silver, and do you tete the 
reſt for yourſelf, and then if you will have more I 
will give it you. That Treaſure Alonſo de Ojeda in his 
Memorials, ſays, was ineſtimable, and he was an Ey: 
Wirneſs. The Saniards call'd thoſe Rooms where t 

ſaid Wealth was, the Jewel Houſe. The Cheſts the 
Cotton Cloth or Garments lay in, were ſo large, that 
they reach'd up to the Top of the Rooms, and ſo wide, 
that when empty, two Spaniards lay in each of them. 
Above one thouſand Loads of Cloth were carry'd out 
into the Court, which Cortes would have return'd to 
Morexuma, but he refus d, ſaying, he never took that 
Fein which he had once given. Cortes divided 


fit, 
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at Cloth among the Soldiers, as he thought 
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Fon as much as it is not proper to omit any Parti- 
cular that is remarkable, among other Things admir'd 
in the good Government of Aotex uma, was his Care 
to have the City of Mexico kept clean, to which Pur- 
poſe, a conſiderable Number of Men were appointed 
to be continually Sweeping and Watering the Streets, 
placing great Pans of Fire in them at certain Diſtances, 
and wlulſt ſome ſlept others watch'd, fo that there 
were always enough to look to the City, and obſerve 
what was done in it, by Day and by Night. Cortes, 
who took Notice of every Thing, obſerving that the 
Maboria, which are Indian Servants, did put Aaoteuma 
to a great Expence, order d them to be diſmiſs d, and 
that every Spaniard ſhould have only one Indian Wo- 
man, to dreſs his Meat, and the reſt to be fo diſpos d 
of, that they might not be maintain d at the Charge of 
MAote vuma, and that it ſnould be without the City, 
that they might not be troubleſome to Moteæ uma, and 
his People. Cortes could not do this ſo privately but 
that the King heard of it, who ſent for him, and in a 
grave and loving Manner told him, he admir'd he 
- ſhould ſo much undervalue him, as to cauſe the Na- 
borias to be turn'd out of the City, to ſave him that 
Expence, that he ſhould conſider what they would 
ſay who wereacquainted with his Grandeur. As ſoon 
as he had ſpoke thoſe Words, before Cortes could an- 
ſwer him, he order d ſome Prime Men that were pre- 
ſent to put the Vaborias belonging to the Spaniards into 
à very good Appartment, and give them a double Al- 

lowanee every Day. Cortes kiſs'd his Hands for that 
Favour, begging Pardon, if he had err'd in what he 
did, declering he had not deſign'd to diſpleaſe him. 
Aoteguma took ſuch Care of all Things for the Uſe of 

the Spaziards, that he appointed them certain Houſes for 
_ eaſing themſelves, which for that Reaſon were call'd 
ael Maxixato, that is, of the Eaſing of Nature, cer- 
. „ 
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min Indians being always employ'd to keep them clean 
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Motezuma's Generoſity, and Severity; Cor- 

tes diſcourſes him about Religion; his 
eAnſwer ; Couatlpopoca burnt, with 
ſome others; Motezuma reprov'd. 
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HE Houſe the Spaniards were quarter d 
S 7 in being extraordinary large, Alonſo de 
Ojeda walking about ſeveral Royms, 
found in one of them many {mall 
Sacks, about half a Yard long, {ull» 

= and ty'd up very cloſe. He took one 
of them, which he carry'd out, and opening it beſe 

ſeveral of his Comrades, ſaw it was full of Lice, which 
he affirms is certainly true, and ſo they quickly "fo 
it up again, much admiring at the Meaning of it. They 
told Cortes, who ask'd Marina and Aguilar about it. 
They anſwer d, that all Perſons were ſo ſubmiſſive to 
the King, that thoſe who through extream Poverty or 
Sickneſs could not pay Taxes to the King, were ob- 
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g' d to louſe themſelves, and to keep the Lice to pay 


them as an Acknowledgment, and that the poor Sort 
being very numerous, there were ſeveral Bags of Lice, 


the moſt remarkable Thing that ever was heard of, and 


which ſufficiently ſhews the wonderful Subjection of 
thoſe People. Some fay, thoſe were not Lice, but 


{mall 
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ſmall Worms, however Alonſo de Ojeda in his Memo- 
rial, aſſerts it, as an Eye Witness, and ſo does Alonſo de 


Mata. The King was ſo affable and loving to the 


Spaniards, that no Day ever paſs'd in which hebeſtow'd 
not a Favour on ſome one of them. He was particu- 
hrly very fond of one Pena, and jeſting frequently 
with him, would ſnatch his Cap off his Head, and 
throw it down from a Gallery to make him run down 
for it, and then gave him ſome Jewel of Value. He 
took an extraordinary Fancy to him, and would cer- 
tainly have made him very rich, had not his unfortu- 
nate Death prevented it; for he could never forbear 
ſmiling and being pleas d whenſoever he ſaw him, tho 
Cortes were preſent; nor did he ever eat, or go abroad 
to divert himſelf but Pena was with him, and with 


od Reaſon, for he was pleaſant, graceful, well ſhap'd, 


and diſcreet in all he ſaid or did. Motexuma was fo 
nerous, that he ſeem'd to contrive Opportunites to 
Now his Favours, and ſeeing Alonſo de Ojeda with 
2 ew) Pouch of that Sort which are gather'd, and 
Ave ſeveral Purſes in them, wrought with Silk, he 
p'd it of him, view'd it nicely, was well pleas'd, 
id admir'd its being divided ſo neatly into ſo many 
Parts, to keep ſeveral Things. Being much delighted 


with it, he whiſtled ſoftly, which was the Way when 
reat Men calPd, ſome Gentlemen came to know his 


leaſure, and he-whiſper'd them to do ſomething, and 
in an Inſtant they gave Ojeda two beautiful Indian Wo- 


men, many rich Mantles, a Buſhel of Cacao, and 


ſome Jewels, far above what the Pouch would have 
been worth, tho' it had been of beaten Gold. Ojeaa 
humbly return'd Thanks, and as nothing gains ſo ma- 
ny Friends as Affability and Generoſity, he Spaniards 
all lov'd him as if he had been their Father, or Bro- 
ther, beſides the Reſpect they bore him as a great 
Prince, He often play'd at a Spaviſh Game of ſmall 


Bowls 
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Bowls on the N Cortes, and WV 4 A. 
Luarado, and made a Difference in paying the Loo 
for when Alvarado loſt he gave » Chalhibize which is 
a Stone valu'd by the Indians, but not by the 
ardi, and when Moteæuma loſt, he paid an Ingar:of 
Gold, worth at leaſt fifty Ducars, and he ſometimes 
loft forty or fiſty of them in one Afternoon, and was 
glad to loſe that he might have an Opportunit to 
give. 701 


cous to pleaſe the Spauiards in all Things, and accord- 
ingly he offer d Cortes another Daughter of his owns 
more beautiful than the former, thinking that as he had 
many Wives himſelf, Cortes might have ſeveral Miſtreſs 
ſes, tho they were Siſters. Cortes propos d to marry her 


to Chriſtopher de Olid, Motex uma agreed to it, and fo did 


Olid, on Account of her Beauty, and being the 


ter of fo great a Prince. The King was well pleasd 


with it, gave him Jewels of Value, and always treated 
him as his Kinſman. Thoſe two Ladies were baptiz d, 
and frequent Conferences were held with Aare um 
about Religious Affairs, and once Cortes propos 'd to 
him, Thar ſince he manifeſtly diſcover d the Falſhood 
of his Idols, he ſhould become a Chriſtian, for. it 
was only God that had created all Things, diſposd of 


Empires in this Life, and would give him Bliſs in the 


next. Tho' as far as could be perceiv'd the King was 
not diſpleas'd with what Cortes had faid, he anſwer'd, 
That he would conſider of it. Thoſe who were beſt 


affected to him, on account of his noble Diſpoſition, 


believ'd, and would have perſwaded others, that if he 
had not been prevented by Death, he would have em- 
brac'd the Faith, tho' the Devil endeavour'd to obſtru& 
it; but others could not be induc'd ta believe it. 
About this Time it hapned, that a Spaniard who was 


upon the King's Guard, having loſt two India Wo- 


men 


N 12675 
By what outwardly appear d, Motex uma was deſi- 
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men he had to attend him, pray d him, that he would 
; order Search to be made for them. The King ſaid he 
would, and two Days paſſing without any News of 
them, the Soldier ask'd the fame again in a preſumptu- 
ous Manner. Motex uma anſwer d him angrily, and the 
3 reply d infolently, which drew Tears from 
Prince, calling to Mind, that he was in the Hands 
of fych a fierce Nation. Cortes being inform'd of it, 
order'd the Soldier to be hang'd, but upon many En- 
treaties only caus'd him to run the Gantlet. Some Spa- 
#iards intreated the King to ask of Cortes not to execute 
that Puniſhment, becauſe among the Spaniards it was 
more grievous than Death. He anſwer'd, That Cortes 
did as became a good Commander, that he would on- 
H intercede to ſpare his Life, which he deſerv'd to loſe, 
and chat he would have inflicted no leſs Puniſhment on 
an Nobleman in his Court that ſhould have been ſau- 
ty to Cortes, The next Day after this hapned, when 
the Guard was relieving, three Soldiers went off before 
they were rehiev'd, for which Cortes order d them to 
run the Gantlet, that Motexuma might know how 
they were puniſn'd who did not their Duty, for he 
behav'd himſelf with wonderful Diſcretion 1n all Ca- 
fes. 455 | 
Tre next Night, two Hours after it was dark, ſe- 
veral-Naborias, or Indians that carry Burdens, were ta- 


ken, loaded with Lumps of Liquid Amber, which is | 


2 Sort of medicinal Rofin, next in Vertue to Balſam, 
of a' conſiderable Value. Cortes order'd thoſe to 
be fecur'd, who had been concern'd in taking it, and 


Adotezzrma being inform'd that his Favourite Pena was 


ene of that Number, ſent to ask of Cortes, why he 
had impriſon'd his Friend, and his Comrades. He an- 
ſwer d, becauſe he had done him wrong, and taken the 
Liquid Amber. Motexuma reply d, that fignify'd no- 
thing, that' he ſhould order them to be immediately 
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diſcharg'd immediately, for the Spaniards were not to 
be punifh'd for any Thing but offering Violence, and 
committing Outrages. He was very glad to ſee Peda 
at Liberty, made very much of him, and deſir d he 
would never be out of his Preſence. | 
Cortes perceiving that Adotezuma, and the 
that reſorted to him, began to grow eaſy in their 
Minds, and to take a Liking to the Spaniards ; as alfo 
that he went abroad on thoſe they reckon'd their chief 
Feſtivals, when many Men were ſacrific d, being trou- 
bled at that barbarous Cruelty, and confiding in A 
texumas mild Temper, he told him, „ Thar as he 
e through the Divine Goodneſs was plac'd on jthe regal 
« Throne, ſo any one of the meaneſt of his Subjects 
« might have been ſeated there; and fince he had re- 
„ ceiv'd that high Dignity from one only God, who 
e beſtow'd Kingdoms on whom he thought fie, which 
„ could not be done by a Multiplicity of Gods, be- 
e cauſe there neither is, nor can be any ſuch Thing, 
sand tho' there were, ſo many of them could not have 
« the ſame Power, and the ſame Will, it was fir he 
* ſhould leave rhe Blindneſs he had liv'd in, and quit 
&« thoſe falſe Idols he 'ador'd, which were fo eruel as 
* to delight in innocent Blood; and that he ſhould 
« worſhip CHRIST, the true God, to the End that 
e his People might for the future know him that crea- 
& ted and redeem'd them; and that ſince he ſhow'd 


& Account, he would 1 any 
« inſult him.” Motetama lifined very 
and no leſs calmly anſwer d, © That his were 


very numerous, and all of them bom and bret in 


BF 
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che Worſhip of thoſe Gods, and tho? he ſhould ec 


follow his Opinion, the teſt. would not, as valuing in 


their Gods more than him; and that he did nat o 


underſtand how he could ask any ſuch Thing of I D 
him, ſince thoſe Gods had given them Health, aa 
worldly.:Goods, and Victory in their Wars, and G 
when they. were angry ſent Barrenneſs, and puniſh'd MW on 


cc them.“ U Cortes reply d, 68 That Was a Mil ake, for D 
ge that the Devik, who caus'd themſelves to be adod I ſh 
ce in the Shapes of thoſe Idols, were no Gods, but 
c Creatures hardned in their Sins, condemn'd to the 
cc Pains of Hell, and could do no more Harm than * 


cc what God permitted, whereas all that was good came 
c from the Hand of God, tho thoſe Devils perſwaded 
e him otherwiſe; that he ſhould ſtart no Objections 


e againſt his Requeſt becauſe they were only the Sug- MI © 
e geſtions and Deceits of the Devil.“ The King MI © 
again inſiſted, . That his Subjects would rebel againſt MW © 
c him, and if he ſhould prove ſtronger. than they, M ©. 
cc would : go away to other Kingdoms, and leave his MW Im 
City deſolate. Cortes rejbin d, * That if they te- wa 
6 bell'd he would ſubdue: them, and if they Went the 
* away he wauld bring them hack. Motec uma ligh- to 
ing bitterly, ſaid, He would propoſe it tothe Prieſts; Id 
and Cortes preſſing him, he added, That he might Ide 
ge do what he would, but if any Thing hapned amiſs, WJ fm: 
- £, he ſhould not complain of him; for he could not tain 
dc but tell chim, that he and all his Spaniards would wit 
ge ſoon be deſtroy d, for the Indians would cut off their hy 
1.6 Proviſions, and make War, and it would not be in Ste 
c his Power to 3 . Cortes again urg d, hur 
ee That they would not be able to do any Thing, be-M exp 
* cauſe God was on his Side, and he would fer up his tha 
„ Image in the great Temple, by whoſe Virtue they the 
„ wanld have good Hatveſts, and a thouſand other Kir 


= 2 Bleſſings, which hej aſcrib'd to his falſe Goqs. 
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Tax loſing no Time, an Altar was erected in 4 
convenient Place in the Temple, and all the Men going 
in Proceſſion arm'd, the Crucifix, and an Image of 
our Lady were plac'd-on it, with much Solemnity and 
Devotion, thoſe that had Skill ſinging Te Deum Lau- 
damus, the Mexicans very ſilently looking on, as if 
God had ty'd their Hands, and Tongues, Cortes put 
on his beſt Garments, ſhed many Tears of Joy and 
Devotion, and was the firſt that kneeling down wor- 
ſhipp'd the Crucifix, ſaying, © Infinite Praife be gi- 
« yeri to thee, the true God, for ever and ever, fbr | 
« that thou haſt been pleaſed, that after ſo many Years 
« as the Devil ſitting on this Throne, exercisd his Ty- 
% ranny over ſo many Nations, he ſhould, by Means 
« of our weak and unworthy Hands, be baniſh'd to 
« the bottomleſs Pit, where he dwells. I beſeech 
« rhee, ſince thou haſt done us ſo ſingular a Favour, 
to be pleaſed to aſſiſt us hereafter, that this glorious 
« Beginning may have no leſs bleſſed an End, to thy 
« Honour and Glory.” After the Placing of the 
Images, and the Prayer, a good Quantity of Gold 
was found in Hawki-bells, ſome of them ſo large that 
they weigh'd an hundred Pieces of Eight, hanging” 
to certain Canopies, or Curtains, that were before the 
Idols; fo that none could go into the Place where thoſe 
Idols were, without making an agreeable Noiſe of 
ſmall Bells, with the Motion of thoſe Canopies or Cur- 
tains. Cortes return d to Motexuma, who receiv'd him 
with a chearful Countenance, ſuppreſſing the Grief that 
hy in his Heart, and immediately order'd a public 
Stews there was in the Tlatelwlco, where above four 
hundred Harlots, having every one a little Chamber, 
expos'd themſelves for Gain, to be broken up; ſaying, 
that the publick Sins of thoſe - Women had provok'd 
the Gods to permit thoſe Chriſtians to come to his 


Kingdom and City, and to oyer-power him; never 
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conſidering how much more grievous and abominable 
their other Sins were, as Sodomy, ſacrificing of inno- 


cent Perſons, eating human Fleſh, oppreſſing the weak- 
er Sart, and depriving them of their Goods and Li- 


= without be been guilty of any Of- 


A FEw Days after Cortes had perform'd that me- 


morable Action, many /ediars came to him, loaded 


with Reeds, and Ears of Iudian Wheat, almoſt wi- 
ther'd, and paſſionately complaining, ſaid, „ See what 

ou have done, and how little we are oblig' d to you. 
de Take notice, that ever ſince you have affronted our 
40 « Sock it has not rain'd, and for that Reaſon our Corn 

is parchd up, and we ſhall ſoon ſtarve.” Cortes 
with the fame Faith that induc'd him to do as he had 


done, anſwer'd them as poſitively as if he had known 


It. “ What I have done is very right, and to the End 
6 that you may be ſenſible that 9 our falſe Gods can 
« neither give nor depriv 8 
ot which none can 45 but the true God whom we 
& adore, be aſſur d, that it will rain before to-morrow 
cc be over, and you ſhall have a better Harveſt than 
& ever you had; which I and my Companions will 
beg of our God.” The Indian ſmil'd, as it were 


belt at Cortes, who calling together his Men, _ 


them what had palYd, pray'd ＋ to repen 

their Sins, to purpoſe to KT and to be N if 
they had any Grudges among them, to hear Maſs 
the next Day, to beg of God together, to ſend Rain, 
to the End thoſe Intidels might by that Mercy ſhow'd 
them, be convinc d that theirs were falſe Gods. Ac- 
cordingly having Maude their Peace wich God inthe 
beſt Manner they r 

ted by F. — i l 
Diaz, and ſome others. Corees and others receiv” the 


temporal Bleſſings, | 
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the Maſs was ended, before the Spariards came down 
from the Temple, where this had been perform'd, the 


pho Mexico, a Hill the Spaniards now call Tepeagus 
began to be cover'd with a very thick Cloud, and ſuch 


ple was very near the Spaniſh Quarters, they were v 
wet before they got Home; it rain'd all that — 


and ſome others following, ſo that it prov'd one of 


the moſt fruitful Years they had ever known. The 
Spaniards return'd Thanks to God for that Mercy, and 
the Idolaters were confounded, tho' well comforted, 
* ſeeing themſelves deliver d from the Famine and Mor- 
rality they had dreaded, for thoſe two Plagues general- 
ly go together. Motec uma was amaz'd, and rejoyc d 
much with Cortes, who having ſo proper an Opportu- 
nity of making his Mind known to the People, deſir d 
the King to call together the Prieſts, and Gentry of 
the City, whom he would diſcourſe in his Preſence 
about his Religion, becauſe it might happen that they 
would incline to believe in one God, and caſt off their 


ſons. Motex uma was well pleas d with it, and when 

they were all come together, in the Preſence of the 
d King, the Soldiers being all ready under Arms, for 
ff what might happen, Cortes diſcoursd them as fol- 
if lows. © | 
ſs I have often wiſlyd, moſt potent Prince, and you 
Ny « noble Gentlemen, who according to the Cuſtom of 
d « your Country are in the higheſt Places, that you 
C « would, laying aſide all Prejudice, attentively hear 
he « from me, what I have often urg'd, relating to the 
go « true Religion of the Chriſtians, and the Error you 
hn ce have hitherto liv'd in, to the Prejudice of your Souls 
he 
en 


| 

| 

f . 

1 falſe Idols, giving over the ſacrificing of innocent Per- 
| 

c 


«© and Bodies; and for as much as I have at ſeveral 
« Times briefly and curſorily mention'd this Affair = 
«- * | 1 « _ — | 


Sky being then very clear, in the Sight of all the Peo- 


a violent Rain immediately follow'd, that tho” the Tem- 
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de his Highnefs, to ſome of the Nobility, and to the 
tc Prieſts that were preſent, and none has feem'd to be 
ce diſpleas d at it; 1 thought it proper to entreat his 
« Highneſs to affemble you all together, to the End 
ce that God enlightning your Underſtandings, when 
de you have heard what I have to ſay, you may be ſa- 
« tisfy'd that I have been much in the right in ſetting 
« up in your Temple the Images of JESUS CHRIS, 
« our God and our Redeemer, and of the moſt bleſſed 
“ Virgin his Mother, through whoſe Interceſſion he 
cc has, and does daily pour down his Mercies upon 
«© Mankind. To this Effect you are to underſtand, 
cc that there is no Nation in the World, that reflect- 
te jng on the true Courſe of Nature, unleſs the Light 
« which God from the Beginning imparted to it be 
cc darkned with Vices and Abominations, does hold 
ce there is more than one ſovereign Principle, and one 
« ſupreme Cauſe of all Things, for that Thing is ſu- 
<« preme which has nothing above it; and ſince that 
« which is ſupreme admits of no Superior or Equal, 
« as you may know by your own Families, where 
cc none of you will ſuffer any one to controul him, 
c jr follows of Neceſlity, proceeding from one Wiſ- 
« dom to another, from one Power to another, and 
ct from one Goodneſs to another, that we muſt at laſt 
<« come to that great Power, that great Wiſdom, and 
cc that great Goodneſs which was able to create all 
« Things out of nothing, for they had a Beginning, 
4e and are not eternal, by whoſe Wiſdom they are, 
« and for ever will be govern'd and directed, without 
e any Error, and whole Goodneſs continually ſupports 
« and gives them their Being, making Man Lord of 
<« the moſt of them. Then ſince it is impoſſible there 
ce ſhould be two infinite Powers, Wiſdoms, or Good- 
cc neſſes, we muſt of Neceſſity acknowledge one on- 
« ]y God, infinitely powerful, infinitely wife, and in- 

| | ; « finitely 
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Fe finitely good ; for there cannot be two Gods, much 


& leſs a great Number, as you yourſelves confeſs. And 


to convince you of your Error, is it not ridiculous 
[© for you to have one God for the Water, another for 
the Fire, another for War, and ſo many more for 


<« other Things, as if the Name of God did not im- 
e ply a ſupreme Power, to be ſufficient for all Things, 
« So that if there is a God, as is own'd by all Nati- 
c ons, and the Meaning of the Word comprehends 
* more than any. Underſtanding can conceive, it is 
* not conſonant to Reaſon, that many ſhould be em- 


55 ploy'd about what one can do; becauſe one implies _ 
Unity, and there is Diſcord among many; and he 


& 15 ſtronger and more powerful who overcomes many 
© in Battle, than he that is aſſiſted by many. A 


c farther Proof that there is but one God, may be ta- 


cc 


ke there being ſeveral Wills an 
ke ment could nor be unanimous; and therefore whats 


c ken from your own great Empire, in which one 
* Man, being the mighty Monarch Aotezauma, is 
ce plac'd above you all, and he alone rules and governs 
you; and if there were two or three more as power- 
86 ful as he, his Power over you would be lefs ; and 

i Opinions, the Govern- 


56 ſoever is united in itſelf is more powerful than that 


which is divided, which is the Reaſon why a wiſe 
Man among us, faid, That Strength united is more 


& prevalent than when divided into ſeveral Parts, 
* which appears to be ſo by a natural Compariſon of 


% your own, and is, that the Liquor you drink be- 


ing kept cloſe and cover'd in a Veſſel no bigger than 
cc Wa will juſt contain it, preſerves the Strength 


cc better than if it were ſpilt in the Street, or put into 


a Veſſel too big, where the Life of it would be 
bc loft. It is therefore evident, that ſince, as has been 


1 


«ſaid, we muſt own a Power ſo great as to be able to 


e do all Things, and that no other is able to do fo 


& much, 


7 
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« much, it muſt be only one, and not many, and 
4 therefore it follows that this moſt mighty, only, 


« and immenſe Power can be no otherwiſe nam'd than 
4 God, and not Gods; and that he is one God, and 


not many Gods, plainly appears by his Works, be- 
4 cauſe all of them together, and every one apart de- 
% monſtrate Unity, and not Plurality. He created 


& not many Worlds, but only one, and that compos d 


* of many Units; he created not many Earths, but 
* one Earth; not many Seas, but one Sea; or many 
& Fires, but one Fire; and creating four Elements, 
* there was but one of each of them; one Eſſence of 
4 Heavens, one Man, and one Woman, from whom 
« we are all deſcended ; one Soul in every Man; one 
* Sun, one Moon, in one Heaven. He gave one 
<* Law, one Faith, one Baptiſm, to the End that he 


« being one, all that he made ſhould by its Unity 


& ſhow the Maker to be one. And foraſmuch as I 
* am fatisfy'd you know not whence your Error pro- 
5 ceeded, in believing the contrary of what I have 
d faid, tho againft all Reafon, you muſt underftand 
& that when God created Heaven and Earth, he alſo 
4 created two Sorts of Creatures more excellent than 

ce all the reft ; the one of them altogether Spiritual, 
t without any Body, whom we call Angels, or hea- 
„ venly Spirits; the other was the Man and Woman, 
8 compos'd of a ſpiritual Soul, and ſuch a Body as 
you fee with your Eyes. Among the Angels there 
& was one very remarkable, who not reflecting that he 
4 had receiv'd his excellent Being from God, rebell'd 


* apainſt God, his Creator. The third Part of the 


„ Angels fided with him, for which Offence. th 
< were caſt out of Heaven, and as they never did, 
te nor ever will repent of their Crime, they have ever 
cc fince, and will to the End of the World aim at, 
L and endeqyaur to m on two T. The one 
5 is 


* 
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« is; chat perſiſting in their Malice; arid being dam- 
&© ned Creatures, they aſpire to be ador'd as creating 


« Gods, inculcating that which natural Reaſon does 


ce not allow of, any inore than Faith, viz. That there 
* are ſeveral Principles, and eternal Cauſes. By Means 
« of this blind Notion they have and do endeavour to 
te promote the ſecond; which is, by believing in them 
&« ro divert Men from believing in and ſerving one God, 
« their Creator, to the End that after their temporal 
e Death, they may not enjoy that happy Place which 
they loſt by their Wickedneſs. jo ſince God 
c ſignifies as much as the ſupreme Goodneſs and Cle- 
&* mency, if thoſe you worſhip were true Gods, they 
& would be really good; but ſince they have fo often 
«* Jy'id to you, 4. cauſe themſelves to be ador'd under 
6 fich hideous Figures,. as well of Men as of other 
« fierce Creatures, and ſince they allow of Sodomy, 
« Rapine, Tyranny, Murdering of innocefit Perſonss 
$ is other ſuch Sins, what can you irnagine them to 
te be but Devils, and your Enemies? When you con- 
« ſult them, they give ambiguous Anſwers; to the 
* End that the Thing hapning either one Way or the 
« other, you may es Croc to them. And they 
« being ſo antient; and God perinitting them to do 
« ſome particular Things, as Thundering, Hailing, 
& and the like; you believe them ro be Gods, with- 
« out conſidering; as I have faid before; that God 
i does fiot hate, nor do harm; nor needs the Help of 
« another to work what Wonders he pleaſes, as you 
« ſaw the laſt Week; when the Sky being fo clear, he 
& at our Requeſt, ſent you ſo much Rain, that you 
« never had a more plentiful Year than this will prove. 
« And ſince; if you lay aſide all Prejudice, what I 
& have ſaid is ſufficient to convince your Underſtand- 
« ing, and the late Miracle is a Demonſtration of the 
Truth of what I have urg'd, I beſeech you molt 
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« mighty King, Gentlemen, and Prieſts, to open 
« your Eyes, and as your eternal Life depends either 
“ upon believing or not believing me, ſeriouſly to 
&* conſider what I have ſaid; for I hope in God, if 
you do fo, he will give you Light to be more fully 
4 convinc'd of the Truth, I here preach to 
* you.” 8 "BR 
Wren he had put an End to his Speech, they 
all continu'd a conſiderable Time in Suſpence, whiſ- 
pering one another, moſt of them being convinc'd with 
the Force of the eternal Truth, tho' then the Devil, 
as being ſo much concern'd in it, moſt violently aſſault- 
ed them with the immemorial Cuſtom eſtabliſh'd among 
them of following and adoring him. They all wait- 
ed to hear what Motexuma would anſwer, and he ir. 
ſhort ſaid, He lik d what Cortes had propos d; but 
& that being ſuch lofty Points, he would have him 
explain them to him very particularly, and would 
give Orders, that no Men ſhould be facrificd.” 
The next Day he ſent for his High- Prieſt, and di- 
rected him to comply with the Spaniards for a few 
Days, in not ſacrificing Men, tho? in other Reſpects 
they ſhould not be hindred from adoring their Gods; 
faying, he had temporiz d with the Commander Cortes, 
to avoid Diſturbing his Empire, and raiſing a Commo- 
tion, and therefore they ſhould permit the Chiſtians to 
honour and worſhip their own God, and they might 
do as they thought fit. Motex uma was mild, and ve- 
ry diſcreet, and therefore it was thought he temporiz'd 
with the Spaniards and the Indians to prevent any Inſur- 
rections in his Dominions, and ſome were of Opinion, 
that he forbore being a Chriſtian out of Fear. The 
Prieſts, on account of their Intereſt, and the Reſpect 
that 4 your them, could not diſſemble their 7 — 
againſt the Spaniardi, eſpecially when they ſaw them 
hear Maſs, and pray in that great Temple. 3 at _ 
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Time they mutter'd very much, to provoke the No- 
bility and Gentry not to bear with it. They dif- 
cours'd it with Moteuma's Favourites, and others near- 
eſt about him, magnifying the Injury done them, 
and the Affront to their Gods, who had ſo many Years 
ſupply'd them with all Neceſſaries for human Life. 
They continually ſtudy'd new Arguments, and ask d, 
Why they ſhould quit the Religion they had ſo long 
embrac'd, to follow a new one, which they knew no- 
thing of. © 70 | 

Wurst theſe Things were in Agitation, Couati- 
popoca arriv'd, with his Son, and fifteen more Men of 
Quality, who had been concern'd with him in kil- 
ling the Spaniards, being twenty Days after the Con- 
finement of Mote uma. He was conducted into Mexi- 
co by many great Men that went out to meet him, 
being brought in upon the Shoulders of his Servants, 
and Vaſſals. When come to the Palace he alighted, 
put on Garments of leſs Value than thoſe he had be- 
fore, and took off his Shoes, becauſe none was to a 
E ſhod before the King, waited ſome Time till he 

ad Leave to go in, drew near alone, all that wene 
with him ſtaying far behind, and having made many 
Bows, and perform'd the uſual Ceremonies, with his 
Head hanging down, and his Eyes fix d on the Ground, 
he ſaid, “ Moſt high and mighty Sovereign, here is 
& your Slave Couatlpopoca, whom you have command- 
&« ed to come, conſider what you will have done, for 

« I am your Slave, and muſt of Neceſſity 
c you.” Mote uma very ſternly anfwer'd, C He had 
« done very ill in killing the Spaxiards without any 
& Provocation, and ſay ing he had done it by his Or- 
&« der; and therefore be ſhould be puniſh'd as a Tray- 
te tor to the ſtrange Men and to his King. Ca -. 
poca going about to excuſe himſelf, he would not hear 
kim, orderings that he, his Son, and the reſt ſhould 
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be deliver'd up to Cortes, who having fetter d them all 
apart from one another, caus'd them to be examin'd, 
and they confeſs d the killing of the Spaniards. Being 
ask' d, whether he was Motezwma's Subject, heanſwer'd, 
c Is there any other Lord in the World that I could 
ebe ſubject to? They wereexamin'd a ſecond Time 
more ſtrictly, and threatned with the Rack, and all 
unanimouſly confeſs d that they had kill d the two 
firſt Spaniards by Moteauma's Order, as they had like- 
wiſe thoſe in the Field. When they had made this 
Conſeſſion, and confirm'd it, Cortes condemn'd Comatl- 
popoca and the reſt to be burnt. The Sentence being 
made known to them, Conatipopeca ſaid, That tho he 
was to ſuffer Death for baving kill'd thoſe two Spani- 
ards, his great Lord Motexuma had commanded him, 
2nd that he ſhould not have preſum'd to do it, unlefs 
he had thought ir for his Service. He, with his Son, 
and all the reſt, were conducted under a ſtrong Guard 
of Spaniards, to a very large Square, and being all plac'd 
on a great Pile of broken Bows and Arrows, that were 
very dry, with their Hands and Feet bound, Fire was 
ſet to it, and there he again confeſs'd the fame as he 
had before. He pray d to his Gods, as the reſt did, 
the Fire blaz'd, and they were ſoon burnt, withour 
any Diſturbance, the Mexicaus admiring the Execution 
done by Strangers in ſuch a great City and Kingdom, 
and in the Preſence of their King. Before and after 
this Execution, that the Spamards might be always in 
2 Readineſs, Cortes made Proclamation that none of 
them ſhould go naked to Bed, and that the Horſes 
ould ſtand all the Night ſaddled, with their Bridles 
at the Pomimels of the Saddles, becauſe it was ſuſpect- 
ed that there would be an Inſurrection, and that they 
would attack the Spaniardi when they were aſleep, 
but the Vigilancy of Cortes was thought to have diſ- 
appoinged that Deſign ; and he cus d the firſt " 
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publick Shame, keeping him two Days in Fetters, in 
the open Air, enduring the Dew in the Night, and 
the Sun in the Day, with a Clog at his Foot, no En- 
treaties prevailing to relieve him, alledging, that Severi- 


ty was requiſite in ſuch Caſes. 


AFTER the aforeſaid Confeſſion was made, whilſt 
they were carrying Cowatipopoca to Execution, Cortes 
attended by his prime Men, went to dotezwuma, and 
faid to him, „ You know you have deny'd your has 
ce ving order'd Comarlpopoca to kill my Companions ; 
& you have not done therein as became ſo great a Prince 
te as you are; and ſince you have occaſion d the Death 
ce of my Men, as alſo of Coxatlpopoca, his Son, and 
& ſo many of his People, had I nor regard to the Af- 
te fection you have ſhown to my King, and in his 
5 Name to me, who am come from him to viſit you, 
« you would deſerve to pay for it with your Life, 
<« for both the Divine and human Law appoints that a 
* Murderer, as you are, ſhould die. However, that 


(e you may not go altogether unpuniſh'd, and both 


cc you and your People may be ſenſible how advanta- 
te geous it is to deal ſincerely, I will order you to be 
te fetter d. Moteʒ uma was very much ſurpriz d at 
this Reproof, and could ſcarce utter his Words for 


Confuſion, but only ſaid, He was innocent, and he 


might do what he would with him. Cortes went 
away from him in a very angry Manner, and imme- 
diately after he was fetter d. It was thought that Cor- 
tes had us d this Policy, to diyert him from the Grief 
he might juſtly conceive at the Execution of Cui 


poca in his own Sight. It is impoſſible to expreſs how 


much More uma was concern'd, when he ſaw himſelf 


fetter d, he affirm'd he was innocent, and lamented his 


Condition. His Kindred, and Nobility. were aſto- 


piſh'd at that Sight, and in that Conſternation they | 
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| wept, and knelt down, bearing up the Fetters with 


their Hands, and thruſting fine Cloths through the 
Links, that they might not touch his Fleſh ; nor could 
they think what to do, for if they had Recourſe to 
Arms, they concluded their Lord would certainly die, 
which added to their Terror. When Comatlpopoca was 
executed, Cortes thinking he had gain'd his Point, went 
in the Afternoon to Aote uma, and faluting him with 


2 good Air, order'd the Fetters to be taken off, telling 


him, that tho' according to the Confeſſions of the 
Perſons executed, he - deſerv'd to be more ſeverely pu- 
niſh'd, yet, for the Love he bore him, and becauſe 
he could not believe ſo great a Prince guilty of ſuch a 
foul Action, he had commanded him to be unfetter'd. 
Aotezuma was as much rejoyc'd at theſe Words, as he 


had been before dejected, upon being reprov'd, and put 


into Irons. He embrac'd Cortes, return*d him many 
Thanks, and beſtow'd many Favours that Day, as well on 
the Spaniards as his own People. He always affirm'd he 
had not been concern'd in the Death of the Spaniards. 
Cortes pretended to believe him, treating him very af- 
ſectionately, praying and importuning him to go 
away freely to his own Palace, as he was before for he 
deſir d nothing but to ferve and pleaſe him. Motexu- 
in, who knew the Malice of his Subjects, to avoid 
encouraging them to any Commotion, anſwer'd, He 
thank'd him, but that it was not then convenient to 
remove from thence, and that he was better pleas d in 
his Company, than in his own Palace. Cortes then 
took his Leave, many Mexican Noblemen attend- 
mg him, ſo well pleas'd, that had nor the Prieſts over- 
perſwaded them, they had always liv'd in Peace and 
Amity. - 


B Berorx the Execution of Couat lpopoca, Cortes be- 


ing always very vigilant; got Information, that there 


was great Store of Targets, Darts, Bows, Swords, 
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and Spears in a Royal Palace call'd Tlacochalco, ard 
ſuſpecting that thoſe Stores had been laid up againft 
him, he ſignify'd ſo much to Morezuma, who an- 


ſwer'd, It had always been his Cuſtom to keep great 


Magazines of Arms for War, becaufe he had many 
Enemies, and that ſuch Precaution had deliver'd him 
from an imminent Danger, into which he had, 
among others, been brought by the Tlaſcallans, and 
People of Mechoacan, and that they were preſery'd 
for no other End in that Houſe, where he had 
feen them. However Cortes thinking it the ſafeſt 
Way to diſarm an Enemy, ſince had a proper 

portunity offer d for ſo doing, order'd that all thoſe 
Arms fhould be made Uſe of for Fuel, to burn 
Couatlpopoca, and the reſt, and theſe were the Arms 
faid before to have been us d for Burning of them, 
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CH AP. III. 


Cortes endeavours to diſcover the Gold 


Mines; Mexico ſubmits to the Ring of 


Spain, and pays Tribute; a Diſturbance 


among the Spaniards; Motezuma bids 


the other Secrets of the Country, and to ſend ſome 


Supplies to the King of Spain, as a Token of 3 
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had diſcover d. To this Purpoſe he thought fit to 
talk ro Moteæ uma, and being in Diſcourſe with him, 
ask'd, where the Mines were, in what Rivers, and 
how the Gold was gather d, becauſe he would ſend 
two Spaziards, who were very skillful in that Affair. 
The King anſwer'd, that Gold was brought from 
three ſeveral Places, but that the moſt came from a 
Province calbd Zacatula, ten or twelve Days Journey 
Southward from Mexico; and that there was ſome to 
the Northward in other Rivers. That not far from 
thence, there was ſome in a Province call'd Chinantlla, 


which did not belong ro his Dominions ; and if he 


would fend to the Zaporecas, he would find Gold there, 


and Men ſhould be ſent to ſhow it. Cortes fent away 


Gongalo de Umbria, who had been a Pilot, with two 
Soldiers, ordering him to return within forty Days. 
To the Mines Northward he ſent Captain Pizarro, a 


Youth about twenty-five Years of Age, whom he 


treated as his Relation, with ſix Soldiers, aſſigning him 
alſo forty Days to return, and they had all Indians 


with them. Cortes deſir d Motex uma to tell him, whe- 


ther there. was any Harbour in the Coaſt of the North 
Sea, within his Dominions, where the Spaniſh Ships 


might be ſafe, and he gave him all that Coaſt painted 


on a Piece of Cotton Cloth, with all the Rivers and 
Inlets, from Panuuco to Tabaſco, the whole very exact, 
being about one hundred and forty Leagues, where 


was repreſented the mighty River of Guaxacoalco, and 


there being much Talk of its Greatneſs, he reſolv'd to 
ſend to ſound it, and to take a View of the Town, 


and the People, and all other Things in the Neighbour- 
hood. Captain Fames de Ordasoffer'd to go on that 


Errand, and took along with him Indians appointed by 
Motezxma, being warn d, that Tabaſco and Guazacoal- 
co were not within his Dominions, but inhabited by 


that 
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that lay on thoſe Frontiers to be aſſiſting to James de 
Or dars. | 


f 


Gonzalo de Umbria was the firſt that return'd, with 
bis Companions, bringing three hundred Peſos of Gold, 


taken out of the Rivers before him, by the Indians 
of Zacatula, and ſaid, that the Mines were good and 
rich. They likewiſe brought Gold Plates to the Va- 
lue of two hundred Pieces of Eight, which the Lords 
of that Country ſent as a Preſent to Cortes, by ſome 
of their own Servants, with an Offer to ſubmit them- 


ſelves to the King of Spain, provided that the Cruliuas 


ſhould not come into their Country, and that he ſhould 
protect them againſt their Tyranny. Cortes, who had 
a very agreeable way of delivering himſelf, thank'd 
them, and gave Aſſurances of his Protection againſt 


Motezuma, diſmiſſing them with Preſents for their 


Maſters, and for themſelves, being well pleas'd that 
Motezamg ſhould perceive how many ſu'd for his 


Friendſhip. Gonzalo de Umbria reported, that there 
were very large Towns not far from Mexico, and that 
they liv*d orderly. James de Ordas alſo return'd, and 


faid, he had paſs'd through very conſiderable Places, 
where he was well treated, and much reſpect ſhow'd 
him; that coming to Motexuma 's Garriſons he per- 
ſwaded them not to plunder, or inſult their Neigh- 
hours, aſſuring them that they wauld be puniſh'd if 
they did; that as ſoon as the Lord of Guaxacoalca 
heard of his coming, he ſent out to meet him, and 
was pleas d to ſee him, becauſe he had heard of the 
Spaniards ever ſince John de Grijalva paſs d along that 
Coaſt; that ſounding the Mouth of the River he 
found three Fathoms Water, and farther up, it was 
deeper, for which reaſon and becauſe it was of ſo great 
an Extent, the Pilots that went with him fancy'd it 
might be a Streight that ran through to the other Sea; 
that the Lord had given him ſome Gold, and madg 
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great Complaints againft the Mexican Soldiers, ſaying, 
e was continually at War with them ; and that he 
having made ſome Return of ſuch Spaniſh Toys as 
he had then, came away, being of Opinion that the 


Country was good to breed Cattle, and make other 


Improvements, and the Harbour very convenient for 
the Iſlands of Hiſpaniola, Cuba, Puerto Rico and Ja- 
maica, tho? it was above one hundred and twelve 
Leagues from Mexico. Capt. Pizarro return'd with 
two of his Companions, bringing the Value of one 
thouſand Pieces of Eight in Gold Duſt, taken out of 
the Mines of the Chinautecans, and others; faying, 
that as ſoon as they came upon the Frontiers of 2 

tla, abundance of Indians arm'd like the reſt, but with 
extraordinary long Spears, or Pikes, were drawn up, 
ſaying, the Teules, ſo they call'd the Spaniards might 
enter their Country and welcome, but that no Mexi- 
can ſhould be admitted, becauſe they were their Ene- 
mies; and being inform'd of what they ſought for, 
they ſhow'd them all the Rivers where there was good 


Store of it, and that the Country being very good, 


aceable, and rich in Mines, he had left Barrientos, 
old Heredia, Eſcalona and Cervantes there, having with 
the Aſſiſtance of the Indiaus built a large Dwelling, 
where they might improve the Land, and ſearch the 
Rivers and Mines. Cortes was not pleas'd with his 
leaving thoſe Men behind, becauſe he was not willing 
as yet to divide them, or do any more than diſcover 
the Secrets of the Country. The Lord of the Chi- 
nantecans ſent two Gentlemen to Compliment Corres, 
with a Preſent, offering to ſubmit to the King of Spain, 
complaining of the Mexicaus, and affirming that they 
were much hated in thoſe Parts. He receiv'd the Pre- 
ſent, and ſoon ſent them away very well pleas d, becauſe 


the Mexicans did not like ſuch Meſſages, and he feard 
_ they might do them fome Miſchief. More um 17 
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ſelf could not forbear ſnowing his diſlike of theſe Em- 
baſſies, tho* he endeavour d to conceal it, becauſe the 
Chinantecans were particularly look d upon as a warlike 
People, and their Country was mountainous. | 
O of the Things that Cortes was moſt intent upon 
was about ſending the King a conſiderable Supply of 
Gold, in order, by that means, to leſſen the Weight of 
the Complaints he knew James Velaſquex would ſend 
againſt him. Tho' he believ'd that Cacamaxin, Lord 
of Texcuco bare him no good Will, he deſir'd him to 
contribute to that Deſign. He anſwer'd ſmiling, that 
he would, and order'd a Servant to go with John Ve- 
laſquez de Leon and others appointed by Cortes, to deli- 
ver them all the Gold there was in his Houſe, upon 
Condition that they ſhould not touch the Chalchibites, 
Stones before ſpoken of, nor the Plumes he had for 
their Feſtivals, and Wars. When they came to the 
Tlatelalco, which 1s the great Market of Mexico, the 
Indian endeavour'd to give them the Slip, whereupon 
they return'd to Cortes, who complaining to Cacamazin, 


he caus'd the Indian to be hang'd before his Face, and 


immediately appointed another, with whom they ſer 
out, were met in ſolemn Manner before they came to 
that City, well lodg'd and entertain d, and tho' they 
gave them all beautiful Indian Women, they would 
not receive them. The next Day they look'd out 
for the Gold, and Alonſo de Ojeda feeling about in a 
dark Room met with ſome Jars, carry 'd one of them 
out to the Light, and found they were full of Honey, 
ſweeter and clearer than the beſt in Spain. A conſi- 
derable Quantity of Gold was found, beſides Pearls, 
and Garments, but they would touch none of the 
latter without Orders from Cortes, who ſaid, they 
ſhould take them, if freely given. They carry d eigh- 
ty Men laden with them, which Cortes divided, and 
kept the Gold. The Indian Women were alſo carry d 
wee. . pa. 
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away, becauſe it was an Affront not to accept af 
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Had notice of it. 


them. ; 

Cacamaxin mortally hated the Spaniards, and going 
away to Tezcaco, told his prime Men, how much he 
lov'd them), defiring they would refle&t how they were 
kept under by that Handful of Strangers, preſuming 
to confine his Unkle Morezuma, to whom the pro 
Reſpect was due, next to the Gods; thar it was nor 
tolerable that ſo ſmall a Number; and thoſe of another 
Religion, ſhould ſhamefully turn them out of their 
Houſes, and what was ſtill worſe, to ſet up their Gods 
m the Temple inſtead of thoſe of the Country ; thar 
it was high Time to ſtand up for their Religion, their 
Liberty, their Honour, their Country, and their King, 


without waiting till they had Succours from their own 


Country, from Tlaſcala, and from other Parts, and 


therefore they ſhould make ready their Arms, and 


their Men, for he was refolv'd to fall upon thoſe Intru- 


ders; yet if they differ d in Opinion, they might 
tell him ſo, and he would be advisa by them. They 


all approv'd of his Deſign, faying, he was able to per- 
form greater Actions than that, and offering to ſtarid 
by him. But ſome antient Men, who had no Mind 
to flatter him, ſaid, He ſhould conſider what he did, 
that Cortes was brave, and had pain'd ſeveral Victories, 
and they believ'd there was very great Friendſhip be- 
tween him and Morex uma, for if he would have drove 
him our of Mexico, he might have done it; they ad- 
vis'd him not to be carry d away by the Fire of Youth, 
or the Ambition of Rule, ſince there were other Heirs 


as near as he. However, the Majority prevailing, 


War was agreed on, and Preparations were made with 
the greateſt Privacy, that nothing of it might be known 


by: More uma, or Cortes, but in vain, for they ſoon 


Cortes 
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Cortes perceiving that Cacamadiu was 4 turbulent 
Youth, and ſuſpecting that Alotexuma's Want of Re- 
ſolution, or the great Affection he ſhow'd for the Spa- 
niards, encourag'd him to undertake that Deſign, 
ſeat Word to Motex uma, that he had much Cauſe to 
ſuſpet hitn; becauſe ſince what had haphed about 
Conatipopoca, his Nephew Catamazin was conſpiring 


againſt him, who was ſo much his Servant, and there- 


fore he pray'd him to put a Stop to thoſe Proeeedings, 
otherwiſe all the Miſchief muſt light upon himſelf, 
and at the ſame Time order'd that they ſhould repeat 
to him ſome Words Cacamazin had ſent him, about 


endeavouring to ſet himſelf at Liberty, as he oughtto 


do for his own and the Honour of his Gods; for other- 


"wiſe he could not forbear aſſerting it himſelf. Mote- 
Kuma was much ſtartled at this Meſſage, and affirm' d, 


he knew nothing of what his Nephew was doing; 
that he was very well pleas'd there, as delighted in the 


Company of the Spaniards, and would ſend for his 


Nephew Cacamaxin, and if he refasd to come, would 
order him ro be brought by Force, and deliver'd up 


into his Hands to be puniſh'd, if convicted of that 


Crime. Cacamaxin was then preparing for War, and 


the People readily came in to him, becauſe he gave out 


that he would reſcue the King. This Affair put the 
Spaniards upon their Guard, and Cortes, being no Way 

iſcourag'd, deſign d, for making an Example, and eſta- 
bliſhing his own Reputation, to go himſelf to Tecuco, 
and attack Cacamaxin in his own Houſe; but Morexu- 


ma prevented it, alledging, that the City was ſtrong, 


being ſeated in the Water, and the People of Culua at 
his Nephew's Command, and therefore it was better to 
take another Courſe. Cortes follow'd his Advice, and 
ſent to bid Cacamar in remember their Friendſhip ; that he 
ſhould conſider it was an eaſy Matter to begin a War, 
but not ſo eaſy to put an End to it, and that it would = 
| | | 6 
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for his Advantage to keep in Favour with the King 
of Spain, and his Subjects. He anſwer'd, He would 
entertain no Friendſhip with thoſe that took away his 
Honour, and his Kingdom, kept the People in Sub- 
jection, oppreſs d the Country, and overthrew their 
Religion; that he knew not who the King of Spain 
was; nor did he deſire to be inform'd of it; and that 
if he would not have him make War, he ſhould im- 
mediately depart dexico. Cortes again very mildly ad- 
visd him to deſiſt, and finding it avail'd not, defird 
Mate uma to lay his Commands on him. The King 
ſent for him, faying, He would find ſome Means to 
allay thoſe Animoſities; which he was ſo far from re- 
garding, that he ſaid, If his Unkle were a Man, he 
would not ſuffer himſelf to be confin'd by a handful 
of Strangers, who had poſſeſod themſelves of his Em- 
pire; and ſince orezwma was ſo mean-ſpirited, he 
was reſolv'd not to deſiſt from his Enterprize, to re- 
ſtore the. Monarchy to its former Splendor, which had 
been loſt through his Cowardiſe. Hereupon Cortes re- 
ſolv'd to march out to meet Cacamazin, tho the Danger 

| was very great, conſidering the Multitude of Enemies 
both within and without; bur ſtill Motexuma detain'd 
him, contriving with ſome of his Nephew's Com- 
manders, that they ſhould ſeize and deliver him into his 
Hands. They being brib'd, as they were with Caca- 
maxin, conſulting about the Management of the War, 
ſecur'd him, notwithſtanding all the Oppoſition he 
made, or the Arguments he could uſe ; and with all 
ſpeed, before any thing of it was known abroad, 
convey 'd him by Water to Mexico, and had him car- 
ry'd on Men's Shoulders, richly clad to Adotezamna's 
Appartment, who would not ſee him, but order'd he 
ſhould be deliver'd to Corres, who being well pleas'd 
to have eſcap'd that Danger, order'd him to be cloſe 
confin'd. The next Day, by the advice of Adotezw- 
| may 
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ma, Quizquizcatl, a younger Brother to Caramazs 
was conſtituted Lord of Culuacan, he being then a 
Mexico with his Unkle, having made his Eſcape from 
his Brother, and Adorezuma conferr'd on him the 


Crown, and the Title of King with the uſual Solemni- 


ty, telling him, He deſign'd for the future to look 
upon him as his Son; that having fled from his Bro- 
ther, he had taken Sanctuary in his Palace, without 
any Thoughts of being rais'd to that high Dignity, 
and ſince he had attain'd to it during his Life, he ſhould 
look upon it as a Warning not to deviate from his Du- 
ty, nothing being more Prat to Kings than living diſ- 


| orderly, and giving Credit to Flatterers, who were 


wont to lead them into ſuch Affairs, as they had after- 
wards cauſe to repent when it was too late. Quizquiz.- 
catl kiſsd his Hand, and promis'd Obedience, and 
then turning to Cortes, gave him Thanks, proteſt- 
ing he would be his Friend and Servant. 

Cacamazin was much concern'd, when he heard 
that his Brother was made Lord of his Dominions, 
and Cortes had him ſtrictly obſerv'd, knowing there 
were many that would willingly have convey'd him 
back to Texcuco. Motex uma ſent two Embaſſadors to 
ſignify to that City the new Election, and caugd 
the Ele& to be attended by many of his Courtiers; 
and Cortes ſent along with him ſeveral of his prime 
Men; both of them in Perſon bearing him Company 
to the Gates of Mexico. He was receiv'd at Teccuco 
with all publick Demonſtrations of Joy; being carry'd 
on Men's Shoulders. Ar the entrance into the City 


the Magiſtrates took him up, and when come to the 


Palace an ancient Gentleman ſet a Garland of Flowers 
on his Head, and all the Company being filent, made 
a Speech to him, the Purport whereof was,“ That he 
«was ſenſible, how when he was ſerving Motexuma, 
« being fled from his Brother, on Account of his * 
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cc the God's had rais'd him to that high Dignity, for 


« which. reaſon he ought to take care not to change 
c his noble Diſpoſition, for that the main Thing 


« King's ſhould endeavour to acquire, was the Love of 
« their Subjects; that all there preſent were pleas d to 


cc ſee themſelves deliver'd from the heavy Yoak of 


s his Brothers Domination; that he ſhould rejoyce, 
5e fince he began to reign with the general Satisfaction 
e of all Men, that he ſhould behave himſelf like a 
tc King, who they hop'd would live long contentedly, 
< for all the People receiv'd him as their Lord, ho- 
“ nouring him as a God, and reſpecting him as a Fa- 
& ther, ſaluting him as became Ch 
_ « him welcome,” The new King in return, gave 
Thanks to God for having deliver'd him from Sub- 
ighly, and being fo favourably receiv' d; promiſing 
to treat them as his own Children, and defiring that 
fince the great Cortes had preſerr'd him to that Poſt 
they ſhould honour and reſpect him, to whom he 
own'd himſelf indebted. Theſe and other Ceremonies 
being perſorm'd, the People withdrew, and Cortes was 
deliver'd from the Danger that had threatned him. 
Alonſo de Grado was diſguſted with Cortes, for having 
taken from him the Government of Vera Crux, and 
being deſirous to be reveng'd, kept a Man on the Sea 
Coalt, to give him Notice when any Ships arriv'd 
from James Yelaſguez,, Cortes being inform'd of it, 
ſent for him, he was brouglit into the Court, pini- 
on'd, with a Halter about his Neck, and as ſoon as he 
came in the Drums beat, and there was a great Shout, 
for ſo it had been contriv'd, the more to ſhame him. 
Cortes gave him ſome hard Words, faying, if it were 


not for Pity he would hang him ; but order'd him 


to be confin d, till ſome Days after, at the Requeſt, 
of Peter de Alyarado, and others, he ſet him at Liberty. 
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Aſter this Puniſhment inflicted, which was altogether 
ney to ſeveral prime Indians that ſaw it, he reprov d 
Alonſo de Grado, and it hapned that about three hun- 
dred Indian Men and Women belonging to Cortes, 
went into one of Motexuma's Store-houſes of Cacao, in 
which there were above forty thouſand Loads of it, 


which was then, and ſtill is a great Treaſure, for eve- 


ry Load was worth forty Pieces of Eight, and all 
that Night they were carrying it to the Spaniſh Quar- 
ters. Peter de Alvarado being inforn?d of it, order'd 
Alonſo de Ojeda, who was that Night upon Adotezuma's 
Guard, to let him know as ſoon as reliev'd, for he 
would have a Share in it. He did fo, and went thi- 


ther with fifty Perſons, who brought away Loads of 


it. The Cacao was in Wicker Baskets, as big as Wine 
Fats, which ſix Men could not graſp, being plaiſter'd 
both within and without, and plac'd in order like Fats; 
thoſe Baskets being us'd like Bins, for Indian Wheat, 
and other Grain, which kept well in them. Six hun- 
dred Loads were taken away that Night, and only ſix 
Baskets empty d. The next Day the Track of the 
Theft appear d. Cortes order d Enquiry to be made 
about it, and had not Alvarado been concern'd in it, 
he would have ſhown his Severity; but he told him 
his Mind in private, and gave him a ſharp repri- 
mand. „ 

All was very peaceable at Mexico, when Mote uma, 
either at the Perſwaſion of Cortes, or of his own Accord, 
tho the former is moſt likely, ſummon'd all the Prin- 
ces, and great Men of his Empire to aſſemble at Mexi- 
co on a Day appointed, upon an Affair that concern'd 


them very much. When they were all met with 


the greateſt State every one could, after the uſual Ce- 
remonies, being ſeated in the Royal Palace, with the 
Gentry of the City, Motec uma in his Royal Robes, 
and Cortes with his prime Men, in their beſt Apparel, 

Vor. II. e a Throne 
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a Throne was plac'd with a coſtly covering on which 
Motezuma and Cortes ſeated themſelves, nobody know- 
ing what was to be propos d. Then a Sign being made 
with the Hand to enjorn Silence, that Linas with 
much Gravity ſaid, That during the ſpace of eigh- 
<« teen Years he had reign'd over them they had been 
made ſenſible of his Affection towards them, how 
ce much Confidence he had repos'd in them, and of 
« the Uprightnefs of his Government; and he on the 
& other Hand was ſenſible of their Worth, and Loy- 
& alty, whence they might conclude, that he would 
not have brought them together unleſs it were upon 
* ſome Affair that was for their Advantage; that 
ce they ſhould call to mind what had been told them 
<« by their Forefathers, and what had been aſſerted by 
ce their Soothſayers and Prieſts, viz. that they were 
ce not Natives of that Country, and that their King- 


« dom would not laſt long, for their Anceſtors came 
ec from very diſtant Lands, and their Leader ſoon after 


<« return'd, ſaying he would fend ſomebody to govern 


ce them; that they had always expected that Gover- 
c nour, who was then come, being the great King 


cc of Spain, who had ſent his Commander Cortes, and 
« thoſe that were with him, who faid they were of 
„the fame Lineage, and therefore they might thank 
4 God that they were come in their Days, ſince what 
« was to be could not be avoided, and the Will of 
« the Gods muſt be fulfIll'd ; for which reaſon he 
ec intreated them, that they would jointly with him, 
« do Homage ro Cortes in the Name of the King of 


Spain his Sovereign, ſince he had already declar'd 


« himfelf his Friend, and Servant; and that for the 
« future, tho? he was abſent they ſhould ſerve, obey, 
« and pay Tribute to him, as they had done to his 


on Perſon, by which he ſhould perceive how much 


c they lov'd him, and that he had not been in the 
3 | Wrong 
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« Wrong in loving them. He could not forbear 
ſhedding Tears when he came to thoſe Words, and 
his Sighs and Sobs obſtructed his ſaying any more, 
which ſo affected all his Audience, that it occaſion'd a 
general ſilent Lamentation, inſomuch that the Spaniards 
themſelves, tho' they were doing their own Buſineſs, 
could not refrain from Weeping. That Exceſs of 
Grief overwhelm'd them for above a Quarter of an 
Hour, ſo that no Man, could ſpeak to otezuma, 
whom Cortes in the mean/time took by the Hands, and 
ſpoke to him ſome Words of Comfort, | 


Wren their Grief was ſomewhat vented, and all | 


huſht again, one of thoſe great Men took upon him 
to anſwer Motexuma, and ſaid, That all thoſe his 
* Relations, Friends, Servants, and Subjects, had liſt- 
ned to him with much Attention and Reſpect, and if 
be they had imagin'd he deſign'd to make ſuch an O- 
6 verture to them, they would not have met, to avoid 


* ſeeing ſuch a mighty Monarch under ſo much Griet ; 


te that it was impoſſible they ſhould not be concern'd 
ce at ſuch a Change, which would overthrow their 
6 Religion, Laws, and Cuſtoms ; but ſince the Gods 
c thought fit it ſhould be ſo, ſince there were ſo many 
“ Predictions of it, and that the Mexican Empire was 
ce to end in him, ſince they muſt of Neceſſity ſubmit 
& to the Will of the Gods, and ſince he did ſo, they 
all agreed ro what he did, and own'd themſelves 
& Subjects to the King of Spain, as had been predicted. 
Then not being able to proceed any farther for Sighs, 


after the uſual Ceremonies, two Notaries that were pre- 


ſent, at the Requeſt of Corres, drew up a Certificate 
of all that had paſs d, and he ſpoke to all the Com- 
pany after this Manner. Princes, Lords, Friends, 
ic and well beloved, it has highly pleas'd me to ſee 
« you ſo readily comply with the Opinion of the 


great More cuma, for herein you conform yourſelves 
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e to what the true God will have done at this Time 
& rather than at another, for your Advantage, and tho' 
« you cannot at preſent but be concern'd at fo great 
& a change, you'll ſoon be ſenſible of how much you 
„ have been in the Right, Motex uma will be a great 
<« King, as hitherto, and you all will continue as you 
are, all that is intended is to lead you out of the 
« Blindneſs you are in, to defend you in Wars, and 
do you other good Turns which will appear in Time.“ 
After this the Aſſembly broke up, and every Man 
went to his own Home. Cortes waited on Motexuma, 
returning Thanks for what he had done. There was 
much murtering in the City, about this Innovation, 
and it was the common Talk, that the Race and Do- 
mination of Culua expir'd in Motexuma. They faid 
it would not have been ſo, had he not been call'd by 
that Name, which ſignifies Angry, to denote his Miſ- 
fortune, and that the Gods had aſſur d him, he ſhould 
reign but eight Years, and ſhould not be ſucceeded 
by any Son, or other Heir, for which reaſon he would 
not make War with the Spaziards, ſince they were to 
be his Succeſſors; tho' he did not believe that to be 
altogether true, ſince he had reign'd above ſeventeen 
Tears; but perhaps they were miſtaken in the Num- 
ber ten. | | 
A xx Days after Cortes told Moteæ uma it was rea- 
ſonable that ſome Preſent ſhould be ſent the King, as 
an Acknowledgment for the Homage paid him, and 
that it ought to be collected throughout all the Pro- 
vinces. Though this ſeem'd out of the way to Mo- 
texuma, he return'd a favourable Anſwer, and ſent ſome 
of his Servants with the Spaniards to the Bird Houſe, 
who going into a room ſaw a great Quantity of Gold 
in Plates, Ingots, and wrought Pieces. They call'd 
Cortes, and he order d it all to be carry'd to his Ap- 
partment, which More uma ſeem d to approve, but bis 
FT LE Servants 
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Servants were very ſorry for it. Beſides that, he gave 
abundance of Cotton, and Feather Cloth of curious 
natural Colours, ſo rich that the Spaniards had never ſeen 
the like, and twelve extraordinary coſtly Trunks to ſhoot 
Pellets, adorn'd with moſt curious Silver Work, caſt 
and engrav'd, with Gold Nets to hold the Moulds and 
Pellets, He likewiſe ſent ſeveral Servants, and a 
ziard with every one of them to his Subject and con- 
federate Provinces to gather a Duty for the King of 
| Spain ; and tho? they ſaw it was for a foreign King, 
he was ſo punctually obey' d, that the Meſſengers ſoon 
Y return'd with Jewels, Gold, Silver, and other Things, 
| all which he, without looking on it, ſent to Cortes, 
who receiv'd it in the Preſence of the King's Officers, 
Viz. Gonzalo Mexia Treaſurer, and Alonſo de Avila 
Controller, appointed by himſelf, till the King ſhould 
order otherwiſe. Having caus d the Gold to be caſt 
by Motexumas Founders, that were at Eſcapuzalco, 
faving ſome Curioſities, which he thought better to 
preſerve as they were, the King's Officers ſaid it 
amounted ro above {ix hundred thouſand Pieces of 
Eight, including five hundred in Silver, of which 
there was not much becauſe they knew not then how 
to manage it. There being no Weights to weigh 
and divide that Wealth, they made ſome of Iron, of 
2 Quarter, and Half a Quarter of an Hundred, a Pound, 
and Half Pound, as exact as they could, and as ſoon as 
weigh'd they conſulted about dividing it, and tho there 
was no Difficulty in it, Cortes ſtill delay'd, ſaying, 
they ſhould ſtay till there was a greater Quantiry, and 
the Weights were more exact; but they all unanimouſ- 
ly crav d to have it divided, believing that he and they 
were defrauded, of what ſhrunk away, becauſe it was 
generally thought that the Quantity was greater before 
the caſting, and therefore he reſolv d to divide it as fol- 


lows. . 
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Tus King's Fifth was firſt taken out of the Heap; 
then Cortes ſaid another Fifth ſhould be taken out for 
him, fince they had promis'd he ſhould have it on the 
Strand, when they made him Captain General, and 
Chicf Juſtice. He alſo demanded the Expences he 
had been at in Cuba for the Fleet, all that had been laid 
out by James Yelaſquez, the Value of the Ships that 
were ſunk, the Charge of ſending their Deputies to 
Spain, the Price of his Mare that dy'd, and of his 
Horſe that was killd by the 7iaſcallans, the Part of 
the Mercenarian Frier, of the Clergy-man John Diaz, 
and of the Captains, and a double Share for thoſe that 
had Horſes, or Fire- Arms, or Croſs-Bows, beſides 
other ſmall Matters, fo that, very little remaining, 
many of the Soldiers would not take it, and faid, 
Cortes kept all to himſelf, and they were quiet, becauſe 
of the Place they were in. Some took it and com- 
plain d, whom Cortes pacify'd, giving them ſome 
Gold, and good Words. A Part was alſo laid: afide 
for thoſe that were at Vera Crux, which he order?d to 
be carry'd to Tlaſcala, and kept for them there. Cor- 
tes was then the firſt that caugd ſeveral Things for 
Uſe to be made of Gold ; and the Soldiers, accord- 
Ing to what they had, got Chains and other Ornaments 
made by the Goldſmiths at Eſcapmzalco, which is half 
a League from Mexico. Others play'd with a Pack 
of Cards made by one Peter of Valencia, of the Lea» 
ther of Drums, as good and exactly drawn as any in 
Spain, and when they play'd there appear d Ingots 
mark d and unmark d, which ſhow'd how much had 
been conceal'd. A Soldier of Tyiaua, or the County, 
whoſe Name was John de Cardenas,, was ſo much con- 
cern d, becauſe only an hundred Ducats came to his 
Share, whereas he had expected much more, that 
ſighing bitterly, his Comrade ask'd, what aid him; 
he anſwer d, * God take me, if after running ſo. ma- 
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% ny Dangers, Cortes takes to himſelf a Fifth like the 
< King, and deducts for his Horſe and his Mare, and 
<« the other Man's Ships, and ſo many Whims, how 
ce can my Wife and Children chooſe but ſtarve, and 
*« might have reliev'd them when the Deputies went 
eto Spain, had not he oblig'd us to give up our 
cc Shares to ſend to the King, and to his Father ? He 
&« added, that it was a hard Caſe, after the Perils at 
e Tabaſco and Tlaſcala, and, being then expos'd to fo 
« many Hazards, to come off with ſuch a Reward, 
e and that it was not fit there ſhould be ſo many 
„ Kings.” Cortes was inform'd of theſe Diſcourſes, 
which by Degrees ſpread abroad among other Malecon- 
tents, and being a Man of a ready Wit, he caus'd all 
the Soldiers to be aſſembled, and declar'd to them; 
« How careful he was in the firſt Place of all that re- 
& lated to the Service of God; the good Example he 
ct gave; his impartial Juſtice, without deviating from 
« it for Favour or Affection, ſo that no Man had 
& Cauſe to complain; that he always watch'd for the 
* Safety of them all, being continually thoughtful, 
ce to the End that his Vigilancy, and the Dangers and 
« Hardſhips they went through, in all which he 
« ever bore his Part, might turn to the greater Service 
& of God and the King, the Honour of the Nation, 
ce and particularly of themſelves, and that they might 
« gain ſufficient Wealth to live at their Eaſe. That 
" - was ſo free from any avaricious Deſign, that 
te whatſoever he amaſs d, kept, or had, was in order 
ce to behave himſelf like a good Father, disburſing the 
* {ame upon preſſing Neceſſities, for their common 
<« Intereſt, and the Support of the Cauſe ; and that 
ce to the End they might be the more ſully convinc d 
* of it, he would not have the Fifth that had been 
ce deducted for him, tho' they had promis'd he ſhould, 
&* but only ſuch Part as in Strictneſs belong'd to him 
: « as 
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ce as Captain General ; that any one who would have 
« Gold might come to him, and he would ſhare whar 
ce he had with him; that all they had yet got was a 
© mere Trifle, for if they did reflect on the rich 
« Mines they' had diſcover'd, and the Multitude of 
« Towns and Citics there were in that Country, they 
« would not be troubled, or diſſatisfy'd at receiving 
4 one hundred or two hundred Ducats leſs than they 
« had expected; that they ſhould be contented, and 
&« aſſur'd that by the Help of God he would make 
* them the happieſt Men in the World.” By this 
Conduct, and giving underhand what he thought fit 
to thoſe that complain'd, he allay'd the Diſcontents 
that began to appear, and told the Soldier before men- 
tion'd John de Cadenas, that he would ſend him rich 
to Spain in the firſt Ships that went, that he might ſee 
his Wife and Children, and gave him three hundred 
Pieces of Eight in Hand. ET os 

Gonzalo Mexia, the Treaſurer, ſaw ſome Pieces of 
Gold in the Hands of Captain John Yelaſquez that had 
not paid the Fifth, and privately deſir'd he would give 
them to him becauſe the Malecontents demanded them, 
Velaſquex ſaid he would not, becauſe he had them 
from Cortes, before the reſt was caſt. Aexia reply'd, 
that Cortes had taken enough to himſelf, and fo Words 
riſing, they came to their Swords, and wounded one 
another; and being both very brave muſt have been 
kill d, had not they been immediately parted. Cortes 
order d them to be confin'd, and having reconcil'd 
them, ſoon releas d Mexia, but kept Yelaſquez longer, 
becauſe he was his Friend and Confident, being ſhut | 
up, and walking about in a large Room with a great 
Chain that had been brought from Vera Cruz. Mote- 
⁊uma hearing the Noiſe, ask*d Orteguilla, the Page, 
who was confin'd, he told him it was John Velaſquez, 


the Captain of his Guard, and that Chriſtopher de = 
| 
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did the Duty in his Stead ; whereupon when Cortes 
went to viſit him, he deſir'd he would releaſe him, be- 
cauſe he was a good Officer, very civil and courteous, 
and tho* Corres ſeem'd unwilling, he did as was deſir d, 
ſo that the Men might believe it was at Jdorezuma's 


Requeſt, and from that Time Yelaſquez and Mexia were 5 


very good Friends. | 
AT the Time when Cortes had his Thoughts moſt 

taken up, about ſending a Preſent to the King, and Mo- 

ney to Hiſpaniola and other Iſlands to purchaſe Arms 


and Horſes, with Advice of his Succeſs, to invite his 
Friends and others to come over to him; concluding 


with himſelf, that having Motexuma in his Cuſtody, 


he might ſubdue all the Empire, if more Men came to 
him, with the Aſſiſtance of the Tlaſcallans, and the 


reſt that had offer'd their Service, and were Enemies to 
the Mexicans, then Fortune began to frown, through 
the unſearchable Judgments of God, tho? Cortes was fo 
zealous a Chriſtian, that he heard Maſs every Day, aft 
took Care his Men ſhould do fo, and gave a good 
Example, living ſoberly and diſcreetly, labouting for 
the Converſion of thoſe Infidels, as occaſion offer d, 
that being no proper Seaſon to attempt it more openly. 
However there was a great Stop put to the Sheddin 


of human Blood in the Sacrifices, and F. 7ohn Diaz, 


and F. Bartholomew de Olmedo promoted this good 
Work as much as they could, and baptiz'd ſome Per- 


ſons, who being taken with the Converſation of the 


Chriſtians, deſir d it; but there were few of theſe, 


becauſe they thought ir hard to quit their Religion, and 
were ey of — reſt. ; 


Trax Change that hapned was after this Manner. 
When the Spaniards were grown very eaſy, Morte uma 


ſent Orteguilla who began to ſpeak the Language tolera- 


bly, and therefore us'd to be with that Monarch, who 
delighted in him, to call Corres, and he told him that 
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the King would ſpeak with him, and that he muſt 
obſerve that many Prieſts, and Men of Quality had 
been, in the Night and Part of that Day, diſcourſing in 
private with Motexuma. Cortes ſaid, he did not like 
that Meſſage, and taking with him twelve of the Spa- 
niards that were next at Hand, endeavour'd to ſup- 
preſs the Commotion that was within him. Being 
come to Mote uma, he ſaluted him very courteouſly, 
and ask'd, what Commands he had for him. Thar 
Prince receiv'd him with more Gravity than he had 
been wont to do, led him by the Hand into another 
Room, and being ſomewhat acquainted with - the Spa- 
iſh Civility, calbd for Chairs, and all the reſt ſtand- 
ing, and two Interpreters on their Sides, he ſaid, 
« Captain Cortes, my Gods are angry with me, for 
6 having permitted you to: ſtay ſo long in my Ci- 
« ty, deſtroying our Religion; they fay they will 
e give me no Rain, will deſtroy my Corn, ſend the 
&# Plague, and ſubject my Empire to my Enemies. 
« T entreat you to depart this Place immediately. Ask 
ce what you will have, for I love you entirely, and if 
& I did not, I ſhould not beg it of you, fince I have 
&« jr in my Power to do you Harm, and ſhall not tell 
e you ſo again. Take what you will out of my 
4% Treaſures, and go away ſatisfy'd, for my Gods 
c will not allow of what has been done; and ſince 
ce you ſee I can do no Js for their Honour and my 
& own, be not concern'd:.? When he had utter'd 
theſe Words, before the Interpreter began to ſpeak, 
Cries turn'd to a Spaniard, and faid, * Run to our 
cc Comrades, and bid them be in a Readineſs, for their 
« Lives are at Stake,” When the Interpreter had 
done, Cortes rouſing his Courage, very ſedately an- 
ſv er d. „ Experience had made him ſenſible of his 
« Affection, and that it was not his Fault if he did 
not continue in his Company; but that ſince his 
1 EE . « Gods, 
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xe Gods, and his People were of that Mind, he ſhould 
* conſider when he would have him be gone. The 
King was ſo well pleas' d with his Anſwer, that he ſaid, 


He would not have him go till he thought fir him- 


« ſelf, and he would then give him four Loads of 
&© Gold, every Horſeman two, and every Foot Soldier 
«© one.“ Cortes reply d, . That he could not return 
<« to his own Country without Ships, and ſince he 
had ſunk thoſe that brought him, it was his Requeſt, 
* that he would cauſe Timber to be fell'd at Vera 
ce Crux, which the Indians call'd the Coaſt of Calchi- 
ce cocca, and he would find Men to build them.? Mo- 
texuma approv'd of what he ſaid, and order?d the Tim- 
ber to be fell'd. Cortes appointed Workmen to-do 
what Martin Lopez, ſhould direct them, and Motexu- 
ma, who it is likely was not very ſuſpicious, 'believ'd 


it. Cortes acquainted his Men with Adorezama's Will, 


encourag'd them, and ſaid, That God, whoſe Cauſe 
« they had in Hand, would in the mean Time whilſt 


the Ships were building, ſo diſpoſe their Affairs, 


ce that they ſhould not loſe that good Counrry.“ He 
directed Martin Lopex to make Show of carrying on 
the Work with Diligence, but at the ſame Time to 
retard it as much as might be, and continually to ſend 
him Advice of every Thing that hapned. 6 
. * Adotezuma had ſome Motives to induce him to change 
his Mind. The firſt was the frequent Attacks of his 


own Subjects, Who ſaid, it was baſe for him, the 


greateſt Prince in the World, to be held in Oppreſſi- 


on by that Handful of Strangers, and therefore he ought 
immediately to turn them off, for his own, and the 


Honour of all the Nobility of his Empire, to which 
Purpoſe they offer d their Aſſiſtance; and if he would 
not do it, they would caſt him off, not doubting but 
that he muſt have ſuch an End as Comatlpopoca, and his 
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Nephew Cacamar in had before, and they would chooſe 
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themſelves another Sovereign. The ſecond was, that 
the Devil, who often ſpoke to him, threatned, that in 
caſe he did not deſtroy thoſe Spaniards, or turn them 
out of his Dominions, his Subjects ſhould never en- 
joy Health, he would deſtroy their Corn, and be gone 
himſelf, becauſe rhe Chriſtian Maſſes, Croſſes, and 
Baptiſm tormented him. Motox uma anſwer'd, That 
they being his Friends, and good Men, it was not 
juſt to murder them, but he would delire them to be 

one, and if they would nor, then they ſhould be 
Kill'd. The Devil reply'd, He ſhould do ſo, for ei- 
ther he or they muſt be gone, it being impracticable 
for two Enemies to live in one Houſe. Beſides, 
Motezuma was of a changeable Temper, and repented 
of what he had done, being ſorry for the Impriſon- 
ment of his Nephew Cacamazir, whom he had entire- 
ly lov'd, and he was his Succeſſor in the Empire, in 
caſe he had no male Iſſue; and becauſe he perceiv'd, 
that the Spaniards by Degrees made themſelves Maſters 
of his Lands, and what was ſtill worſe, of their Per- 
ſons, and the Devil had aſſur'd him, that if he would 
put away thoſe People, the Empire of Culua ſhould 
not expire in his Perſon, but that it ſhould continue 
to proſper more than ever, and his Sons and Succeſſors 
ſhould reign after him ; that he ſhould nor give Credit 
to Predictions, ſince the eighth Year was paſt, and he 
was in the eighteenth. Thus it was moſt certain, that 
before Moteæ uma ſpoke to Cortes, he had provided one 
hundred thouſand Men to drive him out by Force, in 
caſe he would not go by fair Means. 


The End of the Second ug olume. 


